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INTRODUCTION. 



An history of recent transactions^ must always be exe- 
cuted under many, and great disadvantages. 

In a time of war, many important occurrences are bat 
imperfectly known, till the truth is elicited by legal in- 
vestigation ; and, in addition to this, the feelings of men 
are so ardent, that an auUior cannot be expected to be whaily 
impartial, when recounting those events, in whirfi himself, 
or hisfriends, have acted a conspicuous part. 

The publishers were, therefore, of opinion, that at the 
present time, the i6ost useful History of the War, would 
be a faithful collection of Official State Papers, and accourits 
of Military operations. Such a work cannot be taxed 
-with partiality ; and, it is presumed, will be perused with 
interest by every American, who values hi« national 
rights, and whose bosom glows, at the recital of those deeds 
of valor, which have exalted the honor of his country. 

[f in some instances. Commanding Officers have seemed 
to manifest a want of candour, it ought still to be remem- 
bered by the public, that they wrote id the heat of the oc- 
casion ; and, often, while agonizing under wounds receiv- 
ed from an exasperated enemy. Modern Histories of 
Campaigns, are not, to say the least, more candid, and are, 
surely, less entitled to apology. This collection of Docu- 
ments can never become a useless volume ; for, besides fur- 
nishing the best evidence ot fact to the inquisitive reader, 
and future historian, it is a ready manuel, by which every 
enquirer after truth, can at once adduce the best evidence 
on questions which affect the character of the American 
nation, relative to her military prowess. Our readers will 
feel satisfied, after its perusal, that they possess all the 
Official information, which can be obtained, relative t^ the 
military movements, and bravery and skill of our country- 
men in the field of battle. Perhaps, in some iuvstance^s, the 
losses and sufferings of the armies of both nations, have not 
been fully ascertained } so wide is the'field, that it is some- 

MlS:l.lJ?5 
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IV INTBODUCTIOiS. 

nrhat difficult to collect all the facts. On the water, where 
we have been peculiarly successful, the official accounts 
mere fully and explicitly state the loss, as well as the com- 
parative skill and bravery of the contending parties. 

In the list of public and private vessels taken from the 
enemy during the war, we have not given the whole num« 
ber of men and guns, on board of a large proportion of the 
merchant vessels, as it was never officially stated. In 
every instance of this kind, where we could not obtain cor* 
rect information, we have left the number blank. We are 
sorry to say it is wholly out of our power to accompany 
the* list of prizes with a correct list of the vessels we have 
lost ; the enemy never having made a public statement of 
their prizes, we could not collect them from any authentic 
source. 
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THE WAR. 



CHAPTER 1. 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 

WASHINGTON Cmr, NoTKMER,5, Mil. 

jFelloW' Citizens cf ilvt Senate^ and cf 

the Hfmse of Heprtsenlatives. 

IN calling you together M^er than a separation froQ> 
year homes would otherwise have beeo required, I yielded 
to considerations drawn from the posture of our foreign af- 
fairs ; and in fixing the present for the time of your meet* 
ing, regard was had to the probability of further develope-* 
ments of the policy of the belligerent powers towards thii^ 
country, which might the more unite the national couucilsj^ 
in the measures to be pursued. 

At the close of the last session of Congress, it was hoped 
that the aucces^ive confirmations of the extinction of the 
French Decrees, so far as they violated our neutral com- 
nerce, would have induced the goiwnmeot of Great-Bri- 
tain to repeal its Orders in Council ; and thereby author- 
ize a retaovat of the existing obstractions to her commerce 
with the United Statej$(. 

Instead of this reasonable^^^^tep towards satisfaction and 
friendship between the tjgo nations, the Orders were at a 
moment when least to hlL#e been expected, put into more 
vigorous e»M:ution ; aiid it was commuBicated through the 
firitish Envoy, just arrived, that whilst the revocatiop^f 
the Edicts of France, a9 officially made known to the Brittsh 
government,, w^s denied to have taken plaqe; it was sin 
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l^ V: ;••; >; i^'l Hi^P^.^^ ^^ the war. 

indispensable condition of the repeal of the British Orders, 
that commerce should bfe restored to a footing", that would 
admit the productions and manufactures of Great-Britain^ 
when owned by neutrals, into markets shut against them by 
her enemy ; the United States being given to understand 
that, in the mean tiifie, a cmitinuance of their non-impor* 
tution act would lead to measures of retaliation. 

At u later date, it has indeed appeared, that a commu- 
nication to the British {rovernnwnt, of fresh evidence of the 
repeal of the French Decrees against our neutral trade, 
was followed by an intimation, that it had been transmitted 
to the British Plenipot^itiary' herie j 'in order that it slight 
receive full consideration in the depending discussions* 
This communication appears not to have been received; 
but the transmission of it hither, 'inst^d^of bounding on it 
an actual repeal of the OMers, or assurances that the re- 
peal would ensue, wi!! nat'j^ermiC vm lorely on any effect- 
ive change in the British cabinet. To be ready to meet 
wilhcordialily satisfactoi-jr proofs ofsuch a change, and to 
proceed, in the mean time, in adapting our measures to the 
views which have been llt^ctesed throug'h tlnit minister, wiH 
best couj^iU our whole dtttj«. 

In the unfriendfy spirit of those dt^ebmres indemnity 
and redress. for other wrottgf^have continuedto be withheld, 
and our coasts and the mkUhs of our hai*bor» have again 
witnessed scenes, not less derogatory to the dearest of our 
national rights, than vexatious to the regular cfourse of our 
trade. ^ * 

Among the occurrences produced by the conduct of 
British i^hips of war hovering on our coasts, mm mi encoun- 
ter between one of them and the A«»erican frigate cona- 
manded by Captain Rogers, rendered unavoidable on the^- 
part of the latter, by a fire coniinenc^id without cause by the 
former ; whose commander is tj^erefore, alone ebai|^eable 
with the blood unfortunately shed in maintainmg tl^ honor 
of the Amerieati flag. The proceediugs of a court of en- 
quiry, requested by Captain. Rog«?s, are commfunicated ; 
together with the correspondence relating to the occuiteace 
between the Secretary of State, a«d hisBritamiic majesty 'h 
Envoy. To these are added, the several corraspoiitUMices 
which have passed %>n the subject of .the British Orderd f» 
Council ; and to both the correspondence relating to the 
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HISTORY OP THE WAR> 1 1 

Floridas, in which Congress will b© made acqiiaintcKd with 
the interposition which the government of Cireat-Britain 
has thought proper to make against the proceedings of the 
United States. 

The justice,' and fairness which have l)ecn evinced on 
ihepartof the United States towards France, both before 
and since the revocation of her Decrees, authorised an ex- 
pectation that her government wonld have followed np that 
measure by all such others as were due to oor reasonable 
claims as wdl as dictated by its amicable professions. 
Ho proof, however, is yet given of an intention to repair 
the other wrongs done to the United States: and particu- 
larly to remote the great amonnt of American property 
seized and condemned under Edicts, which, though not 
affecting our neotral r^ations, and therefore, not entering 
into questions between the United States and oilier belliv- 
gerents, were neverthdess founded in such unjust princi- 
ples, that the reparation ought to have been prompt and 
ample. 

In addition to this, and other demands of strict rigiit, oa 
that nation, the United States have mnch reason to be 
dissatisfied with the rigorous and unexpected restrictions, to 
which their trade with the French dominiirns has been sub- 
jected : and whicbr if not discontinued, will require at least 
corresponding restrictions on iuiiwrtations from France into 
the United Statesf. 

On all those subjects our Minister Plenipotentiary, lately 
sent to Paris, has carried ' with him the necessary instruc- 
tions; thert^soltof which wilibe commnnicated to you, 
and by ascerlaitiing the iiUerior. policy of the French gov- 
ermneut towards the United States, will enable you to adapt 
to it that of the United States towards France. 

Oar other foreigi^ relations remain without unfavorable 
changes. 'With Russia they are on the best footing of friend- 
ahip, Theports of Sweden have afforded proofs pf friend- 
ly dispositions ^ou'lardsr our commerce, in the councils of 
that iiaition also. And the information from our special 
Mima^r to Deninark, sbew^ that the mission had been at- 
tended wfth i^altiabte effects to* bar citizens, whose property 
had been so e^tensivety violated and endangered by crui- 
sws oitder the Banish flag. 
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M mBWmY Of THB WAR% 

Under llie^fiElifiotM kkKcaliom which coammnd^cl atlen«^ 
tioD, it became a doly, to exert the means comniitted to the 
Executive Department in providing for the general securi- 
ty. The works of defence 6n our maritime frontier have 
accordingly been prosecated, with an activity leaving little 
to be adcbd for the compl^ion of the most important 4>ae8 ) 
and m particularly suited for co-operation in «mei*g>enei6S, 
a portion of the Gan*Boat9, have, in particular harbors^ 
been ordered^kito use. The ships of war before in commis- 
sion, with the addition of a frigate, have l>eien chiefly em* 
ployed, as a cruising guard to the ris^hls of our coast. And 
sttcn a disposition has been made of our landioreei, aa was 
tiiought to promise the services most appropriate and impor- 
;tant. In this disposition is inckKled a force, conmrting of 
regulars and militia, embodied in the Indiana Territory, and 
marched towards our Piorth«A^estern {ronti».^<^Tbiameas* 
ure was made requisite by several murdera and depreda* 
tions committed by Indians ; but more espeeiaHy by tlie 
menacing preparations and aspect of a combination of them 
on the Waham under the iniuenee and direotiwi of a fa- 
natic of the Bhawanese tribe; With these ersQeptions, the 
Indian tribes retain tiieir peaceable diapoaitmis lowapcbuSi, 
and their usual pursuits. 

I must now add, that the period is arrived wbioh claims 
from the LegislativeCbvirdians of the national rights* a sys^ 
tem of more ample provisicms for maintaining tbeow £4dt^ 
withstanding the scrapuloufr justice, tb^ protracted osodb^ 
ration, and the multiplied^fiorta (m the part of the Uni^d 
States, to 4H]bstitute for^heaccmttida^g dangetatotbe 
peace of the two countriest all the mutual advaotagtes of 
re-established friendship and confidence; we have seen- that 
the British Cabinet pcrseverea not 'Ooly in withholding u 
remedy for other wrooffs so long tnd so loodly eaMiilg 
for it ; but in the exeoiuion brov^t hom» to Uie tbresliold 
of our territorv, of measmres wli^ •under existing^ ch*oum>^ 
stances, have the charaoter, i^ well as the ^tS^i of war on 
•ouir lawful commerce. 

With tiiis evidcoiee of hnsttle iniexibility, * in trampUi^ 
on rights which no independent nation can reliiwAisb, Con^ 
gress will feel the duty of fiuttingthe United ^^lates into 
an armor, and an attitude. demAided by the ciias^ an^l 
corresponding with Ih^ national s^ml iM^d expeclationsiv 
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< I reoMMMttd acoevdliofty^ limt.-miiw|mto provmon be 
mmie for fiUuig tli^ ranks aiid prokmgiag \hfi eiiUstuieBta, 
•of Ibe iM^giAiar triHJi{i0 : for an auxiliary force^ to be engag- 
ad for a mMe liiniled ter» ; for tiie acceptattoe of volunteer 
corps, whose patoiolie ardo*. luay €4Miri a partieipation in 
.urgent senikea ; for <kUcbineal8» aa tiiey may be wanted^ 
of oUmt paitiooaf of tba militia ; and for aiieh a praparar 
UoQof the great body, a»wUl proptortion its usefubieis to 
itointrinaiG tapacitiafi. Kor can tbe- ^Mscaaion faUto re- 
iMidfyoaof Iboiflipartaiiiire of tbaa^ mdilary Saminariea, 
wbicb, in every event, will fatm a valuable nmd frugal part 
of our BMlkary.Mab)kbmaat» 

Tbe oiapafaature 'Of cannon and aiaaU aroia bas pro* 
oeeded witbrdue mqccm^ and tba atookaod resources of all 
(be nftccasary munitiana are ad»<|iiate U> ennBrgesicies. It 
wHl not be-inaspedient, bawever» for Ck>Qgress to author* 
ise aa enUfgaflMpk of tbem* 

Your attaatiao will of cpwrn be drawn to such provi.. 
^ions^on the subj^aekof oar naval iforoe, as may be required 
^ the aar«i€M to which Hk mmy b^ beat ada^pted. I sub- 
mit to Cong rasa, ths scasonablanass ahop <^ an authority to 
augasaai Iba alack. of auqb matorials, as are impensbable in 
their natee, or may not at once be attaiaable. . 

Iftcoutamptating the soeaaa which diatiognirfi tbis mo- 
aiantoua. epmWand eskiiaatiag thmr claiu^ to our attention, 
il is iaBOMstbla to overlook those developing themselves 
aaMug* wetgMal conuimiii^cs whiob occuf]^ the southern 
portidn cf ourcavu hemisphere, and extend into our neighs 
poriiood. Ai^ enfau^od pl^laathropy, and an enlightaa- 
edforecask^coifiiiriaiQiiposh^^ on the National Councila 
anobUgatam tatakeadMp interest kn th^r destinies: to 
cbwishra€»proqalseiitia»anta of good will ; to regard the 
iNfogfess «i events } aad not to be unprapared for whatever 
Ofder.of things tq^y be ultimately eatabli^^^^ 

Under asnolbw aap^cfc.of our situakionf the early atten- 
UoaofCoogitsiNi willbediie to the expediency of further 
guards against evasions and infractions of our <»>nimer* 
ciallaws. Thepitictice of smuggling, which is odious 
every wherei and partipilarly effimioal in free govern* 
4penta, wben^tkhe lawa beiag e«ade by all, for the good of all, 
a fraud is committed on every individual as well as on the 
state» attain^ its utmost guilt, when it blends, with a pur- 
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Kiiit of ig^nomitiioiis ^^9^^ treaeberou mdmmmmmym Ibe 
tramgresfors, to a forieign* p^key, anbrerse |o dMii of tbeir 
t>wn country* It is tben tint the tirtiioufl indsgiiattan <^ 
the public sfaould be eoaUedto RMnifest itoei^ ihraufh tbe 
regalar animadi^i»iM» of llie oiiaNi eonipcA^ttfc 4ftw& 

Tosective^^eafterrMpact l»£va9i»»rcaBktkll«^ and to 
tlie banest infeeresA which itciMrers, it m espiedsartalaa^lbaft 
II be made pmikbable ia ovir citia^ia^ to acoofit Keeiiccs 
Irom foretgn gof«in|iBciit$, ftn* a iraiio ynlawfully mtehliet- 
ed by them to oUier Amencan cilMdm ; f)r l# trade ondtf 
false^sotors or papers of any KHti- ... 

A prohibition is^eqiiaUy called fort a|piosbllie'iaM>tpt«» 
ance* by eor cittae»s of apeeml Immcea^ itr im used an « 
trade mth the United States ; and agaimi Xkn^ wimmion 
into particular porte of the United »^tes, of vesads 
from foreign countries^ aothoHsi^ to trade with pal^eniar^ 
ports only. i 

Although other Mbje<±9i wiU press more immed^sAeljtoA 
your deliberations, a portion of tbem canmil^btt^JxaiiPeUfae^ 
irtowed, on the ju^ and soand poiiey tc^Msftannng to oat 
manafactares the sniccees they haye attttined^ »id are still 
attaining, in some degree, mider dienmpiidse of eaiHMiiMii 
permanent > and to our navigation,' the^Mestenl^Jof whidi 
it is at present abridged by^ the tine^pial regddalMtta of lor* 
eign governments. 

Besides the reasonableness of stn^idg ^oi]i^4»ati»ftsGtiirett 
from sacrifices which a change of eirouiiiittaiiees migfal 
bring on ttiem,the national interest recfnrea^ that, with' res« 
pect to soch articles at least as lielon^ to our defence, and 
our primary waats, we shotdd Bot'be Icrfbin unnecesmry 
dependenoe on extenial applies. Aiyl wfailfltfaru 
eign government adfa^re to the exwtingditcrfiHinatioiis in 
their ports against' our imv^atton, and an* equality or les? 
ser discrimination is enjoyed by thaiir^viga^ion in oar 
ports, the efieet (»mnot be iusislakefi, beeaiMeit 1ms ^been 
serioiisly felt by &M sfaippilig finl^eato ; imd in praportioii 
as this takes plaee, the advantages of an ind^iideatcdn<^ 
veyancO'Of our prockoets to tWetgn fiiari{<els< and of a^grirw^ 
ing body<y£^arinem«ttmined by tbatro^eiipalfanis'fcirillie 
«€rvie<fr of tlmr oiutitry in tioMfs o** danger, must be dimtpilil 
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The ree^^ iiitotbeTf«rafyf dnntigihe year^ endiu$c 
mi ^ lyrtMlb of JB^ptemher ImI, have exceeded thirteeu 
mHlions apd a half of dollars, aed bate enabled us to de- 
fray tte carreai expentea, MicMift; the interest oa the 
pofoiicd^, atnlta^Miaibwie oMre tbao fiva oiiUtoiis of 
<MlimFof?tl^|irndifiBlt wilbaot fe<»irrmg to the loan aa- 
t^rtzed by-lbBact of the last session* The teaaporary 
kiaH' obhimed ki the latkar end of the year one thousand 
eight fauodred and ten, has also been .raosborsed^ and ia 
net ineliided in that mnimnt. 

The decrease of revenue^ 'arisic^ fsom the situation of 
atir c e wntt i x se jamt 4ba eatraordiaarv eKpences which have 
and mnyheamfte nec as oa ry, ma s t be taken, into view^ in 
maktnff coflnpenswate |imvisi0«a for the ensuing year. 
And I reeanMiiend to your oansideratkiu the propriety of 
enmHng^ a i»tflk^iency of aanoal revenue, at least to defray 
the ordiasuy expences of government, and to pay the inter- 
ei^ on 4he pobtic ^Mrt, inhfikidittg 4hat on new loajQs which 
imn^ he^imorized^ 

l^'Oannoi^hiaatbtscoBMminicntian without expressing my 
d^ep sense of the i^iaisitv which you are assembled; my 
joonfidetiee in a^ witia- and hon<H*able reMiit to your deliber- 
sriaons, and aasttraaces of the faittrfnl zeal witK which niy 
co^operatiw;^ dntias wiU be disehu^d; iovaking at the 
same time^ the biewstng of heaven on our l^t0ved country, 
and an att. themaans, thai may be employed in vindicating 
its r^ts, and. advaacing its welAire. 

(Signed) JAMES MADISON. 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 

BMWE^MiRMJi TO %N T^k PB4i;C£]»INa MES&IGE. 

Mr. Fmt€r l# Mr. Mimroe. 

Waskinoton, July 3, 181 1. 
SIR ^ haw had the honor of ^ting to you verbally the 
system oi^klalee^s to .which hia majesty has been compelled 
to resort for thepmrpaae of protMting Ibe^ maritime righU 
and interests ^^-b» dominioas against the ^ew dctscription of 
warfeire^lhat hais faaen adopted % his enemies. I imvepre- 
seated to y^m the^grotinds. upon which his majesty finds, 
himself still loblig^ to eontimie that system^ and I conceive 
that I shall best m^t your wishes as expressed to me this 
m0i*nin^,^if in a m9^ farmal shape I sbonld lay before you 
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the ifliole extent of Uie qQestkm^ as it apfewrs to Mg vmja^ 
ty's govemmmt to exbt betwemi Greftt^Brttaifi aad AaM** 
ica. 

I beg leave to call yoor attention) sir» to the prkicipies on 
which htgmajesty'sOrderB iii Cosncil wweorifinaUy^oilad* 
ed. The Decree of BerKa was directly aod expjpewly att 
act of war, by which Fraoce prohibited all nationa irmtk 
trade or intercourse with Greot*Britain imderperil of oofi« 
fiscation of their ships and mercfaandtse ; although. Frane<^ 
had not the means of imposing an a^aal blockade in any 
degree, adequate to such a perpose. The inmiediate and 
professed object of this hostile Decree was tte dfe^metiaa 
of all British comuierce throngh means entirefyunsanotioiied 
by the law of nations, and nnairthorised by any'i*eeai?ed 
doctrine of legitimate blockade. 

This violation of tlie established law of civiliKed nations 
ill war, would have justified Great-Britain in reftidiating^ 
upon the enemy by a similar interdiction of all eommeroe 
with France, and with such other countries as rntghi co-op«> 
erate with France in b^ system of commercial hostility 
against Great-Britain. 

The object of Great-Britain W(» not, however, the des^ 
traction of trade, but its preservation under such regular 
tions as might be]compatible with her own socnrity^ at the 
same time that sk^, extended an indulgence to foreign com- 
merce, which strict principles would have entitled her to 
withhold. The retaliation of Great^Britain was not there* 
fore urged to the full extent of her right ; our prohibition 
of French trade was not absolute, but modified ; and in re- 
turn for the absolute prohibition of all trade with Great- 
Britain, we prohibited not all cotnBierce with France, but 
all such commerce with France as should not be carried on 
through Great-Britain. 

It was evident that this system must prove prejudicial to 
neutral nations ; this calamity was foreseen, and deeply re* 

S retted. But the injury to the neutral nation arose from 
le aggression of France, which had compelled Great-Brt* 
tain in her own defence to resort to adequate retaliatory 
measures of war. The operation on the Anoerican com* 
merce of those precautions, which the conduct of France 
had rendered indispensable to our security, is therefore to 
be ascribed \9 the unwamintable aggression of France^ and 
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toot to riiose proceedings on the part of Great-Britain, which 
th«t aggression had rendered necessary and josl. 

The object of our system was merely to counteract an at- 
tempt to crush the British tmde ; Great-Britain endeavor- 
ed to pei-mit the eotitinent to receive as large h portion of 
commerce as might be practicable, through Great-Britain ; 
atid all her subsequent regulations, antl every modiiication 
of her system by new orders or modes of granting or with- 
holding licences, have been calculated for the purpose of 
encouraging the trade of nentrals through Great-Britain, 
whenever such encouragement might appear advantageous 
to the genera! interests of commerce, and consistent with 
the public safSety of the nation. The justification of his ma- 
jesty^s Ordei-s in Conncil/aTrd the continuance of that de^ 
fence,' have always been rested upon the existence of the 
Decrees of Berlin and Milan, and on the perseverance of 
the enemy in the system of hostility, which has subverted 
th6' rightf of neutral commerce on the continent ; and it has 
always been declared eti the part of his majesty *s govern- 
ment, that whenever France should have effectually repeal- 
ed the Decrees of Berlin and Milan, and should have re- 
stored neutral cotnmerce to the condition in which it stood 
previously to the promulgation of those Decrees, We should 
immediately refieal our Orders in Council. 

'Prance has asserted that the Decree of Berlin wa6 a 
measure of jlijft retaliation on her part, occasioned by our 
pi-evious aggression ; and the French government has in- 
sisted that our system of Wockade, as it existed previously 
to- the Decree of Berlin, was a manifest violation of the re- 
ceived law of nations ; we must therefore, sir, refer to the 
articles of the Berlin Decree, to find the principles of our 
system of blockade, which France considers to be new, and 
contraiS^ to the law of nations. 

By the 4th and 8th articles it is stated as a justification 
of the French Decree, that Great-Britain * extends to unfor- 
tified towns and commercial ports, to harbors, and to the 
motUhii of rivers, those rights of blockade, which by the rea- 
«<m and the usage of nations, are applicable only to fortified 
places ; and that the rights of blockade ought to be limit- 
ed to foHresses really invested by a sufficient force. 

It is added in the same articles that Great-Britain < has 
declared places to be in a state of blockade, before which 

3 
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she has not a single ship of war,^and even [daces which the; 
whole British force would be insufficient to blockade ; ei^- 
tire coasts, and a whole empire/ 

Neither the practice of Great-Britain, nor the law of nst- 
tioDS) has ever sanctioned the rule^ now laid down by, 
France, that no place excepting fortiesses in a complete 
state of investiture, can be deemed lawfully blockaded by 
sea. 

If such a rule were to be admitted^ it would become 
nearly impracticable for Great-Britain to attempt the block- 
ade of any port of the continent, and our submission to tbjs 
perversipn of ilia law of nations, while it would destroy ope 
of the principal advantages of our naval superiority, would 
sacrifice the common rights aiii4 interests of all maritime, 
states* 

It was evident that the blockade of May, 1806, was the 
principal j^etended justification of the Decree of Berlin^ 
though neither the principles on which that blockade wait 
founded, nor its practical operation, afforded any color for 
the proceexlings of France. 

In point of dale, the blockade of May, 1800, precede^ 
the Berlin Decree ; but it was a just and legal blockade 
accordiog to the established law of nations, because it was 
intended to be maintained, and was actually maintained by 
an adequate forco appo^sted to guard the .whole coast de- 
scribed in the nctification, and consequently to enforce the 
blockade. 

Great-Britain has never atteo^pted to dij^ute, that in the 
ordinary course of the law of nations, no blockade can be 
justifiable or valid unless it be supported by an adequate 
i'orce destined to maintain it, and to expose to hazard all 
vessels attempting to evade its operation. The blockade 
of May, 1800, was notified by Mr. Secretary Fox^ on this 
clear principle^ nor was that blockade announced untiK he 
had satisfied himself by a cpmmvnication wit^ his ms^esty V 
Board of Admiralty, that the Admiralty possessed the 
means and would employ them, of watching the whole 
coast from Brest to the Elbe, and of effectually, enibrciag 
the blockade. 

The blockade of May, 1806, was tlterefore (according 
to the doctrine maintained by Great-Britain) just and law- 
ful in ils origin, because it was s^uppprted by both in inten- 
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lion and fact by an adequate naval force. This was the 
jaslification of that blockade, until the period of time when 
the Orders in Cowicil were issued. 

The Orders in Council were foutided on a distinct prin- 
ciple, that of defensive retaliation. Prance h^d declared 
a blockade of all the ports and coasts of Great-Britain, and 
hei" dependencies, without assigning, or being able to assign^ 
any force to support that Hockade. Such an act of the en- 
emy would h^ve justified a declaration of the blockade of 
the whdle coast of Prance, even without the application of 
any particular force to that service. Since the promulga- 
tion of the Orders in Council, the blockade of May, 1806, 
has been sustaincfd and extended by the more comprehen- 
iive system of defensive retaliation on which those regula- 
tions are founded. But if the Orders in Council should be 
abrogated, the blockade of May, 1806, could not continue 
under our construction of the law of nations, unless that 
blockade ^ould be maintained by a due application of an 
adequate naval force. 

America appears to concur with Prance in ass^ing that 
€freat-!foitain was the original aggressor in theallackon 
neutral rights, and has particoTarly objected to the blockade 
of May, 1806, as an obmus instance of that aggtesi^ion on 
die part of Great-Britain. , 

Although the doctrine* of the Berlin Decree, respecting 
fte rights of blockade, are not directly asserted by the 
American government, Mr. Pinckney's correspondence 
would appear to countenance the principles on which those 
doctrines are founded. The objection directly stated by 
America against the blockade of May^ 1806, rests on a 
supposition that no naval force which Great-Britain pos- 
sessed, or could have employed for such a purpose, could 
haVe rendered that blockade effectual, and that therefore it 
was necessarilv irregular, and could not possibly be main- 
tained in cdtiiortnity to the law of nations. 

Reviewing the course of this statement, it will appear that 
the blockade of May, 1806, cannot be deemed contrary to 
the law erf nations, either under the objections urged by the 
Prenchj or under those declared or insinuated by the Amer- 
ican government, because that blockade was maintained 
by a sufficient naval force ; that the Decree of Berlin was 
not therefore justified either under the pretext alledged by 
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France, or umlcr those supf»ortod l>y Aio^riea ; llmt Ihe Q^ 
ders io Council were founded oq a just principle of dei^n&ive 
retaliation against the violation of the law of nations oonii. 
mitted by France i» the Decree of Berlin ; that tb? block- 
ade of Mjiy, 1806, is now included in tlie more exl^naivei 
o|)eration of the Orders in Council ; and lai^tly, that the. Or- 
ders in Council will mit be continued beyond the effectual 
duration of the hostile decrees of Prance; nor wiU kbe blocks 
ade of May f 1806| coi;^tioiie q/ter the repeal of the Ordera 
in Council, unlejss his msyesty'sj^averAmetit shall thi^k ^ 
to sustain it by the special application of a sulffici^fit navc^l 
force. This fact will not bi^ snf&red . t^ reixiain Jn dotubtt 
and if the rpp^al of the Oitier^ in Qoupcil should t»kHp piac^ 
the intention of hiis majesty's governmeiii respecting tb^ 
blockade of May, 18Q6, wi|l be notified at the sam^ tiBi^* 

I need not recapituls^te to yoii the sentioaeots of bis mut 
jesty's government, sp often repfat^d, oo the sublet of tbe 
French Minister'^ note to Qeneral ArinstifaMgidaAed the 6tb 
of last August "i^^he studied ambiguijty of tlial note h^^ 
since b^^n s^^iply exjpli^ned by the copdi^ i^nd language 
of the goyevnmtyit pfFran^cei of which ftne pf the iiiost re- 
markable it^tanqes is to be fo^^ in th^ sp^^d^of the fibiel 
of the French ^pyernment on the 17th of last iiRooth to pevr 
tain deputies, trom the free cities of Hi^mburglD, BreineD;i 
and Lubecki wherein kp .declares tl^at thq ^^\m and 
Milan Becr^s shall be thip.pul>lic co<le of Ffance as long 
as England maintains h^r Q^der^ ip CoMQcil of IS^, 
and J807., Thus pronouncing ,a^ P^H^^ly ^ languagp will 
adnait, that the system of viqleiip^ ^nd inji)stice of whicjhibfe 
is the foundert vyill be mairitaiaed by hiip until the defear 
sive me^^siires of retaliation tp which they ^a^^e i^is^ o^i the 
part of Great-Britain s^ba'l be at^^ndoned: 
. If ot^ier procjfs were necessary to sbo\y the cc^itinued c^jf- 
is*ence of those pbppxious Decrees, they jnay bi^^discoyerr 
ed in the Imperial Edict .d^ted at F^^J^^^'^bl^u,. October 
19, 1810 J that mpnstroui^ prpdpction of violence, in. wjhich 
they are made tW basis pf a system of general, and unex- 
ampled tyranny and pppres^ipn. ov^r all countries subject^ 
tp, allied with, ov within tlie reacjji of the power of France ; 
in the report pfthe French miivst^pr for tbreigii affairs d^^ed 
la§t December, and in the letter pf the Fren<ih minister o*' 
justice to the president of thp council of prizes. To this 
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latter^^r, I wonid wish piarticalarly to invite your attention ; 
the date is the 25th December, the authority it comes from 
most unqaestio»able, and you wttl there find, sir, the Duke 
of Massa, in giving bis instructions to the council of prizes 
in consequeiice of the President of tlie United States' proc* 
lamalioi) of November 3, most cautiously avoiding to assert 
that the French Decrees were repealed, and ascribing not 
to such repeal, but to the ambiguous passage which he 
q<H>tes at length from M . Champagny*s letter of August 5, 
the new atkitude taken by America ; and you will miso find 
^ evidence in the same letter of the continued cajAm'e of 
American ships after November, and under the Berlin and 
llilan Decrees, having been contemplated by the French 
gj^veromeat, since there is a special direction given for 
judgMent on su^ ships being Suspended in consequence of 
the Ameriaan p^clamation, and for their being kept as 
pledges for its epforcement 

Gai^ tlim^ sir, tbe^^ Decrees be said to have been repeal* 
pd at the period when the proclamation of the President of 
the United Sitates appeared, or when America enforced her 
non-impprta^ioB aet against Gneat-Britain ? Are they sa 
|dtl|is Baomeht.? To the first questito, tlie state papera 
: wbicii I have referred to, appear to give a sufficient answer^ 
For ev^n suppasifig that the repeal has since takeii place, 
it is clear that our November 8, lliere was no question as to 
that not being then the case ; %l\e capture of the ship Newi 
Ot^I^ans Packft seiasedat Bordeaux, and the Grace* Ann- 
Qreen, semei atqr carried into Marseilles, bemg cases ari-i 
$^g Moder the Freqoh Decrees of Berlin atid Milan, as is 
very evident. Great-Britain might therefore compiaio of 
l^ng treated with injustice by America, even supposing 
^hat the conduct of France had since been unequivoca]. 

America contends that the French Decrees are revoked 
fis it respaetshet skips. upon the high seas, and you, sir, in- 
form me, that the only two American ships taken under 
their maritime operation, as you are pleased to tarmit, since 
November 1, haye been restored ; but may not they have 
been restored iq consequence of the satisfaction felt in 
France at the paa^ng of the non^iraportation act iti the 
American CangiSess^ an event so little to be expected ; for 
{Otherwise, havijtig badn captured in direct contradiction to 
t||e feyocutiqn^ why were they not restoi-ed inimediately ? 
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Thefearg ofthe French navy, howev^, prevent many 
Cases of the kind occurring on the ocean under the Decrees 
of Berlin and Milan ; but the most obnoxious and destruc* 
live parts of those Decrees are exercised with full violence 
not only in the ports of France, but in those of all other 
countries to which France thinks she can coninait injustice 
with impunity. 

Great-Britain has a right to complain that neutral nations 
should overlook the very worst features of these extraordi- 
nary acts, and should suffer their trade to be made a medi- 
um of an unprecedented, violent, and monstroas system of 
attack upon her resources ; a species of warfare tmattempt* 
ed by any civilized nation before the present period. Not 
only has America suffered her trade to be moulded into the 
Bieans of annoyance to €lreat*Britain under the provisions 
of the French Decrees, but as construing those Decrees as 
extinct, upon a deceitful declaration of the French Cabinet, 
4»he has enforced her Don4mportation act against Great- 
Britain. 

Uoiter these circumstances, I am instructed by my goir- 
emm<M}t, to urge to that of the United States, tt^ injostiee 
of thus enforcing that act against his majesty's dominions, 
and I cannot foot hope that a spirit of justice will induce the 
United States' government to re-c6nsider the line of con- 
duct they have pursued, and at least to- re-establish their 
former state of strict neutrality. 

I have only to add, sir, that, on my part, 'I sha'H ever be 
ready to meet you on any opening which ibay seem to af- 
ford a prospect of restoring complete harmony between the 
two countries, and that it will at all times give me the grieat- 
t&st satisfaction to treat with you on the important concerns 
fso interesting to both. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS J. POeTER. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, July 11, 1811. 
SIR — -Inconsequence of our conversation of yesterday, 
and the observations which you made respecting that part of 
my letter to you of the 3d inst. wherein I harve alluded to 
the principle oh which his majesty's €>rder$in Council w^rc 
priganally founded, t think it right to explain myself; iti or-* 
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der to prevent any possible mistake as to the present sitaa* 
tion of neutral trade with his majesty's enemies. 

It will only be necessary for me to repeat wliat has al- 
teady^long since, been announced to the American gov- 
ernment, namely, that his majesty *s Order in Council of 
April 26, J809, superceded those of November, 1807, and 
releived the system of retaliation adopted by his majesty 
against bis enemies from what was considered in this coun-; 
try as the most objectionable part of it ; tlie option given to' 
neutrals to trade with the enemies of Great-Britain, through 
British ports, on payment of a transit duty. 

This explanation, sir, will, I trust, be suflScient to do away 
any impression that yon may have received to the contrary 
from my observations respecting the effects which his ma- 
jesty *s Orders in Council originally had on trade of neutral 
nations. Those observations were merely meant as prelim-, 
inary to a consideration of the question now at issue between 
the two countries. 

1 have the honor to be, with the highest consideration and 
respect, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 



Jlr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, July 14, 1811. 

SIR — His mmesty's packet boat having been sd long 
detained, and a fortnight having elapsed since my arrival 
^t this capitol, his royal highness, the prince regent will ne- 
cessarily expect that I should have to transmit to his royal 
highness some official communication as to the line of con- 
duct the American goveniment mean to pursue, I trust 
you will excuse me therefore, sir, if without pressing for a 
detailed answer to my note of the 3d inst. I anxiously desire 
to know from you what is the President's determination 
wiili reap/sct to suspending the operation of the late Act of 
Congress prohibiting all importation from the British do- 
minions. 

There -have been repeated avowails lately made by the 
government of Prance, that the Decrees of Berlin and Mi- 
lan were still in. full force, and the acts of that government 
imve.corresponded with those £^vovvals. 

The measures of retaliation pursued by Great-Britain 
ag^ainst those Decrees are consequently to the great regret 
of his royal highness still necessarily continued,- 
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I have had the honor to sUAe to yow Ibe light in which hxa 
royalhigfhwss, the prince reg^iit viewed the Prodauiation 
of the President of last November, and the sQrpr»e with 
which he learnt the subt^quent measures ofCoirgMSsi^g^inst 
the British trade. ' 

American ships siezed under his majesty's Orders in 
Council even after that Proclamation appeared, were not 
immediately condemned, because it was believed that the in- 
sidious professions of France might have led the American 
government, and the merchants of America into an ercme* 
ous construction of the intentions of Fmnce, . . 

But when the veil was thrown aside, and the French m* 
ler himself avowed the continued existence of his invariable 
system, it was not expected by his royal highnec^ that Am«r* 
ica would hav€ refused to retrace the steps she had taken. 

Fresh proofs have since occurred of the resolution of the 
French government to cast away all consideration of the 
rights of nations in the unprecedented warfare Uiey have 
adopted. 

America however still persists in her. injurious measures 
agninst the commerce of Gf ^^t-Britain, and bis rayal high* 
ness has in consequence been obliged to look to meaM of 
r^aliat^ion^ against those measures wliicfa his royal highness 
cannot but consider as most unjustifiable. 

How desirable would it not be, sir, if a stop could bfe ptit 
to^ any material progress in such a system of retaliation, 
which, from step to step may lead to the most unfriendly sit»- 
nation between the two countries ? - 

His majesty's government will necessarily be guided in a 
great degree by the contents of my first despatches as to 
the ponduct they must^idopt towards America. 

Allow me then, sir, to repeat my request to learn from 
you whether I may not convey what I know- would be most 
grateful to his royal highness' feelings, namely, the hope 
that he may be enabled, by the speedy return af America 
from her unfriendly attitude towards Great-Britain, to for- 
get altogether that he ever was obliged to have any other 
object in view. besides that of endeavoring to promc^te the 
best understanding possible between the two countries. 

J have the honor to be, with the highest consideration^ 
sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 



Digitized by 



Google 



mt^TQVt OP THE WAB. 9$ 

Mr: W^i^tkT to Mr. Monroe. 

WAsniHQTONf Jaly 16, 1811« 
SIR-r*I bftd Ihe hoiUHr to receive the letter which yott 
^ddreissd t«» mt i^der yesterday's dale, requesting^ mi ex^ 
pkuiattoo from met io coBsequehce of my letters m the 94: 
and 14th u»U lof the precise extent in which a repeal of the 
Fi^encfa Decrees is by his majesty's government, made a 
condtti90 of the repeal of tbe British Orders, and particu- 
larly whether the condition embraces the seizure of vesielt 
and n^rchaiidiae euteririg French ports in contravention of 
Fi'ench regulatioms as well as the capture on the high seas, 
of ii«a&ral vessels and their cargoes, on the mere allegation 
thai tb^ are bowd to or from British ports, or that they 
have^M board British prodoctions or manofactures ; aa 
also,^slatiiig that in yo»r view <^ the French Decrees, Uiey 
oowprise teguMons essentially diffi^^rent in tb^r principle^ 
some of them violating the neutral rights of the United 
Slalei^ others operating against GreatHBritain without any ' 
^»eii violation. 

You will permit me, sir, for the purpose of answering, 
your qnetrimns as ektarly and concisely as possible, to bring 
into view the French J)eorees themselves, together with the 
offioiai ded^rations of the Frendi minister which aecompaf 
uied them. 

In the body of those Decrees, and in. the declarations aU 
inded to, you will find, sir, express avowals Uiat the princi^ 
pies on which they were founded, and provisions contained 
in tbem, are wholly new, unprecedented, and in direct con^ 
tradtctton to all ideas of justice and the principles and user 
ges of all civilized nations. The French government did 
not pretend t0 say that any one of the regulations contained 
in those Decnees WM a regulation which France had ever 
been in the previons practice of. 

They were conaeqoenlly to be considered^ and were inp 
deed atiowed by France herself to be, all of them, parts of a 
new syatom of waffare, anauthorised by the esAabiished laws 
of nations. 

It is in ibis light in which France herself has placed her 
Decrees, that Great-Britain is obliged to consider them* 

The. submission of neutrals to any regulations made by 
France, authorised by the laws of nations, and practised in 
former wars,, will never be complainedof by Great«Britaio ; 

4 
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but tbe regulations^ of the Berlin and Milan Decrees do, awdl 
ar&(dfetlare9 to violate the larws of nations, and the rights of 
Mutrlils, for the purpose of attacking through them the re- 
som-ces of Great-Britain. The mlef of Prance htt»*drawii> 
iko* distinction between any (rfthenv, nor hw^he declared ili# 
cessation of any one of tb^m in the «peeeh- which he so 
ktely addressed to the d^ulation from ike firee Impemt 
Hanse Towns, which was on the contrary a cimfinnatiofi' 
©f theai all. 

Not until tbe French Decrees therefore sbaH be efi^f!%ii<^ 
ally repealedrand thereby neutral commerce be restored to 
the situation in which it stood pret iously to tbeir prdmulga- 
tioni can hb royal highness ooncetfehim^f jollified, con->^ 
ftistentiy with what he owes to the safety and hofior^of fireati 
Briti&in, in fbi*egoing the just tneasures of retaliation which 
Ills nraiesty in hisdefenee ws^ necessitated toadopl agatn^t 
them. 

I trust, srr, that 4hfs explanation in answer 1» your -en- 
quiries will be considered by you sufficiently satisfactory f 
riioridytm require any fuHher, and wWdf it may^bef in my 
po\Ver to girve, (shall with the greatest cheerfulness affordit^ 
* T sincerely hope, bowerer, that no farther delay will be 
ihodgbl'necessary by the Pl-esiient in re^rtoring the relalions^ 
of amity whreh should ever subsist between Airierica an^A 
Great-Britain, as the delusicms attempted by the govehiment 
of Prance have now been made manifest^ and the perfidious 
phns of Its ruler exposed ; by which, while headds to^ and 
aggravates bis system of violence against neisrtral trade, he en-r 
deavors to throw aWtheodium of hisact^upon GreAt-Brli^ 
tain -with a view to engender discord between the neutral 
countries, atid the only power which stands up as a bulwark 
Ikgainst his efforts at universal tyranny a*id oppression. 

Excuse me, sir, if I express my wish as^ early m posAffote 
*o d^mtch his majesty's packist boat wilh the result of dor 
Communications, as his majesty's gev-ernment will nece8sa^^ 
rily be most anxiousio hear frdm me. Any short period of 
time, however, which may appear to you to be reasonal^) I 
will tiot hesitate to detain her. 

1 hstve llie*honof to be, &c. ' 

AUGUSTUS 1. P08TEK. 
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Mt. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 
I Department of State, July 23d» 1^8 U. . 

SIR — I have siitimitted to tbe FreaideDi y^ur sevei'M 
%fMer$ of Ifae 8il ami Itith of this moiilli reial4ve ^9 the Brjh- 
ttflb CUfders^tfi Gonnett atidthe4>loekade<^Mayy 1806» and 
f faaTeaowihe-hondr to cofiimuiiicate to you bis seiitunepta 
iHtlbejview whkh jroaba^e presented oi' those measures of 
y0or govertimeots. . 

It was Iuqf)ed thai jecir efMnnaimication would. haveJed 
to^aoNnHedkite accoRWiodatiou of' the difiepeaees sabsis* 
tkig belwaen oar cfMaatries, aa tlie ground on ^bi<?h alQne 
it is possibie to meet yaou* It is regretted that you bav^ 
^Mifiaed yaarself to a vindication of the. measui^ ivfaich 
]»»daced some ^f them. 

. The Ufiilad Stipes are as little disposed now, as beretor 
fei^ to eater intoAhe question concerning tiie priority of ag« 
session 4»y tbe two beUi^areals, ^rhieh could not be josti-^ 
fiad by et^er» by the fNriarity of thaee of the other. Biit as 
f^aii fana^ifarward 4hat plea in «apport oftheQrders ia 
Clooaeil,'! must im paemitted to reaiark that you baveyo4f i:w 
•eJf fwiiiished a canekisive answer to it» by admitting that 
tte block^aite of May 1806« which was prior to tbe tiiidt oC 
tbe Fr&ijch Decrees, would ,not be iegaU unless supporte4 
tbftaogh tbe whole extent of tbe coast, fvo^ the Elbe to 
Bluest, by aa adequate^ naval htce. Tbat such a b^ val tore? 
:wae actaally appjyed and continued in the requisite sU'icU 
nesa until tbatJ^ioclMide was comprised in aini superceded 
l>y.tbe Orders of November of the following year* or 4$ve^ 
Ottlil tlie PreaebDearaeuf^be same year« will n^ I presume, 
J^ dttegnd. * , 

. fiiHt wavif% tbit^^stion of priority, can it be seen witji«- 
out both surprise aed regret^ that it is still contended, that 
tb^ Orders in Council are justified by the principle, of retal- 
iatjotiiy and that thiai^ priucipie is strengthened by tbe iot* 
ab^ity of.Fraoce to enforce lier Decrees^ A retali^iou 
is, ria^ its aaaie» md its essential character, a retprning 
lihf^lor iiike> Ls the ckadly blow of the Orders in Counc^ 
against one half of oqr commerce^ a returpoflike tpr like 
to an eaa|Mty tlireat in tbe French Decrees, ugainnt the other 
half? It^maf be a vindieative hostility, as. far as its eiSSBCls 
fall on theenemv* But when falling on a neutral, who o|i 
HP pretext can be liable f^r more than tbe m^asui'&of ifijiu^ 
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M- BisrroKT of TmstwMs^ 

rs received tbroug^h sucTi neutral, H Would not be a retaltiN 
tion, but apositivewrottg'iby the pleaou whicbft is foun^d* 

It it to be further remarked that the €>rders^ 16 Gamml 
went even beyond the plea, such dia this has appeared ta be^ 
in extending its operation against the trade uiF^the United 
States, with nations which, like Russia, bi^ fi^ ^^bpled 
the Freni^h Decrees, and with all nations which had «€My 
excluded the BritiMhflag ; an exclusion resultiiig as a mai^ 
fer of course with respect to whatever tratton Great^Britfatci 
might happen to be at war. 

I am far from viewing the modification -originally con-* 
tained in these Orders, which permits neotrals to pifoseeirt^ 
their trade with the continent, through Oreat-ftitaitt, m Iba 
favorable light in which you represent it« It is iiipossiWa 
to proceed to notice the effect of this modifii^tsafn Wilhdet 
expressing our astonishaient at the extravilgance '<q| the f^ 
litical pn tension set up by it : a preteh5»on wlieh is a tterl y 
incompatible with the sovreignty and iYidepe^^neeo^oHi^' 
States, f n a commercial view, it is riot le»i objedtionillits^ ^^ a 
H Cannot faiHo prove destructive to neutrat eoitinle#oe<.< 

As an enemy, Oreat-Bfitain cannot trade wirtii FcAi^e; 
l^or does France permit a ueutral to come into herpo^ 
Iroim Great- Briton, The atteihpt of dreat-Britaia to urea 
oiir trade through her ports, wodid have tlierefor^ the eom* 
mercial effect of depriving the United Stirtes a)t0g^llleiM)f 
the market of her enemy for their productions, and 'irf dte^t 
atroying their value in her market hy asurebarge^^f it^ 
Heretofore it has been the asage of belHgei^t natiolistd 
carry on their trade through the intervention of tieotrakts { 
and this had the beneficial effect ofextending to the fiMlKt 
the advantages of peace« while safferingundeftht ^(^lA^t* 
ties of war. To revise the rule, mA to extend ^ natiant 
at peac^, the calamities of War, is a chan^^e ail novel aM €^k^ 
'^ traordinary as it is at variance wilh justiceand pubtio tifW. 

Against this miiust ^stem, the iTmted Slatoi eii«e«^,'at 
'iin early period, tneir solemn protest. They c^niildeiied \% 
their duty to evince to the world their high disapprobation 
of it, and they h^ve doner so by such a<As as w^Nre d^iemed 
most consistent with the ri^ts anfd paftcy of 'tbk'aatfon* 
Bemotefrom the contentious scene which desdtates^Eur0pe9 
it has been their uniform object to avoid becomivig a party 
to the war.^Wi^ this view th^ have eude^f or^d tfr ewHi^ 
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wMicMGcUiii^ mifk b^ fmlSm% hfn np*^ of eooduet 
nvhidb oiigilli to bave frodiieed thai eoect. Tbey ha¥^ 
4tiN^ Justus fa»i&iChpiMl)r in ef iiry tranaaisltou in wbich they 
k»ve been #ep«na^y engaged with it Tbey have obeervw 
«d tiie t«gi|^tiali%( wbifb waa due t» both, as belligerently 
BMHMti<ig'Wi eyial gfoantU having mnoinstanee given a 
iNsefdfetMS^ ia eilber ut the eicpense ot the other* The)' ha v^ 
^ofne, toO| wi]^ ^ual indulgence, injertes from both, being^ 
wiSAv^ whJieit wa» po ia t b l iv to impute them to easualtiea 
iQsaparable from a caU9e of war^aod aot to a deliberate in* 
4ig9tMfi^ y^ vioUte their righto; and even ^beu thai intention . 
i(Q^ not bamiatak^m they have not lost sight of the alti» 
Uiisit«.ol^fiQ(<Qf theiir p<4icy. In the measures to which they 
^m»W Nc^ c^BQHf^Uod to resort, they have in alt respects 
mii^tfliWd jiagififi relations sirilh both porties.. The alter-* 
Aaiiv^ffeiMladby their late actHt was offered equally to 
Wi^ aud could operate on neitiier^ no longer than it ahould 
. ptnMivire ia ilaii|y^res^ioo$ on o|ir neutral rights. The em« 

- bsrgi^ ^mA ao^^inisrcofurse, were p^iceful measures. The 
regsfa|tion# which they imposed oaour trade were suck 
w^atfy iiatio0 might adopt in peace or war^ without offence 
le^ a^y pthi^ i^atioii. The nan*ias|KNrtatiofi isofthe^OMi 

*^uiraeter« and if it makes a diAinctioo at this time^ in its 
iHprj^ipM^^twoen the Aidligerents, itAscessarily results from 

: 9^wmf^km^ d mm witht^e 4>ffer tnade la both» and which 
isstUl op^ io the compliance of the other^ ^ 

lo thgdiiirtwieiui which have taken place on the subject 
of the Orders in Council and blockade of May, 1806, th^ 

, 9il^b|^ernmeQtiacaDfermitytotheprm(»pleon which the 
CNifesin Gouneil are. said to be founded, declared that they 
s^Npld i^PHBto operate sssoon as France revoked her £dicts« 

' it wa^sti^ alMy that the British^ goverMient would pro** 
emApmrkpm^i^ with the government of France, in the re- 
vMiitioncI h^ Jlilicts. I will proceed to sh^w that the ob.» 
li gat i on (M Qfl|»iUBrttaia to revoke her Orders is complete, 

- HiGfordMgitoiief ownengagementsi and ti»atthe revocation 
iwriAtti^ to. be laiig^ ^Mayed, 

. % the. 9tA of May 1st, 1810, it is provided, < That if 
either Qfeat-Britain or Franco should cease to violate th4 
^iqiiWlil nwinrroe of the United States, which fact tlie Pre- 
sident slmrid declare by pcackmation, and the other party 
ldiwiklj|al.withifi.thr«^ months tbereftfter revoke or modify 
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its £di<As in «l«ke tiMiiMbr^ tint :tii0n ceitei» sieeUoM ifi;«i 
former act ]nterdiiAin(E<Uie0oiiMiefietaliQiercoiiiM 
the United SuUes and Grefh^Brttein imed France and lime 
dependencies, shoald horn- a^d after the expivatiofi t>f three 
laontbs from the date of the ;|iraelai«a|Je»t be re^iMd 4nd^ 
bave full force against 4he fonneiv ^ colonies and depeop- 
^ucies^ jaud, againat atl articles »tlie gray? tk^ prodaee^of 
n^anufacture of the saaae.* - j ^ 

The vrelatioiis of nenti^ ocanmeree aUn^d to iti^his act|^ 
^ere such as w^^icomjiiilted on the high seas. It uraa4a 
the trade hetweoa tfie Umited Slutes and theBrtUsb dewiiH 
ions, that France bad violated the neutral rights oi Am 
United States Jby.faer^Uockadiing. £dicts. It wM»with die 
trade of France and bar allies t^ Git^at-firteiii had c^oi*; 
xoitted similar.violatipos byi^niihir Jkliots. It wan the r#>i^ 
yocatian.of iliose Edicts, so far ii^ they c^moiittedsavtih vio*^ 
lations, which the United States had in Tiew, when thejp 
passed the .law, of May Ist, IHIQ. On tk^^d^^ August, 
18 Wf the Freoili > minister of foi^i^a afiairs «ddisess^ . ft 
note, td^ the nuntster pipQipoteqtiary af tlieUniled' Sti^t^s 
^t Paris, informuigxiiiffi that the Ded^ees of Berlin and Mi^ 
lun were revokred ; ihe^terjDcation ta> take effect on the ls| 
oi N.MveiQber following; thftt the mea^ofie had been taken 
by bts.go¥eirnnieiit ia <aiiafideniie that the British govern* 
«Eient. would revoke its Orders^ iuid renaoace its^ new priii*^ 
ciples of blockade, oic that the United States woidd eauss^ 
their rights la bexei^ipBted, imiforsEiably totbeact4if M^. 
1st, 1810. ,. - . > 

This measure of the French .government wasfoi|a4<ed oft 
t^ iaw.pf May Isti 1810, as is expressly declared in the left* 
i^r of, the Duke . of . Csidpre;anoattacing it. < Tim Sdiots^of 
Great- Britain, Ihe revocatioii #f winch vitem expeetod by 
France, weaeitbuse alluded la m t^t act ; arid th0 meajna 
by/which the United Stalea should cause tbeii*ri^its tobi^ 
respected, in cm^i Graattfint^in . should, nat eevoke her 
£dicts, yi^teWkemme to be found in the^ame aot« They 
consisted merely in the enfoj^eaieid; of tbenon^^impoitetiQa 
nc); against Great^Btntaiq, in tb'4 Unf xpecl^d and imprtiW 
Ue contingency* ... , ,.»/,., 

The lett^.ol the 5th of ^ugu^ whic^ aixHMittced die re^ 
vocation of. the Frenph Dtiiorees, was eamaMmiGat^to this 
gQvernmeat^ in ^nsequence. of which the PresidMl mmi. 
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m pradMAatfon 6n the 9d of No^embar^ t)ie ^y niie^ that 
(Ml which the repeal of the Freneh Decrees was to t«ke efiect 
ki wtiich he declared that all restrictiom imposed 1^ the act 
#f May Ist, 19Wf sboohl ceaae and be dtteonttntied ifi re* 
kiti^n to Prance and her dependencies. It was a necessaiy 
consefjnence of this prodamation, also, IhatifGreat-Brttaia 
did not revoke her Edicts, the iton-itnportatkNi woqld ope*' 
rate on her, at the end of three months. Thi^actaally took 
place. She declined the revoeation, and on the Sd ot Feb« 
mafy last, that law took eifect. In coiiiinBation of the pro- 
elamaf ion, an act of Goagreas WM passed on the 2d of March 
ft)lh)wfngf. 

Great^l^lain stiH dedines to revoke her Edicts, on the 
pretetision thot Framee bw not revoked hem. Under that 
impression she infers that the Unttetl States iiftv« done her 
ifnjiisttoe by carrying intoefiect the non-importation agaoiisl 
her. 

The United* l^fes maintatw that FrAnce has r^vokiad ht^ 
Edicts, so far as they violated their neatralrig;hls^ and were 
eonteftiphtted by the law of May l»t, IS1<^ aiHl have oo 
that ground p^rtienlarty datiiied and do-cspect of <Sreat«>» 
Britain a similar revocatton* 

The revocation announced- officiaity by the Stench min^ 
ister t)f foreign alfiitrs, tethe miiusler pksnipotenliliry of th# 
United States at Paris, on thi^SAh of Aeg'osl^ )«19^ was in 
ih^if sufiiiyietit tojnstiiy the claim oif the United States to « 
eorrespondtent measure freas l^redt-BHtain. She had de- 
clare<) that she would proceed pari pamu in the repeal 
With l^fnnte^ and the day being fixed when the repeal of 
^ Freneh Decreea slioidd take effiM^ it was reaoonable M| 
eotfchule that Great^Britain would lix the same day for the 
repeal of her Orders Had thia been done, the proclama- 
tion of the Piesident wonid have announced the revocation 
#f the Edieis of t>oth pewem at tbeeame time, and in con- 
sequence thereof the non^importfttton would have gone into 
operation against neither. — Siich» too, is the natural course 
of proceeding in transaetions betireen independent states ; 
and suoh the conduct wbioh they generaily observe towards 
each other. In all compacts between nations, it is the duty 
of ^aeh to [i^rform what ii^ipulales, and to presume on the 
good ftiith of the other fortt Mke performance. The U nited 
Statea having madcf a proposal to both belligerents were 
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a» wamroKT or «b9b was. 

boutid to aodipt a compltanpe fnMn dttNH-, and it was nd 
objection to the French compliance, that it was in a form to 
take ejfFeet at a fnture day ; that being a form not unusual 
ki other public acts ; even when nations are at war and 
make peace, this obligation of neutral con6ilence exists and 
is respected* In treaties ci commerce^ by which their fu* 
tore intareeurse is to be governed, the obligation is the 
same. — If distrust' and jealousy are allowed to prevail, the 
mai*ai tie, which binds nations together in ail their relations, 
m war, as vfrell as in peace, is broken* 

What would Greak^Britam have hazarded by a prompt 
<;ompliance in the manner suggested ? She had declared 
Aat she had adopted the restraints imposed by b^r Orders 
in Counett with reluctance, because of their distressing 
effect oci neutral powers. Bene then was a favorable op- 
portnmty presented to her, to w^hdraw from that mieasure 
with honor, be the conduct of France, afterwards, what it 
might Had Great^Britain revoked her Ortlers, and France 
foiled to fuMI her engi^meiit, she would have gained credft 
at the expense of France, and could have sustained no in** 
jury by k, because the failure of France to maintain her 
faith would have replaced Great-Britain at the point from 
which she had departed. To say that a disappointed reli- 
ance on the good faith of her enemy, would have reproach- 
ed her foresight, would be to set a higher value on that 
quality, than on consistency and good faith, aud would sac- 
rifice to a mere suspicion towards an enemy, the plain obli- 
gations of justice towards a friendly power. 

Oreat-Bntain has deolined proceeding pari paMm with 
France in the revocation of their respective Edicts. She 
has held aloof, and claims of the United States, proof, not 
only that Fi*ance has revoked her Decrees, but that she con«> 
tinues to act in conformity with the revocation. 

To shew that 4he repeal is respected, it is deemed suffi- 
cient to state, that not one vessel has been condemned by 
French tribunals, on the principles of those Decrees^ since 
the 1st of November last — The New-Orleans packet from 
GibrnltHr to Bordeaux, was detained but never condemned^ 
The Grace- Ann-Green, from Uiesame British port, to Mar- 
seilles, was likewise detained, but afterwards delivered up 
unconditionally to the owner, as was sue^ part of the cargo 
of the New-Orleans packet as consisted of the produce of 
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iaiSXtRY ^P THE WAB. ^ 

t.h^ Uvoted Slates^ fiolh these ve^eU proi^e^iiig frftw a: 
British port^ carried cargoes, some articles of which in eachu 
were prohibited by the laws of France, or admissible by the. 
sanction pf the government alone. It does not ]i^>pecir that, 
their detention was imputable to any other cause. Jf impu^i^. 
table to the circumstance of passing from a British to a 
French port* or on account of any part of their cargoes, it; 
affords no cause of complaint in Great-Britain* as a viola»». 
tion of her neutral rights. No such cause would be afi'9rd-. 
ed, even in a case of condemnation* The right of comr 
plaint, would have belonged to the United Statics. 

In denying the revocation of the Decrees^ so far as it is a 
proper subject of discussion between us, it might. rea«ona« 
bly be expected that you would produce some examples of 
Vessels taken at sea, in voyages to British ports, or on their, 
ceturn home, and condemned under them by a French tri^. 
bucai. W one such has been afforded by you. None such, 
are knowu to this government. .r 

You urge only as an evideuce that the Decrees ^e uojt 
repealed, the speech of the Emperor of Fmnce to th^ depu-, 
ties from the free cities of Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck; 
the Imperial Edict dated at Fontainbleau on the 19th of 
Oct. 1810 ; the report of the French minister of foreigii^ 
afiairs,.dated in December last, and a letter of the minister, 
of Justice to the President of the Council ol' prizes pf.thOf 
25tli of that month. , • , 

There is nothing in the first of these papers incompatible 
with the revocation of the Decrees, in respect to the United, 
Slatas. It is distinctly declared by the Emperor in his 
speech to the deputies of the Hanse Towns, thai the block-t 
ade of the British Islands shall cease when the British 
blockades cease ; and that the French blockade st^all cease 
in favor of those nations in whose favor Great Britain, re^ 
vpkes hers, or who support their rights agaios> her preten^ 
* sipn, as France admits the UuitedStatep wilt do, by enforc- 
iqjg the non-importation act. The same sentiment is e^^^ 
pressed, jn the report of the niinisters of foreign aflEairs.— 
Tie Pecree of Fontainbleau having no /effect on the high 
seas, cannot be brought into this dispdssion. It evidently 
h^ no connection with«nentral right^i. The letter from , the 
minister of justice, to tjie. President of the Council of pri^as^ 
is of a different character* It rejivtes in direct terms ta this| 
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34 mSTORT OF THS WARr 

flttbfcctbfitnot in the sense in which yen understen^: i(J 
After reciting the note from the duke of Cadore of the Stb^ 
August last, to the American minister at Paris, which an^ 
nounced the repecd of the French Decrees, and the proclama- 
tion of the President in consequence of it, it states that all 
eanses arising under those Decrees after the Ist of Novem- 
ber, which were then before the cotirt,. or might . afterwards 
be brought before it. should not Be judged by the principles 
of the Decrees, but be suspended until the fid Pej^ruaryy 
when the United States having fulfiJed their engagement, 
the captures should be declared void,^ and the vessels and 
their cargoes delivered up to their owners* This paper ap- 
pears to afford an unequivocal evidence of the revocation of 
the Decrees, so far as relates to the United States. By in- 
structing the French tribunal to make no (Secission till the 
2d of February, and then to restore the property tothe own- 
ers, on a particular event which has happened, all cause 
of doubt on that point seems to be removed* TheUniteA 
States may jtistly complain of delay in the restitution of the 
property^ hut that is an injury which effects them only. 
Great Britain has na right to complain of it. She was in- 
terested only in the revocation of the Decrees by which 
neiitral rights would be secured from future violation ; or 
if she bad been interested ifi the delay it would have afford- 
ed no pretext for more tlian a delay in repealing her order*: 
the 2d of February. From that day at farthest the French 
Decrees wquld cease. At the same day ought her Orders 
to have ceased* I might add to this statement, that every 
eommunication received from the French government, ei-« 
ther through our representatives there^ or it* representatives 
here, are in accord with the actual repeal of the Berlin and 
Milan Diecrees, in relation to the neutral commerce of the^ 
United States. But it will suffice to remark, that the best, 
and only adequate evidence of their ceasing to operate, is 
the defeat of evidence that they do operate, (t is a ease 
wliere the want df proof agt^inrt the fulfilment of a pledge \» 
proof of the fuJfilnXent. Every case occurring, to which if 
the Decrees were iii force, they would be applied, and ta 
which they arehotap}^lied, is a proof that they are not in 
force. And if these preiofs have not been more multiplied^ 
..I need not remind you tluit a cause is lobe found in the nu* 
inerous captures mider yotv' Orders in Council, whiCh coiir- 
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tlmie to evince the rigour with which they are enforced, aC- 
\er a failure of the basis on which they are supposed to rest. 
But Great-Britain contends, as appeal's by your last letters 
that sh^ ought not to revoke her Orders in Cauncit» until 
the commerce of the continent is restored to the st^te in 
which it stood before the Berlin and Milan Decrees wer^i 
issued ; until the French Decrees are re|>ealed not only i» 
to the United States, but so as to permit Great-Britain to 
trade with the continent. Is it then meant that GreaUBri- 
tain should be allowed to trade with all the powers with 
whom she traded at tltet epoch? Since that time Prance has 
extended her conquests to the north, and raised enemies 
against Great- Britam^ where she then had friends. Is it 
proposed to trade with them niitwithstandin^ the change in 
their situation ? Between the enemies of one Stat© and 
those of another, no discrimination can be made. There i$ 
none in reason, nor can there be any of- right, in practice; 
Or ^o you' maintain the general principle aud contend that 
Great-&ritain ought to trade with France and her Allies ? 
Between enemies there can be no commerce. The vessek 
of either taken by the other are liable to confiscation ahd are 
always confiscated. The number of enemies or extent of 
country which they occupy, cannot;, effect the question* 
The laws of war govern the relations which subsist between 
them, whfch especially in the circumstance under consider- 
ation are invariable. They were the same in times the most 
remote that they now are. Even if peace bad taken place 
between Great-Britain and the powers of the continent she 
would not trade with them without their consent Or does 
Great-Britain. contend, that the United States, as a neutral 
power, ought to open the continent to her commerce, on 
such terms as she may designate ? On what principle can she 
set up such a claim? No example ofitcan be found in tl^his* 
tory of past wars, nor is it founded in any recognized prin- 
ciple of war, or in any semblance of reason or right The 
United States could not maintain such a claim in their 
own favor, though neutral — when advanced in favor of an 
enemy, it would be the most preposterous and extravagant 
claim ever heard of. Every power when not I'estrained 
by treaty, has a right to regulate its trade with other nations^ 
in such a manner as it finds it most comistent with its inter- 
est ; to admit, and on its, own conditions, or to prohibit the 
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importation of such articles as are necessaiy lo supply llie 
wants, or encourag-e the industry of its people. In what- 
light would Great-Britain view an application from the Unit- 
ed States for the repeal of right of any act of her parlia- 
menty which prohibited the importation of any article from . 
the United States, such as their fish, or their oil ? Or which 
claimed the diminution of the duty on^ any other, such as 
their tobaccx) on which so great a revenue is raised? In 
what^light would she view a similar applicatiwi made at 
the instance of France, for the importation into England, of 
any article the growth or manufacture of that power which 
it was the policy of the British government to prohibit. 

If delays have taken place in the restitution of American 
property, and in placing the American commerce in the 
ports ot France on a fair auij satisfactory basis, they involve 
questions, as has already been observed, in which the United 
States alone are interested. As they do not violate the re- 
vocation by France, of her Edicts, they cannot impair the 
obligation of Great-Britain to revoke hers ; nor change the 
epoch at winch the revocation ought to have taken place. 
Had that doly followed, it rs more than probable that those 
circttmstances, irrelative as they are, which have excited 
doubt in the British government of the practical revocation 
of the French Decrees, might not have occurred. 

Every view which can be taken of this subject, increases 
the painful surprise at the innovations on all the principles 
and usages heretofore observed, which are so unreservedly 
contended for, 'in your letters, of the 3d and IGth inst. and 
which, if persisted in by your government, presents such an 
obstacle to the wishes of the United States, for a removal of 
the difficulties which have been connected with the Orders? 
in (DoQficil. It is the interest of belligerents to mitigate the 
calamities of war, and neutral powers possess ample means 
to promote that object, provided they sustain with impar- 
tiality and (trmness the dignity of their station. If belliger- 
ents expect advantage from neutrals, they should leave them 
in the full enjoymerrt of their rights. Hie present war, has 
been oppressive beyond example,-by its duration, and by* 
the desolation which it has spread throughout Europe. It 
is highly important that it should assume, at least, a milder 
character. By the revocation of the French Edicts, so far 
Hs they respected t^ie neutral commerpe of the United Stales^ 
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some advance is made towards that most desirable and con-p 
soling; result. Let Great*Britain follow the example. The 
ground thu? gained will soon be enlarged by tlie concur- 
ring and pressing interest of all parties, and whatever is 
gained, will accrue to the advantage of afflicted humanity. 
• I proceed to notice another part of your letter of the 3d 
inst. which is viewed in a more favorable light. The Pres- 
ident has received with great satisfaction the communica- 
tion that should the Orders in Council of 1807, be revoked^ 
the blockade of May, of llie preceding year, would cease 
with them, and that any blockade which should afterwards 
be instituted, should be duly notified and maintained by an 
adequate force. This frank and explicit declaration, wor- 
thy of the prompt and amicable measure ado|>ted by the 
prince regent in coming into power, seems to remove a ma- 
terial obstacle to an accommodation of differences between, 
our countries, and when followed by the revocation of the 
Orders in Council, will, as I am authorised to inform yoo, 
produce an immediate termination of the non-hnportatioa 
law, by an exercise of the power vested in the President for 
that purpose. 

I conclude with remarking, that if I have confined, this 
letter to the subjects brought into view by yours, it is not 
because the United States have lost sight in any degree of . 
the other very serious causes of complaint^ on which they 
have received no satisfaction, but because the concdiatory 
policy of this government has thus far separated the case ot* 
the Orders in Council from others, and because with resfiect 
to these others, your communication has not afforded any 
reasonable prospect of resuming them, at this time, with suc« 
cess. It is presumed that the same liberal view of the true 
interests of Great-Britain, and friendly disposition towards 
the United States, which induced the prince regent to re-r 
move so material a difficulty ;«s had ansen in relation to a 
repeal of the Orders in Council, will lead to a morefavorar 
ble fui'ther consideration of the remaining difficulties on that 
subject, and that the advantages of an amieabie adjustment 
of every question, depending between the two countries^ , 
will be seen by your government, in the same light, as they, 
are by that of the United States. 
I have tlie hon43r to be, &c. 

,TAMES MONHOE, 
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Mr. Foster to Mr. 31onroe. 

Washington, July 26lh, 181 1. 

SIR — I have had the honor to receive your letter of July 
23d9 in answer to mine of the 3d and 14th inst* which you 
will permit nie to say were not merely relative to his majes- 
ty *s Orders in Council, and the blockade of May 1806, but 
alfo to the Presidents* proclamation of last November, and 
to the consequent act of Congress of March 26^ as well as 
to the just complaints which his royal highness, the 
prince regent, had commanded me to make to your gov^ 
^mment, with respect to the proclamation and to that act- 

If the U. States* government had expected that I should 
have made communications which would . hava enabled 
them to come to an accommodation with Great-Bntain on 
the ground on which alone you say it was possible to meet 
us, apd that you mean by that expression a departure from 
our system of defence against the new kind of warfare still 
practised by France, lam at a, loss to discover from what 
source they could have derived those expectations ; ceiv 
tamly not from the correspondence between the Marquis 
Wellesley and Mr. Pinkney, 

Before I proceed to reply to the arguments which are 
iH'ought forward by y;m to show that the Decrees of Berlin 
zaA Milan are repealed, 1 must first enter into an explana* 
tion upon some points on which you have evidently misap- 
prehended, for I will not suppose you could tove wished to 
niisinterpret my meaning. 

And first, in regard to the blockade of May, 1806, 1 must 
avow that I am wholly at a loss to find out from what part 
of my letter it is that the President has drawn iheun^alijied 
inference, that should the Orders in Council of 1807^ be re- 
voked, the blockade of May, 1806, would cease with them. 
-i^It is most material that, on this poin|, no mistake 
ishould exist between us. From your letter it would ap- 
pear, as if on the questk>n of blockade which America had 
so unexpJsctedly connected with her demand for a repeal of 
our Orders in^Council, Great-Britain had made the conces- 
sion required of her; as if, after all that has passed on the sub- 
ject, after the astonishment and regret of his majesty's gov- 
ernment at the United States having taken up the view 
which the French government presented, of our just and 
kgitimate principles of blockade, which are exemplified in 
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the blockade of May, 1800, the wlurfe grottnd ttken by bb 
Hiajet^y's government was at once abandoned. When I 
kmd the honor to exhibit to you my instructions, and to draw 
«p as 1 conceived, according to your wishes and those of 
the President, a statement of the mode in which that block- 
ade would probably disappear, I never meant to authorise 
mch a conclusion^ and I now beg* most unequivocally to 
disclaim it. The blockade of May, 1806, will not continue 
after the repeal of the Orders in Council, unless his majes- 
ty's government ^all think fit to sustain it by the special 
application of a sufficient naval force, and the fBLti of ito 
being so continued or not, will be netiAed at the time. liv 
in this view of the matter,, which is certainly presented in a 
conciliatory spirit, one of the obstacles to a complete under* 
landing between our countries can be removed by the Uni- 
ted States government waving all fiirt'ther reference to that 
blockade when they can be justified in asking a repeal of 
the Orders, and if I may communicate this to my govern- 
ment, it will undoubtedly be very satisfactory ; but I beg 
distinctly fo disavow having made any acknowledgment 
that the blockade would cease merely in consequence of a 
Invocation of the Orders in Council ; whenever it does 
cease, it will eease because there will be no adequate force 
to maintain it. 

On another very materia! point, sir, you appear to have 
misconstrued my words ; for in no one passage of my letter 
can I discover any mention of innovations on the part of 
Great-Britain,, such as you say excited a painful surprise in 
your government. There is no new pretension set up by 
his majesty ^5 government.* In answer to qnestions ofyours^ 
as to what were the Deci-ees or regulations of France 
which Great-Britain complained of, and against which she 
directs ha* retaliatory measures, I brouglit distinctly inta 
your view the BeMin and Milan Decrees, and you have not 
denied, because, indeed, you could not, that the provisions, 
of those Decrees were new measures of war on the part of 
France, acknowledged as such by her ruler, and contrary 
to the principles and usages of civilized nations. That the 
present war has been oppressive beyond example by its du- 
ration, and the desolation it spreads through Europe, I wil- 
lingly agree with you, but the United States cannot surely 
mean t^ attribnte the cause to Great-Britain. The question 
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between Qt'eatrUritain and Prance is that of an' bonol*abl<^ 
straggle againat itbe lawless efforts of an ambitious t^^rant, 
and America c|in but have the wish of every independent 
nation aslo its result. 

. On a third point, sir, I have also to regret that my mean^ 
>ng should have been mistaken. Great-Britain never con- 
tended that British merchant vessels should be allowed to 
trade with her enemies, or that British property, should be 
allowed entry into their ports, as you would infer ; such a 
pretension would indeed be preposterous ; but Great-Bri- 
tain does contend against the system of terror put in practice 
by Fc»nc«,,by whiqh usurping authority wliereyer her arms 
orih^ timidity of nations, will enable her to extend her in- 
fluence, she makes it a crime to iieutral countries, as well as 
i4)dividaals.that they should possess articles, however acquir- 
ed, which may have been once the produce of English in- 
dustry or of the British soil. Against such an abominable 
and extravagant pretension every feeling must revolt, and 
the hqnor np less than the interest of Great^Britain engages 
her to Ojppose it. 

: Turning to the coarse of argumept. contained in your let- 
ter, allow me to express my surprise at the conclusion you 
draw in considering ihje question of priority relative to the 
French Decrees or British Orders in Council. It was 
dearty proved that the blockade of May, 1806, was main- 
tained by an adequate . naval force, and therefore was«a 
blockade founded on just and legitimate principles, and I 
have not heard that it was considi^red in a contrary light 
when notified as such tp you by Air. Secretary Fox, nor 
until it suited the views of France to endeavor to have it 
considered otherwise. Why America took up the view the 
French government cbps^ to give of it, and could see in it 
grounds for the^ French Decrees, was always matter of as- 
tonishment in Engl^ind. 

> Your remarks on modifications at various times of oui: 
system of retaliation will require the less reply froni the cir- 
cumstance .of the Orders in Council of April, 1809, having 
superceded them alL They were calculated for the avow- 
ed purpose of softening the effect of the original Orders on 
iieutral commerjce, the incidental effect of those Orders on 
neutrals having been always sincerely regretted by his ma- 
jesty's government ; but when it was found that neutrals ob>» 
jected to them they were removed. 
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As to tlte. principle of reteliattmi, it is fonaded on ^he jost 
^smd natural r\g\A of self defence against our enemy ; if 
France is unable to enforce ber Decrees on the oeean, it i^ 
not from die want of will, for she en^Mrces them wherever 
sfce can do it ; ber threats are only empty where ber power 
is of no avaiL 

In the view yon have taken of die conduct of Americat 
in ber relations with the two beiligerents/and in the con«* 
elusion yon draw with respect to the impartiality of your 
country, as exemplitied in the non-importation law, I Idf* 
ment to say I cannot agree with you. That act is a direct 
measure against the British trade, enacted at a time when all 
the legal authorities in the United States appeared ready 
to contest thfe staten^nt of a repeal of the French Decrees, 
on which was founded the President's proclamation of No* 
vember 2d, and consequently to dispute &e justice of th# 
|>roclamation itself. 

Ton urge, sir, that the British government promised to 

fTQceed pari pas9ti wiUi France in the repeal of her !Sdicts» 
t is to be wished you could point out to us any step France 
bas tdcen in repeal of hers^ Great-Britain has repeatedly de- 
elaredthat she would repeal when the French did so, and 
she means to keep to that declaration. 

I have stated to you that we could not consider the let* 
ter of August 69 declaring the rcipeal of the French Ediols^ 
providing we revoked our Orders in Council, or America 
resented our not doing so^ as a step of that nature ; and the 
French government knew that we could not ; their object 
was eviftently while their system was adhered to> in all its 
rigor, to endeavor to persuade the American government 
that they had relaxed from it, and to induce her to proceed ia 
enforcing the submission of Great-Britain tri the inordinate 
demands of France. It is to be lamented that th^y have biijt 
too well succeeded ; for the United States government ap- 
pear to have considered the French Declaration in tbe sense 
in which France wished it to be taken, as an absolute repeal 
of her Decrees, without adverting to the conditional terras 
which accompanied it. 

But you assert that no violations of your neutral rigto 
by France occur on the high s^as, and that these were all 
the violations alluded to m the act of Congress of Mayv 
1810. 1 readily believe, indeed, th^t such cases are jrare, b^ 

6 
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it k ow^ <o the preponderance of the British rift^y tjiat 
tfaey are so, when scarce a ship under the Freach Qug caA 
venture to sea without being taken, it is not extraordinary 
that they nmke no captures. H such violations atone were 
within the purview of your law, there would fiieem to have 
been no necessity for its enactment. The British navy; 
might have been safely trusted for the prevention of this oc* 
currency. But I have always believed and my government 
has believed, that the American legislators had in view la 
the provision of their law as it respects France, not only her 
deeds of violence on tiie seas, but all the novel and extra* 
ordinary pretensions and practices of her government whicht 
infringed their neutral rights. 

We have had no evidence as yet of any of those ficeten** 
sions being abandoned. To the ambiguous declaration in 
Mr. Cham(»agny*s note is opposed the unambiguous and 
personal declaration of Boiiaparte himself. You urge tha| 
there is nothing incompatible with the revocation of the De-» 
erees in respect to the United States, in his expressuHis to 
the deputies fi*om the free cities of Hamburgh, Bremen^ 
and Lubeck, that it is distinctly stated in that speech* that 
the bioekmk of the British Islands shall cease when ihe 
British blockade shall cease, and that the French blockade 
shall cease in favor of those nations in whose faver Great- 
Britain revokes hers or who support their rights against her 
pretensions. 

It is to be inferred from this and the corresponding paiis 
of the declaration alluded to» that unless Great- Britain sac* 
ritices her principles of blockade, which are those authori- 
zed by the established laws of nations, France will still 
maintain her Decrees of Berlin and Milan, which indeed^ 
the speech in question declarer to be the fundamental laws 
0f the French empire* 

I de not, I confess, conceive how these avowals of the 
ruler of France, can be said to be compatible with the re^ 
peal of his Decrees in respect to the United States. If the 
tJniied States are prepared to insist on the sacrifices by 
Great-Britain of the ancient and established rules ol^ mari* 
time war practised by her, then indeed they may avoid the 
operation of the French Decrees, but otherwise, according 
to this document, it is very trlear that tibey are irtill subjected 
tothem^ 
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TtiePeofee of FoantiiiTibleau is cohfes^dly feimded Cffi 
the Decrees of Berlin and Milan, dated the 19lh October, 
1810, and proves their continued existence. The repor* 
•f the French aiinistfer of December 8; announdng the pem 
severance of Fra«ce in her Decrees.is still further i« confir- 
mation of ^uii and a re^perusal of tlie letter of the minister 
of justice, of the 25th last December, coiifirrHs me in the 
iafereaee I drew frond it, for otherwise why should that min- 
ister make the prospective restor^ition of American vessels, 
taken after the 1st of November, to be a conseqnerice of the 
non»importatioa^ and riot of the French revocation. If tlie 
French goveritment bad been sincere, they would have ceas- 
ed infringing^ on the -neutral rights of America, after the 1st 
Novomber. — ^That they vidated them, however^ after that 
perkfd, is notorious. 

Your governmei>t seem to let it be undjprslood that an 
ambiguous declaratioo from Great-Britain? semil;^ to that 
of the French i^iuistefi would bav-e been aeiceptable to tbeo^. 
But, srir, is it consistent with the dignity of a nation that 
respecfo itself, to speak in ambiguous Unguage ? The sub- 
jtets and citizens oS ettb^r country would in the end be the 
victims, as many are already, in all ppobahility, who from 
a QtiscOnstraction of the meaning of the French ^overa- 
ttent, have been led iato the most improdeot specul«iiitns. 
Such conduct would «]iot *be to proceed pari passu with 
.France in revoking our Edicts, faut to descend to the tise of 
thefiepiidious and juggling continvances of her cabinet, by 
whieh §befiUstier .^clfers at <the expense of independent 
nations. A similar construction of proceeding pan pmsu 
might lead lo such Dedrees as those of Kambomtlet, or of 
:Bayonne, to the system of exclusion or of li<5ences, all 
jneasures of France against the American commerce, is 
nothing short of absolute hostirity. 

It is urgi^d that no vessel has been i^ondemned by the iri- 
biinals of France, on the principles of her Decrees since the 
the 1st of November. You cjllow, however, that there have 
been some detained since that period, and that such part of 
the cargoes a» eonsifllted of goods not the pioduce of Amer- 
ica, was seised^ and the other part, together with the ve«sel^ 
itgQ'lf, onlt reli^ased aftef the President's proclamation be- 
came known in France. These circumstances, surely, only 
prove the difficulty that France is under in reconciling hep 



Digitized by 



Google 



'44 tttSTOUT Ot Ttt* tVAll. 

anli-commercial and anti-neutral system, with her desii^to 
express her satisfaction at the measures' taken in America 
against the commerce of Great-Britain. She seizes in vir- 
tue of the Berlin and Milan Decrees, Imlshe makes a pa!'>- 
tial restoration for the purpose of deceiving America. 

I have now followed you, \ believe, sir, through the whole 
range of your argument, and on reviewing the course of it, 
I think I may securely say that no satinfaetory proof has yet 
been brought forward of the repeal of the obnoxious De- 
crees of France, but on the contrary, that it appears they 
continue in full force, consequently that no grounds exist 
on which you can, with justice, demand of CIreat-rBritain a 
revocation of her Orders in Ctmneil ; — that we have a right 
to complain of the conduct of the American government, in 
enforcing the provisions of the act of May, IdlO, to the ex- 
elusion of the British trade, and afterwards in obtaining a 
special law for the same purpose^ though it was notorious 
at the time that Prance still continued lK;r aggressions upon 
American commerce, and had recently promulgated- anew 
lier Decrees, suffering no trade From this country, but 
through licences publicly sold by her agent, and that jsMthe 
isuppositions you have formed ot innovsitions bn the part of 
Great-Britain, or of her pretensions to trade with her ene- 
mies are wholly groundless, I have also stated to you Ae 
view his majesty's government has taken of the question of 
the blockade of May, 1806, and it now only remains^tb^t I 
urge afresh the injustice of the United States' govemmenlf 
persevering in their union with the Pren4.4i system, foi^Ae 
purpose of crushing the commerce of Great-Britain. 

From every consideration which equity, good policy, or 
interest can suggest, there appears to be such a ball Upon 
America to give op this system, which favors France, to 
the injui-y ofGreat-Britain, that I cannot, however Httlifsat-^ 
isfactory your comn!kunications are, as yet abandon all bl>pes 
that even before the Congress meet, a new view may be 
taken of the subject by the President, vrhich will lead* to 9 
more happy result. 

I have the honor to be, with very high consideration an4 
respect, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

AUGUSTUS Jv FOSTER. 
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Mr. Mmtve to Mr. Fo$ter, 
BsfiAHTMENT OF Statjb, July 27tb, 1811. 

SIQr?-I bad the hofMir to receive your letter of yesterday** 
^ate» in time to «ubmit it toUie view of the President before 
he left toWD« 

It was my abject to stole to you ia my letter of the 23d 
last, tbat under existioff 4»reaiDstanees» it was impOHsible for 
Uie IVesid^Fit to terminate the operation of tbe noa*importa- 
^on law of the 3d of March last ; that Franice having except* 
ed the pfopiosition made by a previous law equally to G. 
• BriftaiD and to France, and having revoked her Decrees, 
vioiatiiigour aeutral righls, and Great-Britain having declin- 
ed to • revoke hers» it became the duty of tbui government 
to fulfil its ^igi^muent, and to declare the non-importa- 
tion law in i^c/t against Great-Britain. 

This state of a^irs has not been jso^ght by tbe United 
States. 'Whsn tbe proposition, contained in the law of May 
Ist, 1810, was 4iffecsed equally. to. both powers, there was 
cause to presume ^tGreat-JBritain would have accepted il^ 
in which event the nonbiinportation law would not have o]^ 
wasted against her. 

It is in the power of t)ie British government i^t this time 
to enable Uie Preside to set the non^importetion law aside, 
% rendering to tbe United States an act of justice. If 
Great-Britain /will cease to violate our neutral rights by re- 
vd^ing her Orders in 0>uacil, on which event alQne the 
Premdent has tbe powm*^ I am instructed to inform you that 
be yriUy witbeot diriay, exercise it by termipaiing the ope- 
ration of tUs law. 

It is presittaed tb|^ tbe communications which t have 
bad tbe henor to make to you, of the revocation by France 
^ber Decrees, ao far as tbey violated the neutral rights of 
the Umted States, and <^ her conduct since the revocation, 
^Ui present to your government a different view of the sub- 
ject, from that wshi^ it had before take^ and produce in its 
iSiHincils a eowespondent effect, 

I have tbe baMr to he, &c. 

JAMES MONKOE. 

Mr. Mmro9 to Mr. Foster. 
SIR-^I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
dSth of July^ and to submit it to tbe view of the President, 
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In a»#w«iiig^^ikiktter, it ^9 fimper AU I shoirid noliee 
a cotnplaini that I bad mnritt«d tn r#fii7 m mw of the 23d 
of Joty, to your rUi4H)flftr«»o» agaimt Che (iMcUm^on of 
the ¥tmAmti of NotMsber l«Bt^ aiid;tfl^tlie daiiiMil wbwii 
you had made, by order of your ^overmnent, of tine repeal 
tof the non-httf^ortatioii aotVf Mateh 3dvOf tte firesmt y«ar. 

My klleir hm ctrUkily not lOBisttd thki fmfmtstioii. 

Haviitg shewn the in^Q^tice of t}^ British g&^/^tmuaxeiAim 
^umg tfaeXdiders in Goancil «i tiw pretext aissignedf and 
Jt6 still greater i^^uitice %m adhering to tbem after thftt f>i^ 
lest had failed, a fi^pGct for Graat*BrttakH as . iwU at for 
Utt Uoited Stipes, prevestod m^^^acbf in the strotig Hflit 
tin which the iubfect aatamliy fmmut&A iUei^ the. reaion** ' 
^ati(^ alluded 4o» a^ Ihe tea^roondinaiy deaiaiid fMaded 
on itf that while year f^owrnmeat accotiiiiiodaled in itol^ 
Ing) the United Btalis skonkl reltnqoisfa^e gvotiiid^ which 
by a just rai^rd to the pobUc Tights and hwor^ they had 
been compeHed to iatDt. • Pi*efimftion» tendaig te^ k^rade 
4 natioot "^'^^^ aevw bebrengtt^ ittl» dipetisskin by a govern- 
ment, not pt^paredto sobrnk to the degradation.: It was 
for this reason that I confined my reply to^UiOsepasaageaia 
^oor Utt^, wiHiKh.iw¥olvied tha ciiim of the Umked States/ 
-on^ the primsapieis of jcntke, io theireimsalvoa ^f the Orders 
4a CoaaoiL YonT'dentsffid, fao)Weter, jWIis ^neither uaiioti- 
-aed or U|i»isi9ei!ed« In taring h^nre yott the eamplete, 
and as was beiieT^ kresisttUe proof en which the U of tad 
States eMpe<6ted,^aiid catted fcv iheraiwoitian of the Orders 
in Coiiactt,^ ^^stfipexplieil aMrwer wasaappewd to be f ii^ctn 
to that demand. 

Equally ^if oatided is yow edmpinilit 4h«l I nisniider- 
atood that fMissage, wh^h cbmied as a ^oiiditiaii ^ the M- 
vocation of ^ Orders in €cMnioil, thid; tketlrade ^f Grent^ 
Britain with ttie >oe«iliiieiit^jshoold be «esto9«l io lAe ^irtiBite in 
which it was be^e the Berhii and Jd'dan Decrees ^were ia* 
sued« As iaks preteaaion was ne^^el and extrtiordtittfy, it 
was neces«»ary that a distinct idea clsMdd »be lbrnBied<ef it» 
aad with that view^ I asked 4M)eh^4aiP>expfawateetii«i wimld 
enable me to form one. 

In the exptaoation giv^n, yau^do not insist on the riglrt to 
trade in British properly^ w^tit firiliifti i^etsels, directly with 
your eoetmes« Such a ^ias, you adMt, woald be pref)os- 
terous. 'But you ^ . insist by meeessofy imptication, tiiat 
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FraaMliifr no righltOvpU^ tlieuBMrtetkift toli^lm'porte 
c^' Briti^b JBaB^acbir^ of Urn proaMe of tbe Bi^tish soil,. 
M hen tl>e property of neiUmtt ; luid ttmt, until France re- 
m^ve» tb«tM^4bilto»>. tbe United StaUas wre to be cnt off by 
GreatrBrit^HiikomallM'ade wbtttever, with her enemies. 

On such a prebension U i^ alinont impoesihle td^ reason. 
There is* I believet no eaaii^>le of it m tbe history of past 
vr^ni* Great^Jjritaii^ the euesiy of Franee^ amkvtakes to 
regolate tt^ trade of Franee f* nor is that all ; ffbe tells her 
that fihe» omst trade in BrtlNjh goodi. If France and Great* 
Britain were at peacot thkipretoosion would not be set np, 
nor even M^Higbt of. Has Gceat^Brilatn then aeqaired m 
this respect by^wu*, rights which she haanot in peace ? And 
doe^s^^ aiMKMMAoe to neutral nations, that untesa they con-^ 
sent to beeoD^ the instrunieata of this policy, their com- 
merce shall be anniAulatedy and tb^r vessek 6mU be shot up 
in their own ports ? 

I niight.ask whether Freaeh goodb are admitted into 
Great-Brttain, ^en in peao^ and it* tlMy aw, whether it be 
of right, or by the consent and poUoy of the Britidi gorern- 
meat ? 

Thai the {)ropet% would be neutraliMd does not eflf^ 
the i|ttestion. If thief United States have no right to carry 
their own prod«ctioaa into France wHhoatthe consent of 
the French governnent, how can ttiey undertake to carry 
th^e those of Great-Britain ? In all ewes it mi^ depend 
on^the interest and the will of the party. 

nor is it matacial to whal eKtcnt, or by what powers,.tbe 
trade of the continent is prohibited. If the powers who 
prohibii it/ are at War vwi A Great-Britain, tfoe prohibition is 
a neci^saary oooseqaoiice of that state, if at peace, it is their 
own act ; and whether it be voluntary, or compulsive, they 
alone we answeraUe for it* If the act be taken at the in- 
suction and under the tnfiuenoe of I^ance, ihe most that can 
be said, isi that it juatifiea reprisal against Uieoi^ by a similar 
measure* On no princtple whaterer can it be imd to give 
any sanction to the conduct of Great^Britain towards neu- 
tral nations. 

The United States ^san ha^e no objection to the employ- 
ment <^ their commercial capital in the supply of France, 
and of the coMineat generally, with manufactures, and to 
comprise ip the auppl/ those of Great*Bi'itain; provided 



Digitized by 



Google 



ose powers will consent to it. But they cflnnot findertake to 
rce such su[)plies on France or on any other power, ia 
mptiance with the claim of the British government, on 
inciples incompatible with the rights of every indepen« 
^nt nation, and they will not demand in favor of another 
»wer) what they cannot daim for themselves. 

All that Great-Britain' conld with reason complain of^ 
as the inhibition by the French Decrees, of the lawful 
ide of neutrals, with the British dominions. As soon as 
at inhibition ceased, her inhibition of our trade with 
ranee ought in like manner to have ceased. Having 
edged herself to proceed pari passu with France, in the 
Evocation of their respective acts, violating neutral rights, 
has aiforded just cause of complaint, and even of aston- 
hment, to the United States, that the British government 
lould have sanctioned the seizure and condemnation of 
merican vessels under the Orders in Council after the.re- 
)cation ot the French Decrees was announced, and even 

the very moment when your mission, avowed to be con* 
liatory, was to have its effect. 

I will only add that had it appeared iinally, that France 
id failed to perform her engagements, it might at least 
ive been expected, that Greal-Brttain would not have mo- 
sted such of ther vessels of the United States as might he 
itering the ports of France, on the faith of both govern- 
tents, till that failure was clearly proved. 

To many insinuations in your letter I make no reply, be^ 
luse they sufficiently suggest the only one that would be 
roper. 

If it were necessary to dwell on the impartiality which 
ais been observed by the United States towards thetwobel- 
gerents, I might ask, whether if Gi eat^Britain bad accept- 
i the condition which was offt^red equally to her and 
'ranee, by the act of May lit, 1810,, and France had re- 
acted it, there is cause to doubt thatthenon-^tmoortation act 
'ould have been carried into effect against France ? No 
ich doubt can possibly exist, because in a former instance, 
hen this government, trusting to a fulfilment by yours, of 
n arrangement which put an end to a non-intercourse with 
rreat-Britain, the non-intercourse was continued against 
Vance, who had not then repealed her Decrees, as it was 
ot doubted England had done. Has it not been repeat- 
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^Sly declared to yoar government, that if Great-Britain 
Would revoke her Orders in Council, the President would 
immediately cause the non-importation to cease ? You well 
know that the same declaration has often been made to 
yourself, and that nothiYjg more is wanting to the removal 
of the existing obstructions to the commerce between the 
two countries, than a satisfactory assurance, which will be 
received with pleasure from yourself, that the Orders in 
Council are at an end. 

By the remark in your letter of the 3d of July, that the 
blockade of May, 1806, had been ineludied in the more 
comprehensive system of the Orders in Council of the follow- 
ing year, and that, if that blockade sl.ould be continued in 
force after the repeal of the Orders in Council, it would be 
inconsequence of the special application of a sufficient na- 
val fc3rrce, I could not but infer your idea to be, that the re- 
peal of the Orders in Council would necessarily involve the 
repeal of the blockade of May, I was the more readily 
induced to make this inference, from the consideration that 
if the blockade was not revoked by the repeal of the Orders 
in Council, there would be no necessity for giving notice 
that it would be continued ; as by the further consideration, 
that according to the decision of your coul't qf admiralty, a 
blockade instituted by proclamation does not cease by the 
removal of the force applied to it, nor without a formal no- 
tice by the government to that effect. 
J It is not, however, wished lo discuss any question relative 
to the mode by which that blockade may be terminated; 
Its actual termination is the material object for considera- 
tion. 

It is easy lo shew, and it has already been abundantly 
shown, that the blockade of Mciy, 1806, is inconsistent on 
any view that may be taken of \l with the law of nations. 
It is also easy to show that, as now expoimded, it was 
equally inconsistent with the sense of your government, 
when the order Was issued ; and this change is a sufficient 
reply to the remarks which yau have applied to me person- 
ally. 

If you will examine the order, you will find that it ia 
strictly, little more than a blockade of the coast from the 
Seine to Oslend. There is an express reservation in it in 
faVor of neutrals to any part of the coast between Brest and 

7 
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the Seine, and between Oslerid and the Elbe. iQeuiral 
powers are permitted by it to take from their own ports 
every kind of produce without distinction as to its origin j 
and to carry it to the continent under that limitation, and 
with the exception only of contraband of war, and enemy's 
property, and to bring thence to their own ports in return, 
whatever arti'cles they think fit> Why were contraband of 
war and enemy's property excepted, if a commerce even in 
those articles would not otherwise have been permitted un- 
der the. reservation ? No order was necessary to subject 
them to seizure. They were liable to it according to th« 
law of nations, as asserted by Great-Britain. 

Why then did the British government institute a block-* 
ade, which with respect to neutrals was not rigorous, as to 
the greater part of the coast comprised in it ? If you will 
look to the state of things which then existed between the 
United States and dreat-Britain, you will find the answer 
A controversy had taken place between our governments 
on a different topic, which was still pending. The British 
government had interfered with the trade between France 
and ber allies in the produce of their colonies. The just 
claim of the United States was then a subject of negotia^ 
tion ; and your government professing its willingness to! 
make a satisfactory arrangement of it, issued the Order 
which allowed the trade, Without making any coocession 
as to the principle, reserving that for adjustment by treaty, 
Jt was in this light that I viewed, and m this sense that f 
represented that order to my government ; and in no other 
did I make any comment on it. 

When you reflect that this order by allowing the trade 
ef neutrals, in colonial productions, to all that portion of the 
coast which was not rigorously blockaded, afforded to the 
United States. an accommodation in a principal point thea 
at issue between our governments, and of which their citi-- 
zens extensively availed themselves that that trade and the 

?uestion of blockade, and every other question in which the 
Fnited States and Great-Britairi were interested, were then 
in a train of amicable negotiation, you will, I think, seethe 
cause why the minister who then represented the United 
States with the British government, did not make a formal 
complaint against it. i ou have appealed to me, who hap- 
pened to be that minister, and urged my silence as an evi^ 
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<Aence of niy approbation of^ or at least BC^jnii^sce in the 
jblockade. — A.n explanation of the t;aaseof tbat supposed 
silence is not less dcie to myself, than to the true character 
of the transaction. With tne minister with whom I had the 
honor to treat, I may add^ that an official foi*mal complainl; 
was not likely to be resorted to, becaase friendly commani<- 
cations were invited and preferred. The want of such a 
document is no proof that the measure was approved by 
sie, or that no complaint was made. In recalling to my 
mind, as this incident naturally does, the manly character 
4>f that disting^uished and illustrious statesman, and the con- 
£dence with which he inspired all those witli whom he had 
to treat, I shall be permitted to express as a slight tribute of 
respect to his memory, the very high consideration in which 
I have always held his great taleintis and virtuesi. 

The United f^ates hav« not, nor can they approve the 
blockade of an extensiv^e coast. Nothing certainly can be 
infered from any thing that has passed relative to the block- 
ade of May, 1806, to countenance such an inference. 

It is seen with satisfaction that you still admit that the 
application of an adequate force is necessary to give a 
blockade a legal character, and that it will lose that char^- 
acter, whenever that adequate force ceases to be applied;. 
As it cannot be alledged that the application of any such 
adequate force has been continued, and actually exists in the 
case of the blockade of May, 1806, it would seem to be a 
fair inference, that the repeal of the Orders in .Council will 
leave no insuperable difficulty with respect to it. To sup- 
pose the contrary, would be to suppose that the Orders in 
iCouncil, said to include that i^lockade, resting themselves 
on a principle of retaliation only, and not sustained by the 
application of an ^adequate force, would have the effect of 
sustaining a blockade admitted to require the application of 
an adeqi)ate force, until such adequate force should actoally 
take the place of the Orders in Council. WheneVier any 
blockade is instituted, it will be a sobjejCt for consideration, 
and if the blockade be in conformity to the law qf nations, 
tiiere will be no disposition in this government to contest it. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONBOE, 
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Mr. Foster to Mr. Mimroe. 

Washington^ October 22, 1811. 
. SIR — ^I had the honor to receive your letter of the 17lli 
inst. toj^etber with its three enclosures^ on the road between 
Baltimore and this city ; I had that of receiving at the sam^ 
time, your letter dated October 1> in answer to mine of the 
26th of last July. 

Not having had any despatches from his majesty ^s gov* 
ernment lately, I have not as yet received the copy OY the 
recent communication from Paris in regard to the supposed 
repeal of the French Decrees, which the charge d'anairs of 
the United States at London has intimated to you, that he 
understood the Marquis Weilesley intended to transmit ta 
me, and v^hich I conclude is the same as that contained in 
the letter of Mr. Russell, the American charge d'affairs ia 
Fraiice. I am however in daily expectation of the arrival 
of his majesty's packet boat, when it will in all probability 
reach me, and when if I. should receive any fresh instroc- 
tions in consequence I will not fail immediately to acquaint 
you. In , the oieanwhile, however, I beg you will permit 
me to make some remarks in reply to your letter of Octo-, 
ber 1, being extremely anxious to do away the impression 
which you seem to have received relative to the demand I 
had made for the repeal of the non*importation act of the 
present year. 

It is, I assure you, sir, with great regret that I find you^ 
consider that demand as involving in any degree proposi- 
tions tending to degrade your nation. Such an idea jcer- 
tainly never existed with his majesty's government, nor 
would it be coqapatible with4he friendly sentiments enter** 
taaied by them, for the United States; neither could I have 
suffered myself to be the channel of conveying a demand 
whicli \ thought had such a tendency. — ^However you view 
the demand made on the part of Great-Britain, I can safely^ 
say that it was made in consequence of its appearing to his^ 
majesty's government on strong evidence that the chief of 
the Freuch nation had really deceived America as to the 
repeal of his Decrees, and in the hopes that the United 
States^ government would therefore see the justice of repla* 
cing this country on its former footing of amicable reia-^ 
tions with England, nothing appearing to be more natural 
than »ach an expectation, which seemed a necessary conse^ 
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quenceof fbe disposition expressed by Ama'iea to niAinlain 
her neutrality, and desirable in every other point of view. I 
connot indeed bring niyself to think, sir, that your candor 
would allow you» on a consideration, to put any other con- 
struction on the matter, and had my arguments had suffi* 
cient weight with you in shewing that the French Decrees 
were still in force, I cannot doubt but you woui'l have 
agreed with me in the conclusion 1 drew — it would seem 
therefore only owing to your not viewin*^ the deceitt'ul con- 
duct of thefrench government in the same light that it ap- 
pears to his majesty's government, that a difference of 
opinion exists between us as to the proposal I made, which 
under the conviction enteilained by them was, surely a very 
just and natural one. 

From the earnest desire of vindicating myself and my 
government from the charge of making any degrading or 
unjust demands on that of America, I have taken the liber- 
ty to trouble you so iar and I will now proceed to .shew 
why I thought you had misunderstood the passage of my 
letter which related to the extent in which the repeal of the 
French Decrees was required by Great-Britain. In the ex- 
planation which you desired on this point I gave you that 
which tlie Marquis Wellesley gave Mr. Pinkney in answer 
to his letter of August 35, 1810, and I beg to refer you to 
the message of the President of the United States on the 
opening of Congress in December. 1810, for a proof that 
the demand of Great-Britain in the extent in which I have 
stated it was known to your government several months 
ago — ^bow was I therefore to suppose in the term iimova- 
tionSy as applied to the explanation given by me, that you 
could mean otherwise than some really new pretension on 
the part^f Great-Britain such as that France should suffer. 
British property to be carried into her ports for the purpo- 
ses of trade? If the warmth I was betrayed into in endeav- 
oring to refute a supposed imputation of this sort gave any 
offence, I sincerely regret it, and I wilt beg permission here 
to say, sir, that if unconsciously 1 have by any of my remarks 
led you to suppose they conveyed any improper insmuations^ 
as one paragraph of your letter would appear to imply, I 
am most unfeignedly sorry for it, as I entertain the high- 
est respect for you, personally, and for your government i 
and could only have meant what I wrote in the way of ar- 
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^ment, or for the pari)ose of contrasting^ the proceeding! 
of France in her conduct towards the United States with 
that of Great*Britatn. 

In reverting to the extraordinsiry and unprecedented sit-^ 
nation of things that has arisen out of the war in £urope it 
wo^ld seena needless to repeat the evidence there is that the 
lawless and unbounded ambition of the ruler of France has 
been the origin of it, and it cannot be a secret to the Unit^ 
ed Stated government that his plan has been and avowedly 
continues to be, not to scrapie at the violation of any law^ 
provided he can thereby overthrow the maritime power of 
jSngland. Is it not therefore reasonable in Great-Britaia 
to distrust an ambiguous declaration of his having sudden«> 
]y given op any part of a system which he thought calculate 
ed to produce such an effect ? You say however that the 
I>ecree$ of Berlin and Milan are reroKed. America, as 
not being at war, and therefore not seeing so clearly into 
Ae views of France, may be less scrupulous as to the cvi*- 
dence necessary to prove the fact — ^but sir, it surely cannot 
be expected that Great- Britain, who is contending for ev«- 
ery thing that is dear to her, should not require more proof 
on a point so material to her. It is undoubtlv a very desi* 
rable thing for the United States to have a free and unre^ 
fltricted trade with both belligerents, but the essential se- 
curity and most important interests of Amercia are not in* 
solved in the question as are those of Great-Britain. Prance 
&as levelled a blow which she hopes will prove deadly to 
^e resources of G. Britain, and before the British govern-i^ 
nent can with safety give up the measures of defence in 
consequence adopted by them, very strong proof must 
mxisk of the cessation by France of her novel and unprecer 
dented measures. 

I confess, sir, witli the sincerest disposition, to discover on 
Ae part of tlie ruler of France, a return to the long-esta-^ 
blished practice of warfare as exercised in civilized Europe, 
I have been unabje to succeed ; and if the French govern- 
ment had really meant to withdraw their obnoxious De* 
orees, it is inconceivable, why, instead of allowing their in^ 
tentions to be guessed at, or infered, they should not openly 
and in plain language have declared so ; the Decrees thern*- 
iselvesy having been clearly enough announced on their 
enactment, why should not their revocation be equally ex» 
|)licit ? 
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While^ however, numerous declarations hare been made 
cm the part of France, of the continued existence of the De- 
crees and captures made under them of neutral ships have 
occurred, a few of the American vessels seized since Ko- 
Tember 1, have been restored, and the foi^going*, a very 
small part of bis plunder, is desired by Bonapsu^tetobecon-* 
sidered as a proof of the sincerity of his revocation by 
America } bat it must be recollected, that besides the ob^ 
ject of ruining the British resoorccs by his own unaathor- 
ized regulations, he has also that of endeavoring to obtain 
the aid of the United States for the same purpose, and here- 
in you will, as I bad the honor to remark in a former letter, 
be able to observe the cause of the apparently contradicto- 
ry language held both by himself and his ministers. 

I shall be extremely happy, to receive from you, sir, the 
information that in a frank and unambiguous manner the 
chief of tbtt French government had revoked his Decrees^ 
Why he should not do so is inexplicable if he n^eans to re- 
vert to tbe^ordinary rules of war, but while be exerctises such 
despotic sway wherever his influence extends, to ruin the 
resources of England, it cannot be expected that Great- 
Britain ^11 not use the means she possesses for the purpose 
of making him feel the pressure of his own system. There^ 
is* every reason to believe, that ere long the effects on the 
enemies of Great* Britain will be such, as irresistibly to pro- 
duce a change which will place commerce on its formei: 
basis. In the mean time, sir, I hope you will not think it: 
extraordinary, if I should contend that the seizure of Ameri- 
can ships by France, since November 1, and the positive 
and unqualified declarations of the French governmefit, are 
stronger proofs of the continued existence of the French 
Decrees and the bad faith of the ruler of France, than the 
restoration of five or six vessels, too palpably given up for 
fallacious purposes, or in testimony of his s£U.tsiactii>n at the 
altitude taken by America, is a proof of/ their fevocation,. 
or of his return to the principles of justice. 

I will only repeat, sir, in answer to your observjrticms, en 
the late condemnation of the ships taken^n^der his inajetK' 
ty*s Orders in Council, what I have already bad the boeer 
to state ta you, that the delay which took' place in their con- 
demnation was liot in consequence of any doubt existing in 
his majesty's government, as to whether the French Decrees 
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were revoked, as you seem to imagine, but in con^quence 
of its being ihought that the American government upon its 
appearing that they were deceived by France, would have 
ceased therr injurious measures against the British com- 
merce. A considerable time elapsed before the decision 
took place on those ships, and there is no doubt, but that 
had thelJ. States* government not persisted in the unfriend- 
ly attitude towards G. Britain oh discovering the ill faith 
of France, a spirit of conciliation in his majesty*s govern- 
ment would harve caused their release. 

In reply to your observations on the pretensions of G. 
Britain, relative to the revocation of the French Decrees, t 
beg to repeat that the sum of the demand made by England 
is, that Fraitce should follow the established laws of warfare 
as practised in former wars in Europe. Her ruler by his 
Decrees of Berlin and Milan, declared himself no longer 
bound by them ; he has openly renounced th^m in his vio- 
lent efforts to ruin the resources of G. Britain, and has 
trampled on the rights of independent nations to effect his 
purpose. If the French government make use of means of 
imprecedented violence to prevent the intercourse of Eng- 
land with unoffending neutrals, can it be expected that Eng- 
land should tamelj suffer the establishment of such a novel 
system Of war without retaliation, and endeavoring in her 
turn to prevent the French from enjoying the advantages 
of which she is unlawfully deprived ? 

Having explained already the situation in which the ques- 
tion of the blockade of May, 1806, rests, according to the 
views of his majesty's government, and the desire of G.- 
Britain to conduct her system of blockade according to the 
laws of nations, 1 will only advert to it on this occasion, for 
the purpose of taking the liberty of acknowledging to you, 
the very great pleasure I received from the highly honora- 
ble mark of respect, which you have taken the occasion to 
express for the illustrious statesman from whose counsels 
that measure emanated. 

I need not repeat to you, sir, what sincere satisfaction it 
would give me, if without the sacrifice of the essential rights 
and interests of G. Britain, all the points in discussion be- 
tween our two countries could be finally adjusted. 

I have the honor to be, ^c. 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 
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Mr. Monroe to Mr* Foster. ,^.^1 
Dapa&tment ov State, Oct. 29/1811. . 
SIR-*-! have had the honor to receive yoar letter ot the 
S2d of this moQlh, and to lay it before the PresideDt. 

The assurance which youhaice given of your dispositioa 
to reciprocate, in our communications oti the important sol>- 
jects depending between our governments, the respectful 
attention which each has. a right to claim, and that no de- 

Earture from it was intended in your letter of the 2tHh J uly, 
as been received with the satisfaction due to the frank: and 
conciliatory spirit in which it was made. 

I learn, however, with much regret, that you have re* 
ceived no instructions from your government^ founded oa 
the new proof of the revocation of the Berlin and Milan 
Decrees, which was communicated to the Marquis of VVeU 
lesley, by the American. charge d^affairs at London, in a 
dociHuent of which I had the honor to transmit to you a 
copy. It might fairly have been presumed, as 1 have before 
observed, that the evidence afforded by that document, of 
the complete revocation of those Decrees, so far as they in* 
terfered with the com Decree of the U. States with the British 
dominions, would have been followed by an immediate 
repeal of the Orders in Council. From the reply of the 
Marquis of Wellesley, it was at least to have been expected 
that no time had been lost in transmitting that document to 
you, and that the instructions accompanying it, would have 
manifested a change in the sentiments oi' yuur government 
on the subject. The regret, therefore, cannotbut be increafi- 
ed in finding that the communication^ which | had the honor 
to make to you, has not even had the effect of suspending 
your efforts to vindicate the perseverance of your govern* 
ment in enforcing those Orders. 

I regret also to observe, that the light in which you have 
viewed this document, and the remarks which yon have 
made on the subject, generally, seems to preclude any other 
view of the conditions on which those Order$ are to be re- 
voked* than those that were furnished by your former comr 
monications. You stilt adhere to the pretension that the 
productions and manufactures of G. Britain, when neu- 
tralized, must be admitted into the ports of your enemies. 
This pretension, however vague the language heretofore 
held by your government, particularly by the Marquis of 

8 
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■ Wellesley, in his comiBttnicaHon^ \ritli Mr/Pinkney, on th« 
subj^cl^^^as ne^ver undei'stood to have been embraced^ 
Nothiti^, indeed, short of the specific declaf^tioiis wbieh 
you have made, would have induced a belief thai such wa» 
the case, 

I have the honor to be, &c^ 

JAMES MONROE- 

: Mr. Foster to Mr. Mmroe. 

Washington, Oct. 3l8t, 1811. 

SIR— I did not reply at length to the observations con- 
tain^ in your letter of the Istmiit. on the pretensions ot'G. 
Britain as relative to the French system, because you seemed 
to me to have argued as if but a part of tbe system continue 
ed, and even that pat't had ceased to be tonsiciered as a 
measure of war against G. Britain. For me lo have allowed 
this, would have been at once to allow in the face of tacts^ 
that the Decrees of France were repealed, and that her un- 
precedented measures, avowedly pursued in defiance of the 
laws of nations, were become mere ordinary regulations of 
trade. I therefore thought tit to confine my answer to your 
remarks, to a general statement of the sum of the demands 
of G. Britain, which was, that France should by effectually 
revoking her Decrees, revert to the usual method of carry- 
iiigon war as practised in civilized Europe. 

The pretensions of France to prohibit all commerce in 
articles of British origin, in*every part of tbe continent^ is 
One among the many violent innovations which are con* 
tained in the Decrees, and which are preceded by the de- 
claration of their being founded on a determination of the 
ruler of France, ^s he himself avowed, to revert to the prin- 
ciple which characterised the barbarism of the dark ages, 
and to forget all ideas of justice, and even the common feel- 
ings of humanity, in the new method of carrying on war 
adopted by him. 

. It is not, howfever, a question with G. Britain of mere com- 
mercial interest, as you seem to suppose, which is involved 
in the attempt by Bonaparte to blockade her both by sea 
and land, but one of the feeling, and of national honor, con- 
tending as We do against the principles -which he professes in 
his new system of warfare. It is impossible for us to submit 
to the doctrine that he has a right to compel the whole con- 
tinent to break off all intercourse with us, and to seize upon 
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vessels bdongmg to neutral nalioos upoo tbe sole plea of 
their having visited an English port, or of their being laden 
with articles of British or colonial produce, io whatsoever 
manner acquired* 

This pretension, however, is but a part of that system, 
the whole of which, under our construetipn of the letter of 
M. Champagny, of August 6, 1810, corroborated by many 
subsequent declarations of the French government, and not 
invalidated by any unequivocal declaration of a coutrury 
tenor, must be considered as still in full force. 

In the communication which you lately transmitted to 
me, I am sorry to repeat, that I was unable to discover auy 
faqts which satisfactorily proved that the Decrees had been 
actually repealed, and I have already ^tpeatedly staled the 
reaaoos which too probably led to the restoration of a few 
ot^ tbe American ships taken in pursuance of the Berlin and 
Milan Decrees after November I. Mr. Russell does not 
seem to deny that the Decrees may still be kept in force, 
€mly be thinks they have assiimed a^ municipal character ; 
but in M. Champagny *s declaration, ambiguous as ^ it was, 
there is no such division of them into two different charac- 
lers ; for if the contingency required by the French Minis- 
tor took place, the Berlin and JVlilan Decrees were to cease, 
according to bis expression, without any qualification. If, 
therefore, a part of them remain, or be revived again, as 
seeoM to be allowed even here, why may npt the whole be 
equally so ? Where proof can be obtained of their existence, 
we have it, namely, in tbe pwts of France, in which vessels 
have been avowedly seized under their operation since No- 
vember 1. Of their maritime existence we cannot so easily 
obtain evidence, because of tbe few French ships of war 
which venture to leave their^ harbors. Who can doubt, 
iiowever, that had the ruler of France a navy at his com- 
mand, equal to the enforcing of his violent Decrees, he 
would soon show that part of them to be no dead letter. 
The principle is not the less obnoxious bef;ause it is from 
necessity almost dormant for the moment, i^^r opgbt it there- 
fore to be less an object to be strenuously resumed. 

Allow me, sir, here to express my sincere regret, \h^l I 
have not as yet been able to convince you, by what 1 can- 
not but consider the strongest evidence, of the continued 
eitistence of the French Decrees, and conseqi^ntly of the 
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unfriendly policy of year government in enforcing the non- 
importation against us, and opening the trade with our eit^ 
€mies. His royal higness will, I am convinced, leant with 
unfeigned sorrow, that such continues to be still the deter^ 
mination of America, and whatever restrictions on the com- 
merce, enjoyed by America in his majesty "s dominions, 
may ensne on the part of O. Britain, as retaliatory on the re- 
fusal by your government to admit the productions of G. 
Britain while they open their harbors to those of his majes- 
ty's enemies, they will« I am persuaded, be adopted witk 
sincere pain, and with pleasure relinquished whenever this 
country shall resume her neutral position and impartial at* 
titude between the two belligerents. 
I hirve the honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS J; FOSTER. 



CHAPTER IL 

MESSAGE, 
To the Senate and Mouse of Representatives of the U. States^ 

I communicate to (Congress copies of a correspondence 
between the Envoy Extraordinary aud Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of G. Britain and the Secretary of State, relative to 
the aggression committed by a British ship of war on the 
U. States' frigate Chesapeake, by which it will be seen that 
the subject of d^erence lietween the two coitntries, is ter^ 
minated by an offer of reparation which has been acceded to. 

JAMES MADlSO]>f, 

Wa$hm^i^ November 18, 1811. 

jWr. 'Foster to Mr, Monroe. 

Washington, October 30, 1811. 
SIR«»*«I had already the honor to mention to you that I 
came to this country furnished with instructions from bisi 
royal highness Uie prince regent, in the name and on behalf 
of his majesty, for the purpose of proceeding to a final ad- 
justment of the differences which have arisen between G. 
Britain and the U* States of America in the affair of the 
Chesapeake Frigate; and I had also that of acquainting 
yoQ with tbeueceaaity under which I found myself of siispfiH 
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ding the executing of those instracttons io Consequence of 
my not having perceived that any 8tep» whatever were ta- 
ken by the American go vernnient to clear up the circum- 
stance of an event which- threatened so materially to inter- 
rupt the harmony subsisting between our two countries, as 
that which occui^red in the month of last May, between the 
U. States^ ship President and his majesty's ship Little Belt, 
wheh every evidence before his majesty's government 
seemed to shew that a most evident and wanton outrage 
had been committed on a British ship of war by an Ameri- 
can Commodore. 

A Court of Eaquiryf however, as you informed me in 
your letter of the 11th inst. l^as since been held by order of 
the President of the U. States on the conduct of Commo- 
dore Rodgers, and this preliminary to further discussion on 
the subject l)eingall that I asked in the first instance as due 
to the friendship subsisting between the two States, I have 
now the honor to acquaint you that I am ready to proceed 
in the truest sp.rit of conciliation to lay before you the terms 
of reparation which his royal highess has commanded me 
to propose to the U. States' government, and only wait to 
know when it will suit your convenience to enter upon the 
-fjiscnssion. I have the honor to be, &c. - 

ACQ. J. POSTER, 

TUf. Monroe io Mr. Foster. <• 

DfiPAKTMBKT OF StATB, Oct. 31, 1811. 

SIR —I have just had the honor to receive your letter of 
theSOtb of this month. 

I am glad to find that the communication which I had 
the honor to make to you on the 11th inst. relative to the 
Court of Enpuiry, which was the subject of it, is viewed by 
you in the favorable light which you have stated. 

Although I regret that the pro|)Osition which you now 
make in consequence of that communieation, has been de- 
layed to the present moment, I am ready to receive the 
terms of it whenever you may think proper to communicate 
them. Permit me to add, that the pleasing of finding them 
satisfactory, w ill be duly augmented, if they should be intro- 
ductory to the removal of ALL the differences depending 
between our two countnes, the hope of which is so UUle en* 
^Qura^ed by your past correspondence* A {prospect of 
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vuoaa result, will be embntced, oaitiy part, with a spirit of 
oonciliatioD, equal to that which has been expressed by you^ 
1 have the honor to be, &c, 

JAMES MONROE. 



Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, Nov. 1st, 1811. 

SIR— In pursuance of the orders which I have received 
firom his royal highness, the prince regeat, in the name and 
on the behalf of his majesty, for the purpose of proceeding 
to a final adjustment of the differences which nave arisen 
between G. Britain and the U« States, in the affair of the 
Chesapeake frigate, I have the honor to acquaint you-^ 
iPiist, that I ana instnicted to repeat to the American gov^^ 
emment the prompt disavowal made by his majesty, (and 
recited in Mr. Erskine's note of April 17, 1809, to Mn 
Smith,) on being apprised of the unauthorized act of the 
officer in command of his naval, forces on the coast of Ame* 
rica, whose recall from an highly important and honorable 
command^ immediately ensued, as a mark ^ his majesty's 
disapprobation. 

Secondly, that I am authorised to offer, in addition to 
tl^ disavowal, on the partof his royal highness, the immcr 
diate restoration, as far as circumstances will admit, of the 
men who in consequence of admiral Berkley's orders, were 
forcibly taken out of the Chesapeake, to the vessel from 
which they were taken ; or if that ship should be no longer 
in commission, to such sea^port of the U. States as the 
American government may name for the puspose. 

Thirdly, that I am also authorised to oiler to the Ameri* 
can government a smtable pecuniary provision for the suf* 
ferers in consequence of the attack on the Chesapeake, in- 
cluding the families of tiiose seamen who unfortunately fell 
in action, and of the wounded survivors. 

These honorable propositions, I can assure you, sir, are 
made with the sincere desire that they may prove satisfac*^ 
tory to the government of the U, States, and I trust they 
will meet with that amicable reception which their concilia* 
tory natui*e entitles them to. I need scarcely add how cor-r 
dially I join with you in the wish that they might prove in- 
troductory to a removal of all the diffisrences depending be* 
tween our two countries. I have the honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 
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Mr. Minroe to Mr. Foster. 

Washinc^ton Nov, 12, 1811. 

^tft — I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
1st November, and to lay it before the President. 

It is much to.be regretted that the reparation due lor such 
an aggression as that committed on the U. States Frigate, 
(be Chesapeake, shocild have been so long delayed ; nor 
could the translation of the offending officer from one com«» 
mdnd to another, be regarded as constituting a part of a re- 
paration otherwise satisfactory ; considering, however, the 
existing ctrcnmstaeces of the case, and the early and ami* 
cable attention paid to it by his royal highness the prince 
regent, the President accecfes to the proposition contained 
in your letter, and in so doing, your government will, I am 
persuaded, see a proof of Uie conciliatory disposition by 
^hich thePresident has been actuated. 

The officer conrauinding the Chesapeake, now lying in 
the harbor of Boston, will be instructed to receive the men 
^lio are to be restored to that ship. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 

MESSAGE, 
To the Senate and HouseofiUpreseiUativesofthe U. States. 

I communicate to Congress a letter from the Envoy Ex* 
t^aordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary Of G. Britain, to 
the Secretary of State, with the answer of the latter. 

The continued evidence, afforded in this correspondencep 
of the hostile policy of the British government against our 
national rights, strengthens tlie considerations recommend*- 
ing and urgiug the preparation of adequate means for main- 
taining them. 

JAMES MADISQN. 

Washington^ Jan. 16, 1812. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 

Washington, Dec. 17, 1811. 
' SIR — ^I did not mean to have written to you at this mo- 
ment on the subject of our late correspondence, but that I 
liave had the mortification to perceive statements, circulated 
from highly respectable sources, which give a view of the 
pretensions of G. Britain relative to the U. States not war- 
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ranted by any of the letters \irbich I had the honor to ad^^- 
dress to you, and which, at a time when discussions, are 
continuing so importaiit to the two countries, might, if left 
unrectified, produce an effect highly to be lamented by 
both the American and British governments, in as much ali 
by creating unnecessary irritation, they might throw obsta^ 
cles in the way of a restoration of a friendly understanding 
between them. 

- I find it asserted, in the statement referred to, that I 
have, in the name of my government, demanded that the 
U. States' government should pass a law for the introduc* 
4ion of British goods into the American ports, and also that 
the U. States should undertake to force France to receive 
into her harbors British manufactures. 

I beg permission, sir, to declare that neither of these de- 
mands have been made by me, and that my meaning musk 
not have been understood, if such was conceived to have 
been its import. I could not have demanded the passage 
of such a law as above stated, because my govemmenl 
does not pretend to interfere with the internal government 
of a friendly power, nor did I mean to demand that Ameri- 
ca should force France to receive our manufactures. 

All I meant to say, was, that the admission of French 
commerce, while that of England has been excluded froift 
the U. States' ports, was regarded by G. Britain as highly 
unfriendly in America, and that a continuation of such 
policy would be retaliated upon by G. Britain with similar 
restrictions on her part, which was so far merely an oflfering 
of like ior like. But while the American non-importatiou 
act excludes British trade from the U. States' ports, it must 
-be recollected that it goes still further and excludes also 
British armed ships from American ports, while it admits 
those of the enenWes of G. Britain. ' A neutral nation is 
responsible for the equality of its rules of conduct towards 
the belligerent powers ;' (to use the words of an American 
Secretary of Stale in the year 1796,) and therefore that part 
of the law which establishes an inequality was justly an ob- 
ject of more serious complaint on the part ot' G. Britain. 
You are aware, sir, of the advantage which his majesty^s 
enemies have derived from this state of ineqnalitv, which en- 
ables them, though possi^ssing no port in this hemisphere^ 
continually to prey on the trade of his majesty's subjects^ 
recure of a refuge for their cruizers and tbeir prizes. 
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The prohibition of entry to his majesty's ships under . 
these circumstances might perhaps justify G. Britain in as-* 
serting, that whatever reason she may have for repealing or 
modifying her Orders in Council, so as to lessen, or entirely 
remove the pressure now unavoidably laid on the trade of 
America, as a neutral nation, she might yet refuse to enter 
into any disci^ssion on that subject with the IJ. Sts^tes, un- 
til either by the rcTocation of the prohibition above stated, 
or the placing all the belligerents under the same prohibi-^ 
tion, America should cease to violate the duties of a neutral 
nation. 

With respect, however, Jto the supposed demand that 
America should force the entry of British manufactures 
into France, it is most particularly necessary that I. should 
explain myself, as a total misconception appears to have 
taken place upon this point. The question of retaliation 
on tlie French Decrees, is directly one between England 
and France. In consequence of the extraordinary block- 
ade of England, we have in our de-ence been obliged to 
blockade France, and prohibit all trade in French articles, 
in return for the prohibition by France of all trade in English 
articles. This measure of retaliation, it is wished, should 
operate on France alone, but Irom the trade carried on 
with France by America, it unavoidably operates also on 
her ; it is a measure to destroy the French trade in return 
for the similar measure of France on which it is retalifitory, 
and its acting on neutrals is an incidental effect of it, conse^ 
quent upon the submission of neutrals to the original meas- 
ures of the enemy aganjst (j. Britain. It is indeed melan- 
choly that the unnatural situation of Europe should produce 
such a result, but I cannot see how this can be considered 
as war on American commerciBje^when all other American 
trade but that which is carrieil on with our enemy's ports 
in defiance of a blockade authorized by the laws of retalia- 
tion is unaffected by i.. We complain that Am^^rica does 
not resist the regulations of the Berlin and Milan Decrees, 
and object to permitting the French to trade with her dur- 
ing their continuance against the commerce of England ; 
but this is not exacting, as has been represented, that Ame- 
rica should force British manufaclures into France ; it is 
fiirsuing only a just course of retaliation on our enemy, 
f America wishes to trade \tith France, if French com-.- 

9 
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inerce is of importance to her — -we expect she should exact 
of France to trade with her as she has a right to ciMnaud id- 
her quality of neutral ; but if she does not choose to exer- 
cise this right, all we ask is, that she should abstain from 
lending her assistance to the trade of France, and not allow 
her commerce to be a medium of undermining the res^our- 
ees of G. Britain. 

1 have thought it necessary thus to endenvor to set these 
two points in their true lij^^ht : the repeal of tl.e iaw was ask- 
ed, as being an unfriendly measure, j artiai in its o|jeratioa 
against G. Britain, and a prospect of retaliation was held 
out on its commercial operatiop, if contuiued. Tins is no 
demand on the U. States to admit British mauumctui e»^; 
they are at liberty to continue that law, onlv as il is of an 
ur/riendly nature^ some restnctiou of a smiilar kind was ta 
be expected from England , and with respect to the alleug- 
ed demand forforcmg" British goods, the property ol neu- 
trals, into French ports, if the U. Slates are wiUing to ac* 
quiesce in the regulations of the French Decrees unlawfully 
atfecting England through them,, they cannot surely be sur- 
prised if we consider ourselves as at liberty to refuse per- 
mission, to the French to profit by that acquiescence. 

I will now, sir, take the op;.ortunity of stating to you^ 
that I have received from his majesty's Secretary of State,, 
the correspondence of which you did me the honor ta trans- 
a«it to me a copy, in your letter dated Oct 17. My govern- 
ment have not been able to see in it satisfactory proof of the 
repeal of the French Decrees, and doubt whether the trade 
carried on by licences between France and x\merica, will 
not be regarded, even here, as proof of the continuation of 
them in their fullest extent, for if they were to any extent 
repealed, to that extent at least no licence should be neces- 
sary,, a licence being given to allow what, but for that li- 
cence, would be prohibited. 

The continued absence hitherto^ of any instrument by 
which the repeal has been effected, is a matter also of sur- 
prise, for if there were any fair dealing in the transaction^ 
jio reason can be given by France for not producing it; it 
is very desirable that it should be produced, if such an in-^- 
strument be in existence, in order that we may know to 
what extent the Decrees have been repealed, iftliey really 
luive been so in aay respect. Mr. Russell however^ does 
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not appear to have been an possesKion ofit at thedaleofhis 
letter of last July. It is indeed becoQie particularly inter- 
esting, that we should see this instrument since the publi- 
cation of Mr. Russell's correspondence with his own gov- 
ertiment, by which it appears tliat really, and in fact, the 
French government did not release any American ships 
taken after November^!, wntil they had become acquainted 
vi^ith the President's proclnmation, and Ihat vessels have 
been taken so late as Dt^cember 21, in the direct voyage 
from this country to London ; for until a copy of such an in- 
strument is produced, it is impossible to know whether any 
other trade is allowed bv France than that between her own 
.dominions and the ports of the U. States. 
I have the.honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 

Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 
Department of State, Jan. 14, 1812. 

SIR — I have had the honor to receive your letter of De- 
^cember 17th, and embrace the first moment that i could 
command, to make the observations which it suggests. 

It would have afforded great satisfaction to the President^ 
to have found in the communication, some proof of a dispo- 
sition' in the British governnvent to put an end to the differ- 
ences subsisting between our countries. — ^I am sorry to be" 
obliged to state, that it ppenents a new proof only of its de- 
termination to adhere to the policy^ to which they are im- 
putable. • 

You complain tHat the vmpoi-t of yowr former letters has 
been misunderstood in two^mportant circumstances ; that 
you have been represented to have demanded of the U. 
States, a law for the introduction of British goods into their 
ports, and that they should also undertake to force France 
to receive British manufactures into her harbors. 

You state that on the first pon)tj it was your intention 
only to remonstrate ag:ainstthe non-impt^rtation act, as par- 
tial in its operation, and unfriendly to <j.. Britain, on which 
account its repeal was,claim;ed, audio intimate that if it was 
persevered m, G. Britain would-be compelled to retaliate 
;0n the commerce of the U. States, by similar restrictions on 
her part. And on the second point, that you intended only 
io urge, that in consequence oi'the extraordinary blockade 
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of England, your government bad been obliged to blockade 
France, and to prohibit all trade in French .irticles, in re- 
turn for the prohibition by France of all tr?ide in English 
articles. 

It is sufficient to remark on the first point, that on what?- 
ever ground Ihe repeal of the non-importation act is re* 
quired, the United States are jusVified in adhering to it, by 
the refusal of the Brittsh government to repeal its Orders in 
Gcmncil ; and if a distinction is thus produced between G. 
Britain and the other beHigerent,*it must be retierred tptjie 
difference in the conduct of the two parties. 

On the second point, I have to observe, that the explana^ 
tion given cannot be satisfactory, because it does not meet 
the case now existing, France did, it is true, declare a 
blockade of Engli^nd, agamst the trade of the U. States, 
and prohibit all trade in English artiples on the high seas, 
but this blockade and prohibition no longer exist — It is 
true also, that a part of those Decrees, did prohibit a trade 
in English articles, within her territorial jurisdiction ; but 
this prohibition violates no national rights, or neutral cpm-r 
inerce of the U* States, StiU your blockade an^l prohibi- 
tion are continued, in violation pf the national and neutral 
rights of the U. States, on a pretext of retaliation, which, if 
even applicable, could only be applied to the former, and 
not to the latter interdicts : and it is required that France 
shall change her internal regulations against English trade^ 
before England will change hc^r extiernal regulations against 
the trade of the U* States. 

But you still jnsist that the French Decrees ar^ unrevok- 
ed, and urge in proof pf it, a^fact drawn from Mr. Rus- 
sell's correspondence, that some American vessels have 
been taken since the 1st of November, in their route to Engr 
land. It i$ a satisfactory answer to this remark, that it ap-^ 
pears by the same correspondency, t^at every American 
vessel which had been taken in that trade, the seizure of 
^hich rested on the Berlin and Milan Decrees only, were, 
as soon as that faqt was ascertained, delivered up to their 
owners. Might there not bfd other ground also, on which 
seizures inight be made ? G. Britain claims a right to seize 
for other (t^auses, and all nations admit it in the case of con-^ 
traband pf wai:. If by the law of nations, one belligerent 
tias a ri^http seize Deutral property in any case, the othe;; 
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belUg^ereiit has tlie satme ri^it Nor ought I to overlook that 
the practice of counterfeiting American papers in England, 
which is well known to the continent, has by impairing the 
faith due to American documents, done to the 13. States 
essential injury. Against this practice the minister of the 
U. States at London, as will appear by reference to his 
letter to the Marquis Wellesley of the 3d of May, 1810, 
piade a formal representation, in pursuance of instructioM 
from bis goveimment, with an offer of evipry information 
possessed by him, which might contribute to detect and 
suppress it. It is painful to add that this communication 
was entirely disregarded. That G. Britain should <^m* 
plain of acts in France, to which by her neglect, she was 
instrumental, and draw from them proof in suppoK of her 
Orders in Council, ought certainly not to have been expected. 
You remark also, that the practice of the Prettch gova. 
ernmeut to grant licences to certain American vessels, en- 
gaged in the trade between the U. States and France, is an 
additional proof that the French Decrees still 0|>fsrate in 
their fullest extent. On what piinciple this inference i^ 
drawn from that fact it is impossible for me to conceive. 
It was not the object of the Berlin and Milan Decrees t«t 
prohibit the trade between the U. States and Francew 
They were meant to prohibit the trade of the U. States witl| 
sG. Britain, which violated oor neutral rights, and to pro*- 
^ibit the trade of G. Britain with the continent, with which 
the U« States have nothing to do. If the object had been 
%o prohibit the trade between the U. States and France, G. 
Britain could never have found in them any pretext for 
complaint. And if the idea of retaliation, could in any re- 
spect have been applicable, it would have been by prohi^ 
biting pur trade with herself. To prohibit it with France, 
would not have been a retaliation, but a co-operation. 1( 
licencing by France the trade in certain instances, prove any 
thing, it proves nothing more than that the trade with France 
in other instances, is under restraint ' It seents impossible 
to extract from it in any respect, that the Berlin and Milan 
Decrees are in foree,so far as they prohibit the tirade between 
the U. States and England. I might here repeat the 
French practice^of granting licences to trade between the 
U. States and France, may have been intended in part, at 
least as a security ag'ainst the simulated papers } the forging' 
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of which was not suppressed in England. It is not to be 
infered from these remarks, that a trade by licence, is one 
with which the United States are satisfied. They have th« 
strongest objections to it, but these are founded on other 
principles, than those suggested in your note. 

It is a cause of great surprise to the President, that your 
government has not seen in the correspondence of Mr. Rus- 
sell, which 1 had the honor to communicate to you On the 
17th of October last,.and which has been lately transmitted 
Ao you by your government, sufficient proof of the repeal of 
the Berlm and Milan decrees, independent of the conclu^ 
sive evidence of the fact, which that correspondence affor* 
d< d ; it was not to be presumed from the intimation of the 
Marquis of Wellesley, that it was lo be transmitted to you, 
to he taken into consideration in the depending discussions^ 
that it was of a natuve to have no weight in these discussions. 
The demand which you now make of a view of the 
order given by the French government to its cruizers, in 
consequence of the repeal of the French Decrees, is a new 
proof of its indisposition to repeal the Orders in Council. 
The declaration of the French government was, as has 
been heretofore observed, a solemn and obliglsitory act, and 
as such entitled to the notice and respect of other govern- 
ments. It was incuipbent on G. Britain, therefore, in fulfill 
ment of her engagement, *o have provided thather Orders 
an Council should not have effect, after the time fixed for 
the cessation of the French Decrees. A pretension in G^ 
Britain to keep her Ordei's in force till she received satis- 
faction of the practical compliance of France, is utterly in- 
compatible with her pledge. A doubt, founded on any 
single act however unauthorised, committed by a French 
privateer^ might on that principle, become a motive for 
delay and refusal. A suspicion that such acts would be 
committed might have the same effect; and in like 
manner her compliance might be withheld as long as the 
war continued. But let me here remark, *hat if there was 
room for a question, whether the French repeal did or did 
not take effect, at the date announced by France, and requir- 
ed by the U. States, it cannot be ailedged that the Decrees 
have not ceased to operate since the 2d of Febuary last, as 
lierelofore observed. And as the actual cessation of the 
Decrees to violate our neutral rights, was the only essenliai 
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£act in the case, and has long been known to* your govern'* 
menty the Orders in Council^ from the date of that know« 
ledge; ought to have ceased, according to its own principles* 
and pledgesw 

But the question whether and when Ihe repeal of the 
Berlin and Milan Secnees took effect in relation to the neu- 
tral commerce of the U. States, is superceded by the novel 
and extraordinary elaim^of G. Britain to a trade in British 
articles, with her enemy ^ for supposing the repeal to have 
taken place, lathe fullest extent claimed by the U. States^ 
it could, according to that claim,, have no- effect in remov- 
ing the Order* in CounciK 

On a full view of the conduct of the British govemmeni 
in these transactions, it is impossible to see in it any thing 
short of a spirit of determined hostility to the rights and 
interests of the U. States. — it issued the Orders in Council, 
on a priueiple of retaliation on France, at a time when it 
admiitedthe French Decrees to be ineffectual ^ it has sus* 
lained those Orders in full force since, notwithstanding the 
pretext for them has. been removed, and latterly it has ad*> 
ded a new condition of their repeal, to be performed by 
France, to which the U. States in their neutral character,, 
have no claim,, and could net demand, without departing 
from their neutrality, a condition which, in respect to the 
commerce of other nations with G. Britain, is repugnant to 
her own policy, and prohibited by her own laws, and which 
can never be enforced on any nation without a subversion of 
its sovreignty and independence. 

I have the honor to be, &c» 

JAMES MONROE. 



CHAPTER III. 

PRESIDENTJS MANIFESTO. 
To the Senate and House of Hepresentaiives of the U. StaU9. 

I communicate to Congress certaiir documents, being a 
contiuution of those heretofore laid before them, on the sub- 
ject, of our affairs with G/Britain. 

Without going back beyond the renewal in 1803, of the 
war in which G. Britain is engaged, and omitting unrepaired 
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wrongs of inferior magnitude, the conduct of her govern-^ 
ment presents a series of acts hostile to the U. States as an 
independant and neutral nation. 

British cruizers have been in the continued practice of 
riolating the American flag, on the great highway of na- 
tions, and of seizing and carrying off persons sailing under 
it : not in the exercise of a belligerent right, founded on the 
law of nations against an enemy, but of a municipal prero- 
gative over British subjects. British jurisdiction is thus ex- 
tended to neutral vessels in a situation where no laws can 
operate, but the law of nations and the laws of the country 
to which the vessels belong ; and a self-redress isassumed^ 
vrhich, if British subjects were wrongfully detained and 
alone i^oncerned, is that substitution of force for a resort to 
the responsible sovereign, which falls within the detinition 
of war. Could the seizure of British subjects, in such cases 
be regarded, as within the exercise of a belligerent right, 
the acknowledged laws of war, which forbid an article of 
captured property to be adjudged, without a regular inves- 
tigation before a competent tribunal, would imperiously 
demand the fairest trial where the sacred rights of persons 
were at issue. In place of such atrial, these rights are sub* 
jected to the will of every petty commander. 

The practice, henep, is so far from affecting British sub- 
jects alone, that under the pretext of searching for these, 
thousands of American citizens, under the safe-guard of 
public law, and of their national flag, have been torn from 
their country, and from every thing dear to them ; have 
been dragged on board ships of war of u foreign nation, and 
exposed under the severfties of their discipliiic, to be exiled 
to the most distant and deadly climes, to risk their lives in 
the battles of their oppressors, and to l>e tlie melancholy in- 
struments of taking away those of their own broihren. 

Against this crying enormity, which G.Britain would be 
so prompt to avenge if committed against herself, the U. 
States have in vain exhausted lemonslrauces and expostu- 
lations. And that no proof might be wanting of their 
conciliatory dis|>ositions, and no pretext left for the contin- 
uance of the practice, the British government was formally 
assured of the readiness of the United States to enter into 
arrangements, such as could not be rejected, if the recovery 
of British subjects were the real and ,the sole olrject. 
The communication passed without effect/ 
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British cruisers have beea in the practice also of violMiti^ 
the rig^hts and the peace of our coasts. l*hey hot^t over 
and harrass our enterio^ and departing commeHre. Tb 
the most insulting pretensions they have added the mo^t 
lawless proceedings in our Very harbors ; and have ^ad* 
tonly spilt American blood within the sanctuary oi our teiC 
ritorial jurisdidiOn. The principles and rules chfoVced by 
that nation, when a neutral nation, against armed vessels of 
belligerenlsy hovering near her coasts, and disturbing her 
commerce, are well known. Wheu called on neverthelesiip 
by the U* States, to punish the greater offences committed 
by her own vessels, her governutent has bestowed on their 
commanders additional marks of honor and confidence. 

Under pretended blockades, witliout the presence of Uti 
adequate force, and sometimes U'ithout the practicability of 
applying one, our commerce ha^ been plundered in everjr 
tsea : the great stai)les of our country have be^n cut off fk'oitiL 
their legitimate markets ; and A destruetive blow aimed at 
our agricultural and maritime interests. In aggravation of 
these predatory measures, they have beeii considered as ih 
force from the dates of their notification ; a retrospective 
effect being thus added, sis has been done in other important 
cases, to the unlawfulness of the course pursued. And V^ 
render the outrage the more signal^ these mock blockades 
have been reiterated and enforced in the face of ofBciai 
communications from the British govet'moent^ declaring aH 
the true definition of a legal blockade, < that particulal* 
ports must be actually invested, and previous Warniug 
given to vessels bound to them, not to enter/ 

Not content with these occasional expedients for laying 
waste our neutral trade, the cabinet of G. Britain resorted, 
at length, to the sweeping system of blockades, under th^ 
name of the Orders in Council, which has been moulded 
and managed, as might best suit its political vie\vii, its com<» 
tnercial jealousies, or the avidity of British cruizers. 

To our remonstrances against the complicated and trans* 
cendant injustice of this innovation, the first reply was, thdt 
the Orders were reluctantly adopted by G. Britain as a ne* 
cessary retaKation on Decrees of her enemy, proclaiming ft 
general blockade of the British isles, at a time when the 
naval force of that enemy dared not to issue from his ow^fi 
ports. She was reminded, without effect, tliat h6r owtt 

10 
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prior blockade, unsupported by an adequate naval force 
actually applied aud continued, were a bar to this plea- r 
tbat executed Edicts a^ainsl millions of our protp^rty could 
not be rekitiation on. Edicts confessedly impossible to b# 
executed : that retaliation^ to be just^ should fall on the 
party setting the guilty example,, not on. an innocent palty^ 
ivhich was not even chargeable with an acquiescence ui it^ 
: When deprived of this flimsey veil for a prohibition of 
our toade with her enemy, by the repeal of bis prohibition 
of our trade with G. Britain, her cabinet, instead of a cor- 
responding repeal, or a practical discontinuance of its Or* ^ 
ders, formally avowed a determination to persist in them^ 
against the U. States, until the markets of her enemy should 
N laid open to British products y thus asserting aH obliga* 
tion on a neutral power to require one belligerent to en** 
courage, by its internal regulations^ the trade of another 
belligerent ;. contradicting her own practice towards all 
nations in peace,^ as well as in war ; and betraying the in«^ 
sincerity of those professions which inculcsded a belief that^ 
havinor resorted' to her Orders* with regret, she was anxious 
to find an occasion for putting an end to them. 

Abandoning still more, all respect for the neutral rights* 
of the U.. States,, and for its own consistency, the British 
government now demands as pre-requisites to a repeal o£ 
its Orders, as they relate to the United States, that a for* 
mality should be observed in the repeal of the French De- 
crees nowise necessary to thei^ terminaitiony nor exemplified 
by British usage ; and that the French repeal, be^des in** 
eluding that portion of the Decrees which operates within 
a territorial jurisdrction, as well as that which operates oii» 
the high sea» against the commerce of the U. States, should 
not be a single special repeal in relation to the U* StateSi: 
but should be extended to whatever neutual nations uncon- 
nected with tbem^ that may be afifected by t^se Decrees.. 
And as an additional insult,, they are called on for a formal 
disavowal of the condition andpretensionsadvanc^ by the 
French government, for which the U. States are so far froo»* 
having Biade themselves responsible^, that^ in ofiScial ex<^ 
jplanations^ which have been published to the world, aud inc 
a correspondence of the American minister at London^ 
with tlie British minister for foreign affairs, such a respoa- 
ability was explicitly and einphatically disclaimed 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF THE WAR4 76 

It hHH become indeed sufficiently certain tliat tYie cotii- 
merce of the U. States is to be sacrificed, not as interfering 
tvith the belligerent rights of <j. Britain, not as supplying 
the wants of her enesaies, whicii s^elierselfsapplies, but as 
interfering withibe monopoly ^iiicfc she coverts for her own 
•commerce and navigation. She carries on a war against 
the lawful commerce of a friend, 1!hat she may tlie fcetter 
eaiTv on a commerce with an enemy, a commerce, polluted 
by the forgeries and perjaries whicli are for the most part 
the only passports by which H can succeed. 

Anxious to make overy experiment short of t1i6 last resoit 
of injured nations, the LL States have withheld from G* 
Britain, binder successive modifications, the benefits of a 
iree intercourse with their market, the toss of which could 
not but outweigh the profits accruing from her restrictions 
df our commerce with other nations. And to entitle these 
experiments to the more favorable consideration, Ihey were 
so framed as to enable her to place her adversary under 
the exclusire operation of them. To these appeals, her 
government has been equally inflexible, as if willing to 
make sacrifices of every sort, rather than yield to the claims 
ef }usti<!e, or refKHinoe the errors of a false pride. Nay, 
so far were the attempts carried, to overcome tlie aitacn>* 
ment of the British cabinet to its tinjust Edicts, that it re- 
ceived every encouragement, within the competency of the 
Executive branch of our government, to expect that a re^ 
peal of them would be followed by a war between the U. 
States and Fi-anee, unless the French Edicts should also bo 
repealed. Even this ^ommanication, although sitenciog 
for ever the plea of a disposition in the U. Htates to ac- 
quiesce in those Edicts, origtaally the sole plea for ihem^ 
received no attention. 

If no other proof existed of a pinftdfjtertnination of the 
British government against a repei^HffWs Orders, it might 
be found in the corr^pon^nce of^^'itytnister Plenipoten^ 
iiary of the U- Stales at London, anti the British Secretary 
for Foreign AflSaiirs ia 1810, on the question whether the 
blockade of May, 1806^ was considered as in tbrce^ or as 
hot in force, it had been ascertained that the Fretich gov* 
ernment, which urged this blockade as the ground of its 
Berlin Decree, was willing, in the event of its removal, to 
repeal that Decree ; vi4aieh being followed by ^Sklternate m* 
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peak of the other olKaDtive &tict8«' might abaltsb the whoW 
system on both sides. This inviting opportunity fur accom< 
plifibing an ot^ct so important to the U. Statw, and prori 
iEessed so often to be the de»ire of both the belligerents, waik 
qnade knowD to the British government A^ that govern- 
I»e9t admiti thi^t an aotntl application of an adequate force 
is pecessfU'y to the existence of a legal blockade ; and it 
iivas notorious^ that if such a force had ever been applied^ 
its long ^iseonttnuaoce bad annulled the blockade in ques-< 
tion, t^re could be no sufficient o^je^ion on the part of G^ 
'Britain to a formal revocation of it ; and no imaginable ofa^ 
jection to a declaration of the ftict thi^t the blockade did no| 
f:xist. The declaration wauld have bfeu consistent with 
%ey avowed principles of blockade, and would haveenabled 
4ieU. States to demaad from France the pledged rep^of 
JffiT J)ecrf)f s ; either with success, in which o^ise the way 
would have h^n op#ned ior a gei^ral rep^ of the bef« 
ligerent !|B2dicts ; or without success, in which cms the 17^ 
l^tales would have been justi6ed in tviroing their pieasureii 
exclusively against Fi^pce. The British government wouldii 
liowever, fieither rescind the blockade, nor declare its noun 
fxi$tei:iee ; nor periMiit its n^n^exister^ce to be interrfd aii4 
aflbiQed by the American Plenipotentiary. On the con« 
trmry, by representing the blockade to be comprehi»id#d ii) 
the Orders in CowcUi^ the U* States were compelled so t% 
regard it in th^ir suhseqaenl proceedings^ 

There was a period when a feivorable chaug^ in the 
policy of the British cabinet was justly considc^red as. estft? 
Hished. The minist^ Plenipot^iary of his Britannic ma? 
jesty here (nrppos^d an adjustment of the differences won 
immediately endaug^iug the barmoi^ of the two countries* 
The proposition was fccepted with a prompt^ude a^ ccmt* 
diality, corresponding wi|h the invariabb professions of this 
government. A foM^^tiw appeared to be l«d for a sin* 
cere and la<|ting fiK>C!<ieiliatipfw — The pospecl, howev^^, 
^piiekly vanished* Tb^ w)M)|ie prpoeeding was dieaivowed 
% the British gov^nnumt, without a^y ei^plaimtioa which 
^ould at that tioie repress the Mief, \m^ the dtsi^vowal pssN 
cesdi^d irw$ a spirit of hfN4i% ta thf» eo^imer^^ial ngfat^ 
and piK)sperity of th# U« Statef . And it, hw «im^ ^^« 
into pr^, that attbe^very mofMut wheuthepubUomiuister 
viwa hqtdiiig tiu» latg^fe of .frimd^llifh and inspiring 
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toaft^N^^^ in Ibe siqcAfity of tb^ Mgooatioiiwitb which bt 
was chwgl^d• ft 9^ret ^#pt pf hi$ gov^rom^i^t wa« em* 
ployed i« intrigues, bavii^ for tiieir ol^t « wbversiaa qf. 
<Hur governn^tj^aQd i^dUoieiaNroiept of ourb^ppyljiupnr. 

In reviewing the isoodiiQt of G. BriUip towfurd^ the (7« 
BMe^f our attentioo i$^ od<;eswrily dirmiin to tb§ murfare jiM|. 
renewed by the ravages on «^ne Qf our e«tep«iye frontiers ; 
« warfare, which is known tq sp^e neither 4ge nor si^, ^nd 
to be distingoisbed by features peculiarly f^lMUg W hu*^ 
qianity. It is diffieuK tq accounl for the activity vd cpm- 
binatioQSi which hskvefor some time been. developing tbein*^ 
Mves among the tribes, in constant iat^^roearse with British 
traders a^d gavrisoas^ without eQaaeeting tbev hostility 
with that ioflunnee ; and without recoUectiug the authentic 
cated examples of woh interppaitionsi heretotore furuished 
by the officers 4ud agents of that goveriMiKent- 

Such is the i^pectacle of injuries, imd ind^aities wbicb 
bav.e beau heaped on our cauiitry ; and such the cr^^is which 
its uiiex;ampled forbearance and coiioiliaWiry effocis hsu^ 
not be^ able to avert It might at least h^ve been ext- 
pertedy that an enlightened natioa» if less urged by moral 
obhgatioos» or invited by friwdtv dispoi^(ion» on the part 
(ftf the U* States^ would h^ive found in its true intere^k 
nlone^ a sufficient motive to respect their rights, and their 
tnuMyiiUty <m the high aea^ ; Uiat m enlarg^ poli<;y woiiiid 
(laeve favored that frf e and |;^rel eiii»|l%|ion of commerce, 
in which the British nation is at sil time& interested, n»dl 
which in times of war is the besh alleviation of its cnlamitiea 
to herself, a& welt as toother beUigereuts : and mofce eapch 
eiaUy Uiat the British cabipeti woidd not, for tfa^ sel^ of n 
pi^cariousmd surraptitioue intereonrse with heetUe mnr^^ 
ji;et% have persevered iu n course of meaeorie» wbiph neees^ 
iinrily put at bea^ard the ini^alunble nwrkeloiCa great and 
growing cepntry, disposed to euUiivatathe mutunledvsuiter 
gf^ of au eelive commeroe« 

Other Councils have prnyailed. Our modcoratiem and 
iooneiliation have had no Q4her effieet \bm t^encourege per-i 
i0veieiuce» and to enlarge pretensionAr We beboM enr 
eisiffiring citintn^ l^iU the daily victims^ of lawless viok»ee, 
iiwmmitted on the greet common highway of nations, even 
within sight of the eonntry vibioh owendiem protection. Wo 
|^h€|l^ouriiej^sfr«igbked wiih thei prodiieta olou£ soiL 
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4i!ndiiidu$try9 or returning^ with the proceeds of tbcMt wrasft^ 
•edfrom tbeit* lawful destinations, confiscate by prize courts, 
no longer the organs of pnbli'C law, but the instruments of 
arbitrary Edicts; «nd tlietr unfortunate crews dispersed 
and tost, or forced or in<veigled in British ports into British 
fleets ; whilst arguments are employed, in support of 
these aggressions^ which hate no foandationbut in a prin- 
iOiple-iequally supporting a cUkn to regalate our external 
commerce in all cases whatsoever. ' 

We behold, in tine, on the side of G. Britain, a state of 
war against the U. States, and on the side of the U. States 
a«tate of peaise towards G. Britain. 

Whether the U. States shall continue passive iiader these 
progressive usurpations, and thei» aceimnilafting wrongs; 
oropposifig'forcetoforee, in d«fonee of their natural rights^ 
shall commit a jusri^ cause into tiie hands of the Almighty 
disposer of «)iMents;< avoiding all connections which might 
entangle it in tiie i^ontests or 'views of other powc^, add 
preserving a constant reaidmess to concur in an honorable 
re*establisbment of peace and friendship, is a solemn ques^^ 
tion, which the constitution wisely confides to the leg'is- 
lative Department of the government, in recommending 
it to their early deliberations, I am happy in the assui^anco 
that the decision wiU^be worthy the enlightened and patriw 
#tic Councils of a virtuoas, a free, and a powerful nation. 

Having presented Ibis view of the relations of the U* 
States with G. Britain and <tf the solemn alternative grow*- 
tng out of them, I proceed to remark that the eommunica* 
lions last made to Congress, on the subject of our relations 
with France, will have shown t^t since the revocation of 
her Decrees as they violated the neutral rights of the U. 
States, hw government has authorised illegal captures, by 
lis privatnere and pobtienhips, and that other outrages have 
heen pi*lictlsed on our l^esi^lfi aiMi citizens. It will have 
been seen also^ that no indemoity had been provided, or sal>* 
ts&ckorily pledged, ^r the ^extenirive spoliations coinmitt^d 
under the violent "mnA r^rospeetive orders of the French 
government agai nst the property e^foiireitizem seized with* 
in the jurisdiction of France. I abstain at this time from 
recomnaending to the consid^tititm of Congress definitive 
measures with respecMo that nittion, tn the expectation, that 
llie result of unclosed di^W^^n^ betwe^ our MiAist^r 



Digitized by 



Google 



|BeHtf K>t ti it i»fy al Puris and the French gorettxment Wtll 
speedily eoabie Coa^reig to deeuley with greater advantage^ 
0n the coane dee to therr^ts> the interests, and the boiior 
^' our country. JAMES MADISON. 

The fJowmHtee on F&reiffn RetaHoms ta n^h^m fMs referred 
ike Mesmffe o/* the PrtsideHt of the £/• States of «Ae 1^ 
of June, 1812^ 
EEPORT— 

That after the experience which the U. Slates have had 
of the great injustice of the British goi^emment towards 
tbeiQt esd^mpiified by to many acts of violence and oppres- 
sion^ it will be «iore difficoll to jostify to the impartial 
wwld their patient forbearance, than the measure to which 
it has become necessary to resort^ to awnge the wrongs^ 
and yindicaie the rights and honor of the nation. Yoar 
eomnMttee are happy to observe on a dispassionate reveiw 
of the. conduet of the U. States^ that they ^e in. it no causie 
lor ^penswe.. 

If a long forbearance «nder infuries^ ought ever to be^ 
eonsidered a virtue in any nation, it is one wlucb paDuliarly 
becomes the U. States. No people ever had stonger mo- 
tive ,1a cherish pe^ce — none have ever chei^ished it witb 
greater^icerity and zeal- 
Bat Iheiperioid has now wrived, when the U. States must 
support their character and station among the nations o£ 
the eai^h, or submit lo Ae n»ost shameful degradation;. 
Forbearance tew ceased to be a virtue. War on the one 
side, and peace on the oibfrr i» a situi^on ai» ruinous as it 
is disgraceful. The mad ambition^ the lurt of power,, and 
conunercifkl avarice of G, Britain^ arrowing to hersdf tbo 
complete ^minion of the ocean,, and exercising oarer it afi^ 
imbjQiundad and lawless tyranny,, have left taneutral nations, 
an alteraative.'Onlyf between the base surrender of their 
rigfets,^ and a manly vindication of tiiem. Happily for the^ 
U. SuUeSy tbetr de^ny^ ifnder the aid ^* heaven, is in their 
own haiids. The crisiis is formidaUe only i>y theiv love oi' 
peace. As soon aa it bec4K¥ies a dirty to relinqiMsh- tha^ 
situation^ danger disiappearsw v They have su£S^red no 
wrongs, they h^ve nsoeived no kisolts,. however greats for 
wbkl^they canijiot obtfl^a redress. 
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Mtirft'tban iseveti year* have lapsed, ^c^ ^t c<wti^ 
ttmaemeht of tbis H^istem of htistite ag'^rei^sion hy the BH^ 
t«h ^ot^rnmailj Wi thte ri^hte and intere&te of the U^ Slates; 
The manneiP of ite Gommencement was not less hostile, than 
the spirit whh vrhich it has beeh prosectrted. The V. States 
have invariably done every thing in their povrer to preserve 
the relations of friendship i«^ith G* Britiiin. Of thi^ dii^ 
position they g^ave a distidgtrished proof, at the moment 
when they were made the victims of an opposite polfc'y* 
The wrongs of the last war had not been forgotten at ihe 
commencement of ttie present one* They warned lis of 
danger*, against irhich it was nought to provide. A^ inAj 
as the year 1804, the mitiister of the TT. Slates at London 
was instructed, to invite Ihe British government to enter into 
a negooiatioti on all the poiMs on which a coNtsion n^ight 
drise between the two' cotltitrie*, in the cotirse of the wat*^ 
undio propose to it an arrangement of their cH^aims oft lait* 
tund resisonabte conditions. The invitation was accepted* 
A negociAlmn had cobimenCed and #as depending, and 
nothing had occurred to excite a doubt that it Wotffd nt>t 
terminate td the satisfeetion of Itoth the parties. It was at 
Ihiil time, and Ufnder these eh'cum^ances, that an attack WM 
made, by smrprise, oh an 'mtportant branch of the American 
<;6mmerce, which afiected every part of the U. States, and 
involved many of their citisiens in ruin. 

The eomrtier^e Ond^icb this attadk was sd nnex]^tedly 
made, was between theU.States and the colonies of France, 
Sp^in, and other enemies of G. Britain. A commerce jtrst 
in it^lf— samctioiied by tte example of <J. Britain in regard 
to the trade with her own colonies — sanctioned by a solenm 
act between the two governments in the last war J and sane- 
; tiOiied by the practice of the British government in the 
present war, more tharf two years having then elapsed, '#ith* 
out any interference with it. 

The irijostrce of this attack could orfly be equalled by the 
ahSsitrditv of the pretext alledged for it. It ivas pretended 
by the British government, that in case of vi^ar'; her enemy 
had no right to modify its colonial regulations, so as to 
mitigate the calamities of war to the inhabitatnts bf its coto* 
nies; This pretension, peculiar to G. Britain, is utterly in^ 
compatible with the right of sovereignty, in every independ- 
ent state. If we recur to the well established and nniver^ 
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ialLy oihaaitt^ law of MtiMis* we timil find no ganction to 
i^ in that venerable coile. The soveraignty of every state 
is co^xtenmye with ito domimooa^ a»d eaimot be abrogated, 
9r eartaUed io its rights^ as to any part, except by coiH}oe8t. 
NecUral nations iiave. a right to trade to every port of either 
belligereot^ wl^lch is not legally blockaded — aod in all ar« 
tides whidh are not conlrabaod of war. Such is the ab« 
surdity of this pfoteosiaot that yoar committee are aware, 
especially after tl^ able manner in which it has been here* 
tofore refuted, and exposed, that thc;^ would offer an iqpnlt 
to the unders%Midif^ of the House, if they enlarged on it, 
and if any Uiing could add to the high sense of the injustice 
of theBotish govemmeatin the traoaaciioot it would be the 
contnst which her conduct exhibits iajregard to this trade, 
aiMl in regard to a similar trade by nejaUrals with her own 
colouifts* It is. known to the world* that G* Britain regu- 
l^^es her own trad^ in iK^r tmd in pe^c^ ^ hc^e and in 
her colonic as she finda (m her interestr— th^ in war she 
relaxes the restraints of her colonial syst^n in favor of the 
colonies^ and that it never was suggested that she had not 
a right to do it — or that a neutral in taking adv^tag^ of 
the f taxation, violated a belligerent right of her enemy — 
But with G* Britain every ihiog is lawful. It is only in a 
trade with her enemies that the U* States can do wrong. . 
With them all trade is unlawfuL 

' In the year 179^9 an attack was made by the British go« 
verfitn|€(at on the same branch of our neutral trade, which 
had nearly involved the two countries iA war* That differ- 
ence, howeverii was amicably accommodated. The pre- 
tension was withdrawn, and reparation made to the IJ. 
States, for the losses which they had suflferedby it It was 
fair to. infer from that aiTangement, that the commerce was 
deemed by the British government lawful, a^d that it would 
not be ag'ain disturbed. 

Had the Britbh gavi^ament been D^solved to contest this 
trade with neutrals, it was due to the character of the British 
nation that the deciiion should be made known t|0 the go- 
vernment pf the U. Stateis The existOAice of a n^ociation 
which Wd been invited by our {j^vernment, for the purpose 
of preventing differences by an amicable arrangement of 
their respective preten^oosy^gave a slroog claim to the no- 
lificalion, while it affordi^ the fairest opportunity far it. 

II 
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But a veiy iStl^feA policy aMSMtod tlie dum cahinrt. «f 
England. * 'Fbe- liberal confidence and triendiy o^erturea 
ofAieV. States, u^re taken advantage ot to ensnare tlieni« 
Steady ta it» porpotet and inflexibiy hostile to this countr^r 
tbe British government calinly looked forward to the mo- 
ment, when itmigfat give the moeit dea^y wound to o\ir in-r 
torests* A ti*ade, JMt to itsdf, wbieli waa secured by so 
many strong aad sacred pledgor wadroai|sidered safe. — 
Our citiaens with tkeir usual iodustry and enterprise had 
embarked ii> it a vast proportion of their shippingt ainl of 
tlieir capitaH which were at sea, under, no other proteeticoi 
than the )aw of nations^ and the confidence which they re^ 
posed in lie justice aod friendahip #f the British natiqn*- 
At this period the unexpected blow wm giwn. Many of 
our vessels were seized, carried into port, and coodemafd 
by a tribunal,, whichv while it |>ro£esseato respeet thejaw o^ 
nations, obeys^be nmndates o£ iiipwn g»yetnmdoi. iimi-^ 
dreds^ other i^essel^ were driven (fom the ooean, and trade 
itself in a great measp-e sappressed*- The effect produced 
by tihis attackon the lawful commerce of the IL States, waa 
su(^, as might have been expected fwm a virtuous, iode* ' 
pendent, and highly injured people^ But one se^^imeot 
pervaded the wlH>le American nation^ £$o local interesta 
were regHrded~4io sordid motives felt* Without looking 
to the parts which suffered most, the invasion of our righ& 
was considered a^ common cause, and from oii^ extremilty 
cif our Union to the other, was heapd, the voice of an tM^ited 
people, calling on ih/$w government to avenge their wrougfi^ 
and Vindicate the righte and Honor of the country. 

From this period the British government has gone on io 
a continued encroachment on the rights and interest of the 
JS. States, disregardiHg in its. course, in maoy instances^ 
aUigations which have besetefore. been held sacred by 
eiyilized nations.^ . 

tn May, 180&, the whole coast of the continent,'fi:om the 
Elbe to Brest, inclusive^ was declared to be in a sts^ o£ 
blockade. By this act, the well established prinpiples of 
Uie law of Ujrtionsy^H'ineiplea which have served for ag^ as 

guides, and tixed the boundary batween the rights of beU 
gerents aad neutrals, were vij[^ted } by the law of uations^ 
as recognized by (jr. Itritain berselft »o blqckade is lawful^^ 
imless^ it be sastaiued l)y the aj^plicaliou of ao adeq^at^^^ 
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jforce, Md'lhat an fl^deqofilelbrce wag ap^Ued to Af» blocks 
ade, in its fuU extent^ ougbtnot to be |>ffdteiKted. Whether 
•G. Brttatn was able to maintaHi, ieg^y^ ao e&lenaive q 
Uockadq^^oonsidering' the war in n^^ieh' ahe is engaged^ 
re<](liiriiig aach .^Ktensrve naval operatiionsy ia a^que»tion 
which is notneoeasary at- this time la examiniu It if^ aittt^ 
•cient to be knoWD, thatsqch force was not a(]fplied«tttnd 
this ia evident ffrom tthe terms of the Uoekade Hseii »by 
^which^ comparatively, an 4aeensiderabte portion of the ooaat 
only waa declared to.be in a 4rtate ot* atrid and ri^oiis 
:^blockade. The ohjeetion- U> the measure is^ not dHDiniahed 
hy that circumstance* If the force was not applied, the 
blockade was unlawAi), from whatever cause the faikice 
rinight proceed. The beUigereat who instttutea the Mock* 
ade, cannot absolve* itsdf from the obii^tion lo apply the 
force under any prete^at whatever. 9For a belligerent itd 
•relax a blo<^kade, which il.coald not maintftin, it would be 
a refinement in injustieey not teas insulting to th^ undeh* 
ataoding', than repugnant to^e law tff nations. To claim 
tinerit for the mitigation of an evil, which the party either 
hiid not the power, or fouild it inconvenient tti inflict, wduld 
^ a new^mode of encroaching on neutral ri^ts. Your 
^committee think it just to remark, thai this act of the BH^ 
^tAk government does not iappear lo have been adopted in 
the sense in which it hae been ^noe cdnstrued* On con* 
«ideration <^f all the circumstances "attendkig the measure^ 
and particularly the chartieter of the distinguished states* 
man who announced it, we are peesnaded that it was coiv* 
4:eived in a spiHt of eonciUation, an4 intended to lead to an 
accommodation of all differences between ^ U. States 
and G. Britain. His deatii disappointed that hope, and the 
.act has since becoma aubaervient to other purposes. It has 
been made by his successors, a pretext for tha* vast system 
lof usurpation, which baa so long oppressed and harrassie^ 
.4^ur eommef^c^. 

* The next a<^of the British gavemmeot whicb claims our 
.attention is \ke Orders in Council of Jan»7> 18Q7, by which 
neutral powers are prohibited tmding from one porttaanotb- 
er of France or het allies, or any other country with which 
d. Britain might not freely trade* By this order the pre- 
tension of England^ heretofore claioM^d by every other pow* 
i^,\9 prohibit uontrKls dispoatn^ of {Mcta ef^eir. cargoes at 
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difliireBt ports of the same enetny, is reTiired and with rn^t 
accamalation of injury. Every "enemy, however great the 
fiqinber or distance from each other, li eonsidered one^ and 
the lifae trade even wMi powers at peace with Engcland who^ . 
from motivesof policy had excluded oi'testrained her cqhi- 
mereoy was afoo prohibited, in this act the BritiiA gfo- 
vemmmt evidently dfsdaitned atlrefi^ard fbrn<^itnit rights* 
Aware that the ibeasures anthorised by itconfd find x\q 
pretext in any belligerent right, none waanrged. To pro- 
nibit tbe sale of our produce, cc^ntsisting 0f innocent articles' 
at any port of a belltgfNrent, fiot blockaded^ to eonsidev 
every belligerent as one, and subject neutrals to the same 
restraint with all, as if there was bnt one^ were held en^ 
croachmenls. Bat to rertram or 'in any manner interfere 
witlvour commerce with neutral nations widi whom G. Bru 
tain was ^ peace, and against whom she had no justiiable 
canseof war, for the sole reosoti, fkoA, they restrained or exw 
cittded from their ports her coninieree, was utterly incom-^ 
patiblewith'tbe pacific relations subsisting between the two 
ccmntriesb 

We procee*to bring into view the British Order ki 
Council of November 11th, 1807, which sApe^ceded everi^ 
oth^r order, and consummated that system ol^ hostilftye^ the 
commerce of the U . 8tites which hi» been sinee so steadily 
pursued. By tliisOrd^ntril Franceand her allies amd ev^ 
other country at war witb O. Britain, or with which she was 
^o^at wcfr, from which the ^Htisfa flag was excluded^ atvd 
all the colonies of her enemies were subjected to^the same 
replrictions as if they wer^ actnally bk>ckaded in the most 
strict an#ri|orpus manner; ami'aH trade in artieles the 
produce and manufaptureof t^said/countries and cottoi^ 
and the vessels ^igaged in it weie subjected to oaptm*emid 
condemoatiqn as fa wtul prize. To this order certain en^ 
ceptions wene^made whi(A we forbear to notice beeaute 
they were not adopted from a regard to neutral lights, but 
l»rere diictated by policy to promote the commei*€e of Bng^ - 
landr ^nd so far as they related to neutral powers, w«re 
said to emanate ffom the demeaey ofthe British goi^eni^ 
ment. . - . ^ 

It:would be superfluous in yopr commiltee to state, diat 
by this order the British government dedaisd direct ^nd 
positivewar against the V,. i^irtes. The dominion^ ttf t 
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0CGim Was eompleWly usi]rf>ed %j!^ tV iftTl coniinei*ee f»*bi<I« 
en, fend every flag driven from* it, or fnibjeded to captare 
ami eoDdeoiitfttion, wbich did not subserve tbe policy^ 
tb^ Brttisb government by payings *ilratribate and ^ibng' 
under its s^ncUon. From tins period tfie U. States have 
incnrreA the heaviest losses, and most morlifyrng' bnnriKa- 
tioos. Tbejf have bom Ibe ealamitt^ of war wttlwut retort^ 
ingf- them on its- aMbors« 

• Sofar 'yoa^ oommiHee has presented to the view of th^ 
House the aggressions wMob have been committM undef 
the authority 'o^tbfe British govetfmnont on the commerce of 
the U. States. We witl now proceed to other wnon^ 
whieh have been sttU more severely leH. Among those, is 
tbe^mpro^ment of our seamen^ a practice which has been 
unceasingly maintained by G. Britain in the wars to wbidb 
she has i^n a party since omr revolntitm. Yooreommftte^ 
cannot convey in adeqnat# terms the deep ^ntte wbtcb 
they entertain of ihe inpMtioe and oppression t>f this pro^^ 
fieedhtg. * Under the priest of impressing Brit«9h seaman, 
pur fellow citizens are seized in British ports, on the high 
sesf), and in every cfther qo€nter t6 which the Britisb powtt 
extends, are taken on board British men of war, and com- 
pelkdto servo there 4M British tabjects. In this mode our 
citizens are wimtonly snatched itmm tfieir country and their 
families, deprive of their liberty, and doomed to an tgno« 
minious and stavish bondagev com{)€iled^'iigbt the battles 
of >a^lbi%ign eonptry^ and oiled'to^ perMi hi tbMi. Onr iag 
hao given thetti no pi^oteetion ; it has heem tmcoasingly vto« 
lated, and onr' vessels opposed to danger by the loss of men 
takai jfrMt tiiem. Your committee need not remark that 
wMotbo pi^actice is cdntinoed, it is impttesible for the U; 
Htatos tO'' eom^der themsri^ies an independent nation. 
Every mew case is a new f)it>of of their degradation, its 
contittiMMicois the moi^ dnyasltftaMe, tiecaose the U. Slates 
have refl^atedly proposed to the British gov^atient an ar- 
rangement wfateh vroidd secure to it the control of Hsown 
people. ' An oxemption a^ the oftii^»d <^ the U. Stsdes 
irom tbta dtg^ndli^ oppression^ and thMr'flag from viola- 
tion, is all that they have sought. 

WMif lawless wa«*eof our trade, and eqnaHy tmlawftilim- 
prasanont c^ our seamein have been ^minib aggravi^ed by 
|ho i|isalt3 and indigoilies attejMling tbem« Umler the [»*e- 
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iMt of Uoiduidhig' Aa* bariKii8 of France and iter ^Bies^ 
British squadrons have ^been statioBed on oar own coast, to 
Wttl€h and annoy our owfi trade. To give effect to the 
btockiMie of Ikropean poris, the ports and harbors of tim 
U« StatfHi ba^e been blockaded. In oxecintiRg these orders 
of the British goTernmW* or in ob^ing the spirit which 
was known to-aniomte i^ the 4^ot»iiianders of these squad- 
rons haveenoroached on our jarisdictt0H« seized our vefr- 
seis^ and carried into eSec% impressments wHhin oar limitsi, 
and done other acts of^at injustice, violenee, and oppr^ 
tiou. The U. States have seen, with minf ted indignation^ 
#nd surprise, that thpse acts, instead of procuring to Ibe 

Krpetrators the punishment dueto unmuthorised chmes^ 
ve not failed to secommeud them .to the favor of their 
govemment. ^ ' 

Whether the British go veriwientbas loontributed t^ae* 
tave measures to excite against us the hostility of the savage 
'^bes on our Irontters, your eooMiittee are not disposed to 
:Occupy much time in tuvesligating. Certain indications 
'of general jfiotoriety may supply the place of authentic do« 
i^lrasents ; tboog^ these hare oot been wanttng to «slablisb 
the &et in some instances. It is known 4^ symptotns c^ 
i^tish hostility towa^ls the IJ. Stnte% have never faded to 
Iproduoe corresponding sy iaQ|)toms among those tribes. It is 
also well Jcnowu, that on aitsuohoccasionsp abundant sup*^ 
|>iies of the ordinary nMinitions 4f( war have been afforded 
oy the ngents of British eomniensial ccnnpanies, and even 
irom ^itnih garrisons, wherewith they were enabled b* 
4;ommenc0 thot system of savage warfare on our frontieriir 
which ilas bevsn at all times indiscriminatejn itSreffiMAori all 
^ges, sexes, and conditions, and so revolting to faunlanity. 

Yo|ir committee would h^ ivuch gratified if they <coiild 
close 'het« the detail of British wrongs^^ut it is their duty 
to reeite ^another act of stilt greMer naalignity«, than any ^ 
those which Mve been already brought to your view. Tbi 
attempt to disHiember ourUnion, and overthrow our excel** 
lent Congtitotion, by a secret mission, .the object of. irhieb 
was to foment di^ntentanditesicite insurtsectipn against the 
4:<Mistitated authorities and laws of the natienr^ as latdy.dist 
closed by the agent templtr^ed in it» affords full prodf that 
there is no bound to the l3#sftility of the British j^ovenun^ ; 
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toworili t|e. Utiited Statai«-iHi 9eW kp«vever tti^^abl^ 
which it would not comioit, to a€cmB|ili A thtir ruin- Tfaiff 
ttt^mpt exisitM.the greater horror kom the eowklertitiotir 
diat it wa« mada^. while the U. Stafaes aipd.Gb Britain were afc 
pt^ace^ %nd an amieaWe negoaisitiop was d^w^adwighatween 
tb^m./or .the aiscoattnodati^a oClhoir di»nieQC|is» through 
ptdblic miointers, regularly aothoriaed for th^ pnrfNMe^. . . 

The U. States have beheld^ with anexampled* forbear* 
aoce, thi3 coatiimed «cyie» of hertiie eocraaphniealii on theia 
tighta and interast9» in the hopcv tbait^ >ieldiag to the forea 
of frieodly reoion«tnmcef » otlon repeated^ tl^ British go^ 
veriiment might adopt a more j>iist policy towarcU,theio^£ 
hot tliat hope.no lon^ exists. .They . have also weighed 
iopartiaUy, the reasons which have been urgi^d by the Bri«r 
tish government in«vindication of these encroachweatSj andk 
Connd in. thea» neither justifioatiAa. or apf^Ogy*. . . . i 

The British government has alledged in vindioation o£ 
the Orders in Couacil, that they were resorted to aa a reCa«^ 
Uation on France^ for similar aggressions OMimitMid by 
her. on ouu.' neutral trade with the witish doasinioAs* Bub 
hpw hs3. this plea b^eu, supported ? > Tbc^datea- of British, 
and Fj?eneh aggressions are welL known. to the world.^ 
Their origin and progress have beeoomrk^ with too wid^ 
and destructive a waste of the .property of our fellow oitii^. 
zens to ha,ve been. forgotten. The Berlin Decree, of J^f^^ 
21^ \9iiQ, wa» th^ fii*st aggression of Fr$ince», in the preseali 
wai% Eighteen months had then elapnedf after the attack 
^ade.by G. Britain on our neutral trade with the eoieoiiea 
of France and her allies^ and si^^ months from the dati^. of 
die proclamation of May, 1306. Even Qn Jan« ?f 1807, th* 
date of the tn^st British Order in Gouncilr so short a tern 
liad elapsed, after the Berlin Decree, that it wi^hardly pos-^ 
sihle that the intelligence of it should havit reachad the U. 
^tate«^ A. retaliation, which is to podiice jts effecW by 
operating on a neutral, power, ought not to he^ resorted to, 
till the. neutral had ^stified it by a culpable acipiiesceBoe in 
the unlawful act of the other bJieUigereot* . it^xii^^ U> her 
delf^yed until after sufficient time bad been allowed to the 
neutral to remonstrate against the measure leomplained o&t 
to receive an answer, ai|d ai:t on it, which had aft been 
done in the present. instancy; and when the Qrderof Nov^ 
1 1^ was'issued, iLis well known that a minister of Franc;^ ha4 
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deekred Wifeft tttiniiter pldiiip«lMtk?y>iif tlfe^ U/6CMi69 tfT 
Partffy iliat it was not intended that the Decree of Berlin 
•boald'afi|>ty*o^ CF. States. ItiaeqaaNy wdl known that 
tto Aneman vessel bad tiMn beencondemned undar it^ or 
rnkmre feaentmrie, ^Mth wbidi the BrMsb ge^^erMaenl ww 
acquaiatedi The ikota pi^ava incontettibly, that the meas' 
ures of PraHJce; hilwei^ier iiiijiialitiab4e in thear iacti/^ , 'Were 
nothing more ttian * pretiKt fewtfao se of ]^ni[^ad. And 
of the inaoffeiadey of that^prrtesl^ aanple proof baa^ already 
been afforded 1^ tbe Bhli^ govwomettt itselfi and itv Hie 
lAort wipreaMre form. AHboagb itiWaa declared that 4be 
Orders ia Oraotil wena rebalialory on France for her- De- 
crees, it was also declared, imd in tbe Orders themselves^ 
^at owingl* to tbe Mpericnity <)€ the 'British navy, by «4iteh 
the 4e^ of FrMee and ber aliiea were confined within their 
own ports, tbe French Dscrees w^e eonsidened only as 
empty threats. *- 

Itia ne j«sltfieition of the wrongs of «Kie i^ower, that the 
If fee were committed by another ; nor ooght tbe fact, if trae, 
to have been wged by either, as it could a^rd no proof of 
Its ieveof jnrtice, of itsiiiagiianimity,or eiren of its courage* 
It is more worthy- Uve government of a gveat nation, to re*, 
lieve tban to assail the itf^ored. Nor can a repetition of ifie 
wrongs by another power, repair tbe'viotaled i-igbls, or 
wounded honor, of the injured party. An titter inability 
akme to resist, would justify a qni^t surrender ef.ow rights, 
and degrading, sttbmtsaion toibe wHI of others. 

To ^at eondttiorf the 'United Btates are not reduced ; 
nor do tbey fear it IXiat they ever consented to dis- 
cuss with .either, the misconduct of the cM.hei% is a proof 
of Uieir love of peace, of < ttkoir moderation, and of tbe 
hope which ibey still indulged, that friendly appeals to 
just and generous^ sentiments, would not be made to them 
in vatn. But the motive was mistakenv if their forbearance 
was imputed, either to tlie wuntof a just sdnsfibiiity to their 
wrongs, or of sf determination^ if suitable redross was not 
obtained, to resent them« The time basnow arrived witen 
this system of reaaening musk cease, it would be insulling^ 
to repeat it. It wotiM be degrading to hear it. The U. 
States must a^t as an independent nation, aad assert their 
rigirts, and avenge their wrongs, according to thdr own 
estimate of them, wHh the party who commits them, hold.-^ 
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jn^ ilveaponsibbfor it» ewn mMc^ds/unnti^ated by those 
ot anether* 

For the difference made between G. Britain and France, 
by th^ application of the non-itnportotiofi act againat £ng- 
JandoDlyv4heBiolitehas been ali*eady toa ofteo •mplaiMd, 
, and iH too well known toreqiiire fmlber illustration. In the 
x^mmercial restrictions to which the U. Stales reaorted as 
an evidence of tl»ir sensibiUty^ and a mild retalialton of 
their wrongs^ tliey invariably placed both powers onHhe 
^Bie footing, holding to dach in respect to itaelf, the sime 
acqomibodati<»i,.inica8e it accepted tlie condition ofiered ; 
«and in respect iothe other, the same restrattit, if it refis^. 
-Had the - Brititih government confirmed Aie aurangen^ient 
•which W9s;o^tered intowiih the Btntish minister in 1800, 
antl France niaintaiued her Decrees, with France would 
the U. States have had to resist, with the iiroiness belongs 
ingto their character, the continued A^iolation of their rights. 
The eommiHee do not hesitate to dectare,'that France has 
greatly inguned the U. Staler, and th^ satisfactory repai^- 
tiofi has not been made for many of those iiitjorieis. 'fiat, 
<tbat is a eoitcem which the U.* mates *wili look to and set- 
tle for diemselv^. The high character of Hhe American 
people, is a sufficient ptedge to the- world, that they wall 
not fail to settle ft, on conditions which they have a nghtto 
ctaim. 

More recently, the time policy of the British government 
towards the U. States has been completely unfolded. • It 
Itos been publicly declared by those in power, that the Or- 
ders in Council should not be laepealed, mitil the French 
government had revoked all its interhal r^flrBinls on the 
*JBritisb coma^ix^e, and that theirade'of tile U. States, with 
Fiance and her allies, should be prohibited until G. Bntain 
was also allowed to trade with thetD. By thn» declaration, 
Jt.ai^pears, that to satisfy the pretensions of the British go- 
ye^imient, the U. States mustjt^in G. Britain in the war 
«irith France, and prosecute the wai*, until France should 
im «ubdued, for without her subjugation, it were in vain to 
presume On such tf concession; The hostility of the Bri- 
tish goveniment has been t^till farther disclosed. It has 
been made mantlest Uiat the U. Slat^ are considered by it 
as the commercial rival of G« Britain, and that their {)ros* 
|H0i#y^iid growth are incwnpatiWe' with their welfare. 

12 
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When allliiefte circmnstances are taken into eonsideratton, 
it is impossible for your committee. to doubt the motive* 
which have g verned the British ministry in all its meas- 
ure?* towards the U. States since the year 1806. Equally 
is it im|>os8ible to doubt, longert the course which the U. 
States ought to pursue towards G. Britain. 

From this view of the multiplied wrongs of the British 
government since the commencement of the present war, 
it must be evident to the impartial world, that the contest 
which is now forced oti the tJ^ States, is radically a con- 
tei|l for their ^sovereignty and itvdeper^dence. Your com- 
mittee will not enlarge on any of the injuries, however greal^ 
which have had a trapsitory effect. They wish to 4?all tbcS 
sitte^vtion of the House to those of a peimanent nature only^ 
wh«ch mti'ench sodeepiy on our most important rights, and 
wout*d so extensively and vitally our best intereHts^as coqld 
not fail to deprive the U. States of the principal advantages 
of their Involution, if submitted to. The control Qf our 
commerce by G. Britain^ in regulating it at pleasure, and 
almost expeiluig it from the ocean ; the oppressive man- 
ner in which these regulatiops have be/ep carried into effect, 
by seizmg and confiscating such of our vessels with their 
cargoes, as were said to have violated her edicts, often with- 
out previous warning of their danger ; the impressment of 
our citizens from on board our own vessels, on the high 
seas, and elsewere, and holding them in bondage until it 
suited the convenience of their oppressors to deliver then) 
up, are encroacbo^ents of that high and dangerous tendeur 
cy which could not fail ^ produce that pernicious effect, 
nor would tho^e be the only consequenices that would 
result from it. The British government might for a whilet 
i>e satisfied with the a^^ndency thus gained over uK, but 
iUi pretensions wOuld ^on increase. The proof which so 
complete and disgraceful a submioston to its authority, 
would afford of our degeneracy, could not fail to inspire 
confi4ence, that Ik^ wgs no limit to which its usur^iatioui^ 
and our degradations might not be carried. , 

Your comqiitteei believing tha^ the fr^eborn sons of 
A^ierica are worthy to ei^oy the liberty which their fa- 
tliers purchased at the price of so much blood and tre^sure^ 
and seeing, in tlie meai^res adopted by G* .%itain, a course^ 
commenced and persisted in, which mi;i»ht lead to a lo» of 
national character and independence, teel uo hesitation i^ 
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^vising resistance by force, in which iBe Americans of the 
present day will prove to the enemy ami the worui that we 
have not only inherited that liberty which our farthers gave 
usy but also the will and power to mauitaiii it. Kejyingon 
the patriotism of the nation, and confidently trusting 
that the Lord of Hosts will go with us to battle in a right- 
eous cause, and crown our efforts with ^ucceits — yourcom* 
mittee recommend an.appeal to ARMS. 

Soon after the above Report was read, Mr Calhoun, 
one of the Committens of Foreign Relations, on leave being 
given, presented the following Bill, declaring war between 
Great-Britain and her dependencies, and the United Slates 
and their territories ; which, after several day's debate, pas- 
sed the Senate and House of Representatives, and was ap- 
proved by the President, on the 18tb day of June. 

AN ACT, 

Declaring War bHween the United Kingdom of Great- Brt* 

. tain and Ireland^ and the dtpendenaes thereof and the 

United States of America^ and their Territories. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and House of Repre- 
seritatires of the United States of America, in Congress 
lAsembled, That WAR be, and the same is hereby declar- 
ed to exist, between the United Kingdom of Great-Britain 
and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, and the United 
States of America and their Territones : and that the Pre- 
sident of the United States be, and he is hereby authorised 
to use the whole land and naval force of the United States, 
to carry the same into effect, and to issue to private armed 
Tessels of the United States, commissions,, or letters of 
marque and general reprisal, m such form as he shall think 
proper, and under the ^epl of tlie United States, against the 
i^essels, goods, and effects of the government of the same. 
United Kingdom of Great-Britain and ireiand, and the sub^ 
jects thereof. 

Approved. JAMES MADISON. 

June 18, 1812. 

leas and Nays on the above Bill. 

IN THE S£NATfi. 

Yeas 19* —Nays 13, 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRiCSENTATIVBS* 

New'ffampshire — Yeas, Dinsmore, Hall, and Harper, 3 
f^NaySi Bartlett and SuUivani 2. 
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Massachusetts— YeaHf Server f Carr, Green, Richardson, 
Turner, and Widgery, 6~Nays, Q,umcy, Reed, Taggart, 
lE\y, Brighanu. White, Tallman, and Wheaton, 8. 

Mhode-Island — None — ^Nays, Pptter and Jackson, 2. 

Vermont — Yeas, Fisk, Shaw, abd Strong, 3 — Nays, 
Chittenden,!. 

Connecticut — None — Nays, Slurges, Davenport, M ose- 
ley. Champion, Tallmadge, Pitkin, and Law, 7. 

AW- For A-;- Yeas, Pond, Avery, and Sage, 3 — Nays, 
Bleecker,Emott, Cooke, Fitch, Gold, Sanrmoits, S^ow, Tra- 
cy, Van Corthndl, Mttchill^, and Metcalf, 11. 

New-Jersey — Yeas, Condit, and Morgan, a^ — Nays, * 
Boyd, Hofty, Maxwell, and Newbi^d, 4. 

Pennsylvania — Yeas, Seybert, Anderson, Brovvn, Ro-' 
berts, Findley,Smilie, Lyle, Whitehill, Bard, Davis, Le- 
fevre, Hyneman, Piper, Lacock, Ci^wford, and Smith, IQ 
— ^Nays, Mihior, and Rodman, 2. 

Delaware — None*— Nays, Ridgely, 1. 

Maryland — Yeas, Kent, Little, MKiui, Hin^gold, 
Brown, and Archer, 6— Nays, Key^ Gt)ldsborougb, «ti4 
Stuart, 3. 

Virginia — Yeas, Nelson, Ghokpn, Goodwyn, Newtcfn^^^ 
Taliaferro, Dawson, Ba^sett, Smith, Ilawes, Roane, 
M'Koy, Pleasants, Clopton, and Btirwell, 14 — Nays, Ran-* 
dolph, Lewis, Baker, Breckenridge, and Wilson, 6. 

1\ or th' Carolina — Yeas, Alston, Blacfcledge, Macon, 
King, Cochran, and Pickens, tJ— Nays, Pearson, M'Bryde,- 
atid Stanford, 8, / 

South^Caroiina—^ e^^y Williams, Gheves, Lowndes, 
Butler, Calhoun, Earle, Winn, and Moore, 8 — NayV, None. ' 

6reor(/ia— Yeas, Troup^ Bibb, and Hall, 3— Nays, None. * 

Kentucky— Ye?Ls, Johnson, Desha, New, M'Kee, and 
Ormsby, 6 — Nays, None. 

i eymej^ce^— Yeas, Rhea^ Grundy, and Sevier, 3~Nays, 

OAxo, Y< as. Morrow,! — Nays, None. 

Yeas, 98-^Nays 62— Majority 36. ' 

The Declaration of War, was announced the day after 
its passage, by the President's Proclamation, of which the 
following is a copy : — ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



HI£m)llY OF TRB* WAR. ^ 9^ 

BT THB ^fc810O(T OF THB 

UNITED STATES OP AMERICA. 
A PMOVLAMATJON. 

WHEREAS the Congress of the U. Stales, bv virtue 
of the constituted authority vested in them^liave declared 
by their act, bearing date the eighteenth day of the present 
month, that WAR exists between the United Kingdom of 
O. Britain and Ireland, and the dependencies thertof,- and 
the U. States of America, and their Territories r Now, 
therefore, I, JAMES MADISON, President of tlie U. 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the same to all 
whom it may concern ; and I do t^)eeially enjoin on all per- 
sons holding offices, civil or military, nnder the authority^ 
of the United States, that they be vigilant and zealous in^ 
discharging the duties respectively incident thereto : smd I 
do mweover exhort all the good people of the United 
States, as they love their country ; as they rajue the pre- 
vious heritage derived from the virtue and valor ot their 
fathers ; m they feel the wrbngs which have forced on them 
the last resort of injured nations; and as tbey consult tha 
best means, under the blessing of Divine Providence, of 
abridging' its calamilaes ; that they exert tbemsetves in 
preserving order, in promoting concord, in maintainiiig^ 
the authority and efficacy of the laws, and in supporting'^ 
and invigorating all the measures which may be adopted- 
by the constituted authorities, for obtaining a speedy, a 
just, and an honorable peace. 
In TfcSTiitfONy vthbkeof I have hereunto set my hand, 

and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed to 

these presents. 



^NE at the City of Washington, the nineteenth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, and of 
the Independence of the United States |he thirty sixth, 
feigned) 

JAMES MADISON. 
By the President, 

(Signed) JAMES MONROE, 

Secretary of State. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE FIRST PRISOP^R, 

Wag taken in Norfok, Virginia. ---A gentleman, by 
ibe name of WilkinsoUf arrived in that place abput the 
first of June, and put up at the. British ConsuVs. The 
citizens suspected him to be a British ofiicer, and accord- 
ingly kept an eye upon him. On the receipt of the De- 
claration of War, W ilkinson, as the mail boat was about 
to depart, was seen to liiake a precipitate retreat through 
the biick streetf which led from the Consul's to the wharf, 
where the boat lay, when he sprang on board, darted into 
the cabin, and in a tew seiionds was under way. It was 
known that a man of war was hovering on the coast, and 
his intention was to communicate the declaration of war to 
her. Boats, from the navy yard and fort Nelson, were 
iinmediately dispatched, which mcceeded in taking^ Wil- 
kinson. He proved to be a captain in the Royal Marines* 
THE FIRST PRIZE. 

Was the schooner Patriot, J.A.Brown, Master, froiA 
Guadaloupei bound to Halifax, with a valuable cargo of 
sugar, taken by the revenue cutter Jefferson^ Wm. HaiOf 
Master, and arrived at Norfdlk, June 26, 

MESSAGE, 
To the Sknate and Hmse 0f Representatives of tlt€ United 

States. 
I transmit, for the information of Congress^ copies of 
letters which have passed between the Secretary of St$^, 
aiid the Envoy Extraordinary and minister Pl^hipotenliary 
of Great*Britain. 

JAMES MADISON. ' 
June 15, 1812. 

Mr. Foster to Mr, Monroe. 

Washington, Jun^ 10, 1812. \ 
SIR-«-It has been extremely satisfactory to nie, to find . 
by your letter dated June 6lh| which I had the honor to re- 
ceive yesterday morning, that it was not the wish of Ihe' 
American government to close all further discussion reli^? 
live to the important questions at issue, between the two 
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eoHntriM. I beg yoa to be assured, sir, that it never wag 
my intentioay in alluding to my letters which bad remain^ 
ed without answer at ybur office, to use any expressioni 
which oottid, in the most remote manner, contain any thmg 
personal. I shal) ever be ready with pleasure to bear tes* 
timony to that frankness, ciandor, and good temper, which 
so eminently distinguish you, and have been acknowledged 
to belong to you, by all who have ever had the honor to 
discuss with you any question of public interest 

But, sir, although you were not backward in entering in* 
' to full explanations with me verbally, I could not but feel, 
particularly as I had just had communications to make to 
you of the greatest importance, that I had a right to expect 
from you a written reply to them ; and while I remember- 
ed that two of my former notes were still unanswered, the 
one written three months ago, containing ^mong other im<*> 
portant topics, a particular question which I was expressly 
instructed to put to you, as to whether you could point to 
any public act, on the part af the French government, by 
which they had really revoked their Decrees, and the other 
furnishing strong evidence of the continued existence of 
those very Decrees ^ also, when I perceived that my note, 
communicating the duke of Bassano^s report, which you 
knew was to l>e sent to you on the 1st inst, was not waited 
for, but that a message was transmitted by the Executive to 
Congress, which it seems contained a reference to an insa« 
lated passage in the despatch on which my note was found- 
ed, that if taken unconnected with what preceded or fol* 
lowed, it might be liable to misconstruction, I could not 
avoid apprehending that no means of further explanatioo 
might be led open to me. 

f beg you to be assured sir, that if I was embarrassed by 
your demands of an explanation as to what appeared to yon^ 
to be a difference between lord Castlereagh's despatch, com* 
muuicated to you, and my note, it arose from the novelty 
ot the demand, that seemed to involve, an informality of 
proceeding, in which I could not feel myself justified ia 
acquiescing. Had you, in making a reply to my commu-* 
liication, asked me now fur a repeal of the French Decrees 
was demanded by my government, and as to whether a spe^ 
cial repeal, as far as respected America, would be sufficient^ 
I should have had no hesitation in giving you every satis- 
faction. 
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^ Yeu'n^te^of the 6di iti^fit has, by^ihewirfg^thanhe dtftfr 
niras not absolutely skutto a ooatinlmnce of ovr discossimi^ 
relieved i»e from fmtlier diikuUy oti tbis point. .^ 

r* I haVe^Aobe^tatioti) »in iit saying that Great-Briteif), a^ 
the ease^ bits hilherti^ stood^ never did, nor nevei* eould en- 
gage, withotit the grossest iiijystroe to herself and h^r 
elties, OS well aa to other neutral ttations, to repeal her Or- 
ders as i&ctifig Aoiertca alone, leading them in force 
against other states, Upon condition ^that' France* woald e^^ 
cept, singly and specially. Ameriea, ti-om tl>e operation df^ 
ber Decrees. You'WiM recollect^ sir, that tlie Orders in 
Council are measures of defence, directed against the sy»*- 
t^m contained tn those Decrees j that it a6^ 'war of trade 
i^hich is canned on by France- j that what you ^U tlje 
Municipal regulations of Prance, have never been called 
miKiicipal by France hersc*f; but are* her mtifin eugiries* in 
that no?et and ffior«rtrou$ sy«teBfi« Itteahnot, theti,> be ex- 
pected that (^reati^ Britain sbottld i^eno^hce hvr effort' to 
throw back*upon France the evifci with which «h6 menaces 
CTeatiBritain, merely because France might seek to alle- 
viate herown situation by waving tHe exercise'of that' part 
ef her system which she cannot enforde. 

But, sir, to whiit piii*pose argue upon a ssdpposed da^e -; 
upon a state of things not likely tooccuri sirtce the late re- 
port and senatus cansultum which have been "^ published to 
the world, as it w^re, insultingly in the face o^ those who 
would contend that any repeal whatever had tslken pla^e, 
of the Decrees in question. » 

- You draw a comparison betwedli the mode in which this 
mslrument has appeared, and that w4iich you call the^lngh 
evidence of the ref>eal as slated in Mr. Gl)innf>agny's hole : 
and it would almost seem as if you considered the latter as 
the ihost authentic of the two ; but, sir, yOu cannot seriously 
contend that the duke of BafiSano's report, with the sfeimttis 
consulthuf accompanying* \f^ published in the official paper 
at Paris, is hot a very different instrument from the above 
letter, oflfering a mere provisional lepeal of the Decrees, 
Upon cohdition^l utterly inadmissible : conditions too, which 
Really formed of themselves a qncsHen of paramount im-^ 
portance. 

The condition then demanded, and which ^as brought 
ft>rward so unexpectodly* was a repeal of the blockade of 
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May, 1906, whith Mr. Pinkney, in the letter you hare re- 
i^<^red lue to, declared to have been required by America as 
ihdispensat>Ieln the view of her acts of intercourse and non* 
intercourse; as well as a repeal of other blockades of a sim* 
ilar character, whiih were maintained by G. Britain, to be 
founded on strict maritime rights. 

' The conditions now annexed to the French demand are 
liioch more-extensttve, and asIkaveshewo,iAclnde9asur^ 
render of many otiier of the most established princi{)les of 
the publie law of nations. 

I cannot, I confess, see upon what ground you conteml 
that the report of the duke of Bassano, affords no proof 
against any partial repeal of the Ft^nch Decrees. The 
inrinciplesi' advanced in that report are general y there ifc 
no excefAion made in fkvor of America, and in the corre»- 
pondence of Mr. Barlow, as officially published, be seemli 
to allow that be had no explanation respecting it How 
can it; therefore, be eonsid^ed in- any other licht than as a 
republication of the Decrees themselves ? whitm, as it were 
to take aWay all ground for any doubt, expressly advances 
a doctrine that can only be pot in practice on the hig^ seas, 
namely, 'that free ships shall make free goods,* siuc6 the 
application of such a principle to vessels in port is absolute- 
ly rejected under his continental system. 

It is,' indeed, impossible to see how, under such circuflfN 
'Stances, America can call upon O. Britain to revoke her 
.Orders in Council. It is impossible that she can revoke 
them at this moment, in common justice to herself and to 
her allies ; but^ sir, while under the necessity ofconlinu- 
ing^ them, she wHI he ready to manage their exercise, so as 
to alleviate as much as possible, the pressure npon America; 
and it would give me great pleasure to confer with you, at 
any time, upon the most advisable manner of producing 
that ^ect. I have the honor to be, 8cc. 

AUGUSTCS J. POSTER. 

• Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 

D£PARTMt2KT OF StATE, JunC 13,1812. 

SIR — I am not aware that any letter of yours, on any 
subject, on which the final decision of this government -had 
not been communicated to you, has been suffered to remain 
without a prompt and written answer ; and even in thsa. 

13 
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pBses tlius supposed to have been settled, which you thoogfat 
proper to revive, although no favorable change had taken 
place in the policy or measures of your governmentr I have 
n^ver failed to explain to you infortually, in early inter- 
views, tlie treasons which made it imperiously the duty of 
the U. States to continue to aiibrd, to their rights and inter- 
ests, all the protection in their power. The acknowledg- 
ment of this on your part, was due to the frankness of the 
communications which have passed between us on the high- 
ly impoi'tant subjects on which we have treated, and I am 
mippy to find by your letter of the 10th inst* that mi relying^ 
on ii, I have not been disappointed. 

The impropriety of the demand made by your govcrn- 
foent of a copy of the instrument of instructions given by' 
the French government to its cruizers, after the repeal of 
the Berlin and IMilan Decrees, was sufficiently shown in* 
Mr. Pinkney's letter to the Marquis of Wellesley of the* 
10th of December, 1810, and in my letters to you of the 
23d July 1811, and 14lh Jantmry last It was foi* this rea- 
spn that I thought it more suitable to referyou to those letters,' 
for the answer to that demand, than to repeat it in a formal 
communication. 

It excites, however no small surprise, that you should 
continue to demand a copy of that instrument, or any new 
proof of tbte repeal of the Frenc6 Decrees, at the very time 
that you declare that the proof which you demand, m the 
extent to which we have a right to ckim the repeal, would 
not, if afforded, obtain a corresponding repeat of the Orders 
in Council. This demand is the more extrtaordinary, when 
it is considered, that since the repeal of the Decrees, as it' 
respects the U. States, was announced, your government 
has enlarged its pretensions, as to the conditions on which 
the Orders in Council should be repealed^ and even invigor* 
ated its practice under them. 

It is satisfactiny to find that there hashed no misapprehen- 
sion of the condition* without which your government refu- 
ses to repeal the Orders in Council. You admit that to 
obtain their repeal, in respect to the U. StateSf the repeal of 
the French Pierces must be absolute an4 unconditional; 
not as to the ,U. States only, but to all other neutral nations ; 
nor as far. as they affect neutral commerce only, but ais they 
operate internally and affect the trade in Briti^di manufao^ 
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tures with the enefnies of G. Britain. As die Orders in 
Council have formed a principal cause of the difierences 
wUich unhappily exist between our cquntries, a condition 
of their repeal, commnnicated in any authentic document mr 
manner, was entitled to particular altentipu ; tod surely 
none could have so high a. claim to it, as the letter from 
li5rd Castl^reagb to you, submitted by his authority to my 
\iew, for the express purpose of making that ciHHJIition, 
with its other contents, known to this government 

With this knowledge of the dett^rmination of your gov- 
ernment, to say nothing of the other condition/i annexed to 
the repeal of the Orders in Council, it is impossible for me 
to devise or conceive any arrangement consistent with the 
honor, the rights and interests of the U. States, that cbuld 
be made the basis or become the result of a conference on 
the subject. As the President nevertheless retains Jiis soli- 
citude to see a happy termination of any differefices be- 
tween the two countries, and wishes that every oppofttiniU, 
howev^jinpromising, which may possibly lead to it, trfioufd 
be ta]^ei| advantage of, I have the honor to inform yon (hat 
I. am ready to receive and pay doe attention to any com* 
municatibn or propositions, having the object in viei^A^htch 
you may be authorised to make. 

Under existing circumstances, it is deemed I908t advisar 
ble, in every respect, that this should be done in writing, 
asmost susceptible of the requisite precision, and least liable 
to mis^prehension. Allow me. to add, that^ it is equally 
desirable tiiat it should be done without delay. By this it is 
not meant to preclude any additional opportunity which 
may beaifordea by a personal interview. I h^e the honor 
to be, &c. JAMES MONROE. 

Air. Foster to Mr. l^Tomve. 

Washington, June 14, 181*, 
SIR — I have^the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 19th. instant. 

-It is really qui|e painful to me to perceiye, that notwith« 
standing the length of the discussions which h&ve taken 
place between us, mrsapprehensions have again arisen res- 
pecting som^ of the most important features in the questions 
at issue between our two countries ; which misapprehen- 
sions, perhaps, proceeding from my not expressing myself 
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sufficientlf clear in my note of the lOlb iosl. io ndation to 
one of tbo9e questions^ it is absolutely necessary should be 
done away. 

. ,tbe^ leave as^ain to slate to y w» sir* that it is jiotth^ 
operatioa of the French .Oecraes upon the British trade will) 
the enemies of:G. Brilaiuf that h^sever forced a subject of 
cliscufsion between us, -and that it is the operation of those 
Decrees qpon O. Britain, through neutral commerce ouly^ 
which has .really been the .point at issue. Had America 
, resisted the effect of those Dea^ees in their fuU extent upon 
' her neutral rights we should never have had a difference 
' upon the subject ; but while French cruizers continue to 
capture her ships under their operation, she seems to have 
been satined if those ships were released by special impe^ 
rial mandates, is^iied as the occasion, arose , and she has 
chosep to call municipal an unexampled assumption of ao* 
thoriJty by France, in countries not under French jurisdic- 
tion, and expressly invaded for the purpose of preventing 
their trade, wi^i England, on principles directly applicable 
to, if .they cpwldbe enforced against America, 

I beg yuu to recollect, sir, that if oo revelation bad beeii 
made of tlie Orders in Council, ujM^n any xepeal of th4 
French Decrees, as hitherto shown by Aaierica to hav^ 
taken pls^ce, it has npt been the &nlt of his majesty's ^v- 
ernment. It was France, and afterwards Auieqca, thai 
connected the question 4*elative to the right of blockade with 
that arising o^t of the Orders in Qoimcik. You ^well kpow 
that if thes(^ two que^tipns |iad not been united together, (be 
Orders, in C9uncil wpuld have been, in 18,10, revftkedt 
How could it be expected that G.^ Britain, in commoa jus;^ 
tice to other neutral ns^ions, to her allies, and to herself, 
should not contend for a tkU ^od al^olute repeal of the 
French Decrees, ^r should engage to make any particular 
coocessioa in favor of America, M^hen she saw that Avie- 
rica would not renoui^ce her demand: for a ^u^rronder with 
the Ordecs in Council of some of pur i&oft iiuppf^f^ t^^u^tr 
time rig;h^. i . . .. / 

Even t9 this^day, sir, yoi) l)ave npt explicitly stated in 
aiiy ofthci^^era to which you refer mp that tjbe iVov^f >f?t) 
government wpujd expressly, renounce asking fof* f| revoqa*:^ 
tion^of the blockade of May, 1806, and the other blockade 
alluded to in Mr* Pinkney's letter ; much .iess have I beep 
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able^o; obtatafrom you any diigclaiiner of the rtgiits asserted 
by Fr;iU)oe to impose n|Km the world the new maritkiMtcode 
nronialgated j[)> France in the late repubUcationA)f ber 
Ueci^sralthotigh 4 have, by order of my &^veniine«itv et* 
pi*es<»ly stated their expectation of such disclaimer^ aiid^r^ 
peat<^ly jcalled for an explanation on this point. 

1 will now say that 1 feel entirely auihoriied to iMure 
you that if yon can, at any time, produce a full* c|nd onoon- 
ditiomilirepedl of the French DtKrrees, as voo have a rig'hl 
to demand it in your character of a neutral nation, and llaft 
it be disengaged from Yiny connection with the qoestion 
oo^cerntiig oar maritime rights we sli^U be ready to meet 
you with a revocation of tlie Orderi^ in Council. Previous 
to your producing such an instrament, which I am sorry to 
l^yoa regard as unnecessary, you camtet expect of ns to 
give up QUif Orders in Couik^. 

' In reference to the concluding paragraph o( your.tetter 
in aniwei^jto'ttot inmioo'of the 10th inst. I will only say, 
that I am extremely sorry to find you think it imposmble.to 
devise or conceive any arrangement consistent with the 
honor, rights^ and interests^ of the U» States, which might 
tend Id alleviate the pressure of the Orders in Council' on 
^e iUMnmerce of Aitierica. It wcrald have given me great 
satfi^aGtiofi if "we cotild have fallen upon some^agi^ement 
(bat Qdight hi|ve bfl|d sticfa effect. My gorernmenl, vhdfe 
onder tbe'imperious necessity of reiufiting France with bet 
cwtfi tveapoti% most' eurnestly desires that the interest o( 
America jmav soffit as little as possible from the inciden- 
tal effect of the confl«et. They iu« dware that tbeir ret^U 
iatory ineasures btve forced the ruler of France to yield in 
vftome degree fron(i bis boiAile Decrees, and whether it were 
liiore advis|J»le to push those measares rigorously, on until 
tb^yoomplete the breaking of it up altogether, (the main 
o^eqt o< out retaliatory system) or to tak^ advimlage of the 
partial and progressive retraction^ of it, produced by the ne-? 
eesnties of tl^ enemy, has been a question with his majesty's 
government* It is one on which they would have been 
most desiipoiis tOi contiMt the interest of America. Un«ler 
eiustiBg circumstances; howevt^r, and from our kte com^ 
munications,! have not. felt encouraged to make you any 
larrUt^ proposal arising out of this state of things ; I idiall, 

tbei*efore, merely again express to yo«» that as tine omeet of 
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G« Britain )ias been throughout to endeavor, while forced, 
hi behalf of her most important rights and interest to reta* 
Itate upon the French Decrees, to combine that retaliation 
with the greatest possible degree of attention to the interest 
af Americai it would give his majesty's government the 
most sincere satisfaction if some arrangement could be found 
which would have so desirable an effect 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

AUGUSTUS X FOSTER. 

MESSAGE, 
i^To the Senate and House of Representatives office Uy Stales. 

I commiinicate to (Congress copies of a letter to the Se-> 
cretary of Sts|te, from the charge d^affairs of the U. States at 
London, and of a note to him from the British Secretary 
for foreign affairs. 

JAMES MAWSON^ 

June 22, 1812. 

Mr. Russell to the Secretary of State. 

LoNBON, May 2, 1812. 

SIR — ^After closing theduplieatd of my letter to you of 
the 26th ult. J discovered the copy of the note of lord Cas- 
tlereagh to me of the 21st ult. had been left out by mistake. 
I take the liberty of now handing it to you. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 
[Enclosed in the above.] 

The undersigned, his majesty's prineipal Secretary rf 
State for foreign afikirs, is commanded by his royal high* 
nes0, the prince regent, to transmit to Mr. Russell^ charge 
d'afiairs of the government of the U. States of America, .- 
the enclosed copy of a Declaration accompanying an Orfler 
in Council which has beea this day passed by bis royal 
highness, the prince regent in Council. 

The undersigned is commanded by the prince regent to 
request that Mr. Russell, in making this communication to 
his government, will represent this measure as conceived 
in the true spirit of conciliation, and with a due regard, on 
the part of bis royal highness, to (he honor and interest of 
the U. States ; and the undersigned ventures to express 
his confident hope, that this decisive proof of the amicable 
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sentiments vih\^h animate the counciU of his ^ royal bighr. 
ness towards America, may accelerate the return of amity, 
and matual confidence between Gr^at-Britain and the, 
United States. 

The undersigned availshimself of this opportunity to re- 
peat to Mr. Russell the assurances of his high consideration. 

CASTLEREAGH. 

Foreim Office, April 2 1 , 1812. 

ORDER m COUNCIL. 

At the Court at Oarlton-House, the 21st day of April, 
1812, present his royal highness the prince regent in 
Cooncil. 

Whereas the government of Prance has, by an official 
report, communicated by its minister of foreign ^ affairs to 
the conservative Senate, on the 10th of March last, remov- 
ed all doubts as to the perseverence of that government in. 
the assertion of principles, and in the maintainanqe of a^ 
systeni, not raiore hostile to the maritime rights and com- 
mercial interest of the British empire, than incoi^istent with 
the rights and independence ot neutral nations, and has 
thereby plainly developed the inordinate pretentions which 
that sjstem, as promulgated in the Decrees of Berlin ancV 
Milan, was from the first designed to enforce. 

•And whereas his majesty nas invariably professed hi* 
readiness to revoke the Orders in Council adopted there-. 
upon, as soon as the said Decrees of the enemy should be 
formally and unconditionally repealed, and the commer ce 
of neutral nations restored to its accustomed course : 

His royal highness the prince regeiU (anxious to give.tlie 
most decisive proof of his royal highness' disposition to, 
peribrm the engagements of his majesty's government) is 
pleased, in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, and 
by and with the advice of his majesty's privy Council, io^ 
order and declare, audit is hereby ordered and, declarcd^^ 
Hiattf, at any time hereafter, the Berlin and Milan Decrees 
shall by some authentic act of the French government, pub- 
Kefy promulgated, be absolutely and unconditionally re-, 
pealed, then, and from thenceforth, the Order in Council of 
the 7th day of January, 1807, and the Ordpr in Couo<:il o£ 
th^26thday of April, 180^, shall, without any further or- 
d^r,be, and* the same are hereby declared from thenceforth 
tobewhollvand absolutely revoked ; and farther, that the 
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full benefit of this order shalY be extended to any ship or 
CB!rgo captured subsequent to such authentic act of repeal 
of the French Decrees, although antecedent to such repeal 
such ship or vessel shall have coinnienced and shall have ' 
been in the prosecution of a voyage, which, under the said 
Orders in Council, or one of them, would have subjected. 
ber to capture and condemnation ; and the claimant of any 
ship or cargo which shall be captured or brbuprhl to adjudi- 
cation, on account of any iaileged breach of either of the 
said Orders in Council, at any time subsequent to such au- 
tbeotic act of repeal by the French governnaent, shall with- 
out any further Order or Declai-ation on the part of his' 
majesty's government on this subject, be at liberty to give 
in evidence iu the high Courts of Admiralty, or any Court 
of Vice-Admiraltv, l>efore which such ship or cargo shall 
be brought for adjudication, that such repeal by the French 
government had been, by such authentic act, promulgated 
prior to such capture ; and upon proof thereof, the voyage 
sh'dil be deemed aiid taken to have been as lawful as if the 
said Orders in Councd had never been made : saving, nev- 
ertheless, to the captors, such protection and indemnity as 
tfiey may be equitably entitled to in the judgment of the 
said Court, by reason of their ignorance, of uncertainty as to 
the rfepe^ of tlie French Decrees, or of the recognition of 
such repeal by his majesty's government at the time of such 
capture. 

Hts roys^I highness, however deems it proper to declare, 
that should the repeal ol the French Decrees, thus anticipat- 
ed and provided for, prove afterwards to have been illusory 
on thepartefthe eaemy ; and should the restrictions there- 
of be still pmctically enforced, or revived by the enemy; 
G. Britain will be compelled, however reluctantly, after 
reasonable notice, to have recourse to such measures of re- 
taliation as may then appear to be just and necessary. 

And the Right jEIonorable the lords commissloneis of 
his Mfyesty*s treasury, his Majesty's principal Secretaries 
of state, the lords Commissioners of the Admi^alty, and 
the Judges of the high Court of Admiralty, and the Judges 
of the Courts of Vice- Admiralty, are to take the necessary- 
measures therein as to them shall respectively appertain. 

CHETWYND. 
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^ , Mr. Kussell to Lord Castlereagh. 

' ' ., iVIy. Lord — I ha,ve the honor to acknowledg'e the receipt 
^i U)e note which your lordship addressed to me on the 21st 
of this^nonth, enclosinjj, by coumiand of his royal highness, 
tiiQ. prince regent, a copy of a declaration accompanying an 
Order in Council which had this day been passed. 

it would ail'ord me the highest satisfaction, in communi- 
cating that declaration and order to my government, to 
have .represented them, as conceived in the tl'ue spirit of 
CQpciliation and with a due regard to the hono^ and inter- 
ests joi the U. Stales. I regret, however, that so far from 
perceiving in them any evidence of the amicable sentiments 
jiyliicb are professed to animate the councils of his royal 
highness, I ani compelled to consider them as an uuequi- 
vocal proof of the determination of his B; iiannic majesty's 
government to adhere to a system, which, both as to prin- 
ciple and fact, originated, and has been continued in eiror^ , 
and against which, the government of tlie U. States, sa 
long as it respects itself and the essential rights of the na- 
tion over which it is placed, cannot cease to contend. * 
^^ ,,The U. States have never considered it their duty to en- 
quire, nor dp they [)retend to decide, whether England ov 
France was guilty, in relation to the other, of the first viola- 
tion of the public law of nations; but they do cansi<ier it 
their most imperious duty to protect themselves from the 
unjust operation of the unprecedented measure of retaliia- 
tion professed by both powers to be founded on such vioia- 
tiSi^. In this operation, by whichever party directed, the 
UT States have never, for a moment, acquiesced, nor by the 
slightest indication ofsuch acquiescence, afforded a pretext, 
for extending to them the evils, by which Englatul and 
f^rance affect to retaliate on each other. They have la no in- 
stance departed from theobservance of that strict impartiality 
which their peaceful position required, and which ought 
to have secured to them the unmolested enjoyment of their 
neutrality. To their astonishment, however, they j)erceiv- 
ed that both these belligerent powers, under the prfetftnce 
of annoying each other, adopted and put in pi'actice new 
principles of retaliation, involving the destruction of those 
commercial and maritime rights which the IT. States ife- 
gard as essential and inseperablc attributes of their inde- 
pendenrc. Although alive to all the injury and injustice of 

11 
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this system, the American government resorted to no ireis* 
ures to oppose it, which were not of the aiost pacific aic* iiu- 
jpartial character in relation to both the aggressors. lis re- 
monstraticesy its restrictions ofcoainiercial intercoui>se,aod 
its overlurts for accommodation, were eqaally addressed to 
England and France : and if there is now an inequality in 
the relations of the U. Stales with these connlries, it Van 
only be ascribed to England herself^ w ho rejected the terms 
proffered to both, while France acce^ ted them, aud who 
continues to execute her retahatory Edicts on thr high stas, 
while those of France have here ceased to operate. 

It G. Britain could not be persuaded by co siderations 
of universal equality, to retrain from adopting- ony Viue of 
conduct, however unjusi, for which she might discover a 
precedent in the conduct of her enemy, or to abandon an 
attempt of remotely and uncertainly annoying that enemy 
through the immediate and sure destruction of the vital in- 
terest of a neutral and unoffending state, yet it was confi- 
dently expected that she would be willing to follow that 
enemy also in his return towards justice, and, from a res- 
pect to her own declarations to proceed j»an passu with him 
in the revocation of the offending Edicts. Tl^is just expec- 
tation has, however, been disappointed, and an exemption 
of the flag of the U. States from the operation of the Berlin 
and Mdan Decrees, has produced no corresponding modi- 
fication of the British Orders in Council. On the contrary, 
he fact of such exemption on the part of France, a})pears, 
by the declaration and Order in Council of the British go- 
vernmeuton the 21st of this month, to be denied, and the en- 
gagements of the latter, to proceed, step by step, with its 
enemy, in the work of repeal and relaxation, to be disown- 
ed or di-regarded. 

That France has repealed her Decrees so far as they re- 
spected the U.States, has been established by declaratious 
and tacts, satisfactory to them, and which it was presumed 
should have been equally satisfactory to the British govern- 
ment. A formal and authentic declaration of the French 
government communicated to the minister plenipotentiary 
of the U. States at Paris, on the 5lh of August, 1810, an- 
nounced that the Decrees of Berlin and Milin were revoked, 
and should cease to operate on the 1st of the succeeding 
November^ provided that a condition presented to Eog- 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF THE WAR. 107 

land, or anolher condition jyresented to theU, Slates skould 
be performed. The condition presented to the U. States 
was perfornaed, and tJieir performance rendered absolute 
the repeal of the Decrees. So far, therefore, from this re* 
peal de()ending upon a condition in which G. Bntajn could 
not acquiesce, it became absolute, independent of any act 
ofG. Britain, the moment the act proposed for the perform- 
ance of the U. States was accomplished. Such was the 
construction given to this measure by the U. States from 
the first ; and that it was a correct one has been sufficiently 
evinced by the subsequent practice. 

Several instances of the acquittal of American vessels and 
carg-oes, to which the Decrees would have attached, if still 
in force against the U. States, have from time to time, l)een 
presented to his Britannic majesty's government. That 
these cases have been few, is to be ascribed to the few cap- 
tures, in consequence of this repeal, made by French cruiz- 
ers ; and should no other such case occur, it would be ow- 
ing to the efficacy of this repeal, and to the exact observ- 
ance of jt, even by the most wanton and irregular of tliose 
cruizers. 

From the 1st of November, 1810, to the 29th of January 
of the present year, as appears by a note which 1 had the 
honor to address to the predecessor of your lordship, on the 
8tb of February last, the Berlin and Milan Decrees bad not 
been applied to American properly, nor have I heard that 
such application has since been made. 

But against the authentic act of the French government 
of the 5th August, 1810, and the subsequent conduct ot the 
government, mutually explaining each other, and conform^ 
ing the construction adopted by the U. States, a re port said 
to be communicated by the French minister of Foreign af- 
fairs to the conservate senate, is opposed. Without preten- 
ding to doubt the genuineness of that report^ although it 
has reached this country only in a newspaper, yet it is to be 
lamcdtedthat as much form and evidence of authenticity 
have not been required, in an act considered as furnishing 
cause for the continuance of the Orders in Council, as an 
act which by the very terms of these Orders challenge 
their revocation. — ^The act of the &th of August, 1816, 
emanating from the sovereign of France, officially commu 
nicated to the British government, and satisfactorily expound 
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ed and eisplained by the practical communis of more Ihau 
eighteen months, is denied to aflbrd convincing evidence 
of the repeal of the French Decrees^ while full proof of 
their continuance is inferred from a report, which^ from its 
very nature, must contain the mere opinions and specula- 
tions, of a subject which is destitute of all authority until act- 
ed upon by the body to which it was presented, which has 
found its way Either in no more authentic shape than the 
colum^^s of the Moniteur, and fi)r the proper understand- 
ing of which not a moment has been allowed. — But eveu 
were the cause thus assigned to tlie report just, it is still dif- 
ficult to discover what inference can be fairly deduced from 
it incompatible with the previous declarations and conduct 
of the French government exempting the United States 
from the operation of its Decrees. The very exception in 
that report with regard to nations who do not suffer their 
jBag to be denatumalizedf was undoubtedly made with re- 
fer* nee to the U. States, and with a view to reconcile the 
general tenor of that report with the good faith with which 
it became France to observe the conventional repeal of those 
Decrees in their favor. However novel may be the terms 
employed, or whatever may be their precise meaning, they 
ouglitto be interpreted to accord with the engagements of 
tht French government, and with justice and good faith. 

Your lordship w ill, 1 doubt not, the more readily ac- 
knowledge the propriety of considering the report in this 
light, by a reference to similar reports made to the same 
conservative sei.ate, on the 13th of Dec. 1810, by the dnke 
of Gadore (the predecessor of the present French minister 
of exterior relations) and by the count de Siraonvilie. In 
these reports they say to the emperor, (which proves that 
•such reports are not to be considered as dictated by him) 
* Sire, as long as England shall persist m her Orders in 
Council, so long your majesty will persist in your Decrees,' 
and * the Decrees of Berlui ai.d Milan are an answer to 
the Orders n Council. The British Cabinet, has, thus to 
s|<eak, dictated them to France. Europe receives them 
for her code, and this code shall become the palladium of 
the liberty ot the seas ' Surely, this hmguage is as strong 
as that ofthe report of the lOth of March, and still more 
absolute ; .or there is mo quahtication in it in favor of any 
nation 5 this language has both, by an explanation ofthe 
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ddke of'Gadore to toe at the sometime, and by the uniform 
conduct of the French government since, been reconciled i 
with the repeal of these Decrees, so far as they concerned 
the U. States. 

' Had the French Decrees originally afforded an adequate, 
foundation for the British Orders in Council, and been con-, 
tinued after these reports, in full force, and extent, surely, 
during a period in which above a hundred American ves- 
sels and their cargoes have fallen a prey to these Orders, 
some one solitary instance of capture and confiscation must 
have hap]jeued under those Decree*. That no such in- 
stance has happened incontrovertilily proves, either that 
those Decrees are of themselves harmless, or that they have 
been repealed ; and in either case they can afford no right- 
ful plea or pretext for G. Britain, for these measures of pre- 
tended retaliation, whose sole effect is to lay waste the neu- 
tral commerce of America. 

With tlie remnant of those Decrees, which is still in 
force, and which consists of municipal regulations, confined 
in their operation within tlie proper and undeniable juris- 
diction of the Slates where they are executed, the U. States 
have no concern ; nor do they acknowledge themselves to 
be under any political obligation, either to examine into the 
ends proposed to be attained by this surviving portion of 
the continental system, or to oppose their accomplishment. 
Whatever may be intended to be done in regard to other 
nations b^ this system, cannot be imputed to the U* States, 
nor are they to be made responsible, while they religiously 
observe the obligations of their neutrality for the mode in 
which belligerent nations may choose to exercise their pow- 
er, for the injury of each other. When, however, these na^- 
tions exceed the just limits of their power by the invasion 
of the rights of peaceful states on the ocean which is sub- 
ject to the common and equal jurisdiction of all nations, 
the U. States cannot remain indifferent, and by quietly con- 
senting to yield up their share of this jurisdiction, abandon 
their maritime rights. — France has- respected these rights 
bj the discontinuance of her EdicJls on the high seas, 
leaving no part of these Edicts in operation to the injury of 
the U. States; and of course, no part in which they can be 
supposed to acquiesce, or against which they can be re- 
quireil to contend. They ask G. Britain, by a like respect 
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for their rights, to exempt them from the operation of ha: 
Orders m Council. Should such exemption involve the 
total practical extinction of these Orders, it will only prove 
that they were exclusively applied to the commerce of the 
XT. Stales, and that they had not a single feature of resem- 
blance to liie Decrees, against waich they are professed to 
retaliate. 

It is with patience and confidence that the United States 
have expected this exemption, and to which they believed 
themselves entitled, by all those considerations of right and 
promise, which I have freely stated to your lordship. With 
what disappointment, therefore, must they leara that G. 
Britain, in professing to do away their disaffection, explicit- 
ly avows her intention to persevere in her Orders in Coun- 
cil, until some authentic act hereafter to be promulgated by 
the French governriaent, shall declare the Berlin and Milaa 
Decrees are expressly and unconditionally repealed. Ta 
obtain such an act, can the United States interfere? Would 
such an interference be compatible either with a sense of 
justice, or with what is due to their own dignity ? Can they 
|>e expected to falsily their repeated declarations of their 
iatisfaetion with the act of the 5th of August, I8J0, con^ 
^rmed by abtindatif evidence of its subsequent observance, 
and by now affecting to do^bt of the sufficiency of that act, 
^o demand anbther, which in its form, its mode of publican 
ilon, and its import, shall accord with the requisitions of G. 
Britain ? And can it be supposed that the French govern- 
ment would listen to such a proposal made under such cir- 
^curiistances, and with such a view ? 

While, theretbre, I can perceive no reason, in th^ report 
of the French mini|pter, of the lOth of March, to believe that 
the U. States erroneously assumed the repeal of the French 
Decrees, to be complete in relation to them ; while aware 
that the conditiQn of which the Orders in Council is now 
distinctly made to depend, is the total repeal of both the 
Berlin and Milan Decrees, instead as formerly of the Berlin 
Di^cree only ; and while J feel that to ask thne performance 
of this condition from others, inconsistent with the honor of 
the U. States, and to perform ijt themselves beyond their 
power; your lordship will permit me frankly to avow that 
I cannot acconipany the communication to my government, 
of the declaration and Order in Council of Uie 21st of this 
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months with any felicitation on the prospect which this.med- 
^ure presents of an accelerated return of umity and mulU4»l 
confidence between the two states. 

It i^ with real; pain that I make to your lordship this a* 
vowal, slnd I will sieek still to confide in the spirit which 
your lordship in your note» and in the conversation of this 
morning, has been pleased to say actuates the councils of 
his royal highness in relation to America, and still to cher* 
ish a hope that the spirit will lead, upon a revie>^ of the 
whole ground, to measures of a nature better calculated to 
attain this object, and that this object will no longer be made 
to depend on the conduct of a third power, or contingencies 
over which the U. States have no controul, but alone upon 
the rights' of the U. States, the justice of G. Britain, and 
the common interests of both. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 

Previous to the Declaration of War, (Jen. Hull, with 
about two ihousaud men, was ordered to proceed to De- 
troit.— The arniy arrived at the head of Lake Erie, about 
the time war was declared ; and several oificers, and la- 
dies, with the baggage of the General Officers, proceeded 
do^yn the Lake for JDetroit, in a gun vessel. The British 
received the news of the war before Gen, Hull, and sent a 
brig in pursuit of his baggage, which succeeded in captur- 
ing the vessel, and earned her into Malden.-^The British 
commander sent the ladies over to Detroit, in a flag of truce, 
which .was the first intelligence they had received of the 
war. 

Gen. Hull, after concentrating his forces, at Detroit, 
crossed over the river to Sandwich, and issued (be follow- 
ing sinffular and extraordinary Proclamation. 

BY WILLIAM HULL, 

Brigadier General and Commander of the North Western 
Army of the United States : 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Inhabitants of Canada ! 

After thirty years of peace and prosperity, the tJ. States 
have been dtiven to arms. The injuries and aggression^, 
the insults and indignities of G. Britain haye once more left 
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them no alternative but manly resistance, or uneohditionai 
submission. . The army under my command hasi invaded 
your country 3 the standard of the Union now waves over 
the territory ot Can.^da. To the peaceable unoffending inr 
habitant, it brittgs neither danger nor difficulty. I come to 
find enemies, not to make them. I come to protect, lUA to 
injure you. ^ 

Separated by an immense ocean and an extensive wil- 
derness from G. Britain, yon have no participation in her 
couricits; no mterest in her conduct. You have felt her ty^ 
rauny ; you have seen her injustice. But I do not ask you 
to avenge the one, or to redress the other. The IJ; States 
are sufficiently powerful to aff4>rd every security, con^isterrt 
with their rights and your expectations* 1 tender you the 
invaluable blessing of civil, political, and religious liberty, 
and their necessary result, individual and general prosperi- 
ty ; that liberty which gave decision to our councils, and 
lenergy to our conduct in a struggle for independence, 
which conducted us safely and triumphantly through the^ 
stormy period of the revolution — that liberty which has rais- 
ed us to an elevated rank among the nations of the world ; 
and which afforded us a greater measure of peace and se- 
curity, of wealth and improvement, than ever fell to the lot 
of any people. In the name of my country, and the au- 
thority of government, I promise you protection to your 
persons, property, and rights ; remain atyour homes ; pursue 
your peaceful and customary avocations ; raise not your 
hands against your brethren. Many of your fathers fought 
for the freedom and independence we now enjoy* Bemg 
children therefore of the same family with us, and heirs to 
the same heritage, the arrival of ah army of friends must 
be hailed by you with a cordial welcome. —You will be 
emancipated from tyranny and oppression, and restored to 
the dignified station of freedom. Had I any doubt of 
eventual success, I might ask your assistance, but I do not. 
I come prepared for every contingency — I have a foiee 
which will break do^n all opposition, and that force is but 
the van-guard of a much greater.-^If, contrary to your own 
interest and the just expectations of my country, you should 
take part in the approiching contest, you will be consider- 
ed and treated as enemies, and the horrors and calamities^ 
of war will stalk before j*t)u. If the barbarous andsaVage 
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jpfoVtcy of G.Britain be pursued^ and the ravages are let 
iooe to oiarder our citizens and butcher oar women and 
children, this war Will be a war vj extermination. The 
lirst stroke of the tomahawk — the-4irst attempt with the 
Malping knife, will be the signal of one indiscriminate 
scene oF desolation. No white man found fighting b\ the 
side of an Indian will be taken prisoner — instant death will 
be his lot If the dictates of reason, duty, justice, and hu- 
manity, . cannot prevent the employment of a force which 
Respects no rights, and knows no wrong, it will be prevent- 
ed by a severe and relentless system of retaliation. I doubt 
not your courage and firmness — I w.ll not doubt your at- 
tachment to liberty. If you tender your services volunta- 
rily, they will be accepted readily. The Q. States offer 
you peace, liberty^ and security. Your choice lies between 
these and war, slavery and destruction. — Choose then ; but 
.choose wisely ; and may He who knows the justice of out* 
cause, and who holds in his hand the fate of nations, guide 
you to a result the most compatible with your rights and 
interests, your peace and happiness. 
By the General, 

A. P. HULL, 
Captain of the ISth United States^ regiment of Infantry, 

and Aid-de-camp. 
Head-quarters^ Satidwichf July 12, 1812. 

WILLIAM HULL. 

On the 10th of July, Colonels Cass and Miller, attempt* 
ed to surprise a British post, ^00 strong, at a bridge about 
five miles from Maiden. — They were discovered by the 
British, and after a slight skirmish, the enemy retreated, 
leaving eleven men killed and wounded, on the field ; our 
troops returned to head-quarters, at Sandwich, and the 
British re-posted themselves again, at the bridge. On the 
19th and 24th there was considerable skirmishing, with 
trilling success, on either side — our loss was six men killed 
and wounded — the British and Indians, lost sixteen killed^ 
and several wounded. 

Soon after General Hull had crossed from Detroit, into 

Canada, and had issued his Proclamation, the greater part 

^ of the militia of the neighboring Gountry gave tbemselv^ 

15 



Digitized by 



Google 



lift HISTOUT OF«TIUB WAR* 

tip to. hifl protection^ or returned home peaceably, resoTvinjf 
to stand neutral, in the conlest.— Lvirge bodies of the sav- 
age tribes oflered their services to Gen. HuH, previous to 
his leaving" Detroit, but he informed thena that he was n^t 
auihorised to accept Ihem, and wished them, to remain si- 
lent spectators, and not engage on either side ;. but this 
was not their choice — they immediately crossed over to 
Makleo, where they were j^ccepted, and put into service by 
the British ; which circumstance contributed largely la-^ 
overthrow Gen. Hull, as will be seen by the official ac<^oui^tr 
of his capitulation. 

HULL'S VICTORY. 

€!om. ^ull fo thi' Secretary of the Navy. 
U. & F. Comtilulion, off Boston, Aug. 30, 1812, 
SfR-1^1 have U^e honor to inform you, that on the lOlh^^ 
instant, at 2 P. M- being in latitude 41, 42, longitude 55, 
^, wjth the Constitution, under my command, a sail was 
iHscovered feomtlie masthead bearing E. by S. or E. S. E. 
but at such a distance we could not tell what she was. 
All sail was instantly made in chase, and soon found we 
catieup withheV. At 5 P. M. could plainly see that she 
was a ship on the starboard 'tack, under easy sail, close on 
a vtijtd; at half past 3 P. M. made her out to be a frigate ; 
continued the chase until we were within about three miles,. 
wh(ln 1 ordered the llj^ht sails taken in, the courses hauled 
irp, and the ship cleared for action. At this tune the chase 
Imd backed his main->iopsail, waitifigfor us to come down. 
As soon ias tJie Constitution was ready for action, I bore 
idown with an intention to bring him to close action imnve- 
iliat^ly ; but on our coming within gun-shot she gave us a 
broadside, and filed iway, and wore, giving us a broad- 
side 00 the otlier tack, but without effect ; her shot falling 
shouti. She continued wearing and maiiopvreing for about 
dir^e qiiarters of an hour, to get a raking position, but 
filling »he could not, she bore up, and run under her top- 
sails and gib, with the wind on the quarter. Immediately 
made sail to bring the ship up with her, and 5 minutes be- 
fore six, P. M. being alongside within half pistol shot, we 
cbmnience^l a heavy fire from all out guns, double sliotted 
.^ilh round and grape, and so well directed were they, and 
f» warmly kept up, that m 15 minutes his. mizen^^mast went 
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%y the board, and his main yard in thesliUj^s^ and tiie hull, 
rigging, and sails, very much torn to piece*. The tire was 
jkept up with equal warmth for 15 minutes longer, when 
his main-naast and fore-mast went, taking with, them every 
spar, exceptiiig the bowsprit : on seeing this we ceased 
firing, so that in SO minutes after we got fairly alongside 
the enemy, she surrendered, and had not a spar standing, 
and her hull, below and above water, so shattered, that & 
few more broadsides must have carried her down» 

After informiug you thatso fine ashipastheGuerriere^com* 
maiidedby an able and experienced officer, had been totally 
^lismasted, and otherwise cut to pieces, so as to makeber r.ot 
worth towing into port, in the short space 'of 30 minutes, you' 
«an have no doubt of the gallantry and good conduct of the 
officers and ship^s company I have the honor to command ; 
it 0:ily remains, therefore, for me to assure you, thai they all 
fought with great bravery ; and it giyes me great pleasure ^ 
to sa>, that from the smallest boy in the ship to the oldest 
seamen, not a look of fear was ^en. They all Went into 
action, givmg three cheers and requested to be laid along 
^ide the enemy. 

I have the bonoi* to be, 8ce. 

ISAAC HULL. ^ 

AMERICAN I.OSS. 

Killed 7 — wounded 7. ' 

BRI riSH LOSS. 

Killed IS-T-wounded b2 — missing 24.* 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL REVOKED. 

At the Court at Carlton House, the 23d day of June^ 
})resent, his royal highness, the prince regent in council. 

Whereas his royal highness, the prince regent was pleas* 
^ to declare, in the name and on behalf of his majesty, oa 
the 21st of April, 1812, ' That if at any time hereafter, th« 
Berlin and Milan Decrees shall by some authentic act of 
the French government, publicly promulgated, be absolute-^ 
]y and uncoudttionally repealed, then, and from thence, the 
Order in Couucil of the 7th of January, 1807, and the On- 
der in Council of the 26th of April, 1809, shall without 
any further order* be, and the same are hereby declared 
from thenceforth to be wholly and absolutely revoked.* 

« Supposed to have gom overboca-d mUh the msatt, 
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An^ whereas the charge d^affairs of the U. States df 
America, resident at this Court, did, on the 21st day oi May 
ksty transmit to lord viscount Castlereagh, one of his ma-* 
jesty*<$ principal secretaries, a copy of a certain instrument, 
then for the first time communicated to this Court, purpor- 
ting to be a Decree passed by the government of France, 
on the 28th of April, 1811, by which the Decrees of Berlin 
and Mil^n are declared to t>e definitely no longer in force 
in regard to American vessels : 

And whereas his royal highness, the prince regent, aU 
though he cannot consider the tenor of said instrument as 
satisfying the conditions set forth in the said Order of the; 
2l8t of April last, upon which the said Orders were to cease 
and determine, is neverthelests disposed, on his part, to take 
liuch measures as may tend to re-establish the intercourse 
between neutral and l^Uigerent nations, upon its accustomed 
principles, his ro\al highness, the prince regent, in the naaie 
and on the behalt of his m J^sty, is theretore pleased, by and 
wrth the advice of his maj^ty's privy t oimcil, to order and 
declare, and it i« her* i^> orderea a a declared, that the Or- 
der in Council bearing date the 7th day oi January, 1807, 
and the Order in Council bearing date the 26th day of 
Af>ril, 18W, be revoked, so far as may regard American 
vessels and their cargoes, being American properly, from 
the tst day uf August next. 

But whereas by certain acts of the goveniment of the 
X^. Stales oi Auierica, ail British armed vessels are exclud^^ 
ed from the harbors and waters of the said U. States, the 
aimed vessels of France beiug permitted to enter therein, 
and the commercial intercourse between G Britain and the 
said U* States is interdicted, the commercial intercourse 
between France and the said U» States having been restor- 
ed : his royal highness, the prince regent is pleased hereby 
further to declare, in the name and on the behalf of his ma* 
jesty, that rf the government of the said U. States shall not 
OS soon as may be. alter this order shall have been duly 
notified by his majesty's minister in x\merica to the said 
government, revoke or cause to be revoked the said acts, 
this present Order shall in that case, after clear notice signir 
fied by his majesty's minister in America, to the said gova 
^rnment, be thenceforth null and of no efiect. 
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It is farther ordered and declared, that all American ves« 
«els ai>d their cargoes, being American property, that shall 
have been captured subsequently to the 28th of May last, for 
a breach of the aforesaid Orders in Council alone, and. 
which shall not have been actually condemned before the 
date of this Order, and that all ships and cargoes as afore- 
said, that shall henceforth be captured ander the said Or- 
ders, prior to the 1st day of August next, shall not be pro- 
ceeded against to condemnation, until further orders, but 
shall^ in the event of this Order not becfmiing null and ot no 
effect, in the case aforesaid, be forthwith liberaled and re- 
stor-ed, subject to such reasonable expences on the part of 
the captors, as shall have been justly incQiTed. 

Provided that nothing in the Order contained respecting 
the revocation of the Orders herein mentioned, shall be 
taken to revive wholly, or in part, the Orders in Council of 
the 11th of November, 1807, or any other Order not herein 
mentioned, or to deprive parties of any legal remedy to 
which they may beentitled, under the Order m Couoncil, of 
the 21st of April, 1812. 

His royal highness, the prince regent is hereby pleased 
further to declare, in the name and ow the behalf of his ma-- 
jesty, that nothing in the present Order contained shall be 
understood to preclude his royal highness, the prince regent, 
|f circumstances shall so require, from restoring, after rea- 
sonable notice, the Orders ot the 7th of January, 1807, and 
th • 26th of April, 1809> or any part thereof^ to their full 
effect, or from taking such other measures of retaliation 
against the enemy, as may appear to his roy dl highness to be 
just and necessary. 

And the right honorable the lords commissioners of his 
majesty's treasury, his majesty's principal secretaries ot state, 
the lords commissioners of the Admiralty and the Judge 
aftt&ehigh CJourt of Admiralty, and the Judge of the 
Court of Yice Admiralty, are to take the necessary mea- 
sures herem, as to them may respectively -appertain. 

Gen. Hull to ike Secretary of War. 

MoNTRBAL, hept. 8th, 1812. 
SIR—- The inclosed dispatch was prepared on my arri- 
val al Fort George, and it was my intention to have for- 
warded it from that place by Major Witherell, of the 
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Michigpan volunteers. I made application to the codi^ 
maiuiing officer at that post, and was refused ; he staling 
that he was not autborisiedi and Gen. Brock was then at 
York. We were immediatety emisttvked for this place, 
and Major Withereil obtaia^ liberty at Kingston to go 
home on parole. 

Thi« is the first opportunity I have had to forward the 
dispatches. 

The fourth U* States' regiment k destined for Qilebec^ 
with a part of Uie first. Ti^ whole consist ofh little over 
three hundred. 

Sir Gerorge Prevost, without any request on my part, 
has offered to take my parole, and permit me to proceed to 
the States. * 

Lieut Anderson, of the eighth regiment, is the bearer of 
my dispatches. He was formerly a Lieut in the Artillery, 
and resigned his commission on account of being appotr^t- 
ed Marshal of the Territory of Michigan. During the 
can^paign he has had acoBMuand m the Artillery ; and! 
recommend him to you as a valuable officer. 

He is partici^arty acquainted with the state of things 

Bevious, and at the time when the <;apitutatioi^ took place. 
e will be aWe to give you > correct information On any 
|K)ints,^ ^bout which you may think proper to enquire. 

J am, very respectful! yr&c. 
WILLIAM tiULL. 
DISPATCH, 

Ji'ort George^ Atgnst 26, 1812. 
SIR — Ineloised are the» articles of capitulation, by which 
the Fort of Detroit has been surrendered to Major-General 
Brock, aomms^iding his BfttannttJ Majesty's forces in Up^ 
per Canada, and by wluch the troops have become prisoners 
of wan My situation at present forbids me from detailing 
the particular causes which have led to this unfortunate 
event. I wiH, however, ^enerall^ observe, that after ih^ 
surrender ofMichihoiaokimic^ almost every tribe and nation 
of Indians, excepting a part ot the Miamies and Delawares, 
north from beyond Lake Superior, west from beyond the 
Mississippi, south from ttie CUiioand Wabash, and east from 
every part of Upper Cana<ta, and from all the intef mediate 
country, joined in open hostility under the Britiish standard,- 
agamst the army I commu^^eii^ contrary* to the most solemn 
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•M&nrences of a large pcMrtidn of Ibem to remain neatraV; 
even the Ottawa Chieifs from Abercrolch, who formed the 
delagalion to Washington the last summer, in whose friend-- 
sbtp i know you had great confidenee, are among the ho»- 
tile trtbes, and several of ttem distingaished leaders. 
Amon^ the vastnomberof ciiiefs who led the hostile bands, 
Tecumseh, Marplot, Logan, Walk-in-»he-wat«*, Split-IiOg, 
&c. are ecuisidered the principals. This numerous assem^ 
blage of sava^^as, under the entire influence and direction 
ef the B^ritish commander,, enabled him totally ta obslrnct 
the only couMXiunicatton which I had with my country. 
This cominunicatiofi bad been opened trom the settlements 
ki the sfcato of Ohio, two hundred miles through a wilder^ 
fiei^, by the fahgucs of the army, %hich I marched ta 
tbe frontier oo the river Detroit. The body of the Lake be- 
ing commanded by the British armed ships, and the shores 
and rivers by gun-boats, the army was totally deprived of all 
communication by water. On thi»^Ktensive road H depend- 
ed for transportation of provisions, n»litery stwes, medicine, 
clothiagy and every other supply, on pack-horses — ^all its 
operations were successful until its arri%al at Detroit,.--«in a 
few days it passed into the enemy's country^ and all oppo^ 
sition seemed to fall before it. One montb it ren^kined m 
possession of this country, ai>d was fed from its resources^ 
in different directions detachments penetrated sixty milb» 
in tbe settled part of the province, and the inhabitants seem«^ 
ed satisfied wUb the change of situation^ which appeared io» 
he takii^g place-r-the militia frtmi Amhertsbtir^ wene daily 
deserting, and tbe whole country,, thea under the control 
^the army, was asking for prote^ion^ The Indians gen- 
erally, in the &*st instance^ai^eared to be neialralized, and 
determined to take no pait in the contest- 

The fort of Amberstburgb was eighteen miles below my 
encampment. Not a single cannon or mortar was on^ 
wheels sattable to carry bt^tbre that place. I consulted my 
officers whether it was expedient to make an attempt on it 
with the bayonet alone,, without cannon to make a breach in 
the fii'st instance. The couiicil I calied was of opmion it 
was UQt — Tbe greatest industry was exerted in making 
prepai*ation, suid tt was not until the 7th of August, that tw3 
34-pounder8, and three faowdzers were prepared. It was 
tiien my intention to liave. proceeded on the enterprise.*-*- « 
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While the operations of the army were delayed by tbess 
preparatiorw the clouds of adversity had been tor some me, 
and seemed still thickly to be gathering' around me. The 
surrender of Michilimackinac opened the northern hive of' 
Indians, and they were swarming down in every direction^ 
Reinforcements from JSiagai-a had arrived at Amherstburg 
lander the command of Col. Proctor. The desertion of th^^ 
militia ceased. Besides the reinforcements that came by 
water, I received information of a very considerable force 
lander the command of Major Chambers, on the river Lt 
Frc^nch, wiH fowr field-pieces, and collecting the militia on 
his route, evidently destined for Amherstburg; and in ad- 
dition to this combination, and increase of force, contrary t4i 
all my expectations, the Wyaiidots, Ciiippewai^ Ottawas, 
Potawattamtes, Munsees, Delawares, ^icc. with whom I had 
the most friendly intercourse, at once passed over to Am« 
herstburg, and accepted the tomahawk and scalping knife* 
There being now a vast number of Indians at the British 

5ost, they were sent to the river Huron, Brownstown, and 
laguago, to intercept my communication. To open this 
communication, I detached Major Vanhom, of the Ohio 
volunteers, with two hundred men to proceed as far as the 
river Raisin, under art expec tation that he would meet Capt 
£rush wilh 150 yolunteers from Ohio, and a quantity af pro* 
vision for the army. An ambuscade wasformed at Browns- 
town, and Major Vanhorn's detachment defeated and re- 
turned to camp without effecting the object of the expedition. 
In my letter of the 7th mst. you have the particulars of 
that transaction, with a return of the killed and wounded. 
Under this seud^len aiid unexpected change of things, and 
having received an express from General Hali, command-- 
ini> opposite the British shore on the Niagara river, by 
which it appe<>re<l that there was no prospect of any co-op- 
eration from ihat quarter, and the two senior oflScers of the 
artillery having slated to me an opinion that it would be 
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to pass the Turkey 
river and river Aux-Cannard, with the 24 pour.ders, and 
that they could not be transported by water, as the Q,ueen 
Charlotte which carried eighteen 24 pounders, lay m the 
river Detroit above the mouth of the river Aux-C;innard ; 
and as it appeared indispensibly necessary to open the com- 
« miuucutiou to tlie river Raisin and the Miami/ i found 
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wyseV compelled to suspend the operation ta^inst Am^ 
%er!iitlH]rg, and concentrate the fiiain force ^f the army at 
iDetroH. 'Fully intending, at Hhat time, after the commu- 
'nication was opened, to re-cross the river, and pursue the 
object at Amherstburg, and strongly desirous of oontinuing. 
•protection to a very large number of the inhabitants df 
TJpper Canada, who *had volmitarily accepted it under ray 
proclamation, I established a fortress on the banks qf tfate 
river, a little below Detroit, calculated for a garrison of 
three hundred men. *On the evening of the 7th, and morn* 
fngof the 8th inst the army, lexcepting the garrison of 260 
in^ntry, and a c(Hrps of arlHlerists, ail-under the command 
^Of Major Denny. oftheOhio volunteers, re-crossed the riv- 
er, and encamped at Detroit. In pursuance of the object 
i)f opening the comteioniimtion, ^m which i considered the 
existence of the army depending, a detachment of sis^ hun- 
^dred men, under the oommand^* Lieut. Colonel Miller w|» 
immediately ordered. For a particular account of the 
"proceedings of this detachment, and the memorable battle 
^hich was fought at Magtiago, which reflects the highest 
"honor on the American arms, I refer you to my letter df 
^l)^ 13th of August, a duplicate of which is enclosed, in 
ihis. Nothing however but honor was acquired by this 
victory; and it is a painful consideration, that the blood 
of seventy-tfive gallant men could only open the ccmmmii- 
cation as far as the points of their bayonets extended* 
The necessary care of the sick and wounded, and a very 
severe storm of rain, rendered their return to camp indite 
pensably necessary for their own comfort. Captain Brush, 
with his small detachment, and the provisions, being still at 
the river Raisin, and in ai»ituation to be destroyed by the 
savages, on the 19th inst. in the evening, 1 permitted 
Colonels M' Arthur and Cass io -select from their regiment 
four hundred of their most eflfective men, and proceed an 
tipper routeihrough the woods, which I had sent an express 
'toCapt. Brush Uptake, and had directed the militia of the 
^iver Raisin to accompany him as a reinforcement. The 
force of the wiemy continually increasing, and the neces* 
Wty of openingthe communication, and-acting on the de^ 
*fensive, becoming 'more apparent, I liad, previous to de- 
i:aching'Colonels M**Arthur and Cass, on the 11th inst. 
' Evacuated ttndcteitroyed thefert on the opposite bftnk. 

1$ 
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On tke IStbf ia the evening, Gen. Brock arrived at Am^ 
, herstburg* ftbout the hour Colonels M'Arihur and Cass* 
marched, of which at that time I had received no iaforma- 
tion. On the 15thr I received a summons from him to- 
surrender fort Detroit, of which I herewith enclose you a 
copy, together with my answer. At this time I had receiv- 
ed no information from Colonels M' Arthur and Cass. Afv 
express was immediately sent, strongly escorted, with or- 
.ders for them to return. 

On the 15th« 9^ soon as General Brock received toy let* 
ter, his batteries^ opened on the town and fort^ and continu- 
,ed until evening. In the evening all the British ships of 
.war came nearly as £ar up. the river as Sandwich, three 
jQQiiles below Detroit. At daylight on the 16th, (at which 
lime I had received n&informatioi^ from Colonels M' Arthur 
and Cass, my expresses sent the evening before, and in the 
^ night, having been prevented from passing by numerous^ 
bodies of IiuiiansJ the cannonade recommenced, and in a 
short time I received information^ that the British army and 
Indians, were landing below the Spring wells, under the 
• cover of their ships of war. At this time tlie whole effec- 
tive force at my disposal at Detroit did not exceed eight 
hundred men. Being new trQops and unaccustomed to a 
camp life; having performed a laborious march} having 
.been in a number of battles and skirmishes, in which many 
had fallen, and more had received wounds,, in addition to 
which a large number being sick, and unprovided with 
.medicine, and the comforts necessary for their situation f 
^are the general causes by which the strength of the airmy 
was thus reduced. The fort at this time was tilled with 
women, children, and the old and decrepit people of the 
town and country ; they were unsafe in the town„ as it was 
entirely open and exposed to the enemy !s batteries. Back 
ol' the fort, above or below it, there was no safety for them 
on account of the Indians. In the first instance, the enemy's 
fire was principally directed against our batteries.; towardfi^ 
the close, it was directed against the for^aloAe,^ and almpiM^ 
every shot and sliell had their etfecL 

It 50W became necessary either to fight the (^pemy. in the 

.field ; collect the whole forcein the fort ; or propose term^ 

of capitulation. I could .not have carried into the field 

moi'e than six hundied meo^ and kft any adequate force ii^ 
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the fort. Th^re were landed at that tinie of the enemy'a re- 
^alar force of much more than that number, and twice that 
number of Indians. CSonsidering this great inequality of 
force, I did not think it expedient to adopt the first nieasirre. 
The second must have been attended with a great sacrifice 
of hlood, and no possible adva^ntage^ because the contest 
could not have been sustained more than a day for the 
wantof powder, and buta very few ^iays for the want of 
provisions. In addition to this, CJols. M' Arthur and Cass 
would hav^ been in a most hazardous situation* I feared 
iM>tbing but the last alternative. I have dared to adopt it<~ 
I well know the high responsibility of the measure, and I 
itake the whole of it on myselC It was dictated by a seiMie 
4)f duty, and a full conviction of its expediency. The 
bandsiof savages which had then joined the British force, 
were numerous beyond any former example* Their num* 
bers have since increased, and the history of the barbarians 
oi the north of Europe does not furnish examples of mor« 
greedy violence than these savages have exhibited. A 
large portion of the brave and gallant officers and men I 
commanded would cheerfully have contested until the last 
xsartridge had been expended^ and the bayonets worn to the 
sockets. I could not consent to the useless sacrifice of such 
brave men, when I knew it was impossible for me to sus- 
tain my situation. It was impossible in the nature of things 
that an army could have been furnished with the necessary 
supplies of provision, military stores^ clothings and comforts 
for the sick, on pack horses, through a wilderness of two 
hundred miles, filled with hostile savages. It was impos- 
sible, fsir, that this little army, worn down by fatigue, by 
sickness, by wounds and deaths, could have supported it^ 
self not only against the collected force of all the . northern 
nations of Indians, Jbut against the united strength of Upper 
-Canada, whose population consists of more than twenty 
tinges the number contained in the territory of Michigan, 
aided by the principal part of the regular forces of the pro- 
vince, and the wealth and influence of the North- West, and 
other trading establishments among the Indians, which 
have in their employment, and under their entire control, 
more than :two thousand white men* 

Before I close this despatch it is a duty I owe niy re»- 
jpsetableassoisii^tesiii coiQinand» ColoQ/e)$ M' Arthur, Find- 
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ley^iGtmf and Iteat Gol. Miller, to express mj ob\\gt^(mm 
to them for the proin{4 and judicioa^i manner iti whieb ib^ 
Jiave performed their respective duties* If aught basitakeoi 
p)ace during the campaign which is honorable to the army, 
these oflScers are entitled to a large share of it. If the lasi 
act should be disapproved, no part of the censure belong^a 
to them* I have likewise to express my obligation to Gen^ 
Taylor, who Ims performed the duly of quarter-master- 
Geiieral, for his great exertions in procuring every thing in 
bis departmeot which it was possible to furnish for the con* 
venience of the army; likewise to brigade-major Jessup 
for the correct and punctual manner in which he has dis^ 
charged his duty ; and to the army generally for their ex« 
ertion, and the seal tbey have manifested for the public in- 
terest. The death of Dr. Foster, soon after he arrived at 
Detroit, wasaisevere misfortune to the army ; it was in-» 
creased by the capture of the Chachaga packet, by which 
the medicine and the hospital stores were lost* He was 
commencing the best arrangements in the departQient of 
which he was the principal^ with the very small meana 
which he possessed. I was likewise deprived of the ne^ 
cessary s^ricies of Capt, Partridge, by sickness, Xhe only 
cffficer of the cwps of engineers attached to the army. All 
the officers and men have g6ne to their respective homes, 
excepting the 4th U. States' regiment, and a small part of 
the first, and Capt. Dyson^s company of artillery. Capt, 
Dyson's company was left at Amherstburg, and the olher» 
are«with me prisoners-^they amount to about 340. I have 
only to solicit an investigation of my conduct, as early aa 
my situation, and the state of things will admit ; ^nd to add 
the further request, that the government will not be un- 
mindful of my associates in captivity, and of Uie families of 
those brave men who have fallen in the eontert, 
I have the honor to be, &c^ 

W. HULL. 

Saniiwich, August 7, 1813. 
SIBh— On the 4th iust. Major Vanhom, of Col. Ftndley a 
regiment of Ohio volunteers, was deta<^^ Jrom this army, 
with the command of 200 men, principally riflemen, to pro- 
ceed to the nver BMun> and forklmr^ if m^ew^rf^ to iMfl 
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jsuid reiiiferee€api. Brush, of th^e i^ate of Oiiio, Icomttiand- 
ing a company of volunteers, aod escorting provii^iQtis for 
ibis army. At Brownsto>wn a large body of Ifidmns had 
flMnDtfd an s^mbtisicade, and the Major's detaelmient receivai 
abeayy fire, at lite distance o( fifty yards from the enemy. 
The whole detachf»ei>t retreated in disorder. Ma^jor Vaiu- 
hoten iBade. erery exertion) to foroi, and prevent the retreat, 
^t was possible for a brave and gallant offieer, but Witho^t 
success. By the return of killed a4id wounded, it wiU be 
perceived that the loss of o^eis was uficoniaionly great* 
^yh&t efforts to rally theircoippanies was the occasion of it 
I am, very respectfully, yours, &c. 

WILLIAM HULL. 
Killed, HI Major Vanhorn's defeart — 4 Captains*^! Lieu- 
tenant— *3 Ensigns — 10 privates — total 17, 

[BN€]i.o£aea> in thjg fk£C£bing dispatch.] 

BsTftOiT, 13lh August, 181^. 
SIR— The main body ofthe army having re-crossed the* 
river at D^imit, on the night and morning of the 8th, inst. sisc 
hundred men were immediotdy detached under the com^ 
mand of Lieut GoL Miller, to open the commiuaication to 
the river Raistn, and protect the provisions, which were 
rnider the escort of Capt. Brush. This detachment consist- 
ed of the 4th U. States reginoent, and two small detachmentsi 
mider the command of Lieut. Stansbury and Eiisigo 
MXabe of the 1st regiment ; detachments from the Ohio 
and Miclligs^l volunteers, a corps of artillerists, with one 
six-pounder and aa howitzer under the command of Lieut, 
l&wtman, and a part of Captains Smith and Sloan'»Gavalry, 
commaaded by Capt Sloan of the Ohio voluntea*s. Lieut* 
CoL Miller marched from Detroit on the afternoon of the 
8th instant, and on the 9th, about four o'clock p, m. the 
van gfuard, commanded by Capt Snelling of tlie 4lh IL 
States' regiment, was tired on by an extensive line of Bri* 
tish troops and Indians at the lower part of the Maguago 
about fourteen miles from Detroit. At this time the main 
body wast marching in two columns, and Capt. Snelling 
maintaUned his position in a most gallant manner, under a 
Ifery heavy, fire, until the line was formed and advanced to 
the ground he occupied,.when the. whole, excepting the rear 
gtwr^^ was brooght into aclioii. 
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The enemy were formed behind a temporafy breast work 
'of logs, the Indians extending in a thick wood on their left. 
Lt. €01. Miller ordered his whole line to advance, and 
when within a small distance of the enemy, made a general 
discharge, and proceeded with charged ba\onets, when the 
British line and Indians commenced a retreats They were 
pursued in a mo^ vigorous mariner about two miles, and. 
the pursuit discontinued only on/Ciccount of the fatigue of 
the troops, the approach of evening, and the necessity of re* 
turning to take care of the wounded. The judicious aar- 
rangeoients made by Lt, Col. Miller, and the gallant man* 
ner in which they wjere executed, justly entitle him to the 
highest honor. From the moment the line commenced the 
fire, it continually moved on, and the enemy maintained 
their position until forcisd at the point of the bayonet. The 
Indians on tiie left, commanded by Tecumseh, fought with 
great obi^ifia«*y, but were continually forced and compelled 
to retreat. The victory was complete in every part of the 
line, and the success W4]»uld have been more brilliant had 
the cavalry charged the «nemy on the retreat, when a most 
favorable opportunity presented. Although orders were 
given for the purpose,' unfortunately they were not execut* 
«d. Majors Vanhorn and Morrison, of the Ohio volunteers, 
were associated with Lt. Col. Miller, as field officers in this 
command, and were highly distinguished by their exertions 
in forming the line, and the jSl'm and intrepid manner thejf 
led their respective commands into action. 

Capt. Baker, of the 1st. Capt. Brevort, of the 2d. and 
Oapt. Hull, of the 13,th, my aid-decamp, and Lieut. Whist-* 
ler, of the 1st Regt U. S. Infantry, requested permission to 
join the detachment, as volunteers. Lieut. Col. Miller as- 
signed commands to Capt. Baker and Lieut. Whistler ; and 
Capts. Brevort and Hull, at his request, attended his person 
and aided him in the general arrangements. Lieut. Colonel 
Miller has mentioned the conduct of these officers in terms 
of high approbation. In addition to the captains who havj^ 
been named, Lt. Col. Miller has mention^ Capts. Burton 
and Fuller, of the 4th Regt. Capts. Saunders and Brown, of 
the Ohio Yolonteers, and Capt. Delandre, of the Michigan 
Yolunteers, who were attached to his command — and dis.- 
tinguished by their valor. It is impossible for me, in tfaii 
^communication to do justice to the officers and soldieos, wk^ 
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gained the victory which I have described. They have ac- 
quired high honor to themseWes and are justly entitled to 
the gratitude of their country. . 

Major Muir, of the 41st Kegt. commanded the British in 
this action. Their regulars and volunteers consisted of 
about 400, and a large number of Indians. Major Muir, 
and two subalterns were wounded, one of theov^iace dead. 
The militia and volunteers attached to his commaBd, were 
in the severest part of the action, and their loss must have 
been great — it has not yet been ascertained. 

I have the honor to be, &c. WM. HVIJa. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

< Killed 18— Wounded 57. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 51 — Wounded 65 — Prisoners 4, 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

H. Q. Detroit, Aug. 16, 1812. 

It is with pain and anxiety that Brigadier General Hull 
announces to the North-Wester n army, that he has been 
compelled from a sense of duty, to agree to the following 
articles of capitulation. 

Camp Detrmt, Aug. 16, 1812. 

Capitolatioa of surrendering fort Detroit, entered into 
between Major-General Brock, commanding his Britannic 
majesty's forces, of the one part, and Brig. General Hull, 
commanding the North- Western army of the U. States, of 
the other part : 

Article 1st. Fort Detroit with all the troops, regulars z^ 
well as militia, will be immediately surrendered to the Bri- 
tish forces under command of Major-General Brock, and 
will be considered as prisoners of war, with the exception 
©f such of the Militia of the Michigan territory, who have 
not joined the army. 

Article 2d. All public stores, arms, and public . docu- 
ments, including every thing else of a public nature, will be 
immediately given up. 

'Article 3d. Private persons and private property of every 
description will be respected. 

Article 4th. His excellency Brig. General Hull, having 
expressed a desire that a detachment from the state of Ohio^ 
on its way tp join the arniVi as well as one sent from fort 
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Detroit, under the command irf Col. M'Arthup, sliouM be 
included in the above stipalation, it is -acordingly agreed 
to. It is, however^ to be understood, that isnch parts of the 
Ohio-militia as have not joined the array, will be permitted 
to return home on condition that they will not serve during- 
the war — ^their arms, however, will be delivered up if be- 
longing to the public. 

ArticJe 5lh, The garrison will march out at the hour of 
12 o'clock this day, and the British forces will take imme- 
diate possession of the fort. 

J. MDOWEL,Lt. Col. Militia B. A. D. C. 
L B. GREGG, Major A. D. C. 
(Approved) WILLIAM HULL, Biig. Gen. 
JAMES MILLER, Lt. Col. 5th U. S. Infantry. 
E- BRUSH, Col. IstRegt. Michigan Militia. 
(Approved) ISAAC BROCK, Maj. Gen. 

The army at 12 o'clock this day will march out of the 
east gtite, where they will stack their arms, and will be then 
subject to the articles of capitulation. 

WILLIAM HULL, Brig. Gen. 



Cohnel Cass to the Secretary tf War. 

Washij^gTon, Sept. 10, 1812. 

SIR — Having been ordered on to this place by CoF, 
M^Arthur, for the purpose of communicating to the govern- 
ment particulars respecting the expedition lately command- 
ed by Brig. General Hull, and its disastrous result, as 
might enable them correctly to appreciate the conduct of 
the officers and men ; and todevelope the causes which pro- 
.ducedso foul a stain upon the national character, I nave 
the honorto submit for your consideration, the following 
statement. 

When the forces landed in Canada, they landed with an 
ardent zeal and stimulated with the hope of conquest. No 
enemy appeared within view of us, and bad an immediate 
and vigorous attack been made upon Maiden, it would 
doubtless have fallen an easy victory. I know len. Hull 
a:fterwards declared be regretted this attack had not been 
made, and he had every veasim to believe success would 
have crowned his efforts. The reason given for delaying 
our operatioMS was to mount our heavy cannon, and to af- 
ford to the Canadian militia time and opportimity to qwit 
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un obnoxious service. In the course of two weeks the 
number of their militia, who were embodied^ had decreas* 
jed by desertion from six hundred to one hundred men ; and 
in the course of three weeks, the canhon were mounted, 
the ammunition fixed, and every preparation made for an 
immediate investment of the fort. At a Council, at which 
were present all the field officers, and which was held two 
days before our preparations were completed, it was una- 
nimously agreed to make an immediate attempt, to accom- 
plish the object of the expedition. If by waiting two day« 
we could have the service of our heavy artillery, it was 
agreed to wait : if not, it was determined to go without it, 
and attempt the place by storm. This opinion appeared 
to correspond with the views of the General, and the day 
was appointed for commencing our march. He declared 
to me, that he considered himself pledged to lead the army 
to Maiden. The ammunition was placed in the waggons ; 
the cannon embarked on board the floating batteries, and 
every requisite article was prepared. The spirit and zeal, 
the ardor and animation displayed by the officers and men, 
on learning the near accomplishment of their wishes was 
a sure and sacred pledge, that in the hour of trial they 
would not be found wanting in their duty to their country 
and themselves. But a change of measures, in opposition 
to the wishes and opinions of all the officer, was adopted 
by the General. The plan of attacking Maiden was aban- 
doned, and instead of acting offensively, we broke up out 
camp, evacuated Canada, and re> crossed the river, in the 
n<ght, without even the shadow of an enemy to injure us. We 
left to the tender mercy of the enemy the miserable Canadians 
who had joined us, ^ndihe protection we afforded them was 
but a passport to vengeance. This fatal and unaccounta* 
ble step dispirited the troops, and destroyed the little con- 
fidence which a series of timid, irresolute, and indecisive 
measures had left in the commanding officer. 

About the 10th of August, the enemy received a rein- 
forcemejit of four hundred men. On the 12th, the com- 
manding officers of three of the regiments, (the fourth was 
absent) were informed through a medium which admitted 
of no doubt, that the General had stated that a capitulatioa 
would be necessary. They on the same day addressed to 
Governor Meigs of Ohio, a letter of which the following is 
an extract. 17 
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* Believe all the bearer will tell you. Believe it, however 
it may astonish yaUf as much as if it hadbeentoldyoti by one 
of us. Even a c n, is talked of by tlie 

The bearer wiltjillthe vacancy.* 

The doubtful fate of this letter rendered it necessary to 
use circumspection in its details, and therefore these blanks 
were left. The word * capitulation* will fill the first, and 
* commanding general' the other. As no enemy was near 
us, and as the superiority of our force was manifest, we 
could see no necessity for capitulating, nor any proj^nety 
in alluding to it. We therefore determined in the last re- 
sort to inciir the responsibility of divesting the General of 
his command. This plan was eventually prevented by 
two of the commanding officers of regiments being ordered 
upon detachments. 

On the 13th the British took a position opposite to De- 
troit, and began to throw up works. During that and the 
two following days, they pursued their object without in- 
terruption, and established a battery lor two 18 pounders 
and an 8 inch howitzer. About sunset on the evening of 
the 14th, a detachment of 350 men from the regiments com- 
manded by Col. M' Arthur and myself, was ordered to 
march to the river -Raisin, to escort the provisions, which 
had some time remained there protected by a party under 
the command of Capt. Brush. 

On Saturday, the 15th about 1 o'clock, a flag of truce 
arrived from Sandwich, bearing a summons from General 
Brock for the surrender of the town and fort of Detroit, 
irtating he could no longer restrain the fury of the savages. 
To this an immediate and spirited refusal was returned. 
About four o* clock their batteries began to play upon the 
town. The fire was returned and continued without inter- 
ruption and with little efiect till dark. Their shells were 
thrown till eleven o'clock. 

At day-light the firing on both sides re-commenced; 
about the same time the enemy began to land troops at 
the Spring wells, three miles below Detroit, prot^ted by 
two of thar armed vessels. Between 6 and 7 o'clock they 
had eifected their landing, and immediately took up their 
line of march. They moved in close column of platoons, 
twelve in front, upon the bank of the river. 
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The foorlii regiment was stationed hi the fort ; the Ohio 
Toluiiieersand a part of the Michigan militia, t)ehind some 
pickets, in a situation in which the whole flank of the ene- 
my would have been exposed. The residue of the Michi* 
gaii mihtia were in the upper part of the town to resist the 
incursions of the savages. Two 24 pounders, loaded with 
grape shot, were posted on a commanding eminence, ready 
to sweep the advancing column. In this situation the s\x^ 
perionty of our position was apparent, and our troops, in 
the eager expectation of victory, awaited the approach of 
theenemjf. Not a discontent broke upon the ear; not a 
look of cowardice met the eye. Every man expected a 
proud day for his country, and each was anxious that his 
individual exertion should contribute to the general results 

When the head of their column arrived within about 
five hundred yards of our line, orders were received from 
Gen. Hull for the whole to retreat to the fort, and for the 
.24 pounders not to open upon the enemy. One univer- 
sal burst of mdignation was apparent upon the receipt o^ 
this order. Those, whose conviction was the deliberate 
result of a dispassionate examination of passing events, saw 
the folly and impropriety of crowding 1100 men into a lit- 
tle work, which 300 men could fully man, and into which 
the shot and shells of the enemy were falling. The fort 
was in this manner tilled ; the men were directed to stack 
their arms, and scarcely was an opportunity afforded of 
moving. Shortly after, a white flag was hung out upon the 
walls. A British officer rode up to enquire the cause. A • 
communication passed between the commanding Generals, 
which ended in the capitulation submitted to you. In en- 
tering into this capitulation, the General took counsel from 
his own feelings only. Not an officer was consulted. Not 
one anticipated a surrender, till he saw the white flag dis- 
played. Elven the women were indignant at so shameful 
a degradation of the American character, and all felt as 
they should have felt, but he who held in bis hands the 
reins ot'authority* 

Our morning report had that morning made our eflec-^ 
tive men present, fit for duty 1060, without including the 
detachment before alluded to, and without incljading 300 
4>f the Michigan militia on duty. 
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About dark on Saturday evening the detachment sent to 
escort the provisions, received orders from Gen. Hull to re-' 
turn with as much expedition as possible. About ten 
o^clock the next day they arrived within sight of Detroit* 
Had a firing been heard, or any resistance visible, they 
would have immediately advanced and attacked the rear 
of the enemy. The situation in which this detachment 
was placed, although the result of accident, was the best for 
annoying the enemy and cutting off his retreat that could 
have been selected. With his raw troops enclosed between 
two fires, and no hopes of succor, it is hazarding little to' 
say, that very few would have escaped. 

I have been informed by Col. Findley, who saw the re-^ 
turn of their quarter-master General the day after the sur- 
render, that their whole force of every description, white, 
red, and black, was 1030. They had twenty-nine platoons, 
twelve in a platoon, of men dressed in uniform. Many of 
these were evidently Canadian milUia. The rest of the 
militia increased their white force to about seven hundred 
men: The number of their Indians could not be ascer* 
taiued with any degree of precision ; not many were visible. 
And in the event of an attack upon the town and fort, it 
was a species of force which could have afforded no mate* 
rial advantage to the enemy. 

In endeavoring to appreciate the motives, and to investi-« 
^ gate the causes, which led to an event so unexpected and 
dishonorable, it is impossible to find any solution in the re- 
lative strength of the contending parties, or in the measures 
of resistance in our power. That we were far superior 
to the enemy ; that upon any ordinary principles of calcu- 
lation we couid have defeated them, the wounded and in- 
dignant feelings of every man there will testify. 

A few days before the surrender, I was informed by 
Gen. Hull, we had 400 rounds of 24 pound shot fixed, and 
about 100,000 cartridges made. We surrendered with 
the fort, 40 barrels of powder, and 2600 stand of arms. , 

The state of our provision has not been generally under- 
stood. On the day of the surrender we had fifteen days' 
provisions of every kind on hand. Of meat there was plenty 
m the country, and arrangements had been made for pur- 
chasing grain and grinding it to flour. It was calculated 
we could readily procure ttaree months' provisions, indepen- 
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4eDt of 150 barrels of flour, and 1300 bead of cattle, Mrbich 
had been forwarded from tbd state of Ohio, and which re- 
mained at the river Raisin, under Capt. Brush, within rtoch 
of the army. 

But had we been totally destitute of provisions, our duty 
and our interest undoubtedly was to fight. The enemy invit- 
ed us to meet him in the field. 

By defeating him the whole country would have been 
open to us, and the object of onr expedition gloriously and 
successfully obtained. If we had been defeated we had 
nothing to do but to retreat to the fort, and make the best 
defence which circumstances and our situation rendered 
practicable. But basely to surrender, without firing a gun 
— ^tamely to submit, without raising a bayonet — disgrace-* 
fully to pass in review before an enemy, as inferior in the 
quality, as in the number of his forces, were circumstances, 
which excited feelings of indignation more easily felt than 
described. To see the whole of our men flushed with the 
hope of victory, eagerly awaiting the approaching contest, 
to see them afterwards dispirited, hopeless, and desponding, 
at least 500 shedding tears, because they were not allowed 
to meet their country's foe, and to fight their country's bat- 
tles, excited sensations, which no American has. ever be- 
fore had cause to feel, and which, I trust in God, will never 
again be felt, while one man remains to defend the stiBmdw 
ard of the Union. 

I am expressly authorised to state, that Gol. M' Arthur 
and €ol. Findley, and Lieut. Col. Miller, viewed this trans- 
action in the light which I do. They know and feel, that 
no circumstance in our situation, none in that of the enemy^ 
can excuse a capitulation so dishonorable and unjustifiable. 
This too, is the univeisal sentiment s^mong the troops ; and 
I shall be surprised to learn, that there is one man, who 
thinks it was necessary to sheath his sword, oi* lay down 
his musket. 

I was informed by Gen. Hull the morning; after the ca- 
pitulation, that the British forces consisted ot 1800 regulars, 
and that he surrendered to prevent the effusion of human 
blood. That he magnified their regular force nearly five 
fold, there can be no doubt. Whether the philanthropic 
reason assigned by him is a sufficient justification for sur- 
rendering a fortified town, an army, and a territory, is for 
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the government to determine. Confident I am, that had tbe 
courage and conduct of the General been equal to tbe 
spirit and zeal of the trooi)8, tbe event would have been as 
brilliant and successful as it now is disastrous and disfaon* 
arable. 

Very respectfuH y sir, I have the honor to be, &c. 

LEWIS CASS. 
Col. Sd. regiment Ohio volunteers. 

[By the following Proclamation, it appears that Gen. Hull 
surrendered the whole of Michigan Territory j to Gen. 
Brock, although he has never made public any doc ument 
tothateff&^n 

PROCLAMATION. 

By Isaac Brock^ Esq. Major-General, commanding his ma" 

Wfesty^s forces in the province of' Upper Canada. 
hereas the Territory of Michigan was this day by 
capitulation, ceded to the arms of his Britannic majesty, 
without any other condition than the protection of private 
property ; and wishing to give an early proof of thfe mo- 
deration ahd justice of the government, I do hereby an- 
nounce to all the inhabitants of the said Territory that the 
laws heretofore in existence shall continue in force until his 
majesty's pleasure be known, or so long as the peace and 
safety of the Territory will admit thereof. And I do here- 
by also declare and make known to the said inhabitants 
that they shall be protected in the full exercise and enjoy- 
ment of their religion ; of which all pei^ons, both civil and 
military, will take notice and govern themselves accor- 
dingly. 

All persons having in their possession, or having any 
knowledge of any public property, shall forthwith deliver 
in the same, or give notice thereof to the officer comman- 
ding, or to Lt. Col. Nichol, who dre hereby authorized to 
receive and give proper receipts for the same. 

Officers of militia will be held responsible that all arms 
in possession of militia-men be immediately delivered 
up; and all individuals whatever, who have in their pos- 
session arms of any kind, will deliver theto up without de- 
lay. Given under my hand at Detroit^ this 16th day of 
August, 1812, and in the 52d year of his majesty's reign. 
ISAAC BROCK, Major-Generi4 
J- M'DONNELL,Lt. Col, Militia & A. D. C. 
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A CARD. 

Colonel Symmes, of the senior divisioti of the Ohio mi- 
litia, presents his respectful cpinplinients toMajor-G^nei^l 
Brock, commanding his Britannic majesty's forces, fvbtk 
and red in Upper Canada. 

Colonel Symmes, observing, that by the 4th article of the 
capitulation of Fort Detroit to Major^General Brock, all 
public arms moving towards Fort Detroit, are to be deliv- 
ered up, but as no place of deposit is pointed out by the capit- 
ulatipn, forty thousand stand of arms coming within the 
description, are at the service of Major-General Brock if 
his excellency will condescend to come and take Uiem* f 

TRIAL OF GENERAL HULL. 

Adit, and Inspt. Gen. Office^ Washington^ April 26^^814. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

The proceeding of the court martial, in the casp of Wm* 
HulU brigadeir- general in the army of the U. States^ havr 
ing been submitted to the President of the U. States, and 
having been approved by him^ the following extract tbere*^ 
from is ordered to be read at the head of each regiment of 
the army, and to be published in the National Intelligencer 
of this city. By order, 

(Signed; J. B. WALBACH, Ad/t. General. 

At a general court martial (ordered by the President of 
the U. States) convened at Alboiny, in the state of N. York:, 
on the 3d day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, and continued by adjournments, to the twenty- 
fifth day of March following, brigadier-General Wm. Hull, 
of the army of the U. States, was tried on \ke following 
/charges slnd specificayons, viz : 

CHARac I. — Charged Gea. Hull with treason against 
the U. States, between the 9th of April and 17th, of August, 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Specification first. — Charged Gen. Hull with hiring an 
unarm^ vessel, to convey his baggage, and papers, with 
the Declaration of War, his muster rolb, and instructions 
from the Secretary of War, from the Miami of the Lake to 
Detroit, for the purpose of fall ing into the hands of the Bri^ 
lish, which they captured the same day, with all on board ; 
and of holding tmitorous correspondence with the enemy 
on the first day of July, 1812, while at the si^id Miami of 
the Lake* 
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£tpecification second.-^Gk^rgeA Gen. Hull, of unofficef- 
like and traitoroas conduct, in neglecting to march his 
^hole army, after he arrived at Sandwich, and take, or 
attempt to take fort Maiden ; and finally in conspiring with 
our enemies to quit and abandon the Province of Upper 
Canada on the 8th day of August; and of again holding 
correspondence vnth our enemies, and causing the army to 
recross the river to Detroit. 

Specifimtion tliird. — Charged Gen. Hull of traitorously 
conspiring and shamefully surrendering fort Detroit, with 
all the troops public stores, arms, and public Documents, on 
the 16tfi day of August, 1812, to the British forces. 

Charge 11. — Charged Gen. Hull with cowardice, at 
and in the neighbourhood of Detroit between the 1st of 
July, and the 17th of August, 1812, 

Specification first — Charged Gen. Hull with misbehaV- 
iottr before the enemy, and shamefully manifesting an undue 
fear and apprehension of danger by a course of conduct 
and conversation evincing personal alarm, agitation o€ 
tnind, and privation of judgment by hastily abandoning 
their territory, without any just or sufficient cause whatever. 

J^cifioation second. — Charged Gen. Hull on the 15th of 
August with personal misbehaviour and fear before the en- 
emy, after they had comn^nced their cannonade on De* 
troft, by a course of conduct, and particularly by various timid 
^nd cowardly actions and expressions used and uttered in 
the presenfce of the army, sk well "in the public street of 
Detroit, as in posts and batteries near thereto. 

Specification third. — Charged Gen. Hull on the 15th of 
August, with personal fear and cowardice, by avoiding all 
personal danger, or making an attempt, to prevent the en- 
emy's crossing the river, or to prevent their landing by 
avoiding aH personal danger, from reconnoitering or en- 
countering the eneqfiy on their march towards fort Detroit, 
and by liastily sending flags of truce to the enemy with 
overtures for capitulation ; by anxiously withdrawing his 
person from the American troops to a place of safety ; by 
forbidding the artillery to tire on the enemy ; by calling iu 
thetroops, and crowding them into the fort ; by a precipitate 
declaration to the enemy that he surrendered, before terms 
of capitulation were signed, considered, or even suggested. 

SpecificMimifourth.-^Civdrged Gen. Hull, with shame- 
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folly and cowardly suiTendering a fine artey, in higb spirits, 
well snpplied with ammunition, arms, and provisions, by a 
dingracel'al capitulation with the enemy, coMaining no stip- 
ulation for the security and protection of such of the iriha- 
bitants of Upper- Canada, as had joined the American slan- 
aard ; whereby the territorial sovereignty, rights, and pi-op- 
.erty, were shamefully ceded to the enemy ; a brave and 
patriotic army wantonly sacrificed to the personal fearcif 
Ifae commander, and the service of the U. States sufiered a 
great and alUicting loss. 

Chj&os JII — Chained Gen. Hull with neglect of duty 
and unofficerhke conduct, while commanding a separate 
army, between the 9th of April, and the 17th of August, 
1812. 

Specification First — ^Charged Gen. Hull w'rth nnofficer^^ 
like conduct, in neglecting and omitting to train, inspect, 
exercise, and order, the army under bis command, where- 
by the army was exposed, to the hazard of disorder and de- 
feat, in the event of an attack being made tbeneon by the 
enemy. 

Specification /Seooitd-^Charged Gen. Hull with neglect 
of duty and unofficerlike conduct, by hiring, or causing to 
be hired, ah unarmed vessel to convey his baggage and pa- 
pers, with his sick soldiers, and medicine stores, to Detroit, 
from the Miami of the Lake, on which passage the vessdi 
and all on board fell into the hands of the enemy, inform- 
ing him of the declaration of war, and thie number, state, 
and condition of the army, to the great injury of the U. 
States. 

Specification Third — Charged Gen. Hull with neglect 
&f duty in neglecting to repair fort Detroit, and its arma- 
ment, on his arrival, in such a manner as to be able to repel, 
and put to flight an enemy, in the event of an invasion and 
attack. 

Specification Fourth — Charged Gen. Hull, with deolai- 
ing and avowing an intention to invade the British province, 
and to invest and attack fort Maiden, in the said province, 
and having taken possession of Sandwich, was guilty of 
neglect of duty, and unofiicerlike conduct, in neglecting 
seasonably to repair, and have transported the guns, and 
gun carriages, which were necessary for the operations of 
the army against fort Maiden ; by postponing in the first 

18 
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instance, and by abandoning in the next, an in'veslaient an^ 
attack upon fort Maiden; and finaUy evaeusfting Upper 
Canada, without providing eifectually in any respect, for 
the safety of the infaabitantft thereof, who had accepted his^ 
invitation to jorn the American standard : and without at^ 
tenoipting to accouTplish his avowed design. 

Specification Fifth — Charged Gen, Hull, of lieglect of 
duty by not keeping open the connnunication between 
fort Detroit, and a military post at the river Raisin, which 
enabled the enemy totally to interrupt, and cut off all com- 
munications between said military posts, to the great dis- 
advantage of the U. States service. 

Specijicatiun Sixth — ^Charged Gen. Hull, with neglect of 
duty, in neglecting and omitting to maintain a bridge 
over the river Aux-'Cannard, which afforded a fair oppor- 
tunity for investing, and attacking fort Maiden, whereby a 
prospect of a successful investment and attack upon the 
fort speedily vanished. 

Specification Seventh — Charged Gen. Hull, with neglect 
of duty in not erecting batteries at the spring Wells, or pre- 
venting the enemy from erecting them on the opposite side 
of the river, whereby they were euabled to annoy fort De- 
troit, and to protect their army across the river, and enabled 
them to attack fort Detroit without opposition or loss, and 
to approach the said fort Detroit with the air and confidence 
of triumph, 

A. J. DALLAS, Judge Advocate. 
January 5, 1814. — The com*t met at the capitol pursuant 
to adjournment. 

PRESENT — All the members. 
General Hull having appeared^ the charges and specifications^ 
were read to him by the judge advocatCf and being asked if 
he was ready to plead to them^ answered thai lie was^ and 
that he pleaded not guilty to all the cfyarges and specifica^ 
tions. 

3Iarch26, 1814. 
All the evidence being read, (whether on the part of the 
prosecution or the defence,) applicable to the first charge,^ 
and thespecifications attached to. that charge, and after due 
deliberation had thereon^ the court express the following 
opinion ; 
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The accused having in his final defence, ]»roteste<| 
against the jurisdiction of the •court to try the charge of 
treason, and the opinion of the court beings that the objec- 
tion would have been tenahle, if the samc^ had been pleaded 
by the accused on his arraignment ; and believing also, that 
the court x^atmot acquire jurisdictioo of the offence by the 
Mrav^r or consent of the accused, they ^iecline niaking any 
formal decision on that charge. The evidence on the sub- 
ject having, however, heen publicly gi*ven, the court deem 
it proper, in justice to .the accused, iosay, that they do not 
believe from any thing that has appeared bc^fore them, that 
brigadier-general William Hull has .committed treason 
againsit the U. States- 

On Abe second charge, And the specifications attachedly 
that charge, (after hearing all <tbe evidence and defence^ 
and after dcie deliberation thereon,) the court fitid briga- 
dier-general. William Hull geilty of the jirstj second and 
Jburth specifications under that charge ; and also guilty of 
ihe thind specification under that charge, exc^pt that part 
vi^hieb charges the said brigadierrgeueral William Hull 
with " forbidding the Ameiican artillery to fire on the 
enemy on their mardb inwards the said fort Detroit/' 

The court find the said brigadier-general William HuU 
guilty of the second charge. 

Qn the third charge, the coQitt after having heard the 
evidence, (j&& well as tlie defence^ and after due delibera* 
tion, find the said brigadier-general William HuU guilty 
of neglect of di^ty, and .unofiicer-kke .conduct, as charged 
in the first gpeci:fi«atioQ undea* 4his charge, in omitting, with 
sufficient care and frequency^ to inspect, traio, exercise, and 
order, and to cause to be trained, inspected, exercised and 
ordered the troops under his coomiand, from the sixth day 
of July, until the sevei^eenth day of August, 1812: and 
acquit him of the residue of the .charge contained in that 
specification. ^ 

The court acquit the said brigadier-general William 
Hull of the second and third specifications of the same 
* charge. 

The court find the said brigadier-general William Hull 
guilty of the whole of the fourth specification of that charge, 
except that part which charges him with not seasonably re- 
pairingi fittings and transporting, or causing to be fitted, re- 
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paired, and transportedi the guns and f^un-carriages which 
ivere necessary to the operations of the war in the said 
British province of Upper Canada. 

The court iind the said brigadier-general William Holl 
guilty of so nmch of the fiilh specification to that charge as 
relates to neglect of duty and unofiicer-hke conduct^ in 
suffering his communication with the river Raisin and the 
state of Ohio, to be cut off, and sending major Van Horn 
to attempt to open the same with an adequate force ; he 
the said brigadier-general William JHull, having reason to 
know or believe the same was insufiicienj; ; and the court 
acquit him of the residue of that specification. 

The court find the said brigadier-general William Hull 
guilty of the sixthnnd seventh specificatiops of that charge* 

The court find the said brigadier general William Hull 
guilty of the third charge.. 

The court then adjourned to meet to»morrow morning at 
iO o'clock. 

March 26, 1814, 
. The court met pursuant to adjournment* 

PR|SS£NT — All the members. 

The court, in consequence of their determination respec* 
ting the second and third charges, and the specifications 
under these charges, exhibited against the said brigadier* 
general William Hull, and after due consideration, d& 
sentence him (o be shot i9 deaUh two thirds of the court 
concurring in the sentencCr 

The court, in consideration of brigadier-general Huira 
revolutionary services, and his advanced age, earnestly re* 
commend him to the mercy of the President of the U States. 

The court then adjourned to meet on Monday morning 
next, at 10 o'clock 

March 28, 1814. — The court met pursuant to adjourn-* 
ment, — PKES£NT — All tltemembera. 

The proceedings leaving been read over, and approved 
and signed by the President, the court then adjourned, ^ne 
die. H. DEARBORN. President of' the court. 

M. V. BDREN, special judffe advocate^ 

PHILIP S. PARKER, Army judge advocate, assistant, 

April 25, 1814^— The sentence of the Gourt is approved, 
find the execution of it remitted. 

JAMES MADISON, 
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By direclfons of the court martial the President gave the 
followinj^ directions to General Hull : 

Albany y Marches, 1814. Sir — You will please return 
to your usual place of residence in Massachusetts, and 
there continue until you shall receive orders from the Pre- 
sident of the United Stalesi 
Your humble servajit, 
H. DEARBORN, President of the court martiaL 
Adjt. and Insp. Generafs office, Washington Apr. 25, 1814. 

OENERA£ ORDER The roll of the army is not to be 
longer dishonored by having upon it the name of brigadier 
General William Hull. 

The general court martial of which Major-General 
J3earborn is President, is hereby dissolved. By order, 

J. B. WALBACH, Adjt. Gen. 

PORTERS YICTORY. 

Capt P^rttrto the Secretary of the Navy. 

U. S. F. Essex at sea, August 17, 1812. 

SIR-— I have the honor to inform you that on the 13th 
ifnst. his Biritannic majesty's sloop of war Alert, Capt. T. P. 
Ijaugharne, ran down on our weather quarter, gave tkree 
cheers, and commenced an action (if so trifling a skirmish 
deserves the name) and after 8' minutes firing struck her 
colors, with 7 feet water in her hold, and much cut to.pieces, 
and three men wounded. 

I need not inform you that the oflScers and crew of the 
Essex behaved as 1 trust all Americans will in such cases, 
and it is only to be regretted' that so much zeal and activi- 
ty could not have been displayed on an occasion which 
would halve done them more honor. The Essiex has not re- 
ceived the slightest injury. 

The Alert w^as out Ibr the purpose of taking the Hornet ! 

I Wave the honor to be, &c. 

DAVID PORTER. 
' C^pi. Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, 

V. S. P. Essex, at sea, August 20. 

SIHL — Finding myself much embarrassed by the Alert, 
from the great number of prisoners we have already made, 
[about 500] I concluded that before our arrival in America, 
the number would be considerably augmented, and as soon 
as I found my provisions and water getting short, and be- 
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ing well satisfied that a plan had been organist by tliem for 
rising* ion the ship in the event of an engagement ; I cotisid* 
cred it to be the interest of my country to get cl«ar of them 
as speedily as possible, particularly as I was well assured 
that immediately on their arrival in St. Johns an equal 
number of my countrymen would he released and find ^a 
sure and immediate conveyance. I therefore drew up 
written stipulations corresponding with the accompanying 
letters ; threw all the guns of the Alert overboard ; wita- 
drew from her all the* men belonging to the Essex; ap- 
pointed Lieut. J, P. Wilner to command her as a cartel, 
put all my prisoners on board of her, and dispatched her 
lor St. Johns, in Newfoundland, with ^orders to proceed 
from thence to New- York with such Americans as he may 
receive in exchange. 

At a more suitable opportunity I shall do myself the 
honor to lay before you copies of every paper relative to 
this transaction, and sincerely hope that my conduct in tliis 
affair may meet with your approbation. 

As the Essex has been so annoying about Bermuda, No- 
va Scotia, and Newfoundland, I expect I shalMmve to run 
the gauntlet through their cruisers ; you may however rest 
assured that all a ship of her size can do shall be done, and 
whatever may be our fate, our countrymen shall never 
blush for us. 

I have the honor to be, &a 

D. PORTER. 



CapU Taylor to Gen. Harrison. 

Fort Harbison, Sept. 10, 1812. 
Dear Sir — On Thursday evening, the 3d inst. after re* 
treat beating, four guns were heard to fire in the directiou 
where two youBg men (ciUzens who resided here) were 
making hay, about 400 yards distant from the fort. I was 
immediately impressed with an idea that they were killed 
by the Indians, as I had thajt day been informed that the 
Prophet's party would soon be here for the purpose of com- 
mencing hostilities. Prudence induced me to Wait until 
8 o'clock the next morning, when I sent out a corporal with 
a small party to find them, which he soon did; they had 
been each shot with two balls, and scalped and cut in the 
most shocking manner. I had them brought in and buriei 
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In the eVening of the 4th insL old Joseph Lenar; and be- 
tween 30 and 40 Indians arrived from the Prophet's town, 
with a white flag 3 among whom were about ten women : 
the men were composed of chiefs of the different tribes 
that compose the ProphetV party. A Shawanoe man, that 
spoke good ^English, informed me that old Lenar intended to 
speak tonfie next morning, and try to get something to eat. 
At retreat beating, I examined the men's arms, and found 
them all in good order, and completed their cartridges to 
16 rounds per man. As I had not been able to mount a 
guard of more than six privates and two non-commissioned 
officers, for some time pasi, and sometimes part of then> 
every other day, from the unhealthiness of the company ; I 
had not conceived my force adequate for the defence of 
this post^ should it be vigorously aUacked. I had just re- 
covered from a very severe attack of the fever, and wa» 
not able to be up much through the night. After tattoo I 
cautioned the guard to be vigilant, and ordered one of the 
non-commissioned officers, as centinels could not see every 
part of the garrison, to walk around on the inside during 
the whole night, to prevent the Indians taking any advan- 
tage of us, provided they had any intention of attacking «^» 
About 11 o'clock, I was awakened by the firing of one of 
the centinels; 1 sprang up, ran out, and ordered the men 
to their posts ; when my orderly sergeant (who had charge 
of the upper block house) called out that the Indians had 
fired the lower block house (which contained the property 
of the contractor, which was deposited in the lower part, 
the upper part having been assigned to a corporal and ten 
privates, as an .alarm post.) The guns had begun to fire 
pretty smartly from both sides. 1 directed the buckets to 
be got ready, and water brought from the well, and the fire 
extinguished immediately, as it was hardly perceivable at 
that time ; but from debility or some other cj * men 

trere very slow in executing my orders — the ap- 

peared to throw the whole of them intoconfu I by 

the time they had got the water, and broken < loor, 

the tire had unfortunately communicated to y of 

whiskey (the stock having licked several hoi 1 the 

jower part of the building, after the salt that was stored 
there, through which they had introduced the tire without 
being discovered, as the night was very dark,) and in spite^ 
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of every exertion we could make u$e of, in less than a ino^ 
ittent it ascended to the roof and baffled all our efforts le ex- 
tinguish it* As that block bouse adjoined the barracks 
that make part of the fortiBcatioos, n^ost of the men imme-^ 
diately gave themselves up fvr lost, and I bad the greatest 
difficulty in getting any oi my orders executed — and, sir, 
what from the raging of the fire< — the yeUing and bowlrag 
of several hundred Indians — ^tbe cries of nine Women and 
children ^a part soldiers' and a part citizens wives^ who badi 
taken shelter in the fort) — and the desponding of so many 
of the men, which was worse than alU I can assure you that 
my feelings were very unpleasant; and mdeed there were 
not more than 10 or 15 men able to do a great deal, the 
others being either sick or convalescent — and to add to our 
other misfortunes, two of the stoutest men in the fort, and 
that I had every confidence in, jumped the picket and' left 
us. But my presence of mind did not for a momeiit for- 
sake me. I saw, by throwing off part of the roof that join- 
ed the block house that was on fire, and keeping the end 
perfectly wet, the whole row of buildings might be saved, 
and leave only an entrance of» 18 or 20 feet for the Indians 
to enter after the house was consumed ; and that a tempo- 
rary breast-work might be erected to prevent their even 
entering there. I convinced the men that this could be 
ao<|3mpiished, and it appeared to inspire them with new 
life, and never did men act with more firmness and despe- 
ration. Those that were aWe (while the others kept up a 
constant fire from the other block house, and the two has- 
tionslmounted the roofs of the houses with Dr. Clark at 
tbeir head, \iho acted with the greatest firnpness and pre- 
. sence of mind, the whole time the attack lasted, which was 
7 hours, under a shower of bullets, and in a moment threw 
off as much of the roof as was necessary. This was done 
only with the loss of one man, and two wounded, and I am 
in hopes neither of them dangerous. — The man that was 
killed was a little deranged, and did not get off the house 
wa soon as directed, or he would not have been hurt ; and 
although the barracks were several times in a blaze, and 
an immense quantity of fire against them, the men used 
such exertions that they kept it under, and before day. 
raised a temporary breast-work as high as a man's head ; 
although the Indians continued to pour in a heavy tire of 
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Iball, and an innumerable quantity of aiTows, during the 
v^hole time the attack lasted. I had but one other man kill- 
ed inside the fort, and he lost his life by being too anxious ; 
he gt>t into one of the gallies of the bastions, and fired over 
the pickets^ and called out to his comrades that he had kill- 
ed an Indian^ and neglecting to stoop down, in an instant 
he was shot dead. One of the men that jumped the pick- 
etSy returned an hour before day, and running up towards^ 
the gate, begged for God's sake for it to be opened. I 
suspected it to be a stratagem of the Indians to get in, as 
I did not recollect the voice — I directed the men in the 
bastion, where I happened to be, to shoot him let him be 
who he would, and one of them fired at him, but fortunately , 
ke run up to the other bastion, where they knew his voice, 
and !Dr. Clark directed him to lie down close to the pick- 
ets behind and empty barrel that happened to be there, and 
at day light I had him let in. His arm was broken in a 
most shocking manner, which he says wras done by the In- 
dians'—which I suppose was the cause of his returning- — I 
think it probable that he will not recover. The other, they, 
caught about 120 yards from the garrison, and cut him all 
to pieces. After keeping up a constant fire until about six 
o'clock the next morning, which we returned with some 
effect; after day light, they removed out of the reach of 
our guns. A party of them drove up the horses tha^ jyi-^ 
longed to the citizens here, and as they could not cafch 
them very readily, shot the whole of them in our siglit, as 
well as a number of their hogs. They drove off the whole 
of the cattle, which amounted to sixty-five head, as well as 
the public oxen. I had the vacancy filled up before night, 
(which was made by the burning of the block house) with • 
a strong row of pickets, which I got by pulling down the 
guard house. We lost the whole of our provisions, but 
must make out to live upon green corn until we can get a 
supply, which I am in hopes will not be long. I believe 
the whole of the Miamies, or Weas, were among the 
Prophet's party, as one chief gave his orders in that lan- 
guage, which resembled Stone Eater's voice, and I believe 
Negro Legs was there likewise. The Indians sufiered 
smartly, but were so numerous as to take off all that were 
shot. 

Z. TAYLOR. 
19 
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Copy of a letter front Major Thomas S. Jessup andJamesi 

Tayhr Q. M, Gen. iV. W. Army to a gentleman in 

Washington City f dated 

Chilicothe, (Ohio) Oct. 7, 1812. 

Sir — Your letter bas been received, requesting from us 
a corroboration of CoL Cass's statement to the Secretary of 
War, of the surrender of the north-western army. We 
have read the ColoneKs statement with attention, and find 
it a pretty correct history of our situation, although we 
have observed that some important facts. have been omitledT 
We have also read and examined the official report of 
Gen. Hull, and have found it aboundnig with inaccuracies 
and misstatements ; the General has not only underrated 
his own force, but has, in our opinion, magnified mfinitely 
that of the enemy, and enumerated dangers and difficulties 
that existed only in imagination. 

That the means within our power were not properly 
applied is a melancholy fact ; and that the army was unne- 
cessarily sacrificed, and the American arms disgraced 
none but the base and cowardly will atempt to deny. 

You are authorised to make what use you may think 
proper of this letter. 

We arc with much respect, &c. 

THOMAS S. JESSUF,. 

Brigade Major N. W. Ar%ny. 

JAMES TAYLOR, 

Q. M. Gen. N. W. Army. 



Skirmishing — Capt. Williams, on the 30lh of August, 
with 21 men, and two waggons, while proceeding from 
St. Mary's to St. John's river, was attacked by an ambus- 
cading party of Indians^, who killed one man and wounded 
six, including Capt. Williams, who received seven wounds j 
three through one hand, and four in one leg. — He effected 
a retreat ^bout 200 yards to a swamp, where he made a 
stand, and fought until all the ammunition was expended 
on both sides, when the Indians made an attempt with 
their tomahawks, which this little band soon put a stop to, 
by charging bayonet, and rushing on them. The Indians 
destroyed one waggon aud took the other to carry off their 
killed and wounded. Capt. Williams then proceeded ta 
St. John's with his well and wounded, excepting one man. 
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who was not able to travel. The next day a party of In* 
dians returned to the spot, when the wounded man rose up 
as well as he could, and called upon his party to rush upon 
the Indians, which startled them in such a manner that one 
of them sprung from his horse, which the wounded man 
<caught and $irrived safe at St. John^s. 

Capt. Forsyth, with 70 of his rifle company, and 34 mili- 
tia volunteers, on the night of the 20tb September, 1812« 
fvent over to a small village called Gananoque in the town 
^f Leeds, from Cape Vincent, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing the kings store house at that plac^ They landed un- 
observed, but were soon discovered by a party of regulars 
y of about 125, and fired upon. — jCapt. Forsyth returned the 
fire with such spirit, that the enemy were obliged to retreat 
to the village, where they were reinforced .by a number of 
militia, and again rallieck but finding the contest too san- 
guine, retreated the secotjdtime in disorder, leaving 10 kill- 
ed and 8 regulars and'«a number of militia prisoners: 
^Captain Forsyth had onjy one iban killed and one 
slightly wounded. After destroying the ^ore house/ 
with a quantity of flour and pork, our little band of 
heroes, returned to Cape Vincent, taking with them the 
prisoners, 60 stand of arms, two barrels ofiixed ammuni- 
tion, one barrel of powder, one barrel of flints, and a quan^ 
Jtity of other public property taken from the store-house. 

f — 
On the 4th of October, about forty Britislh boats escorted 
$)y two gun boats, attempted to pass from Johnstown to 
prescott, by Ogdensburg. — On their leaving Johnstown, 
the batteries at Prescott opened on Ogdensburg, and kept 
tip a brisk fire, wbieh was returned in a spirited manner^ 
and continued two hours. The next aborning the enemy 
commenced a beavy cannonade on us from Prescott, which 
was continued with little intermission, through theday with* 
-out any return from us ; General Brown considered it use- 
less to tire such a distance. The enemy was very busy 
during the day in preparingfofan attack on Ogdensburg — 
the next morning about 10 ^'clock, 25 boats, aided by two 
gun boats moved up the river three quarters of a mile^ 
when they tacked and stood over for our shore. As soon 
as the boats changed their course, the batteries from Pres- 
\cott opened their fire upon us^ which was not answered till 
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the Goats bad advanced to about the middle of the river, 
M^ben our batteries commeaced a tremendous fire upon 
theniy which destroyed three, and caused the remainder to 
seek shelter under the batteries of Prescott, Cols. Lethridge 
and Breckenridge, led the British. There vt^as not one 
man either killed or wounded on our side, whilst the en* 
emy lost twelve killed and twenty wounded. 

Affair at St. Regis. — ^Major Young, of the Troy, N. Y. 
militia, stationed at French Mills, on the Si. Regis river, 
having received intelligence that a party of the enemy had 
arrived at, and taken possession of St. Regis village, march- 
ed a detachment, on the night of the 2Ist October, which 
crossed the river about 3 o'clock, and arrived within half a 
mile. of the village by 5 in the morning, unobserved by the 
enemy. Here the Major made such a judicious disposi-^ 
tion of his force, that the enemy were entirely surrounded, 
vhen a few discharges caused them to surrender, after hav* 
ing 5 killed, and several wounded. — ^The result of this af-* 
fair, was forty prisoners, with their arms, equipments, &c. 
one stand of colors, and two batteaux, witliout having one 
man hurt, on our side. 

Major Young had the honor of taking the tirst standard 
from the enemy in the present war. 

Captain Elliot to the Secretary of the Navy. 

Bi^AC&RocK, Oct. 9, 1812. 
SIR — I have the honor to inform you that on the morn* 
ing of the Stn inst. two British vessels, which I was^inform-^ 
ed were his Britannic majesty's brig Detroit, late the U. 
States brig Adams, and the brig. Hunter, mounting 14 
guns, but which afterwards provedlo be the brig Caledo- 
nia, both said to be well armed and manned, came down 
the Lake and anchored under the protection of Fort Erie; 
Having been on the lines for some time and in a measure 
inactively employed, I determined to make an attack, and 
if possible to get possession of them. A strong inducement 
to this attempt arose from a conviction that with these two 
vessels added to those which I have purchased and am ^U 
ting out, I should be able to niieet the remainder of the Bri- 
tish force on the Upper Lakes, and save an incalculable ex- 
pense and labor to the government. On the morning of 
their arrival I heard that our seamen were but a short disi> 
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tance from this' place, and immediately dispatched an Ex- 
press to the officers, directing them to use all possible ' dis- 
patch in getting their men to this place, as I had important 
service to perform. On their arrival, M^hich was about 
12 o'clock I discovered that they had only 20 pistols and 
neither cutlasses nor battle axes. But on application to 
Generals Smith and Hall of the regulars and militia, I was 
supplied with a few arms, and lien. Smith was so good On 
my request as immediately to detatch fifty men from the reg- 
ulars, armed with muskets. 

By 4 o'clock in the afternoon, I had my men selected 
and stationed in t\^o boats, which I had previously prepared 
for the purpose. With these boats, 50 men in each, and 
under circumstances very disadvantageous, my men having 
scarcely had time to refresh themselves after a fatiguing 
inarch of 600 miles, I put off from the mouth of Buffalo 
creek, at 1 o'clock the following morning, and at 3 I was 
along side the vessels. In the space of about ten minutes I 
had the prisoners all secured, the topsails sheeted home, and 
the vessels under way. Unfortunately the wind was not 
sufficiently strong to get me up against a rapid current into 
the Lake, where i had understood another armed vessel lay 
at anchor, and I was obliged to run down the river by the 
Forts, under a heavy fire of round, grape, and canister, from 
a number of pieces of heavy ordnance, and several pieces 
of flying artillery and compelled to anchor at a distance of 
about 400 yards from two of their batteries. After .the dis- 
charge of the first gun, which was from the flying artiHery, 
I hailed the shore, and observed to the officer, that if another 
gun was fired 1 would bring the prisoners on deck, and ex- 
pose them to the same fate we would all share — but notwith- 
standing, they disregarded the caution and continued a 
constant and destructive fire. One single moment's reflec- 
tion determined me not to commit an act that would subject 
me to the imputation of barbarity. The Caledonia had 
been beached, in as safe a position as the circumstances 
would admit of, under one of our batteries at the Black 
Rock. I now brought all the guns of the Detroit on one 
side next the enemy, stationed the men at them, and direct- 
ed a fire which was continued as long as our ammunition 
lasted and circumstances permitted. During the contest I 
^ndeavjorad to get the Detroit on our side by sending a 
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line, there being no wind, on ^hore, with all the line I coul<t 
muster; but the, current being so strong, the boat could 
not reach the shore. 1 then hailed our shore, and request* 
ed that warps should be made fast on land, and sent on 
board, the attempt to all whidi again prov^ed useless. As 
Abe fire was sucnaswouid, in all probability:, «ink the ves* 
;8el in a short time, I determined to drift tdown the river put 
of the reach of J;he batteries, and make a staind against the 
tiding artillery, {accordingly cut the ^cable, made sail 
with very light airs, and at that instant discovered that the 
pilot had abandoned me. I dropped astern for about 10 
nunutes, when I was brought up on our shore ^n Squaw 
Island — got the boarding boat ready, had the. prisoners 
put in and sent on shore, wiUi directions for 4;he officer to 
return for me and what property we could get from the 
hrig. Jj.e did not >eturn, owing to the difficulty in the 
1)oat's getting on shore. Discovering a skiff under the 
counter, 1 put Ihe four remaining prisoners in (the boat, and 
with my officers I wenton shore to bring the boat 6ff. I 
asked for protection :to the brig of Lieut. CoL Scott who 
readily gave it. A* this moment ] discovered a boat with 
^bout 40 soldiers from the British side, making for the brig. 
They got on board, but were soon compelled to abandon 
jier, with the loss of nearly all their men. Major Ormsbee, 
commandant of Fort£rie, and '60 privates wer^ killed, 
while on board. During the whole ^f this i;norning both 
«ides of the river kept up alternately a conti]:iual fire on the 
l>rig, and so much injured her that it was impossible to hav^ 
floated hei'. Before I left her, she had several shot of large 
size in her bends, her sails in ribbons, and rigging all cut 
to pieces. 

To my officers and men I feel under great obligation* 
To Capt. Towson and Lieut. Roach of the 8d regiment, of 
artillery. Ensign Prestnrian of the infantry, Capt. Chapin^ 
Mr. John M'Comb, Messrs. John Town, Thomas Dain, 
Peter Overstocks, and James Sloan, resident gentlemen of 
Buffalo, for their soldier and sailor like conduct. In sn 
word, sir, every man fought as if with their hearts animated 
only by the interest and honor of their country. 

The prisoners I have turned over to the military. The 
Detroit mounted fourteen long guns, and two small guns^ 
blunderbusses, pistols, muskets, cullasse$f, and boarding 
pikes. 
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The Caledonia belongs to the N. W. Company, loaded 
with furs worth I understood 8200,000. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

JESSE D. ELLIOT. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 
Killed 2— wounded 6. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 31— Prisoners 111. 

Extract of a ktterfrom Capt. Heald, 

Bated Pittsburg, Oct. 23, 1812. 
On the Irth of August last, I received orders from Gen-r 
Hull to evacuate the p€>st and proceed with ray command 
to Detroit by land^ leaving it at my discretion to dispose 
of the public property as I thought proper. The neighbor- 
ing Indians got the information as early as I did, and came 
in from all quartern in order to receive the goods in the 
factory store which they understood were to be given them. 
On the 13th, Capt. Wells, of fort Wayne, arrived with 
about 30 Miamies, for the purpose of escorting us in, by 
the request of General Hull. On the 14th I delivered the 
Indians all the goods in the factory store, and a consider- 
able quantity of provisions which we could not take away 
with us. The surplus, and ammunition i thought proper 
to destroy, fearing they would make bad use of it if put in 
their possession. I also destroyed all the liquor on hand 
soon after they began to collect. The collection was un- 
usually large for that place^ but they conducted with the 
strictest propriety till after I left the fort. On the 15th, at 
9 in the morning,, we commeneed onv mareh ; a part of 
the Miamies were detached in front and the remainder in 
our rear, as guards, under the direction of Capt. Wells* 
The situation of the country rendered it necessary for us ta 
take the beach, with the lake on our left, and a high sand 
bank on our right, at about 100 yards distance. We had 
proceeded about a mile and a half, when it was discovered 
that the Indians were preparing to attack us from behind 
the bank. I immediately marched up with the company 
to the top of the bank^ when the action commenced,; after 
firing one round, we charged, and the Indians gave way 
in front and joined those on our flanks. In about 16 min- 
utes they got possession of all our horses, provisions, arid 
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bagg-age of every description, and finding the Miatnies 
did not assist us, I drew off the men I had left and look 
possession of a small elevation in the open prairie out of 
shot of the bank or any other cover. The Indians did not 
follow me, but assembled in a body on the top of the bank^ 
and, after some consultation among themselves, made 
signs for me to approach them. I advanced towards them 
alone and was met by one of the Potawattamie chiefs cal- 
led the Black Bird, with an interpreter. After shaking 
hands, he requested me to surrender, promising to spare the 
lives of all the prisoners, ©n a few moments considera- 
tion, I concluded it would be most prudent to comply with 
his request, althoiugh I did not put entire confidence in his 
promise. After delivering up our arms, we were taken 
back to their encampment near the fort, and distributed 
among the difierent tribes. The next morning they set 
fire to the fort and left the place, taking the prisoners with 
them. Their number of warriors was between four and 
five hundred, mostly of the Potawattamie nation, and their 
loss, from the best information I could get, was about 15. ' 
Our strength was 54 regulars and 12 militia, out of which 
26 regulars, and all the militia were killed in the action, 
with two women and twelve children. Ensign George 
Ronan, and Dr. Isaac V. Van Voorhis of my company, 
with Capt. Wells of fort Wayne, are to my great sorrow, 
numbered among the dead. Lieut. Lina T. Helm, with 
25 non-commisioned officers and privates, and 11 women 
and children, were prisoners when we were separated. 
Mrs. Heald and myself were taken to the mouth of the riv- 
er St. Joseph, and, being both badly wounded, were per- 
mitted to reside with Mr. Burnet, an Indian trader. In a 
few days after our arrival there, the Indians all went off^to 
take fort Wayne, and in their absence I engaged a French- 
man to take us to Michilimackinac by water, where I gave 
myself up as a prisoner of war, with one of my sergeants. 
The commanding officer, Capt. Roberts, offered me every 
assistance in his power to render our situation comfortable 
while we remained there, and to enable us to proceed ox\ 
our journey. To him I gave my parole of honor and 
came on \fi Detroit and reported myself to Col. Proctor, 
who gave us a passage to Buffaloe^ from that place I came 
by the way of Presque Isle and arrived here yesterday. 
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L^terfrom Mr. S. T. Anderson enclonng <me from Com. 
Chauncey to the Secretary of tfte Navy. 
Sackett's Harbor, Nov. 18, 1812.— at night. 

SIR — Since the enclosed letter from the Commodore 
was written, the Growler has returned with a prize, and in 
lier Captain Brock, broths to the late General of tbaifc 
name, with the hag^gsige of the latter. By the prize we 
learned that the Earl Moira was oiTthe False Ducks, and 
the Commodore has put off in a snow storm in the hope 
of cutting her off from Kingston. 

From information receiTed from Capt. Brock, there is 
no question but that Kingston is very strongly defended. 
He expressed surprise to find our vessds had got out of the 
iiarbor after having been it ; and says that the regiment to 
which he belongs is quartered there, 500 strong, besides 
.other regulars, and a well appointed militia. The resis- 
tance made fully justifies this report. Be a^ured^sir, that 
in the action of which the Commodore has given you an 
account, the national honor has been most ably supported*. 
In great haste, &c. 

SAMUEL T. ANDERSON. 
Com. Chauncey to the Secretary of the Navy*> 

Sackett's Harbor, Nov. 13, 1812. 

SIR — I arrived befe last evening in a gale of wind, the 
pilots having refused. to keep the lake. On tl|& 8th 1 fell 
in with the Royal George, and chased her into the bay of 
duauti, where 1 lost sight of her in the might. On tlie 
morniBg of the 9th, we again got sight of her lying in 
Kingston channel. We gave chase, and' foUoweid ner in- 
to the harbor of Kingston, where we engaged her and the 
batteries for one hour and 45 minutes. I had made up n\y 
mind to board her, but sb^ was so well protected by %l^ 
batteries, and the wind blowing directly in, it was deeme4 
imprudent to make the attempt at that time ; the pilots al- 
so refused to take charge of the vessel. Url^ these 
circumstahces, and it being after sun down, I determme^ 
to haul -oS and renew the attack next morning. We beat 
up in good order under a heavy fire from the Royal Geurge 
and batteries, to 4 mile point, where we anchored. It 
blew heavy in squalls from the westward during the nighty 
and there was every appearance of a gale of wind. Xbe 
pilots l;>ecame aiarn^ed, an4 I thought it moi^t prudent t<» 

2» 
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get into a place of more safety. 1 therefore (very reluc- 
tantly) deferred renewing the attack upon the ships and 
forts until a more favorable opportunity. 

In our passage through the bay of Q^uantiy I discovered 
a schooner at the village of Armingstown, which we took 
possession of, but finding she would detain us (being then 
in chase of the Royal George) I ordered Lieut. Macpher- 
son to take out her sails and rigging and burn her, which 
he did. We also took the schooner Mary, Hall, from Ni- 
agara, at the mouth of Kingston harbor, and took her with 
us to our anchorage. The iicxt morning, finding that she 
could not beat through the channel with us, I oi^ered the 
sailing master of the Growler to take her under convoy and 
run down past Kingston, anchor on the east end of Long 
Island, and wait for a wind to come up on the east side, I 
was also in hopes that the Royal George might be induced 
to follow for the purpose ot retakmg our prize, but her com- 
mander was too well aware of the consequences to leave 
his moorings. 

We lost in this affair one man killed, and three slightly 
wounded, with a few shot in our sails. The other vessels 
lost no men and received but little injury in their bulls and 
sails, with the exception of the Pert, wnose gun bursted in 
the early part of the action, and wounded her commander 
(jailing master Arundel) Badly, and a midshipman and 
three men slightly. Mr. Arundel, who refused to quit the 
deck although wounded, was knocked overboard in beat- 
ing up to our anchorage, and, I am sorry to say, wai^ 
drowned. 

The Royal George must have received very considera- 
ble injury in her hull and in men, as the gun vessels with a 
long 82 pounder were seen to strike her almost every shot^ 
and it was observed that she was reinforced with troops four 
different times during tl)e action. 

It was thought by all the officers in the squadron that 
the enemy had more than thirty guns mounted at Kingston^ 
and from 1000 to 1,300 men. The Royal George protect- 
ed by this force was driven into the inn^ harbor, under the 
protection of the musketry, by the Oneida, and four ^mall 
schooners fitted out as gun boats; the Governor Tompkins 
Hot having been able to join in the action until about sun- 
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down, owing to the lightness of the winds, and the ^Pert'a 
gun having burst the second or third shot. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY, 

Oen. Van Hensselaer to ilie Secretary of War. 

H. Q,. LfiWiSTOWN, October 14, 1812. 

SIR— As the movements of the army under my com- 
fnand, since I had tlie lionor to address you on the 8tb inst. 
have been of a very important character, producing con* 
^sequences serioas to many individuals ; establishing facts 
actually connected with the interest of the service and safe- 
ty of the army ; and as I stand prominently responsible tor 
someofthesie consequences, I beg leave to explain to you, 
sir, and through you to my country, the sitnation and cir- 
cumstances in which I have had to act, and the reasons and 
motives which governed me ; and if the result is not all 
that might have been wished, it is such, that when the 
whole ground shall be viewed, 1 shall cheerfully submit to 
the judgment of my country. 

In my letter of the 8tb inst. I ;apprized you that a crisis 
in this campaign was rapidly advancing ; and that (to re-* 
peat the same words^ * the blow mmt be soon struck^ or all 
the toil and expence of the campaign go for nothing ; and 
worse tjian nothing, for the whole will be tinged with 
dishonor.^ 

XJndei such impressions, I had on the 5h inst. written 
to Brigadier-General Smyth, of the U. States' forces- re- 
jquesting an interview with him, Major-General Hall, and 
the commandants of the U. States' regiments, for the pur^ 

rise of conferring upon the subject of future operations, 
wrote Major-General Hall to the same purport. On the 
Jlth, I had received no answer from Gen. Smyth ; but in a 
note to me on the lOtb, Gen. Hall mentioned that Gen. 
Smyth bad not yet then agreed upon any day for consultas- 
tion. 

In the meantime, the partial success o£ Lieut. Elliot, at 
Black Rock, (of which however, I have received no official 
information) began to excite a strong disposition in the troops 
to act. This was expressed to me tlirough various chan^ 
nelsinthe shape of an alternative ; that they must have 
jordersto act ; or at all hazards, they would go home. I 
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forbear hefe commenting upOn the obvious cdnsequence$ 
to nje j>ersonally, of longer withholding my orders ond^r 
such circumstances. » 

I had a conference with as to the possibility of gel^ 

ting some person to pass over to Canada and obtain correct 
information. On the morning of the 4th, he wrote to me 
th'^t be had procured the man who4)ore his letter to ^o over. 
Instructions were given him; he passed over-^— obtained 
such information as warranted an immediate attack^ This 
was contidenlly communicated to several of my first officers, 
and produced great zeal to act ; more especially as it might 
haveacontroling effect upon the movements at Detroit, 
whereit was supposed Gen. Brock had gone with all the 
force he dared spare from the Niagara frontier. The best 

Si-eparations in my power were, therefore, made to dislodge 
le enemy from the Heights of Queenston, and possess our- 
selves of the village, where the troops might be sheltered 
from the distressing inclemency of the weather, 
' Lieut. Col. Penwick's flying artillery, and a detachttient 
of regular troops umler his command, were ordered to 
be up in season from Port Niagara. Orders' were also sent 
lo tien. Smyth to send down from Buffttlde, such detach- 
inents of his brigade as existing circumstances in that vi- 
cinity might warrant. The attack was to have been made 
at 4 o'clock in the morning of the 11th, by crossing ov^r 
in boats from the old ferry opposite the Heights, To avoid 
any embarrassment in crossing the river, (which is here a 
fiheet of violent eddies) experienced boatmen w^re procured 
to take the boats from the landing below to the place of eiu^ 
barkation. Lieut. Sim was considered the m^n of greatest 
skill tor this service. He went ahead, and in the extreme 
darkness, passed the intended place far up the river ; and 
there, in a most extraordinary manner fastened theboftt to 
the shore and abandoned the detachment. In the front 
boat he had carried nearly every oar which was pref^ired 
for ill the boats. \\\ this agonizing dilemma, stood officers ■ 
land naen whose ^rdor ha<? not been cooted by exposure 
through the night t6 one of the most tremendous north-east 
fitorms, ^hich continued ,unabated, for 28 hours, and deluge 
€d the whole camp. The approach of day light extin- 
guished every prospect of success, and the, ^etat^liment re- 
turned to camp. Col . Van, Rensseker was to have com- 
Waaded i|ie det^chmwtt 
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After tbi» result, I had hoped thfe ' pulieiice of tke troops 
^*ould have contiuued until i could submit the plan sug- 
gested ID my letter of the 8ih, that I might act .URder^aaid 
in conformity tu the opinion that mig'ht be then expressed* 
But niy hope was idle ; the previouHly excited ^irdor seemr 
^d to gain new h^rt from the late miscarriage — 'tlie brave 
were mortified to stop short of their ehject, and the timed 
thouglii laurels half woq by ao att^npt* . 

On the morning of .the 12tb» s»ich was the pfessore upoa 
me from all quarters, ths^t I became isatisfied that my refu- 
sal to act might involve me m suspicion and the service in 
disgrace* 

Yiewing ajBTairs at Buffaloe as y^ ausettled» I had im- 
mediately countermanded the march . of General Smy tb's 
brigade, upon the failure of the fnrsl; expedition ; but hav- 
ing now determined to attack dueenston, I sent new orders 
to Gen» Smyth to march ; not with ^e view of his aid in 
the attack, for I considerexl tha force detached sufficient, 
b^it to support the detachmept should the conflirt be obstiii^ 
ate and long continued. 

Lieut. CoL Chrystie, who had justarri ved at the four mile 
£reek, had late in the might of the first contemplated attack, 
gallantly offered me his own and his men's service ; but 
Ke got my permission to late. He now again came for^ 
-ward ; had a conference with Col. Van Rensselaer, begged 
that he might have the honor of a command in the expadi* 
tion. The arrangement was made. Gol. Yan. Rensselaer 
was to command one column of 300 . miUtia ; and Lieut 
Coh Cbrystie a column of the same number of regular 
troops. 

Every precaution was now adopted as to boats, and 
•the most confidential and experienced mep'to manage them. 
.At an^sarly hour in tiie liight, Lieut Col. Chrystie march^ 
ed his detachment, by the rear road, from Niagara to camp. 
At 7 o'clock in the evening, Lieut Col. Stranahan's regi* 
*ment moved from Niagara falls — at 8 o'clock^ Mead s— 
mid at 9 Lieut Cof. Blati' s regiment marched from the 
same place. All were in camp in good reason. Agreea- 
bly to my orders, issued upon this occasion, the two columns 
were to pass .over tc^€iher ; and as soon as the heights 
should be carried, Lieut Col. Fenwick*s fly mg artillery 
was to pass over ; tten Mnj iMullanVs detachment of reg-* 
ul^rs ; and other troops to follow in order. . 
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At dawn of day Ae iK>ate were in readiness, and the 
Iroaps commenced en^i^arkin^y under the cover of a com- 
manding^ battery, mounting two eighteen pounders, and 
two sixes. The me^vements were soon discovered, and a 
bnsk fire of musketry was poured from the whole line of 
the Canadian shore. Oar batteries then opened to sweep the 
ahore; but it wasforsomeminutes,too dark to direct much 
fire with safety. A brisk cannonade was now opened upon 
the boals from ttu*ee dif&rent batteries. Our battery returned 
their fire and occasionally threw grapa upon the shore, and 
was itself served with shells from a small mortar of the en- 
emy's. Col. Scott, of the artillery, by hastening his march 
from Niagara Falls in 4Jie night, arrived in season to returq. 
the enemy's fire with two six pounders* 

The boats w^^ somewhat embarrassed with the eddies^ 
as well as with a shower of shot ; but Col. Yan Rensselaer, 
with about 100 msn,. soon ^ecbed his landing amidst a 
tremendous fii'e directed upon him from every point; but 
to the astcHiishment of all who witnessed the scene, diis 
▼an of the column advanced slowly against the fire. It 
was a seriiKiS misfortune to the van, and indeed to the 
whole ^spedition, that in a few minutes after landing, CoL 
Van Rensselaer received four wounds — a ball passed 
through his right thigh, entering just below the hip bone — 
anothi^shot pai«ed through the i^ame thigh, a little below — 
the third through the calf of hit leg — and a fourth cartused 
iiifiheeL This was quite a crisis in the expedition. Uui- 
der so severe a fire it was difficult to form raw Jroops. By 
some mismanagement of the boatmen, Lieut. Col. Cbrystie 
did not arrive until some time after this, and was wounded 
in the hand in passing the river. Col. Yan Rensselaer was 
still able to stand ; and with great presence of mijnd order«- 
ed his officers to proceed with rapidity and storm the fort 
This service was gallantly performed, and the enemy driv^ 
en down the hill in 6vcry direction. Soon after this both 
parties w^e considerably reinforced, and the conflict was 
renewed in several places — many of the enemy took shel- 
ter behind a stone guard-house, where a piece of ordnance 
was now briskly served. I ordered the fire of our battery 
4lirected upon the guai*d-house ; and it was. so effectually 
done, that with 8 or 10 shot the fire was silenced. The eUf- 
^my then retreated behind a large store house i but in a 
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short time the roabbooame general, and the enemy's fire: 
was silenced except i'roin a one gun . battery, so far down 
the river as to be out of the reach of heavy ordnance, and 
our light pieces, could not silence it A number of boats 
now passed over unaniioyed, except from oiie unsilenced 
gun. For some tiriae after I had passed over, the victory 
appeared complete j bat in the expectation of further at<^ 
tacks, I was taking measurei^ for foi*tifying my camp imme. 
diately — the direction of this service 1 committed to Lieut. 
Totten, of the engineers. But very soon the enemy were 
reinforced by a detachment of several hundred Indiana 
from Chippewa — they commenced a furious attack, but 
were promptly niet aud routed . by the rifle and bayonet. 
By this time I perceived my troops were embarking very 
slowly. I passed immedia);ely over to accelerate their 
moveipf uts ; but to my utter astonishment, I found at the 
very moment when complete victory was in our han^, the 
ardor of the unengaged troops had entirely siubsided. I 
rode in all directions — urged men by every consideralioii 
to jpass over — ^butin vain. Lieut. Col. Bloom, who had 
been wounded in action, returned, mounted his borse, and 
rode through the camp ; as did also J udge Feck, who 
happened to be. here, exhorting the companies to proceed-^ 
but all in vain. 

At this lime a large reinforcement from Ifort George 
were discovered coming up the river. As the battery oo 
.the hill was considered an important check against their 
ascending the heights, measures were immediately taken to 
send them afresh supply of ammunition, as we had learnt 
there was left only twenty shot for the eighteen pounders. 
The reinforcement, however, obliqued tc^ the right from the 
road, and formed a junction with tlie Indians in the rear 
of the heights. Finding, to my infinite mortification, thsA 
no reinforcement would pass over ; seeing that another se- 
vere conflict most soon commence ; and knowing that the 
brave men on the heights were quite exhausted, and nearly 
out of ammunition, all I could do was to send them afresh 
supply of cartridges. At this critical moment, I despatched 
a note to Gen. Wadsworth, acquainting him with our situa- 
tion — leaving the course to be pursued much to his own 
jndgment — with assurance, that if he thought best to retreat, 
I would endeavor to send as many boiats as I could Qom« 
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maud, anid cover bis retreat by eirery fire I could (safely 
make* But the boats were dispersed — many of the boat- 
mea bad fled, panic struck — and but tew got off. But m^ 
n<^ could but little more than have reached Gen. Wads- 
worth about 4 o'clock, when a most severe and obstinate 
conflict commenced and continued about half an hour ^ 
with a tremendous fire of cannon, flying artill^y and mus- 
ketry. The enemy succeeded, in repossessing their batte- 
ry ; and gaining advantage on every side, the brave men 
who had gained the victory, exhausted of strength and ammu- 
nition, and grieved at the unpardonable i^eglect of their 
fellow-soldiers, gave up the conflict. 
. 1 can only add, that Uie victory was really won ;' but lost 
for the want of a small reinforcement. One third part ef 
the idle men might Itave saved all. 

I cannot injustice close this without expressing the very 
great obligation I am under to Brigadier-General Wads- 
worth, Col. Van Rensselaer, Col. Scott, Lieut. Cols. Chrystie 
and Fenvnck, and Capt. Gibson. Many others have also 
behaved most gallantly. As I have reason to believe that 
many of our troops fled to the woods, with the hope of 
crossing the river, I have notbeen able to learn the probable 
number of killed, wounded and prisoners.* The enemy 
have suffered severely. 

GbS^eral Brock, is among their slain, and his aid-de^ 
tamp mortally wounded* ;. 

J liave the honor to be, &c. 

STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAER, 



CHAPTER V. 

Documents accompanying the Presidents Message oj 
JSovember 4, 1812. 
Mr. Monroe to Mr. Riissell. 
DjepaktxMEnt OF State, July 27, 1812. 
SIR — I wrote you on the 26th of June, by Mr. Foster, a 
letter which he promised to deliver to you in person or by ' 
a safe hand. 

* It is since mcertcdncd that 90 regulavj^and militia were killei^ ani S90 
regulars and 37^Tm/»<to> ^i i^eing wtntnded^ 7iuule priaeners. 
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in that ktter you wei*e informed, that the Orders in 
Council, and other illegal blockades, and the impressment 
of onr seamen by Great-Britain, as you well knew beforep 
were theprincipalcause^of the war, and that if Ihey were 
removed, you might stipulate an armistice^ leaving them 
and all other groundjs of difference, for final and more pre-^ 
cise adjustment by treaty. As an ifndudetBent to the British 
government to discontinue the practice of impressment 
fvom our vessels, by which alone our seamen can be made 
secure, you were authorised to stipulate a prohibition^ by 
law, to be reciprocal, of the employment of British seamen 
in the public or commercial service of the U. States. As 
such an arrangement, which might be made completely 
effectual and satisfactory by suitable regulations and penal- 
ties, would operate almost exclusively in favor of Great- 
Britain, for as few of our seamen ever enter voluntarily into 
the British service, the reciprocity would be nominal ; its 
advantage to G. Britain would be mor^ than an equivalent 
for any she derives from impressment, which alone ought 
to induce her to abandon the practice^ if she had no other 
motive for it. A stipulation to prohibit by law the em- 
ployment of British seamen in the service of the U.- States, 
is to be understood in the sense and spirit of the constitution. 
The passage of such law must depend of course otf Con- 
gress, whoy it might reasonably be presumed, might give 
effect to' it. 

By authorising you to secure these objects as tlie grounds 
of an armistice, it w^ls not intended to restrict you to any 
precise fprm in whieb it should be done. It rs not particu- 
larly necessary that the several points should be specially 
provided for in the convention stipulating the armistice. 
A clear and disUnet understanding with the British go- 
vernment on the subject of impressment,, comprising in it 
the discharge of men already impressed, and on future ' 
blockades, if the Orders in Council are revoked, is all that 
is indispensable. The Orders in Council being revoked, 
and the pressed understanding on the other points, that is^ 
on blockades and imprei|sinjent, being first obtained, in a 
manner, though informal, to admit of no mistake or disa- 
greement hereafter, the instrument providing for the ar- 
mistice may assume a general form ei^pecially if more 
agreeaWe to the Briti^ih governmeut. Jt mav for example 
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be said ki general terms * Ibat; both powes being siucerely 
desirous to terminate tbe dttferences which unhappily sub-- 
mat between them, and equally so^ that full time should be- 
given for the adjustment thereof^ agree, 1st, that an armis^ 
tice shall take place for that purpose to commence on tbe 
day of. 

* 2. That they will forthwith appoint on each wde com-^ 
missioners with full power to form a treaty, which shall pro-^ 
vide, by reciprocal arrangements, for the secmdiy of their 
seamen from being taken or employed in the service of the- 
other power, for the regulation of their commerce, ^nd all 
other interesting questions now depending between them. 

^^3. The aninistice shall not ceafiie' without a previous no- 
tice by one te the other party o£ days^ and shall 
ilot be understood as having other eflS^t tbaiv merely to sus<> 
pend military operatioos by l^nd and sea/ 

By this yoa will perceive that the President is desirous^ 
of removing every obstacle to an accommodation whiciv 
consists merely of form, securing in a safe and satisfactory 
manner, the rights and interest of the U. States jn the^e two^ 
great and essential circumstances, as it is presumed^ tii|ij be 
accomplished by the proposed understanding ; he is wil- 
ling that iVsbould be done in a mannei* the most satisfactory 
and honorable to G. Britain, as well* as to the U. Slates. 

I have the honor, to be, &c«. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Mr. €f¥aJuim to Mr. Rmselt. 
Dbpartmei^t OF State, Aug. 9, 181'2. 
SIR— The Secretary left this city about te« days ago,, 
on a short visit to Virginia. Since that period Mr% Baker 
has^ inconsequence of Some despatches from his g^^vera- 
ment addressed to Mr. Foster, made to me a communica- 
tion respecting the intentions of liis govem^iment as regards 
the Orders in CbunciL It was of a character, however, so 
entirely informal and confidential that Mr.. Baker did not 
feel himself at liberty toiBakeitin the form of a note verbal 
or promenioria, or even to peiuuit me to take a memoran- 
dum of it at the time he made it. As it authorises an ex*-^ 
pectation tiiat something more precise and definite, in and 
official form, may soon be received by this gpvernment, it is 
the less necessary that 1 should go into an explanation of 
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thefiews of the President in relation to it| «iore ]>arti4Q)arly 
as the Secretary of State is daily expected, and will be able 
to do it in a manner more satisfactory. 
I Imve fcbe hoioor (o-be, (Sec. 

JOHN GRAHAM. 

Mr. Oraham to Mr. Russell 
DEPABTMEN7 Of* Sta^je, Aug. 10, 1812. 

SIR — ^Thinking tbat it may p<msibly be useful to you, I 
ido myself tbe honor to enctose you a memorandum of the 
^conversation between Mr. Baker and myself, alluded to in 
iny letter of yesterday's date. Frotn a conversation willi 
Mr. Baker since this itaeiKiorafidam was made, I find that t 
was correct in representing to the President that the inti*- 
matioQ from Mr. Foster, and the British authorities at Halir- 
fliis waft was to be understood as connected with a suspeo* 
#ion of liostiUties on the frontiers of Canada. Yours, 8(c. ^^ 

JOHN GRAHAM. 
MiBmarandwm referred U in tite €ibove ktter. 

Mr. Baker terbally communicated to me for the inform 
filiation of the President, that he iaiad received despatchea 
froni his government addressed to Mr. Foster, (dated t 
believe l£oirt the |.7th of J'one)6rom which he was author-^ 
ased tos^y, that an official declaration would be sent to thus 
icotlirtry, that the Orders in Council, so far as they afiGecteU 
the U. States, would be repealed on the 1st of Augac^ to 
be revived on die 1st of Mayt 1813, unless the conduct of 
the French govetrnment, and the result of the commumca^ 
lions ^ith the Amerioan government, should be such as, 
in the dpioion of his roajfesty, to render their revival unne* 
cessary. Mr. Baker moreover stated that the Oi'ders 
-would be revived, provided the Atnerican goveinment did 
not, wilJliiir fourteen days v^&t Ihey received the official 
declaration of their repeal, admit British armed vessels into 
their ports, Ihh) put an end to therestHetive laeaito^s ivbioh 
bad groAvn out of the Orders in Council. 

The despatches authorising this comqiunicatioii to the 
American government expressly directed that it should fae 
*)ade verbally, and Mr. Baker did not consider himself at 
fiberty to redtice it to writing;, even in tile form of a ilot# 
verbal, or* promemforia, or to sufl!er me to take a memoran* 
dumof biseommionfc&tionatthetimeliemade it.^ Iuodei> 
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stood frdmllim <liat the despatches had beenxKpaied i^yMr« 
Poster at Halifax, who in consequence of a conversation iie 
had bad with Vice Adipiral Sawyer, and Sir J. Sherhroke^ 
had authorised Mr. Baker to say, that these g)entleiiien would 
agree, is a measure Jeading to a suspension of hostilities, 
that alt captures made after a day to be fixed, should not 
be proceeded against immediafely, but be detained to awaijt 
the iTiiture decision of the two governments. Mr, Foster 
had not seen Sir George Prevost; but hiaid written to liita 
;by express, and did not dOubt but that he woiild agree to 
an arrangement for the tenfiporary suspension of hostilities. 
Mr. Baker also slated that he had received an authority 
froni Mr. Foster to act as charge d'affairs, provided th^ 
Anrierlcsin government would receive him in that eharac-r 
Jter, for the purpose of enabling him officially to icommuni- 
die th6 declaration which was to be expeded from the 
iBritish government ; * his functions to be understood, oS 
Course, as ceasing on the renewal of hostilities. I replied, 
that although, to sb general ' and informal a communica- 
tion, no answer might be necessary, and certainly fio par- 
iiculalr an Wj^r expected, j?et, I was authorised to say, that 
the commUnicaition is received with sincere satisfaetioD, as 
jt is hoped that the spirit in which it was authorised by bis 
government; may lead to such further' communications as 
will open thfe way not only to ah early arid satisfactory ter- 
ininatiOri bf existing hostilities, but to that entire adjustment 
of all the differences which produced tbein, and that perma- 
nent pea(5e and so|id friendship which ought to be mutual- 
ly desired by both coubtries,' and which is sincerely desired 
by this. With this desire, an authority was given to Mr: 
Russell on the subject of an armistice : as introductory to a 
final pa<iificatiqn, as has been ibade known to Mr. Foster, 
and the same desire will be felt on the receipt of the fur*^ 
ther and more particular commufiicaiionjs which ar^ 
flhortly to be expected with respect to tte joiot intimatioti 
from Mr. Foster and the authorities at Halifi^ on the sub*? 
ject of suspending judicial proceedings* in the case of mar- 
itime captures, tb be accompanied by a suspension of railir 
tary ofierations. The authority given to Mr. Russell just 
ialluded to, and of which Mr. Foster was the bearer^ is lull 
proof of the solicitude of the governraent of the IT. Stales 
to bring about a general sbspension of hostilities oil adoiis'^ 
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sibte terms/iii^ith as liittle delay as possible. It was not i^ 
be doubted therefm-e, that any other practical expedient for 
attaining' a similar result would be readily conGun*ed in. 
Upon the most favorable consideration, however, which 
eould be glveii to the expedient suggested > through him^ it 
did fiot appear to be reducible to any practicable shape to 
which thfc executive would be authorised to give it the ne- 
cessary sanction^ nor indeed is it probable that if it was less 
liable to insuperable difficulties, that it could have any ma<f 
terial effect previous to the result of the pacific advance 
made by this government, and which must it favorably re- 
ceived, become operative as soon as any otlier arrangement 
that could now be made. It was stated to Mr. Baker, 
tlm^ the President did not, under existing circumstances^ 
consider Mr. Foster as vested with the power of appointing 
9 charge d 'afiairs- : but that no difficulty in point pf form, 
would be made, as any authentic communication through 
him, pr any other channel, would be received with Medr 
tion and respect 

Mr. Monroe to Mr. Russell. 
Department of State, Aug, 21, 1812. 

j^frac/.] &1R— My last letter to you was of the 27th 
of July, and was forwarded by the British packet Althea^ 
underthe special protection of Mr. Baker. The object of 
thai letter, and of the next preceding one of the 26th of 
Jnne, waid to invest you with power to suspend by an annis- 
tice, on such fair conditions as it was presumed could no^ 
be rejected, the operation of the war, which had been 
brought on the U. States by the injustice and violence of 
the British government. At the moment of the declara* 
tion of war, the President, regretting the necessity which 
produced it, looked to its termination and provided for it, 
and happy will it be for both countries, if the dispositi<m 
fell;, andthe advances made on his part, are entertained and 
met by the British government in a similar spirit. 

You will have seen by the note forwarded to you by Mr. 
Grahamf of Mr. Baker s communication to him, that Mr. 
Foster had authorised him to state that the commanders of 
the British forces at Halifax would agree to a suspension, 
after a day to be fixed, of the condemnation of prizes, to 
awaiithe decision of both govertiments, without however 
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Jr^ventiDg captures on either side. It af^iurs sbo, 1^ 
f r. Foster had promised to conmianicale with Sir George 
PreTost, and to advise him to propose to our governmedt 
an armistice. 

Sir George Pre^osl has since proposed to General Sear- 
born, at the suggestion of Mr. Foster^ a suspension of of- 
fensite Operations by land^ in a letter which was transmit^ 
ed by the General to die Secretary of War. A provisional 
agreement was entered into between General De^bora 
and Colonel Baynes^ the British adjutant-GenetaU bearer 
of General Prevost's letter, that neither party should aefc 
4ifiensi?ely before the decision of our government should be 
taken on the subject 

Since my return to Washington, tlie document alluded 
to in Mr, Foster's despatch, as finally decided 6n by the 
^itish government, has been handed to me by Mr. Baker, 
vitb a remark, that its authenticity might be relied on. 
Mr. Baker added that it was not improbaUe, that the, Ad^ 
miral at Halifax might agree likewise to ^ suspefisioii of 
captures, though he did not profess to appear to be acquaintr 
e4 with his sentiments on that poinjt. 

On full consideration of all the circumstainces whicU 
Ibierit attention, the President regrets thai it is not in hi^ 
power to accede to the proposed arrangement. The itol^ 
lowing are among the principal reasons which have pro^ 
duced this decision* 

1st The President has no power to suspend judicial 
{iroceedings on prizes. A capture, if lawfoU vests a riglfril 
over whi^h he has no control. Nor could he prevent cap-> 
tores otberwi4»e than by an indiscriminate i'ecal of th0 
commissions granted to our privateel's, which he could noi 
justify under existing circumstances. 

2d. The proposition is not made by the British govern^ 
isent norifilher^ any certainty that it would be approve4 
by it. The proposed arrangement^ if acced«d to, might 
not be observed by the British officers themselves,, if their 
government, in consequence of the war, should give them 
instructions of a different character, even if they were g}v<« 
en without a knowledge of the arrangement 

Sd. No security is given, or proposed^ as to tiiid Indians^ 
nor could any be relied on. They have engaged in tlie 
war on tlieside of the British government, and are now pro^ 
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sieeniin^ it with vigor, in their usual savage mo^e. They 
«an only he re$trftined hy forces wh^n once let loo8^, ao4 
&at force ha$ already been ordered out for that purpose. 

4tb. Th« proposition is not reciprocal, becw^ it refstrsyin* 
the United States from acting where their power i« great- 
est, and leaves Great-Britain at liberty, and gives her time 
to augment her fQrces in our neighborhood. 

5th. That 9^ a principal object of the war is to obtaia^ 
redress against the British practice of impressment, aqk 
agreement to suspend hostilities even before the British 
government is heard from on that subject, might be co«t- 
aidered a relinquishnaent of that claim. 

6th. It is the more objectionable^ and of the less impor* 
tance, in consideration of the instructions heretofore given 
you, whichr if met by the British government, may have 
s^lready produced the same result in a greater extent an4 
more satisfactory form,^ 

I miglitadd^tbatthe declaration Hself is objecttoaable^ 
in many respects, partiisularly tte following— 

1st. Because it averts a right in the British government 
to restore the Orders in Council, orany part thereof, to their 
full effect on a principle of retalktion on France,, undei?- 
circumstances of which she alone is to judge j. a right 
which this government cannot admit, especially in the exr 
tent heretofore claimed, and Kted on by the British gov- 
ernment.. 

2d. That the repeal is founded exclusively on the Frenclir 
Decree of the 28lh of April, 18H, by which the repeal 
of the Deci*ees of Berlin and Milan, announced on the 5th 
of August, 1810, to take effect on the 1st of November, of 
that year, at which time their operation actually ceased, is^ 
disregarded, as are the claims of the U, States arising 
from the repeal on, that day, even according to the British 
pledge, 

3d. That even if. the XJ. States had no right to claim the 
repeal of the British Oiders^ in Council prior to the French 
Decree of the 28th of April, 181 1, nor oefore the notifica- 
tion of that Decree to the British government, on the 20th 
of MaVf of the present year, the British repeal ought to 
have borne date, from that day, and been subject to none 
of the limitetioas altc^ched to it. 
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rrhese remaHis on thedeclftration of tbe prioce recent, 
lirhich are not pursued with rigors nor ijcL the full ext^g^t 
M^hich Uiey miglit be^ are applicable to il^ih relation to the 
itate of thtn^ which existed before tbe determination « of 
tbe U. States to resigt the aggressions of the British gov- 
ernment by war. By that determination^' the relations be- 
tween the two countries have been altogether changed, and 
it is only by a termination of th^ war^ or by aieasures lead- 
ing to it, by consent of both goTernments» that its calami^- 
ties can be closed or mitigated* It is not now a question 
whether the declaration of tbe prince regent is such as 
ought to have produced a repeal of the non-importatioa 
act, had war not b^n declared, because, by the declara- 
tion of war, that question is superceded^ and the non-im*'' 
portation act having been continued in force by Congress, 
and become a measure of war, and among the most efficient^ 
it is no longer subject to the control of the Executive in the 
sense, and for the purpose for which it was adopted. The 
declaration, however, of the prince regent, will not be with<^ 
out effect. By repealing the Orders in Council without 
reviving the blockade of May, 1806, or any other illegal 
blockade, as is understood to be tbe case, it removes a great 
obstacle to an accommodation. The President considers 
it an indication of a disposition in the British goVeniment 
to accommodate the ^ifferenoes which subsist between- the 
two countries, and I am instructed to assure you, that, if 
such a disposition really exists, and is persevered in, and is 
extended to other objects, especially the important one of 
impressment, a durable and happy peace and reconciliation 
cannot fail to result from it 

Mr. Russell to Mr, Monroe. 

LoNBON, Sept, 1, 181^ 

SIR — ^You will perceive by the enclosed copies of notes 
which have passed between lord Castlereagh and me, that 
tbe moderate and equitable terms proposed for a susp^en- 
sion of hostilities, have been rejected, and that it is my in- 
tention to return immediately to the United States. 

My continuance here, after it has been so broadly iijti- 
mated to me by his lordship, that I am no longer acknowl- 
edged in my diplomatic capacity, and after a knowledge 
that instructions are given to the British Admiral to nego- 
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liiate ttn arrangement on the other side of the Atlantic, 
would, in my view of the subject^ not only be useless but 
improper. 

It is probable, however, that the vessel in which I pro- 
pose to eml^ark will not take her departure before the Idlh 
or 20th of this month. 

I have the honor to be^ &c. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL, 



Mr. RusseU to lord Caslkreagh. 

London, Aug. 24, 1812. 
My lord— It.is only necessary, I trust, to call the attention 
of yuur lordi»hipto a review of the conduct of the govemuieut 
of the U. States, to prove incontrovertibly its unceasing anx^ 
iety to maintain the relations of peace and friendship with lu 
Britain. Its patience in suffering the many wrongs whi<;h 
it has received, and its perseverance in endeavoring by am- 
icable means to obtain redress, are known to the world. 
Despairing at length of raceivingthis redress from the Jus- 
tice of the British government, to which it had so often ap- 
plied in vain, and feeling that a further forbearance would 
be a virtual surrender of rights and interests essential to the 
prosperity and independence of the nation confided to its 
protection, it has been compelled to discharge its high duty 
' by an appeal to arms. While^ however, it regards thii? 
course as the only one which remained for it to pui*sue 
with a hope of preserving any portion of that kind of char- 
acter which constitutes the vital strength of every nation, 
yet it is still willing to give another proof of the spirit 
which has uniformly distinguished its proceedings, by seek- 
ing to arrest, on terms consistent with justice and honor, 
the calamities of war. It has, therefore, authorised me to 
stipulate with his Britannic mujesty^s government an ar- 
mistice to commence at or before the expiration of sixty 
days after the signature of the instrijment providing for it^ 
on condition that the Orders in Council be repealed, tyid 
no illegal blockades to be substituted to them, and that 
orders be immediately given to discontinue the impress- 
ment of persons from American vessels, and to restore the 
citizens of the United States already impressed ; it being 
moreover well understood that the British government will 
assent to enter into definite arrangements^ as soon $^ maf 
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be; on these and every other diffei*erice, by a trealy to be 
concluded either at London orWashhigton, as on an im* 

Sartial consideration of existing circumstances shall be 
eemed most expedient. 

As an inducement to G. Britain to discontinue the prac- 
tice of impressment from American vessels^ I am authoris- 
ed to give assurance that a law shall be passed (to be recip- 
rocal) to prohibit the employment of British seamen in the 
public or commercial service of the U. States. 

It is sincerely believed that such an arrangement would 
prove more efiicacions in securing to G. Britain her sea- 
men> than the practice of impressment, so derogatory to 
the sovereign attributes of the U. States, and so incompali- 
ble with the personal rights of their citizens. 

Your loixlship will not be surprised that I have present- 
ed the revocation of the Orders in Council as a preliminary 
to the suspension of hostilities, when it is considered that 
the act of the British government of the 23d of June last, 
ordainingthatrevocation, is predicated on conditions, the 
performance of which is rendered impracticable by the 
change which is since known to have occurred in the rela- 
tions between the two countries. It cannot now be ex- 
pected that the government of the U.^ States will immedi- 
ately on due notice of that act, revoke or cause to be re- 
voked its acts, excluding from the waters and harbors of 
the U. States all British armed vessels, and interdicting 
commercial intercourse with G. Britain. Such a proce- 
dure would necessarily involve consequensestoo tinreasonr 
able and^xtravagant to be for a moment presumed. — The 
Order in Council of the 2-3d of June last will, therefore ac- 
cording to its own terms be null and of no eSeeU and a new 
act of the British government, adapted to existing circum^ 
stances, is obviously required for the effectual repeal of the 
Orders, in Council of which the United States complain. 

The government qi the U. States considers indemnity 
for the injuries received under the Orders in Council and 
other Edicts, violating the rights of the American nation, 
to be incident to their repeal, and it beliijves that satisfaco- 
ry provision will be made in the definite treaty, to be here- 
after negociated, for this purpose. 

Ifbe conditions now offered to the British government 
fo.r the termination of the war by an armistice as abore 
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stated, are so moderate and just in themselves^ and so en« 
tkely consistent with its interest and honor, that a confi- 
dent hope is indulged that it will not hesitate to accept 
them. In so doing it will abandon no right; it will sacri- 
fice no interests ; it will abstain only from violating the 
rights of the U. States, and in return it will restore peace 
with the jK)wer from whom in a friendly commercial in- 
tercourse no many advantages are to be derived. 

Your lordship is undoubtedly aware of the serious diffi- 
culties with which the prosecution of the war, even for a, 
short period, must necessarily embarrass all future attempt^ 
at accotnniodation. — Passions exasperated by injuries — 
alliances or conquests on terms which forbid their abandon- 
ment — will inevitably hereafter embitter and protract a 
contest which might now he so easily and happily termi- 
nated. 

Deeply impressed with these truths, I cannot but per- 
suade myself that his royal highness, the prince regent will 
take into his early consideration, the propositions herein 
made on behalf of the D. States, ?ind decide on them in a 
spirit of conciliation and justice. , 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

JONATHAN RUSSEtL. 

Lord Castlereagh to Mr. RttsseU. 

Foreign Office, Aug. 29, 1812. 

SIR^ — Although the diplomatic relations between the 
two governments have been terminated, by a declaration 
of war on the part of the U. States, I have not hesiitated, 
under the peculiar circumstances of the case, and the au- 
thority under which you act, to submit to the prince regent 
the proposition contained in your letter of the 24th inst. fov 
a suspension of hostilities. 

Ffom the period at which your instructiona umst bav^ 
been issued, it is obvious, that this overture was determin- 
ed upon by the government of the U. States,, in ignoranoe 
of the Order in Council of the 23d of June last, and a3 you 
inform me that you are not at liberty to depart from the coa*- 
ditious set forth in you letter, it only remains for me to ac^ 
cjuaintyou that the prince regent feels himself under the 
necessity of declining to accede to the proposition thSreiu 
contained, as being on various ground^ aUsolutely irxarV 
missible. 
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As soon as there was reason to apprehend^ that Mr. Fos^ 
ter^s fanctions might have ceased in America, and thai he 
might have been obliged to withdraw himself, in conse-t 
queiica of war having been declared, from the U» Slates, 
before the above mentionedOrder of the i^ of June, and 
the instructions consequent thereupon, could have reached 
him, measures were taken for authorising the British Ad? 
miral pn the Avperican station, to propose to the goreriiT 
Qient of the U. States, an immediate and reciprocal rcr 
vocation of ail hostile Orders, with the tender of* giving ful| 
fsffecty in the event of hostilities being discontinued, to ih^ 
provisions of the sai4 Order, tipofi the conditions Iherein 
specified. 

From this statement you will perceive that the view yon 
have taken of this part of the subject is incorrect; and that 
in the present state of the relations between the two coan* 
tries, the operation of the Order of the 93d June, can only 
be defeated by a refusal on the part of your government t^ 
desist from hostilities, or to comply with the conditions ex? 
pressed in the said Order. 

Under the circumstances of your having no powfrs to 
liegociate, I must decline entering into a detailed discus;? 
^ionof the prpppsi);ipns which you hay^ been directed tq 
bring forward. 

1 cannot, however, refrain on one single point, from ext 
i)ressing my surprise ; nauiely, that, as a condition preliim 
mary even to a suspension of hostilities, the government of 
the U. States, should have thought fit to demand, thsct the 
Brrtish government should desist from its ancient and ac- 
customed practice of impressing British seamen frpm the 
merchant ships of a foreign state, simply pn thp assurance 
that a law shall hereafter be passed to prohibit the employr 
ment of British seaman in tji^ public qr comm^^rcial service 
of that statp« 

The British government now, as heretofore, is r^ady t# 
receive ifrom the government of the U. States, and amicar 
bly to discuss, any proposition which professes tp have in 
•view either to checl^ abuse in th^B eyercise of the practice pf 
impressment, or to accomplish by means less liable to yex^- 
atiqn, the object for whiph in^pi'^^smpnt has hitherto been 
found necessary, but they cannot consent to suspend the 
exerckie of i^ right upqii wl^icb the na.i^ai strength of ttl^ 
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ampire matDly d^pen^s^ uniU tfaey^ are fully convinced ^t 
means cati be devised^ and wi41 be adopted, by wbicfa the 
abject to be obtained by the exercise of that rigbt, C9ii be 
^efiectiially secured. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

CASTLEREAGH. 

Mr. RusiiB to lord Castlereagh. 

ho^jyoVf September 1, 1612. 

My lord — 1 have beard with much regret, by your 
lordship^s note, dated the the 29ih olt which I did not re* 
eeive unM this naorning, that tbe prince regent has thought 
proper to decline to accede to the proposition for a sospenp^ 
fion of liostilities, contained in my note of the 24tti of Aug. 
' It has been matter of surprise to me that my view with 
regard to the revocation of the Order in CSouncil of ihe 23d 
of June last, should have been considered to have been iv^ 
eorreet, when it appear^ by your lordship's note that the 
Bi'itish government itself had deemed it necessary to gi^e 
powers to the British Admiral to stipulate for its full efiect, 
and thereby admitted diat a new act was required for that 
Ipurpose. 

It now only remains for me to announce to you lordsliip 
thai it is mv intention to embark immediately at Plymoiilh, 
0n board the diip Lark, for the U. States, and to request 
^t permission may be granted, a soon as nmy be, for the 
^embarkation of my servants, baggage, and tibe effscta of 
this legation, and that the necessary passports nlay be fiirn* 
iihed for my own, and their safe conduct to that destination. 

I avail myself of this occasion to apprize your lordship 
that I am authorised by the government of the U. States, to 
les^ve Reuben Gaunt fieasely, Esq. as its agent Am* prisoners 
pf war in this country, and to desine thikt evei^ necessary fa- 
cility may be aflTorded him in the exercise of that trust, by 
Ihe ^itish government. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 

JUr. RttsseU to Mr. Menree. 

LoKiKyN, Sept 3, 1812. 
SIR — ^I enclose herein 'a copy of a note, received yester- 
llayfrom lord Gastlereag^, whii^ will acquaint you that I 
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Imye (fbtaitied my passportis to return to the U. Slates^ and 
thai Mr. Beasely is permitted to remain here as agent for 
pnsofiers of war. 

ImmediateiyK>n demanding my passport I addressed to 
the consnls a circular of which you will also find a copy en-^ 
closed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. • 

JONATHAN RUSSELI4. 

Lord Castlereagh to Mr. Russell. 

Foreign Office, Sept. 2, 1812. 

SIR' — I haveiaid before his royal highness, the prince 
regent, yolir letter of the 1st instin which you announce 
your intentidh to embark immediately at Plymouth oniioard 
the ship Lark, for the U. States. 

I have already had the honor of forwarding to you an 
Admiralty ord^r for the protection of that ship as a cartel, 
<m her voyage to America, and I herewith enclose to you 
k passport for the free embarkation of yourself and famiily, 
in comformity to your request. The lords commissisners 
of his majesty's treasury will issue directions to the commis- 
sioners of the customs to give every facility to the embarka- 
tion of your effeotg. 

If prevk)us to your departure from England, you can 
point out to meuny particular manner in which lean facil- 
itate your arrangements, I beg that you will command my 
senrices. 

His royal highness has commanded me to signify to you, 
for the information of your government, that there will be 
no difficulty in allowing Mr. R. G. Beasely, as stated in 
your letter, to reside in this country, as the tJ. State*s agent 
for prisoners of war. v^^ 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

CASTLEREAGH, 

Sir J. B. Warren to Mr. Monroe. 

Halifax, No\ a Scotia, Sept. 30^ 1 812. 
SIR— The departure of Mr. Foster from America, has 
devolved upon me the charge of making known to you, for 
the information of the erovernment of the U. States, the sen- 
timents entertained by his royal highness, the prince regent, 
upon the existing relations of the two countries. ^ 
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You wttlobierve, from tbe encfosed copy of ati Order in 
Council bearing date the 29d of June, 1812^ that the Or- 
ders in Council of the 7tb of January, 1807, and the-2tith of 
April, 1809, creased to exist nearly at the sam^ tinoe that 
the government of the U. States declared war against his 
•^^majestjf. . 

Immediately oil the receipt of this declaration in Londeo, 
the Order m Council, of which a copy iii herewith enclosed 
to you, was issued on the 3 1st day of July, for the eo^drgo 
and detention of all American ships. 

Under these circumstances, I am commanded to propose 
to your government the immediate cessation of hostilities 
^ between the two countries and I shall be most happy to be 
theinstriiment of bringing about a reconciliation, so interes- 
ting and beneficial to America, and G. Britain* 

I therefore proppse to you, that the government of the IT. 
StatesofAmericashall instantly recall their ktt^sof marque 
and reprisal against British ships, t<^etber with all or^ 
ders and instructions for any acts of hostility whatever 
against the territories of his majesty^ or the persons or pro* 
perty of his subjects ; with the understanding, that, imme- 
diately on my receiving from, you an official assurance to 
that effect, I shall instruct all the officers under my cooi- 
'" mand to desii^ from corc^es^ponding .measures, of wm*, 
' against the ships and property of. the U. States, and that I 
nhall transmit without delay, corresponding intelligence lo 
' the several parts of the world where bostilitiies. may have 
> commenced. The British commanders in which, will . be 
required to discontinue hostilities from, the receipt of sueh 
notice. 

Should the American government accede to the above 
proposal for terminati4ig hostilities, I am authorised to ^^ 
range with you as to the revocation of the laws whick in- 
terdict the commerce and ships of war of^G. Britain from 
' the harbors and waters of the P, States; in the default of 
' which revocation within such reasonable period as may be 
agreed upon, you will observe by the order of ib^ 23d June, 
the Orders in Council of January, 1807/ and April, 1801^, 
are to be revived. 

The officer who conveys this letter'to the American coast 
has received my orders to put to sea immediately upon the 
delivering of this dispatch Jto the competent authority; wd 
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I eamestly recommend tbaf no time may be loA .in ooau 
moDicating to me the dectsicm of your gov^nimeot, persiiad-' 
ed as I feel thai it cannot bat be of a natare to lead <to li 
gpeedy termination of the present different. 

The flag of truce which yoa may charge with yom* t^ 
ply will find one of my craisers at Sandy Hookf ten daya 
after the landing of this despatch, which 1 have directed to 
oall there with a flag of truce for that purpose. 

I have honor to be, &c. 

JOHN BORLASB WAREEN. 

jl/n Monroe to sir J. B. Warren. » 

D£PAETAfi>KT OF State, Oct. 27, 18X2. 

SlR--^I have had the honor to receive your tetter of the 
30th uU. and to submit it to the consideration of the Presidents 

It appears that you are authorised to propose a cessation 
of hostilities between the U. States and G. Britain, on the 
ground of the repeal of the OMers in CounciU and in case 
the proposition is acceded to, to take measures in concert 
with this government, to carry it into complete effect on 
both sides. 

You state, also that you have it in chargCi in that eveaf^ 
to enter into an arrangement with the government of the U« 
States for the repeal of the laws which interdict the ships of 
war and the comnierce of G. Britain from the harbors and 
waters of the U. States. And you intinrmte, that if the 
piroposition is not acceded to, tl^ Orders iu Gonncit (repeal- 
ed conditionally by that of the 23d of June last) will be revi- 
ved against the commerce of the U. Slates. 

I am instructed to inform you, that it will be very satis- 
factory to the President to meet the British government in 
such arrangements as may terunnate without delay the hos- 
tilities which now exist between the U. Statesand G. Bri- 
tain, on conditions honorable to both nations. 

At the moment of the declaration of war, the President 
ipave a signal proof of the attachment of the U. States to 

J^eace. Instructions were given at Uiat early period to the 
ate charge d'affitirs of the \J. States at London, to pro- 
pose to the British government an armistice on conditions 
wbi^ it was presumed would have been satisfactory. It 
has been seen with regret that the popositions made by 
Mr. ]Vloun>e^ particularly in reg^ard to the important luter- 
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mA oi' ioipressiiieQt^ wasf cejected^ aad that none was offered 
Uirough that channel, as a basis ou which hostilities might 
cease. 

As your government has authorised you to propose a ces« 
fation of hostilities, and is doubtless aware of the important 
and salutary eifect which a satisfactory adjustoient of this 
difference cannot fail to have on the future relations be- 
tween the two countries* I indulge the hope that it has, ere 
this, given you full power for the purpose. Experience 
Jias sufficiently evinced that no peace can be durable qnless 
this object is provided for. It is presumed, therefore, that 
it is equally the interestof both countries to adjust it at this 
lime. 

Without further discussing questions of right, the,Presi- 
-dent is desirous to provide a remedy for the evils complain- 
<^d of on both sides. The claim of the British govern* 
ment Is to take from the i|i<^K'chant vessels of other coun- 
tries British subjects. In the practice, the commanders of 
the British ships ojf war often take from the merchant ves« 
Ms of the U. States, American citizens. If the U. States 
prohibit the employment of British subjects in their service^ 
and inforce the prohibition of suitable regulations and pen^ 
alties, the motives for the practice is taken away. It is in 
this mode that the President is willing to accommodate 
this important controversy with the British government, and 
it cannot be conceived on what^ ground the arrangement 
can be refused. 

A suspension of the practice of impressment, pending 
the aripistice, seems to be a necessary consequence. It 
cannot be presumed, while the parties are engaged in a 
negociation to adjust amicably this important difference,^ 
that the U. States would admit, the right or acquiesce in 
the practice of the opposite party; or that G. Britaia 
would be unwilling to restrain her cruizers from a practice 
which would have the strongest tendency to defeat the no* 
' gociation. It is presumable that both pairties would enter 
into the negociatipn with a sincere desire to give it effect* 
For this purpose it is necessary that a clear and distinct 
understanding be first obtained between them, of the ac-f 
commodation which each is prepared to make. If the 
British government is willing to suspend the practice of 
imprefi^sment from American vessels, on considerat^pn that 



Digitized by 



Google 



thef U. Stales wi!I eicltide British seamen from their ser- 
vice, the regulations by Which this campromise should be 
carried into e^ect would be solely the object of negociation* 
The armistice t?ould be of short duration. If the parties 
agreed> peace would be the result. If the negociation 
failed, each uould be restored toils former state, and ta 
all il.^ pretensions, by recurring to war. 

Lord Castlereagh, in his note to Mr. RusseU, Seems to 
have supposed^ that had the British government accepted^ 
the propositions made to it, G. Britain woald have suspends 
cd Tmil[iediately the exercise of a right, on the mere assur- 
ance of this government that a law would be afterwards 
passed toprotiibit the employment of British seamen in the 
service of the ir. States, and that G. Britain would have na 
agency in the regulation to give effect to that proposition^ 
Such an idea was not iti the contemplation of this govern* 
&ent, nor is to be reasonably inferred from. Mr. tlusseirs^ 
tiote; lest, however, by possibilitv such an inference might 
be drawn froib instructions to Mt Russell, and anxious: 
that ther^ should be ho misnnderstanding in the case, sub- 
sequent instructions Were given to Mr. Russell with a 
View t6 obviate every objection Of the kind alluded tow 
As they bear date on Sllth July, and were forwarded by 
the British packet Althea,. it is more than probable thai 
they may hav^ been received and acted on. 

I am happy to explain to you thus fully the views of my 
g^overnraent on this inipi^rtant subjectr . iThe President de- 
sires that the war which exists between our countries should 
be terminated on such conditions as may secure a solid 
and durable peace. To accomplish this great object it is. 
, necessary that the interest of impressment be satisfactorily 
arranged He is willing that G. Britain should be secured 
i^aiirsl! the evils of which she complains. He seeks on the 
other hand that the crtizeiu of the tj. States should be pro- 
tSscted against a practitce; which, while it degrades the na- 
tion, 'deprives them of their rights as. freemen, takes them . 
by force froth their families and their country into a for* 
e\gn service, to fight the battles of a* foreign power, per* 
haps agalrtst their own kindred and country. 
; r abstain from entering, in this communcation, into other 
gromids of difference. The Oders in Council having been 
i-^peuled>(wilh a reservation not impairing a corresponding. 
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right on the part of llie 0. States) ^nd no Ulegal block- 
ades revived or iiistiiuted in their stead, apd an ^nd«r-^ 
standing being obtained on the ^pbject of jmpresstpeuty in 
the mode herein proposed, the President is willing to agree 
to a cessation of hostilities, with a view to arrange by tf^o- 
IVf in a more distinct and ample manner, and to the satis- 
^ction of both partie.% every other subject of controversy. 

I will only add th^t if there be no objection to an acoom- 
fiiodation of the diflference relating to impressment, in the 
mode proposed, «ther than the suspension of the British 
claim td >i»pre.ssti2ent during the armistice, tliere'can be 
none to proceeding, without the armistice, to an immedi- 
ate discussion and arrangj^ment of an article on that subject. 
This great question being satisfectorily adLjusted^ tlie Mray 
will be open either for an armistice er any other course. 
leading most conveniently and cicpeditiousiy to a general 
imeification. 1 bare tha hono^ to be,&c, 

JAMES MONROE. 

BBrriSHfcHALIJSNGE- 

Ignorant of the fate of the blusbering Dac$'€&, ^iVJamet 
Veo, of the Southampton frigate, $eot the foUowihg peliM 
challenge to €apt. IJ!. Porter, commander ^ the frigate 
^ssex. The kinff, ^ the fountain of honor/ dubbed m 
j^mes, a knight ; we wished Capt Porter tl^ pleasure of 
«i^t^66m^ him into a gentleman^ 

i ^ A passenger of the brig Lyon from Havanna to NSbWr 
ITork, captured by the frigate Southampton, sir James Yeo\ 
^^mimand^, is requested by sir James Yeo, to' present hit 
compliments to Capt Porter, commander of the American 
frigate Essex, would be glad io have a^e^-<a-te/ie any where 
b^ween the capes of Delaware and thje Havanna, .when be 
Vi^buld have the pleasure to break his own sword over hii^ 
damned head and put him down forward in irons/ >. 

AMERICAN ACCEPTANCE. 

V jQapt. Porter, of the £J. States irigate Essex, presentt; 
|ii^ compliments to sir James Yeo, commandmg bis Hk\0^ 
tfmnic majesty's frigate Southampton, and accepts witk 
pleasure his polite invitation* If agreeable to sir Jame^ 
Capt Porter would prefer meeting, near the Delaware^ 
where, Capl* P* pledges his honor to sir James, that no 
other American vessel shall interrupt their tete^a-lete. 
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The Essex may be known by a flag bearing the motto-^ 

FRBE JRAJ}E AND SAILORS* RIGHTS ; 

And when that is struck to the Southampton Capt.Porlcfr 
^ill deserve the ti*eatment promised by sir James. 
Fhiladelpkia, Sept. 18, 1812. 



CHAPTER VI. 

JONES' VICTORY— AND C APTURB. 
Capt Jones to the Secretary oj the Navy. >. 

New-York, Nov.24, 181«. : 

SIR — ^I here avail myself pf the first opportunity of \n^ 
fbrmnig you of the occurrences of oiir craise, which fer- 
]&H\ated in the capture of the Wasp on the lOtfa of Oct. by 
the Poictiers of 74 g^ns« white a wreck from damages re- 
ceived in an engagement with the British sloop of war Frolic, 
of 22 guns ; sixteen of them thirty-two pouud carrot* 
ades, and four twelve pounders on the main aeck and two 
twelve pounders, carronades, on the top-gallant«forecastIe| 
making her superior in force to us by 4 twelve pounders. 
The Frolic had struck to us, and was taken possesisiou of 
about two hours before onr surrendering to the Poictiers^ 

We had left the Delaware on the lOth. The imb had a 
ibeavv gale, in which we lost our jib-bootn and two men« 
HallTp st eleven, on the night of the 17th, m the latitude 
of 37 deg. N. and Ion. 65 deg, W. we saw several sail, 
two of them appearing very large; we stood from them 
for so%ie time, then shortened sail and steered the remain- 
der of the night the course we had perceived them on. 
At day -light on Sunday the 18th we saw them ahead--^ 
g^ve chase and soon discovered them to be a convoy of 
ftix sail, under th« protection of a sloop of ^ar|; fQur of 
them large ships, mounting from 16 to 18 guns. At thirty 
two minutes pai^ 11, A. M. we engaged the sloop of war^ 
liaviug first received her fire at tlie distance of fifty or sixty 
yards, which space we gradually lessened until we laid het 
on board, after a well su[)ported fire of 4^ minutes ; and A* 
though so near while loading the last broadside that our 
rammers were shoved against the side of the enemy, our 
taei>esLbibited the same alacrity which they hadl doue duiv 
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iug ^e >?!iole of the action. They imm^diatety stirrender- 
ed upon our gaming their forecastle, so that jio I jss was 
ftU8|aii>€d on either side afler boarding. 

Our mtiin-top^mast was shot away between 4 and 5 min- 
utes from the commencement of the, firing, and falling to- 
gether writh the main-top-sail yard across the larboard- 
fore and fore-top*sail imtces, rendered our head-vards un-^ 
manageable the remainder of the action. At eighbminutes 
the gait and main«4:op-giillant roast came down, and at 
30 minutes from the beginning of the action every brace a})d 
most of fte rigging was shot away. A lew mmutes atler 
separating from the Frolic both her mast fell upon deck, 
tiie iftainmast going close iiy H^ deck, and the foremast 
twelte or^Sfteen feet above it. 

The courage and exertions of the officers and crew fully 
|»MW€rediiiy^[fieetatioQs and wishes. r * 

I have the hoaor to be, ^. J A^OB JONES. 

AMISRIGAN U}S8. 
^ Killed 6— wounded 5. 

BKITISH LOfl». 

. Killed 27r-wounded 46. 

DECATUIvFviCTORY. 

Cant. J^ecatur to the Secretary of the Navy. . 

U. S. S. United States, at sea, Oct. 80, iSis. ^ 

SIR--<-{ have the honor to^ inform you; tliat on the 2dth 

inrt. being in lat 29 deg. N. long. 2©, 30 W. we fell in 

jwith, am), aifter an action of one hour and a half, captured 

-his Britannic majesty's frigater Macedonian^ commanded 

hy Gapt. John Carden, and mounting 49 carriage guni 

(the odd gun shifting.) She is a frigate of the larges* 

' class, two years old, four months out of dock, and reputed 

: one of the best sailers in the British service* The enemy 

''being to windward, had the advantage of engaging usai 

iib own distance, which was so great, that for the first half 

fioiir we did not use our carronades, and at no moment 

. was he within the complete effett of our musketry or grape ; 

- to this circumstance and a heavy swell, which was on at 

the time, I ascribe the unusual length of the action. 

The enthusiasm of every officer, seamen, and marine qt 
^aHthisahip, op dtseo^^ering the enemy — ^thetr steac^ 
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OQodact ii> hflttle, and precisipn of their, 6|'«y^ poold nak h^ 
Qorpas^ed. Where all met my fullest .Expectations, it, 
would be unjust in me to discriminate* Permit me,, howr 
ever, to recomuieud to your particular notice, my first taemt. 
William H. A.llen. He has served with me upwards of., 
five years, aiid to hjs unremitted exertions in discipliaia^ 
the crew, is to be imputed the obvious superiority of our. 
gunoery exhibited in the result of the coatejst 

The Macedonian lost her mizen*niast,/ore ^nd m^in^top*^ 
IDasts 9^hd mam yard, and was much put up ^n her hu}!. 
The damage sustained by this ship wa^ not such ^ f'Q <'<30^ 
der her return mto port necessary, and had 1 not deea^d it. 
important tJbat we ^should see our pri?^ in^shauld have 4um** 
tinued our cruise. 

With the highest consideration, &c» 

&T|:P0EW DECATUR. 

AMERICAN I-PSS. 

Killed 7-— 'Wpui^de45. 
BJEtlTDSm^OSS. 

Killed 36 — wounded 6ii-r-prisoners 270. 

BAINB^IDGE'S VJC5T0RY. 

Com. Bamf^ri(j{^ to tlu! l^if^cr^0ry pj the Navy. 
U. a. F. Constitution, St J^a^ador^ Jan. 3^ 1813. 
SlB-^l ^ave the boqor to imfprm you, tha^ on the 29th 
fllttmo, at 2 P. M> in south latitude 13,06, anc^ west long. 
.^, 10 leagues di^anee from the coas|^ of BraziU, I leU in ' 
with and capiif red his Britannic ffiajestyV frigate Java^ ojf 
49 guns and upwards of 400 men^ ^commanded by Capt* 
Ijambert, a very distinguished o^cer^ 1^^ action lafted ' 
pm hour and ^3 minutes, in which time the ^nemy Wts ' 
ipompletely dismasted, pot having a spar ojfany kind staiult 
ipg. The loss on board th^ Constitution was 9 (ulled and 
25 womiMled, as p^r enclos^ list* The eneipy had pOkilM 
imd 101 wounded^ ^rtainly^ (ai^ong the latter Cvi^. h^m*' 
bert, morJtally> bat by the enclosi^d letter, written <m bpar4 
the ship, (by one of the p^ers of the Java) ai;ul accidental^ 
ly foji^nfl^ it is evident th^ the enemy's wouiide<| W^\ hav^ 
lieen much greater %\^W ^h^ve statedf and wlxo yiust hav^ 

ff^d of their w.oun4s previously to their being r^moyed^ 
be )ietter cAat^ sixt^ killed and 170 WQunded. 



Digitized by 



Google 



pdr farther details of the action^ I beg leave to refer jou 
to the enclosed extracts iVoiri oiy jouriial, TThb Java' had 
in addition to her own crew upwards of one hundt^cl stt^ 
pernnmerary officers and sealiiien, to join thi& Bhtish shipst 
of wa^ in the t^ast Indies ; also, Lieuletiant-^Geineral His*> 
lop, appoitrted !o the command of BotobaV, Major Walker, 
Und dapt. Wo6d, of his staff/ und Capti Jmrshall, master 
and commander iri the BfitisAii navy, going to the East 
Indies to take command Of aslOop of war there. 
• Should I attempt 'to dd justice, by representation^ to the 
brave atid good conduct of all my officers and crew, during; 
the actfoh, I should fail in the attempt; therefore, suflScef 
it to say, that the whole of their conduct was such as to 
merit my highest enconiums. On blowing up of the frigate 
Java, 1 proceeded to this place, whei*e I have landed all 
the prisoners on their parole, to feiurn to England, and 
there remain ontil regularly eichanged, and not serve in 
their professiotial capacities in any place or in any manner 
whatever agsiinst the U. States of America, until the ex* 
change ishall be effected. 

I have the hofror to be, &c. 

W. BAINBRIDGEi 

Killed 9— \^of3nded 25. 

' BRITISH loss. ^ 

' ' Killed 60 — wounded 101 -^-prisoners 37& 

Hxtract from Commodore Wm. Bainbridge'si Journal, kept 
on horard the U. S. P. Constitution. 

• Tuesday, D€ci29, 1812. 
* At 9 A. M. discovered two strange sails on the weatb* 
tr bow. At 10 discovered the strange sails to be ships; 
one of them stood in for, the land and the other stood off 
«hore, in a direction towards ns. At 10, 45 A. M. we 
tacked ship to the northward and westward and stood for 
the sail statrding towards us, and at ll A. M tacked to the 
southward and eastward, hauled np the mainsail and took 
•in the royals. At 11, 30, made the private signal for the 
day, which was not answered^ and then set the mainsail and 
royails to draw the strange^ sail off from the neutral coast, 
atid separate her from the saiMn company. 
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' Wednesdi^/f Dec. m. 

* In lal. 18, ^, S. long. 38 W. ten leagues troirt the coasts 
of Brazil,, commences With clear weather and moderate' 
breezes from E. N. £^ hoisted our ensign and pendant. At 
]5 minutes past meridian, the ship hoisted h^ colors— ran 
English ensign, havinga signal flying at her main. ' 

' At 1,26, P. lVL being sufficiently from the land, and 
finding the ship to be an Ciiglish frigate, to<^ in the main- 
sail and royals, tacked ship and stood Cor the enemy* Afr 
1,30,P. M. the enemy bore down with an intention of rak- 
ing us, which we avoided by wearing. At 2 P. M. the en* 
emy being within half a mile of us, and to wiBdwsa*d, and 
having hauled down his colors except the union jack at the 
^izenmast head, induced me to give orders to the officers 
of the 3d division to fire a gun ahead of the eniBmy, to. 
make him show his colors, which being done, brought on a 
fire from us of the whole broadside, on which the enemy 
hoisted his colors, and immediately returned our fire. Jk 
general action with round and grape ihiea commenced ; 
the enemy keeping at a much greater distance than I wish*^ 
ed ; but could not bring hinito a closer action, without ex-* 
posing oimK^ives to several rakes. Considerable manoevers 
were made by both vessels to rake and avoid being rak- 
ed. The following muiates were taken during the action'r 

* At S, 10, P, M. commenced the acticKi within good 
grape and cannister distance^ the enemy to windward^ but 
much farther than I wished. 

* At 2, ?(>, our wheel was shot eolirely away^ , 

* At 2, 40, detennined to close with the enemy notwith- 
standing his caking. Set the fore and mainsail, and lufifed 
up close to *^him. * , 

* At 3, 50, the enemy's jib-boom got foul of our mizen 
rigging. 

* At 3, the head of the etvemy's bowsprit and jib-boom 
shot away by us. 

* At 3, 5, shot away his fore-mast by the board. 

^At 3, 15, shot away his main-top- mast just aboye the 
cap. 

* At 3, 40, shot away the gaff and spanker boom. 

* At 3, 55, shot away his mizen-mast nearly by the board, 
* At 1, 5, having silenced the fire of theenemy completely, 

and his colors in the main rigging being down, supposed 
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ke imd itrack ; tb^a hauled dowii t^fs course^ to shoof: 
nbead to jropair owr rigging,, which was e^treaiely cut ^ 
. leaviog the enemy a coijupteite yfveck y soon after discor- 
ded ttoi th^. eoemy^ ftag w^3 i^til J % jng. Wove too to re- 
pair, spjjoe of our ci^apagf?* 

* At 20 minutes past 4, the enemy's mainmasit weni 
*; nearly by the boards 

' At do rtoiaut^ p^sl 4, wqre ^ip ai^d ?lood for the en- 
emy. ! 

' At ^ 1X1143 9te$( p^stt $« got clpaHB to the enemy, in a very 
eS^Uml raking pojji^ipn, thwart his bows, a^d was at the 
instance ofritking^hi.m, w^hep be most prudently strucjk hi$ 
"flag: ifor bud h^ suffered the broadside to have raked him, 
his .uddiitiQO^ Jj^m must baye beep e^tnemely great — i\^ lie 
laid >iiii A^nmanagi^PiWe wr^ck up#n Jhe water. ^Upv thp 
^Q/^myh^ftti:u(^f wore ^hip and jreejfedth^ topsails— the^ 
buist^out.one of ttes qn)y,tw9 rem^wpipg boats we ha^ 

4: ]e|t(pi£it..(W*ejght»M9di|^ X4ie^t. Parker, Jstof the Constt- 
tution, to take possession of the enemy, which proved to be 

- ^isBritaimic ixipyesty-> fi'igate JTava, rated 88, but carried 
4dgum»andman^dwi.thup>yards ot 4PQ men, command- 
led by Capt. J^mbert, a very di^jtingjjished officer, who 

^ ^ was mortally wounded. The aqlipQ co^itipue^ frooi com- 

^ mejipei|)?pUo ^^ ?nd of the fire, one hour and 55 mifiutes. 
The Java had b^ P^^u .cQfl^p,l,eiijent of ii^n complete, and 

* upwards of one hundred supernumeraries, going to British 
ships of war J9 Jbe E*# Jn4ii^-T?lf o several officers, pas- 
sengers, g/Oing out uni^itr^t^S^.tipiu oiThe f»irce of Jhe enemy 
in.numb^pfmen fit theco^l^lenceTnent of the action was 
iK> dioubt CQDs'^ijaWy gfeat^er than we Jbaye been able to 
. ,a3Qertain, whi^h is upwf^rdjs^of ^^00 men. The officers were 
jextremely pautiojus in di^pyejring the nuu^ber. By heyr 
.quarter bill ; sl^e bad one more man stationed to each gufi 

.' .timoweJmd* 

* The Constitution was v^fy much cut in her sails, and 
riggingf and Okaqy of ber spari injured. 

> At 7, P. M. the boat returned >vith Xiieut. Chads tbjB 
first Lieut, of the enemy's frigate, and Lieut. Gen* JHislop^ 
(appointed Ooy^rnoT of BomNy) M^. \Valkef, find Capt, 
Wood. 

>Ci^pl.(Laimbert was toa d^ngerQUjsIy wounded to be r^ 

TOOvedipiiM^diati^Jy., /fbe cuttef rfl^ijrped on |)f^d t|^ 

24 V «--.'■• 
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prize for the prisoners, and brought Capt. Marshall, mast^ 
and commandant in the British navy, who was a passenger 
oi) boards aiso^ several other naval officers. 

^ The «fava was an important ship, fitted oat in the com< 
pletest manner, to carry Lieut. Gen. Hislop and st^ff to 
Bombay, 

Letter above alluded to, from an offifier of the Java. ' 
CovMitution^ Si. Salvador ^ BraziU^Jan. 1, 1813. 

. ' My dear ?ir — I am sorry to inform ypu of the unpleas- 
ant news of Mr. Gascoine's death. Mr. Gascoine and my- 
self were shipmates in the Marlborough, and first came to 
sea together. He Was shot early in the action by a round 
shot in his rig^ht thigh, and died in a few minutes afterwards. 
'Four others of his meilsmates shared the same fate, tog^ether 
^ith 60 men killed and 170 wounded. The official ac- 
count you will no doubt have read before this readies you* 
1 beg you will let all his friends and relations know of hi& 
untimely fate. 

, We were ort board the Java for a passage to India 
when we fell in with this- frig'ate.- — Two parcels I have, 
sent you under good care, and I hope this will reach you 
safely. ♦ Yours lipnly> ' ; * 

RB. CORNECK. 
JLieut, P. V. Wood, 22dreff. Isle of' France. 

; LAWRENCE'S VICTI ORY. 

Copt. Lawreiice to t/te Skeretatry oj, the Navy. 
U. S. S. Hornet, Holmes' Hole, March 19,^1813. 

'* SIR~^I have the honor to inform you of the arrival al 
this port, of the U. S. ship Hornet, uuder my command, 
from a cruise of 145 da j^s, and to state to you, that after 
Cooi. Bainbridge left the coast of Brn'^iIs,(on the 6th of 

^Janu^ry l^tst) the Hornet continued off the harbor of St. 

•Salvador, blockading the .Bonne Cilayenne,of 21 gnns,, 
u^ntil the 24th, when the Montagu, 74, hove in sight and 
chased me into the harbor; but night coiDingon I wore 

•and stt)Dd to the southward. Knowing that she had left 
tlro'Janeiro -for the express purposeof relieving the Bonne 
Citoyenne, and the Packet, of 14 guns (which I had also 

"blockaded for fourteen days, and obliged her to send her 
«ail to Rio, inU Portuguese smack) I judged it naost pru- 
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dent to change our cruising ground, and stood to tbe east- • 
ward, with the view of cruising off Pernambuco — and on ^ 
the 4th day of February, captured the English brig Res- 
olution, from Rio Janeiro, bound to Moranham, with cof- ] 
fee, jerked beef, flour, fustic, and butter, and about 25,000 
dollars in specie. As the brig sailed dull, and could ill 
spare hands to man her, I took out the money and set her 
on fire. I then run down the coast for Moranham, and, 
cruised there a short time ; from thence ran off Surrinam^ 
After cruising off that coast from the 5th to the 22d of Feb* , 
ruary, without meeting a vessel, I stood for Demarara, with, 
an ii^tention should I not be fortunate on that station, to. 
run through the West Indies, on my way to the U. States. 
But on the morning of the 24th, T discovered a brig to lee- 
ward, to which I gave chase; ran into quarter less four,, 
and not having a pilot, was obliged to haal off— the fort at 
the entrance of Demarara river at this time bearing Sv W. 
distance about 2 1*2 leagues. Previously to giving up the. 
chase, I discovered a vessel at anchor without the bar with 
English colors flying, appatently a brig of war. In beat- 
ing round Corrobano bank, in order to get at her, at half 
past 3, P, M. I discovered another sail on my weather 
quarter, edging down for us. At 4, 20, she hoisted Eng- 
lish colors, at which time we discovered her to be a large 
man of war brig — beat to quarters, and cleared ship for 
action — ^kept close by the wind, in order if possible to get 
the weather guage. At 5, 10, finding I could weather the 
enemy, I hoisted American colors, and tacked. At 5, 20^ 
in passing each other, exchanged broadsides within half 
pistol shot. Observing the enemy in the act of wearing, 
I bore up, received his starboard broadside, ran him close 
on board on the starboard quarter, and kept up such a heavy 
and well directed fire, that in less than 15 minutes he sur- 
rendered, being literally cut to pieces, and hoisted an 
ensign, union down, from his fore rigging, as a signal of 
distress. Shortly after his mainmast went by the board. 
Despatched Lieut. Shubrick on board, who soon returned 
with her filrst Lieut, who reported her to be his Britannic 
jnajesty's late brig Peacock, commanded by Capt. Wil- 
liam Peake, who fell in the latter part of the action — that 
a number of her crew were killed and wounded, and that 
«he was sinking fast, having then six feet of water im her 
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hold. I]les||)atched the boats immediately for thfe ^outid- . 
ed, and brought both tess^ls to anchor, gach shot holes 
as could be got aty were then pliigged; her guns thrown 
overboard, and ^rery possible exertion ased to keep her . 
aflosit, until tHe prisoners could be rfemoved, by puriiping 
and bailing^; but without effect; dnd she unfortunately souk 
in five And a half fathbiiis water, chri^yitig doivn 13 6f her 
ci'ew, and three of my brave fellows. Lieut. Cotiheri lilid- 
shipman Cboper, and the remaindelof the Hornet's crew, 
employed in reihovirig the prisoners, vt^ith difficulty savea 
themselves by jumping irt a boat that was lying on hier 
bows as she went down. Pour men, bf the 13 ihettlionedf 
•were so fortunate as to gaih the fore-top, ahd were after- 
wards taken off by thie boats. Previous to her going dbwn*, 
four of her men took to her stern boat; which hdd been 
much damaged during the action, who, I hope, reached 
the shore in safety ; but from thfe heavy sea tunning at the 
time, the shattered state of* the boat, aiid the difficulty of 
landing on the coast, 1 much fear they were lost. I have 
not been able to ascertain from het^ officers the exact num- 
ber killed. Capt. Peake arid four Weti were Ifound dead 
Oil board. The master", one tnidshipnian, barpenter, arid 
Ca ;;tam*s clerk, and 29 seamen wei-e Wounded, most of 
them very severely, three bf Whom died of their woUndfe 
after being removed, and 9 drowned. Our la^ wastri- 
flmg in cornpari^on, being only 2 killed and 3 wotiiided. 
Our rigging and sails were very much cut ; one shol 
through the foremast, and the bowsprit slightly injured. 
Our hull received little or no damage. At the time the 
feacock was brought to action, the L'Espeigle*, (the brig 
inetitioned above as being at anchor) mounting 16 two and 
thirty pound carronades and two long nines, lay about six 
miles in shore, and could plainly see the whole of the ac-^ 
tioii. Apprehensive that she would beat out to the Assist- 
ance of her coiisort, such exertions were made by my offi- 
cers and crewin repairing damages, &c. that by 9 o'clock 
the boAts w6i-^ stowed, a neW set of sails bent, and the shrp 
completely rekdy for action. At^, A. M. got unrder way, 
And sAood by the wind to the northward and westward, un- 
der easy sail. 

On mustering next morning, found M^ehad 277 soub on 
board, inctuding the crew of the American brig Hunter, 
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iif Portland, Ikken a few days before by ite P^cobk. And, 
as we had been on two thik*ds aUowanccl of provisions far 
some lime, and bad but 3^400 gallons of water on board, 
I reduced the allowance to three [)ints a iiian, and deter* 
mined to make the best of toy way to the U. States. 

The Feacotck was deservedly styled dtie of the finiest tes- 
^els of her class in the British navy, pi^6bab]y about the ton^ 
age of the Hornet. Her beani Was greater by five inches j 
rather extreme length not so great by four fe(et. She 
mounted 16 twenty four pound cari*6h^des, two lung nines, 
6ne twelve pound earronade On her top-gallant ibrecastle^ 
is a shifting gun, and one 4 or 6 pounder, and 8 swivels 
mounted aft. I find by lier quarter bill that hercreW coft- 
sisfed of 184 men, four of whom svete absent in a prize^ 
With the greatest respect, &c. 

JAMlES LAWR^NCfi. 

p. S. At the eommencemeht of the Itction my tsailitig 
master and seven men were absent in a prite, and Iskieut* 
Stewart, and six men on the sick list 



CHAPTER VIL 

CAPTURE OP LITTLE YORK. 

Gen. Dearborn to the Secretary o/' War. 
HQ. York, Upp&r Canada, April 28, 1818. 

SIR — After a detention of 5ome days by adverse: wind% 
we arrived at this place yesterday morningt and at 8 o'clock 
icommenced landing the troops about ^ miles westward 
from the town, and one and a half from the enemy's works. 
The wind was high and in an unfavorable direction for the 
1>oatSy which prevented the landing of the troops at a clear 
field, the scite of the ancient French fort Tarento. It pre* 
'Vented also many of the armed vessels from taking posi- 
tions, which woald have most effectually covered our land- 
ing — but every thing that could be done was eflected. 

The riflemen under Major Forsyth first landed, under a 
heavy fire from Indians and other troops. Gen. Sheaffe 
commanded in person. -He had collected his whole, force 
in the woods near the point where the wind compelled our 
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troops to land. His force consisted of 700 regulars and 
militia, and 100 Indians. Major Forsyth was supported as 
promptly as possible ; but the contest was sharp, and severe 
for nearly half an hour, and the enemy were repulsed by a 
number far inferior to theirs. As soon as Gen. Pike land- 
ed with? or 800 men, and the remainder of the troops 
were pushing for the shore, the enemy retreated tp their 
works. Our troops were now formed on the ground ori- 
ginally intended for their landing, advanced through a 
thick wood, and after carrying one battery by assault, were 
moving on in columns towards the main wx)rk ; when in. 
sixty rods of this, a tremendous explosion took place from a 
magazine previously prepared, and which threw out such 
immense quantities of stone as most seriously to injure our 
troops. I have not yet been able to collect the returns of 
the killed and wounded ; but our loss will, I fear, exceed 
100 ; and among these I have to lament the loss of that 
brave and excellent officer Brig. General Pike, who reeeiv-^ 
ed a contusion from a large stone, which terminated his* 
valuable life within a few hours. His loss will be severely 
felt. 

Previously to this explosion tho enemy had retired into 
the town, excepting a party of regulars, to the number of 
40, who did not escape the effects of the shock, and were 
destroyed. 

General Sheafi^ moved off with the regular troops, and 
left directions with the commanding officer of the militia to 
make the best terms he could. In the mean time all further 
resistance on the part of the enemy ceased, and the outlines 
of a capitulation were agreed upon« 

As soon as I learned that Gen. Pike had been wounded^ 
I went on shore. To the Gen. I had been induced to con- 
iide the immediate attack, from a knowledge that it was 
his wish, and that be would have Kelt mortified had it not 
been given to him. 

Every movement was under my view. The troops be- 
haved with great firmness, and deserve much applause, par- 
ticularly those iirst engaged, and under circumstances 
^vhich would have tried the steadiness of veterans. 

Notwithstanding the enemy's advatUage in position and 
numbers in the commencement of action, their loss was 
greater than ours, especially in officers- It was with great 
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exertion that the small vessels of the flbet could work inta 
the harbor against a gate of wind, but as soon, as they got 
into a proper posiHon, a 'tremendous: eannonade opened 
upon the enemy's batteries, and was kept up against themi 
until they were carried or blown up, and had, no doubt, a 
powerful eflfectupon tbeeneimy. , 

We have not the mean» of transporting the .prisoners and 
must of course leave ihem on parole. 

I hav^ the honor to be, &ci 

HENRY DEARBORN. 



• Com. Charmcey to the Seer etarff cf the Navy* 

U. S. Ship Madison, off York, April 28^ 1813* 
' SIR — Agffeeably to your instructions and arrangements 
made with Mttjor-Gem Dearborn, I took on* boards of the 
squadron^ under «ny command the Gen. and suite, and 
about 1700 troops, and left Sackett's Harbor qfn the 25th iosL 
for thisi place. ' We arriv^ ber^ yesterday morningaod 
took a position a4Kmt one mile to the south and westward 
oftheenemy^'spribcipalfoft, and as near the shore as we 
coaid with safety to the vessels. The- place fixed upon by 
the Major Gen. and m|;^$€llf fbr tandlAg the' troops, was the 
s^te of the old Prenjch' fort Tatwitfib 

The debarkation comnaeneed aboirtd o'clock^ A. IVL 
and was^ completed about 10; ''The wind* blowing heavy 
from the eslstward, the boats felVio leeward of the position 
iixed upon, and were in eonseqbence exposed to'a galling 
fire frOHi the enemy, who Ikid taken a position in a thick 
'wood -near where the iirsi Iroops landed^ however, the 
cooHntremdity of the officei^ and men overcnine every ob^ 
stacle. Their attack upon the enemy was so vigorous, that 
he fled in every direction, leaving a great mai^ of his killed 
and wounded upon the field. As soon as the tvoopa were 
landed, I directed the schooners to take a position near the 
forts, in order that the attack on them by the army and na- 
vy might be simultaneous. The schooners were obliged to 
beat up to their position, which they did in a very handsome 
order, under a very heavy fire from the enemy's batteries, 
and took a position within about 600 yards of their princi- 
pal fort, and opened a heavy cannonade upon the enemy 
which did great execution, and very much contributed to 
their final destruction. The troops, a$ soon a's landed^ 
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were formed under the itnmediate orders of Brig. G^n^ml 
Pike, who led in a most gallant manner the attack upon th^ 
forts, and after baying carried two redoubts in their ap^ 
proach to the principal worky (the enemy having prievious- 
iy laid a train) blew up his magazine, which in i^ ^ept« 
upon our troops was dreadfnU having killed and ^oundad 
a great many, and amongst the former, the ever tp be la-^ 
mented Brig. General Pike, who fell at the head of hi» 
column by a contusion received by a heavy elone frpw the 
magazine. Hisdeafb at this time is much to be regretted, 
as he had the perfect confidence of the Major-General ; and 
his known activity, zeal, and ei^penence, makei^ hi$ los» a 
national one. . . 

In cjonsequence of the fall of iGeo. Ptke, the c^woa^JSid of 
the ti*oopSidevoived for a time lapqu jGol. Pierce, A^hP ^ooi^ 
after took possession of the iowu. At abput ;?^ P. M* the 
American .flag was sui:^itiiti?d for the British, and ^t aboiul 
four, our troops were ifi quiet pps^es^on of tlje tov^n. Af 
soon as Gen. Dearborn tearni tj^ $^jbuaUon of Gen. Pik^^ 
he taadeii and assumed th^ couim^ivd, I faave.ithe ho^^ 
of enclosiiig ^ copy of the capitulatiorl ) whijcib Wd^ ^nt^^4 
into, and t^pproved by Gen. Dearborn and myself. 

The enemy set fire to som^ Qt bi^ {>rtiif ipal stor^, cq^ 
tainiiig l^rge c(uaiitities of^navai and mUitary stare^^s Veil 
as a la^!ge «hipi Upon the istocks nearly finii^hed — Abe only 
.vessel found here is the Diike of Glonqester, underg^iug 
repairs-ftttoeprinee regent left here .on the 24th fpr &;ig$r 
ton. We have no|t yet h?^d a return ;nj,)ide of the naval aii4 
mititarv Moc^s, ^^oosequently can form no correct idea ot tb/e 
quantity, but have mad^ arraqgements tp ha.v§ all jt^keo 
on board that we can rt^geive — ^^the rest will be destrqyed* 

I have to regret the death of niid.shipmenThoaipi^ouau4 
Ratfield, and several seamen killed — the exact number J 
do not kiK>w, as the returns from the different vei^sels havf^ 
not yet been received. 

I have the honor to be, &r. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

TERMS OF CAPITULATION, 

Entered into on the 37th of April, 1813, for the surrender 
of the town of York, in Upper Canada, to the army and 
-navy of the Un.ited Stat^^s, under the conpimand of Majoc- 
Gen. Dearborn and Commodore Chauncey. 
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. Thai the troops^ regular and militia, at this post, and the 
iTuval officers and seamen, shall be surrendered prisoners 
<Kf war. The troops, regular and militia, are to ground 
their arms immediately on pai:ole, and the naval officers 
and seamen be immediately surrendered. 

That all public stores, naval and military shall be imme- 
diately given up to the commanding officers of the army 
' ^otl navy . of the U. States. — ^l^hat all private property 
shall be guaranteed to the citizens of the town of York. 

That all papers belonging to the civil officers shall be re- 
tained by them — that such surgeons as may be procured to 
.attend the vvonuded of the British regulars and Canadian 
militia shall not be considered prisoners of war. 

Thi^t 1 Lieot. Col. 1 Major, 13 Capt?,0 Lieuts. 11 En- 
signs, i Quarter-master, 1 deputy. Adjutant-General, 19 
Serjeants, 4 corporals, and 204 rank and tile, of the militia. 
Of the field train department 1, of the provincial navy 21, 
of his majesty's troops 2, aud of the royal artillery 1 bom- 
bardier and 3 gunners, shall be surrendered as prisoners of 
war, and accounted for in the exchange of prisoners be* 
, tween the U. States and G Britahi. 
G. S. MITCHELL, Lt. Col. 3d A. U. S. 
SAMlTjEL S. CONNER, M aj. and A.D. C. to 
-. *^ Maj. Gen..Dearborn^ 

WILLIAM KING, Maj. U. S. Infantry. 
JESSE D. ELLIOT, Lieut. U. S. Navy. 
W. CtiEWITT. Lt. Coi. com. 3d Reg. Y- militia. 
. \W. ALLAN, Maj. 3a Reg. York militia. 
F. GAURREAU, Lieut. M. Dpt. 

Gen. Dearborn to the Secretary of War. 

Niagara, May 3, 1813. 
[Ecclract.] York was one immense magazine, which sup- 
plied Ntagara, Detroit, and fort Georgpe. The troops 
were halted a few nvoments to bring up the heavy artillery 
to play on the block house, when Gen. Sheaffe despairing of 
holding the town, ordered fire to be put to the principal 
magazine, in which was deposited 600 barrels of powder^ 
and an immense quaritity of shells and shot. The expla^ 
sion was tremendous, and raked our column from front to* 
rear with such effect that it killed 52, and wounded 180 of 
oar men, among the latter was brig. Gen. Pike, who died 
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of his wounds sbortly after. Notwttbsttmding tkis calami- 
ty» and the discomfiture ibat might be expected to follow ii; 
t/te irwopegave three cheei^, iMtantig fQftmdy and mtirehed 
on for this ionm. Notwithstanding the immefise amount 
destroyed by them, we found more public property than 
our vessels could bring aWay. Gen. Sheaffe's baggage and 
papers fell into my hands ; they area valuable acquisition* 
A SCALP was found in the Executive and Legislative 
Council Chamber, suspended near the Speaker's cha^. A 
statement of our loss, ns well ^s that of the enemy is sub- 
joined. 

AMERICAN tOSSr. 

Killed in battle 14 — do. by the explosion 52. 
Wounded In battle 33— do. by the explosion 18^. 

BRITISH LOSS. 
Killed in battle 75— do. by their explosion 40. 
Wounded in battle 62 — do. by their explosioi^ 2S. 
Prisoners, militia 700 — do. rtfgulars 50. 

Gen. Wim:hester to the Secretary of W^. 
Fort George f Upper Canaday Feb. 11, 1813. 
SIR — On the 23d ultimo, I had the honor of communis 
eating to yo&r ^xbeitenrcy the result of the action at French- 
town on the river Raisin, ^ the preceding day. Fhave 
it now in my power to transmit to you a more detailed ac- 
count of that transaction, together with a more minute 
statement Df our loss. A list of the killed, and wounded^ 
and missing, is herewith enclosed. The attack upon our 
camp was commenced abot^ 6 o^clock in the morning, by 
a heavy tire of small arms together with the discharge of ft 
pieces of arttUery, directed immediately at our lines, and 
the houses and temporary breast- work, from behind which a 

rrtion of our troops were engaged with the enemy. Ear- 
^ in the aietion a charge was«nadeby the assailant; but 
the tire from our linies vioas so intense tteU; they were quickly 
compelled to retire. 

In this charge the 41^ raiment of British regulars prin- 
cipally suffered, their loss during the charge and iu the 
subsequent engagement, bemg very considerable. Out of 
three hundred of these troops about 30 fell dead upon the 
field, and 90 or 100 wotmded werfe removed from the 
ground. 
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Ik is imppssibJe to state with aay degree of f^cccnrsitiy 
the number of Canadian militia and Indians which were 
killed or wounded during the engagf^ment; itcould, hpw- 
^ver^ not have l>een small, having received for thre^ or fpur 
hours the constant iire of the muskelry and riflemen, from 
the breast- work under which they were formed. The it^-* 
lion had endured about a quarter of an hour* when the right 
division of our tr^^ops, who were less secured by a breast- 
work, and exposed to a heavy fire from a body of Indians 
and militi^ who had possessed themselves of some out^ 
houses within their reach, were obliged to retreat froqfi tb^ir 
lines in the encampment, for (h^ purpose of pcciipying 
ground less exposed. This retreat being discov^ri^ by 
the eiiei)ay» the who|e Indian force, together with ^ portion 
of the militia, bore down upon them with redoid>le4 vip- 
lence, and prevented, by their superiority of pumbers and 
the severity of their fire, the prOiCticability of ever agf^in 
forming this portion of our troops in order of battle. It 
Was from this division that our principal loss w^s sustainedf 
few indeed having escaped. Every effort in vain was em* 
ployed to form them in some ord^r of action, as a^rding 
the only means of either repelling the pursuers, or regain* 
ing the temporary breast- work from behind which the re- 
maining part of oui: troops still gallantly defended them- 
selves; but every exertion was in vain employed, and the 
very few \yho survived of the party surrendered as prison^ 
ers to the enemy. 

Our loss in this action will be ascertained by 4he list 
herewith enclosed. Among the (cilUd, (have to laipent 
$evecal br^ye and valuable oncers, some of whom had 
distinguished thepnselves in the action of the evening of the 
18th, and fell on the 23d, while upavailingly engaged in 
rallying the troopsi who retreated in disorder from the line^. 
Among those, t^e loss of Qpl. John AUen, and Majpr £. 
M'Crannahau, is to be particulf|rly regr^ttedt ^s also Cap|. 
John H. Woolfolk, one of my aids-de-c^Hpp ; ^eir e.^er- 
tisns j|rere unsjucces^ful, ^ptwithitai^diug every possible 
exertion. was employed; they hrayely fell in dlj^f^bftrge qf 
their respective duties. While | regret ^ /ate of tbp^ 
who braiFely fell upon this occaslpn, I ^ould do injjo^iqp 
to pass over, without notice, the few {)^$Mdt^ers in their daiv- 
^er, who were fortunate to survive thepa. Jp Li^ut ^rol. 
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William Lewis, who commanded on the 18th, and to Capt. 
John Overton, my aid-de-camp, who attended my person 
on the fields my thanks are particularly due, fur their 
prompt and willing exertion^ during* every period of thfe 
conflict. To the officers and soldiers who bravely main- 
tained their ground in the temporary fortifications, toa 
much praise cannot be bestowed. Assailed by numbers, 
greatly superior, supported by six pieces of artillery, they 
gallantly defended themselves with their small arms alone, 
for near four hours of constant battle. No troops eVer bd* 
haved with more cool and determined bravery ; from the 
commanding officer down to the private soldier, there was 
scarce a single abandctnilient of duty ; anti at the last when 
their ammunition was nearly exhausted, and surrounded 
by the enemy, greatly superior in number and the means of 
war, surrendered With a reluctance rarely to be found upon 
similar occasions. The officers commanding iii the breast-* 
work defended themselves to the last, with great gallantry, 
and merit mv warmest gra^titudci as well as the highest 
praise of their country. 

^ith sentiments of respect, &c. 

J. WINCHESTER- 
AMERICAN I.OSS. 

Killed, wounded, and missing 803. 
BRITISH LOSS. 

Zilled 150-^woquded 168, 



HABSACRE OF GEN. AYINGHESTER S ARMY. 

[ThefqlUmmg Narrative of ike massacre at Frenchioim^ 

after Gen. JVinchesters defeat, was drawn up by Lieut. 

Maker of the 2d regt. V. hl» Infantry. Ij 

So much has been said about the Indian massacres at 
Fi*6nchtown and its neighborhood, that something circum- 
stantial from one who had an opportunity of acquiring in- 
formation on the subject may not be uilacceptable to the 
public. I therefore submit the following narrative. 

On the morning of the 22d of January, I was captured 
by the Indians about 9 o^ clock, with another officer and about 
forty men. Closely pursued by an overvvhelming force of 
Indians, we were endeavoring to effect our escape, and 
:jiad attained the distance of about three miles from French- 
town^ when an offer of quarter was made us by ^n JndiuR 
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chief. Many Indian chiefs on horseback being in our rear, 
tomahawking the hindmost, and withal the men being 
inncb wearied with runnrng* through the deep snow, we 
conchided it bast to accept the chiefs proposition. Ac- 
cordingly we assembled around him, and ^ave up the few 
remaining arms that were still retained in Uie flight. In a 
few minutes the Indians on foot came up, and notwithstand- 
ing the chief appeared solicitous to save, massacred abodt 
half our number. I was led back towards the river along 
the road we had retreated in. The dead bodies of my fel- 
low comrades, scalped, tomahawked, and stripped, pre- 
sented a most hoi'rici spectacle to my view. I was at length 
taken to a ftre near Col. Proctor, where I remained till our 
army capitulated, and marched by me towards Maiden. 
Major Madison,* as he was marching past, demanded me 
of the British officer comman<ling the guard, as an Amer- 
ican officer*; but the noble Briton replied with a sneer, 
* You have too many officers,' and ordered the column to 
advance which had made a partial halt I was taken to 
Sandy creek, about three miles ofl; on Hull's road, and 
there kept during the night with about 20 other prisoner^. 
Next morning my master left me in charge of the old In- 
dian, and with the exception of 20 or 30, all the Indians in 
the camp went back towards the river Raisin. They re- 
turned about 2 o'clock, P. M. bringing a number of fresh 
scalps and about 30 prisoners, many of whom were wound- 
ed, though with a single exception, none dangerously* I 
was told by the prisoners that the Indians had that morning 
returned to the village, and massacred Capt. Hickman and 
a great many others, and that they were fearful that Maj. 
Graves and Capt. Hart were of the mimber j that some of 
the wounded had been scalped alive and burned in the 
houses. I had scarcely been told these things, when a vol- 
unteer who was standing by my side, was knocked down, 

*J^fterthesurrmderofwriroop8io^BrU%8h,ati^ the 

Indiwu^in vi4Mion of the mrliclea Bfaqntutatimtf crowded anwng them^ 
arid we^pltmdering their property — when the heroic Madison desired Col. 
Proctor to keep them off; — ' the Indians are fierce and unmanageable^ (mid 
Proctor) it cannot be done* Madison cooty replied, * if you cannot dis- 
perse them, I will.'^/Ae men rvert ordered to shoulder their arms, and 
Froetorfiaring that ^chRt^e bayonet' TvouldfoltorVfivax^dhis smrd, and 
^e ff^cUans instantly withdrew. 
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sealped, and afterwards tomahawked. Three others wtre 
suGcessiveiy treated in the same manner. 

Seven days afterwards, I was sold in Detroit to some 
American gentlemen, and the next day sent over to Sand-^ 
wicb, where I remained nearly three weeks. la this tiqoe 
I had an opportmiity of making enquiry about the massa- 
cres, and found that 60 had been massacred subsequent ta 
the day of battle, and two officers the day on which the bat- 
tle was fought, after they had surrendered. Of the first 
were Capt. N. G. S. Hart of Lexington, Capt. Faschai 
Hickman of Franklin, John H. Woolfolk, Esq. the Gen- 
craKs Secretary ; and of the latter Capt. Virg*! M'Crackeu 
of Woodford, and Ensign Levi Wells, son of Col. Well«r 
of the U. S. Infantry. Judge Woodward has ascei^ 
tained several instances of great barbarity exercised 
on our pi'isoners, which will appear as soon as that tn\ly^ 
philantropic and patriotic gentleman returns to hi? own 
country. — Massacres were not only committed on the^2d^ 
and 23^9 but also on the 24th, 25th, and 26tb, and even 
three weeks afterwards fresh scalps were brought into 
Maiden. 

Should thif; relation be doubted, many living witnesses 
of high landing for probity, may be fomid to attest them. 

Expedition against the /luimii^.—^IVlajor Gen. Samuel 
Hopkins, on the 11th of Nov. 1812, marched with 1000 
pien under his command, from fort Harrison, on an expe- 
dition tq the Prophet's town, for the purpose of destroying 
their village^ provisions, &^c. Oil the morning of the 19tb, 
a detachment pf 300 ipen destroyed a towp, a^d a^ great 
quantity of com, belonging to the Winebago tribe, lying 
on the Ponce Passu creek, one mile fron) the Wa^bash, and 
four from the Prophet's town. On the 20tli, 21st, and 22d, 
they destroyed the Prophet s town andaKickapoo village, 
on the opposite side W the river, consisting of upwards of 
300 houses, a considerable quaatity of corny &c. 

On the 21st a large body of Indians were discovered 
above seven miles from the town, by a small party, who the 
Indians fired on, and killed one man ; the iie.'^t day I^ieut. 
Cols. Miller, and Wilcox, anxious to bury their commd^ 
as Well as gain a more complete knowledge of their situa- 
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lion and strength, set out with party of horsemen, consist- 
ing of about sixty ; the Indians had placed themselves 
in a strong place, oa a ridge of land, running bej;weea 
two large and rapid Creeks, which could not be ascended 
only by a steep ravine — our party returned, after a smart 
skirmish, in which we lost, in killed, wounded, and missings 
18 m^n. On the 24th, the main body of the army started 
for the purpose of destroj?ing the enemy in their strong hold | 
but when arrived at the spot they found they had fled, 
previous to the storm of snow, which fell very deep, on the 
^dXvhich prevented any further pursuit. 

Brig. Gm. Smytlif in November, 1812, issued several 
addresses to the inhabitants on the frontiers, for the purpose 
of rJiising volunteei-s to cross into Canada, opposite Niagara. 
In(il»lding the regular army under his command, and the 
yolutiteers that repaired to his camp, he had, on the 27thr 
Nov. 4000 nien. Two parties were sent across the river to 
destroy a bridge below fort Erie, and capture and spike 
the caution in tne batteries, and some pieces of light artillery. 
After accomplishing their object, the parties separated by 
misapprehensibn ; Lieut Angus, the seamen, and a part of 
the troops returnfed with all the boats, while Capts. King, 
Morgan, Sproul, and Houston, with about 60 men, remain- 
ed. The party thus reduced, took and rendered unservice- 
able two of the enemy's batteries, captured 34 prisoners, 
and 2 boats, in which Capt. King sent his prisoners, his 
own oftcere, and half of his men across, remaining himself 
with 80 men, refusinjr to abandon them. 

On thfe 30t!r Nov. Gen. Smyth again attempted to cross, 
with 3000 men, but by some misunderstanding only a few 
woirtd, or could be made to embark. The killed in both 
these attempts amounted to about 20 — ^the wounded 80 — 
and prisoners 31 . The enemy lost 10 killed — 17 wounded, 
and 34 prisoners, besides an Indian chief. 

Vapt Forsylh, commandant at Ogdensburg, crossed 
0Ter to Elizabethtown on the 7th of Feb. 1813, with about 
200 volunteers from the militia and citizens, where they 
surprised the guard, took 42 prisoners, with 1 Maj.3 Capts. 
2Lieuts. and 120 muskets, 20 rifles, two casks of fixed 
ammunition, and considerable other public property, which 
was effected without the loss af ^ man. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Gen. Harrison to the Secretary of War* 

Lower Sandusky, May 13, 181S. . 
[Extract'] SIR — ^Having ascertained that the enemy 
(Iiuiiatis as well as British) had entirely abandoned it^ 
neighborhood of the Rapids, I left the coniniand of camp 
Meigs with Gen. Clay and came here last night It is witb 
the greatest sati^action, I inform you, sir, that I have eyery 
reason to believe, that the loss of the Kentucky troops ia 
killed. on the north side of the river does not exceed fifty* 
On the 10th and 11th inst. I caused the ground which waa 
the scene of action, and its environs, to be carefully exam- 
ined, and after the most diligent search 45 bodies only of 
our men, were discovered — among them was the leader of 
the detachment. Col. Dudley* No other officer of uQtefe}! 
in the action. Geo. Proctor did not furnish me with a re- 
turn orf the prisoners in his possesion, allbough repeatedly 
promised. IJisjetreat was as precipitate as it could pro- 
perly be, leaving a number of. cannon ball, a new elegant 
sling-carriage for cannon, and other valuable articles. The 
night before his departure two persons that were e.raployr 
ed in the British gun-boats (Americans by birth) deserted 
to us. The information they ^ave m^ was very interesting; 
they say that tile Indians, of which there were from 160(1 ta 
2000, left the British the day before their departure .in a 
high state of dissatisfaction, from the gre^t loss, whidb they 
had sustained in the several engagements of the 5tb, auo 
the failure of the British in accomplishing their profuise of. 
taking the post at the Rapids. From the account given ^y 
these men, my opinion is comfirmed of the great superiority 
of the enemy which were defeated by our trqops in the ^.wo 
sallies !nade on the 6th inst. That led by Col. Miller did 
not exceed 350 men, and it is very certain that they defeat- 
ed 200 British regulars, loO militia^ and 4 or 500 Indians. 
That American regulars (although they were raw recruits^ 
and such men as compose the Pittsburg, Penn. and Peters^ 
burg, V a. volunteers, should behave well, is not to be won- 
dered at — but that a companv of militia should maintain ib^ 
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•groufid against four timed its Diitnbers, as did Capt. Sebres, 
of the Kentucky, is truly astouishing. These brave fellowa 
were at length however entirely surrounded by Indians, and 
would have been entirely cut off, but for the gallantry of 
Xiieut. Gwynne of the 19th regiment, who, with part of 
Ca[)t, Elliott's company; charged the enemy and released 
Ihe Kentuckians. 

A copy of Gen. Clay's report to me of the manner of hi^ 
executing my order tor the attack on the enemies batteries, 
is likewise forwarded, by which it will be seen that my in- 
terttion Was perfectly understood, and the great facility 
with which it might have been executed is apparent to ev« 
•ry individual who witnessed the scene. Indeed, the can- 
non might have been spiked, the carriages cut to pieces, 
the mag-azine destroyed, and the retreat effected to the 
boats without the loss of a man, as none were killed in ta- 
king the batteries, so complete was the surprize. 

An extensive open plain intervenes between Ihe river 
and the hill upon* which the batteries of the enemy were 
placed ; this plain was raked by four of our eighteen poun- 
ders, a twelve and a six. Ttie enemy, even before their 
guns were spiked, could not have brought one to bear on 
it. So perfectly secured was their retreat, that IdO men 
who came off, effected it without loss, and brought off some 
of the wounded, one of them upon th^ fa^cks of their com-^ 
rades. The Indians followed them to the woods, but da« 
red not ettter into the plain. 

I am unable to form a correct estimate of the enemy^s 
force. The prisoners varied much in their accounts ; those 
wh6 made them least, stated the regulars at 550, and mili- 
tia at 800; but the numbers of Indians were beyond com- 
parison greater than have ever been brought into the field 
before ; numbers arrived after the siege commenced, and 
they were indeed the eflicient force of the enemy. 

X hav^ the honor to be, &c. 

W. H. HARRISOR. 

AMBRICAN LOSS. 

' ^KiJled 81— Wounded 189. 
. British loss not known. 
2« 
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The JbllQwif^ conversation taoh place between Ma}. Chamf* 

bers and Gm. Harrison^ en a demand for t/ie suf render 

i^Jort MeiifS. 
' Mefj. Ckaberms — G«ii. Proctor has direcled me to de- 
mand tbe surrender of this post. He wishes to spare the 
fusion of blood. 

Gen. Harrison — ^The demand, under present circum- 
stancesy is a Biost extraordinary one. As Gen, Proctor did 
not send we a summotis to surrender on his first arrival,- i 
bad suppased that he believed me determined to do my 
duty. Jblis present message indicates an opinion of md 
that I am at a loss to account for. 

Maj. Chambers — Gen. PiHjctor could never think of say* 
ing any thing to wouiid your feelings, sir. — ^The character 
of Gen. Harrison, as 'an officer, is well known. Gen. Proc- 
tor's force is very respectable, and there is with him a larger 
body of Indians thai have ever before been embarked. 

Gen. ffarrison-^l believe I have a very correct idea of 
Gen, Proctor's force, it is not sudh as to create the least ap- 
prehension, for the resalt of the contest, whatever shape he 
npay be pleased bereufter to give to it. Assure the Gen* 
l|0W€ver, that be will never have this post surrendered to 
him ppon any terras. Should it'fall into his hands, it will 
be in u manner calculated to do bim more hamor^ and to 
give bim hxrger claimsupon the gratitiKle of bis governmeal 
than any capitulation could possibly do; 

CAPTURE OP PORT GEORGE. 
Gen. Dearborn to the Secretary of War. 

H. Q. Fart George (U. t\) May^l, 1»13, 
\E$;tract^ 6IR— The light troops under the command 
of CqU Scott and Major Forsyth, landed this morning at 
^ o'clock* Mu jor Gen. Lewis's division, with Col. Porter' s 
command of light artillery, supported by them. Gen. 
Boyd's brigade landed immediately after tlie light troops, 
and l^ens. Winder and Chandler in quick succession. The 
landing was warmly and obstinately disputed by the Bri- 
tish forces ; but the coolness and intrepidity of our troopj^ 
soon compelled them to give way 'in every direction. Gen. 
Chandler, with the reserve, composed or bis brigade and 
Col. Macomb's artillery covered the whole. Commodore 
Chauncey had made the most judicious arrangements for 
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•il^acWigtliteiidiDy'sbaiteries, near* die point of kinditig. 
The army is under the grftdtesit obligations to that able na« 
va> coG&mander for his co-operation in all its important 
movements, and especially in its operations this day. Onh 
battertM succeeded in rendering Fort George u^stenable, 
and when the enemy had been beiaten from his positions, 
attd found it necessary to re-enter it» after firing a few gund 
and settiti^ fire to the magazines^ which soon exploded, he 
movted off rapidly by dffferent routes. Our light troops 
pnrsaed them several miles. The troops having been un- 
der arms from one o'clock^ in the moniuig, were too much 
exhausted for any further pursuit. We are now in jliosses- 
mon of Fort George and its immediate dependencies — to- 
morrow we proceed further on. The behaviour of our 
troops, both ofiicers and men, entitles them to the higiiest 
praise ; and the difference in our loss with that of the ene- 
my, when we consider the advantages his positions afforded 
bitn, IS astonishing — Col. Meyers of the 40th, wa$ wound- 
ed and taken prisoner. Of ours, only one commissioned, 
officer was killed — Lient. Hobart of the light artillery. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

H. DEARBORN. 

Gen. Dearb&m to Ute. Secretary of W€n\ 

H. Q. Fort George, May, 29, 1813. 
^^ [Extract^ Lieut. Col. Pre^on took possession of fort 
Erie and its dependencies last evening > the post had beea 
abandoned and the magazine blow/i up. 

I have ordei*ed Gem Lewis to return without delay tcr 
this place, and if the winds favm* us, we may y^t cut off 
the enemy *s retreat. 

I was last evening honored with your dispatch of the 
}6th inst. I have taken measures in relation to the 23 pri- 
aaoers, who are to be put in close confinement 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

H. BEARBORN. 

AMERICAN I-OSS. 
Killed 39— wounded 1 1 1— total 150. 
BRITISB LOSS. 

Killed 108— wounded 163— Prisoners 622— total 898^ 
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Com* Channcey to the Secr^i^ ofihe, Nm^j^ 
V. S. S. \iadison, off Nmgara, Mi^f^ 28. 1813. 
SIR-^ Agreeable to arraiig^menU which I have already 
had the honor of detailing to^j^ou, I left backet's Harbor <m 
the 22d mst. with about 300 of CoL M'Comb's negiaientapi 
board-— the. winds being light from the westward* I did . 
not arrive in the vicinity of Niagara befoi'e the 25th; the 
other |mrts of the squadron had arrived several days before^ r 
and landed their troops. The Fair American and Pert ; 
j iiad ordered to Jacket's Harbor, for the purpose of watch* 
ing the enemy's movements at Ki<«gston. 1 imioediat^ly.. 
had an interview witli Gen. pQarborn, for th^ purpose of : 
making arrangements to attack the enemy as sooa .aa poft« * 
sible, andit was agreed between him and myself to mak«: 
the attack the moment that the weather was such as to al«-: « 
low the vessels and bo^s to approach the shore with safety*.. 
On the 2Qlh, I reconnoitred the position for landing thdv; 
troops and at night sounded theshorfs, and placed buoys to-^ 
aound out the stations for the sm^ll vessels* It was agreed 
between the General and myself to make the attack the >« 
next morning (as the weather had mod^ratedi andjiad eve- 
ry appearance of being favorable.) I took op board of the 
]Vladison» Oneida, and Lady of the Lake, all the heavy av^ 
tillery, and as many troops as could be stowed. T^ re-i 
mainder were to enibark in boatif and follow the fleet* At 
9 yesterday morning th^ signal was made for the fleet io 
i/veigh, and the troops were all eoibarked on board of the 
boats before fou^, ap^ ^<^ ^ft^r Gens. Dearbora and.: 
Lewis eame on board of the ship with their suites. It be^ ' 
iDg however nearly calm, tb^ scboon^s w^e obliged to 
feweep into their positions. Mr. Trant in the Julia, and < 
3Vir. Mix in the Growler, I direijted to take a ppsitioa ui 
the mouth of the river, and ;»ilence a battery neajr tho liglit 
bouse, whieh from its position commanded the shore where « 
the troops were to land. Mr.^Sl^yens iotbi$ OntariOt waa . 
directed to take a position to the north of U>e light house, / 
80 near the shore as to enlilade the battery and cross the fire 
of the Julia and Growler. Lieut. Brown in the Govornoc^ 
Tompkins, I directed to take a position near Two Mile 
creek, where the enemy had a battery with. a heavy gun. - 
Xi^ut. Pettigrew in theCouqtiest, ivas directed to auchor tfi . 
^e southeast of the same battery^ so near in as to open on it 
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in die rear^, and crdss^ Abfire of the Gov. Toiii|ddnis. 14. 
MThersou in the Hatntiton, Lieol. Smith in the Asp, and 
Mr- OsgiMid ia the Scourge, were directed to anchor close 
toihe sfaoret and cover the landing of the troops^ and to 
scoitrthe woods and plain wherever the enefmy ^made his 
appeaft*aiic6. All theie orders were promiAly and gaUant* 
}y executed. AU the ves^eit anchored within musket shot 
oC the'sborev and in tea minutes after they opened upon the 
baUerieiythey were completely stleneed and abandoned. 

Our troopwlbmi advanced in three brigades, the advance 
led: by Col. Scott, and lan^d near the fort, which had 
been »iiebced l^ Lieut. Brown. The enemy, who had 
been concealed in a rapine, how advanced in great foreeto 
the edge of the bank to charge our troops. The schoon- 
ers opened so well directed ^nd tremendbns afire of grape 
and caoiister, that the enemy soon retreated from the bank. 
Oar troops formed as soon as they landed, and immediately 
Mcended the bank, charged and routed the enemy in every 
direction, tte sehooners keeping up a cons(tant well direct- 
ed 6re upon hiwBt in his retreat towards the town. Owing 
to tine wind*s having $pratig up very fresh from the east- 
ward, which caused a heavy sea directly on shore, I was. 
not enabled to get the boats off to land the troops from the 
Madison and Oneida, before the first and second brigades 
had advanced. Capt. Smith with the marines, landed with 
C^ M'Comb's regiment, and I had prepared 400 seamen, 
which I iatetided to land with myself, if the ^nemy had 
madea-«tand; but our^roops pursued him so rapidly in- 
to the town and fort George, th.it I found there was no 
necessity for more force; moreover, the wind had increas- 
ed so nmch and hove soch a sea on shore, that the situa- 
tioo of the fleet had become dangerous and cr'tticaL I 
tbBt^re, made a signal for the fl^t to weigh, and order- 
ed tfaeii into the river, where they an^ored immediately 
aflor the enemy had abandoned fort Greorge. The town 
and'forts were in quiet possession of our troops at 12 
o'clock, and the enemy retired in a direction towards 
Qjipeiistown. 

Gapt Perry joined me from Erie on the evening of the 
25ih, and very gallantly volunteered his services, and I have, 
much pleasure in acknowledgmg the great assistance 
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\#hich I raosivod fnuH h'an^j We l<>rt but one killed ttid 
two woundedy and no injorj done to the vesjtels. 

ISAAC CHAUI^CEY. 

Cam. Chatmeof^ to the Seeretarw ^ftiie Nnvy* 
U. S. Ship Maduion^ backet's Hartior^ June 4, 1813. . 
SIR^^I bive the honor to present to.yoo, by the hands 
of Lieut. Dudley^ the British standard taki^ at York, on* 
the 27 Ih of April last, accompanied bff tfte nwce^ over which: 
huMg a hmmm SCALP.-»--These articles, were taken from 
the Parliament bouse by one of my o^ers, and pirfesented 
to me*- The scalp I caused to be presented to Gen. Dear* 
bonH who I believe irtill has it in his possession, i also 
send by the same gentleman, one^f the Bintish flags takc^ 
aft fort George on the 27th of May« 

I have the honor to be, &c i 

ISAAC CBAUNGEY. . 

Lieut. Chauncey to Com* ChauMcey. 

Sackettts Harbor, Jaiie 18> 1813. 
• SIR-^-^According to your orders of the 14tb inst. I pro- 
iieeded off Presque Isle in the schooner Lady of the Lake* 
On the morning of the 16di I fell inwtth aqd captured the 
English Bdhoon^r.Lady Murray, from Kingston bound to 
Yoi4, loaded with provisions and ammunition. 

Enclosed is a list of one ensign. Id non*commissioned 
<)fficer» and privates found on board, with 6 men attached 
to the. vessel. 

I have thehonorto be, &c. 

WOLCOTT CHAUNCEY. 

Baitk at forty mile Creek, Uppet Canada. 
Gen Vincent having takea his stand at forty mile Creek, 
about 33 miles from fort George, after his dt^at at the fort. 
Brig. Gen. Winder was sent in pursuit of bim. On tbe4tb 
of June, Brig. Gen. Chandler, with another detachm«t> 
was sent off from fort Geoi^e to reinforce Gen. WiBiler, 
and arrived at Head Quarters the dtb. A deserter iinaiK^ 
the American camp informed Gen. Vincent of the situatiqa 
of the army, and gave him the countersign ; in five min* 
utes the whole English ar^ny were in motion, and at two 
o'clock on the mornmg of tlie 6th entered our camp. TJie 
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tm(y G^nenhf Whidm* aftd Gfaandler^ in eiidtoVorif% td 
Hovym tfce troops, aiid the deputy quarter-master Oe»erai 
Vandeventer, w«re surrotinded and taken prisoners. Oat 
army tbrmed immediately andTattacked the enemy attkw^ 
point of \fae bayori^, which soon oocasioned a g'eneral 
iroute, the* enemy taking off his prisoners, and leaving Col. 
Clarke^ si?cty pi^isoners, and 2d0 killed in our hands. (Dur 
los6'was 17 killed^ 36 wounded, and 100 missing. 

ATTACK ON SACKETT'S HARBOR. 
^jfen. Srenm to the Secretary of War; 
" ' N. % JSaeketf^ Harbor, June 1,181S. 

* «IR~On the 25th Ultimo, 1 reccired a letter frpm Geni 
Dearborn, requesting me'to repairto tfiis 'post for the pur- 

Else of taking command. Knowing that Lieut. Coh 
ackuB, an officer of the first regiment of dragoons, and 
<if ^xperiehee, was herev'I hesitated, as I would do no act 
#hicfa miffiit wound bis feelings. Tn the might of the S6th 
I received a note fi^om this office! , by Maj. Swan, deputy 
quarter* muster Gen. joining in the request already made 
By Maj. Gen. Dearborn. * I could no looger hesitad^, and 
accordingly ari'ived at this post enrly in the morning of the 
3S9th; Tliese circnmstahces will explain howl came to 
be in command upon tb'^s occasion. Knowing well the 
ground, my an'angeinents for defence, in the event of an 
ittack, were soon made. * 

in the course of the morning of the 28th, Lieut. Chaun^ 
cey, of file navy, came in from the lake, tiring guas <^f 
alarm. Tliose of the same character, intended to bring in 
the militia, were fired from the post. The enemy's ilee| 
soon aftfer appeared accompained by a large number of 
boats. Believing that he would land on the peninsula^ 
commonly called Horse Island, I determined to meet him 
at the water's edge with such militia as I could collect, and 
the Albany volunteers,, undeir the command of Lieut.- CoL 
Mills ; Lieut. Col. Backus^ with the regulars, formed a se* 
cond line ; tjie care of fort Tompkins was comniitled to 
the i^egular arlttlensts and some volunteers, and that of 
Navy P6int to Lieut. Chauncey of the navy. If driven 
from my [josition, Lieut. CoL Backus was ordered to ad* 
vance and meet the head of the enemy's eolum?^> while 
tallying" my corps. I was to fall on its flanks. If Enable 



Digitized by 



Google 



208 triSTORY or thb war. 

Weto resist the enemy's attack, Lieut Chauncey was in 
that case to destroy the stores, fkc. add retire to the south 
shore of the bay, east of Port Volunteer, while I proceed* 
ed to occupy that fort as ocfr dernier resort. 

In the. course of the 27th and during the nights of tlie 
28th and 29th ultimo, a considerable militia force came in^ 
and were ordered to the water side, near Horse Island, oft 
which was Lieut. Col. Mills and his volunteers. Our 
strength at this point was now 500 m^n — all anxious tor 
battle, as far as [H-ofession would go. The moment it was 
light enough to discover the approach of the enemy, we 
found his ships in line between Horse Island and StofijT 
Point, and in a few minutes afterwards^ ^ large boats'filled 
with troops, came off to the larger Indian or Garden Island^ 
tinder cover of the lire of his gun boats. My orders wei^^ 
that the troops should lie close, and reserve their fire tiH 
the enemy had approached so near that every shot migbf 
hit its object It is, however, impossible to execute siicfar 
orders with raw troops, unaccustomed to subordination; 
My orders were in this case disobeyed. The whole line 
fired, and not without effect — but in the moment whife I 
was contemplating this, to my utter astonishment, they 
rose from their cover and fled. Col. Mills fell gallantly 
in brave but vain endeavors to stop his men. I was person- 
ally more fortunate. Gathering together about 100 mili« 
tia) under the immediate command of Capt. M'Nittof that 
corps, we threw ourselves on the rear of the enemy's flank, 
and I trust, did some execution. It was during this last 
movement that the regulars under Col. Backus, first enga- 
ged the enemy — nor was it long before they defeated him. 

Hurrying to this point of action, I found the battle still 
raging, but with obvious advantage on our side. The re*^ 
suit of this action, so glorious for the oflicerl; and soldiers 
of the regular army, has already bee.i communicated in my 
letter of the 29th. H'ad not Gen. Prevost retreated most 
rapidly under the guns of his vessels, he would neter have 
returaed to Kingston. 

The enemy's force consisted of 1000 picked men, led by 
sir George Prevost in person. Their fleet coiisisited of lli^ 
new ship Wolf, the Royal George, the Prince Regent 
JEarl of Moira, two armed schooners, and their gun and 
other boaFs. '. 

'; JACOB BROWN. 
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. KiUe4 %l^— woupded 84 — inissiiig^O- 

Gm* i^wifi ip </4e Sfcrefaryi ^ War. 
f . Sackett's Harbor, Ji^y 20, iSlt;. 

[fi^/zractl'SIR— Our fleet has gone out of the jnnel- 
.liajrbort. wad appeararvr^s ,are in favc^r of its going to sea ia 

f A little QXpecMtiioaaf voliuiteera from the couDtry, to 
Sflmk, by the .^.d^cei of Cqiq. CMancey,) lent 40 soldiers, 
^lisiirom hfiiwe (bcaeixlays aince q». boi^rd of two saiaU 
^\9 boatSi iivitli^asi^ ^uodec <^acb» to the h^^d of the St. 
Jjawfeuq^^ where th^y, captur^ a tipe gun boat modnting 
%%li poiiiiiii&r> 14ibalt^tp4iix )oAded. yf\lh aauminjtiou, 4 offi- 
9eils»,an4 61 menu %V9(^M oiiir ^ahopi^firs went out s^ia 
#^voyieid.,lhem 10. . . , 

,^ Oe9ik Harriswkioihe Se^etafy.o/^^cir, 

i fir. <?• i&n^ca^^ii^ic^jt 5, 181^. , 

V Ihafethe hoooi: to enclose yoa Major Crogb^n's re{ 

fArk of the attack ^K>n fprt Stephen^oo, :wbicb has tbis md- 

ftKral wma tq band* With gr^at re^uect^ Sic. 

, . W. H. HAl^RlSON. 

*? • ■ • • 

Maj^r Croffbanio Gw* liwrris^n. 
. ! hotmr Sari4ushff^ Augt^st 5, 1813. 

. i)ear Sir-^I baw Uie honor tp inform you that the conv 
N hjm^d force of the en^aiy* s^mpnnting to at l^ast .500 regu- 
lars aa4 seven or eigU hundred Indians, under the imme- 
diate, command of Gen* Proctor, padeits appearance be- 
£bre this placei-^arly o^ Sunday evening lai^ find as soon 
mtim Gen. bad oftade such a dii^sition of his troops as 
SKOttld cut oil my retr6at|,s||ouMI be disposed to make one^ 
b#sentC^l, KUiat, accompanied by Major Chambers, witk 
^ flag, to demand the;Hirri^der of the fort» as he was anx- 
mis kospane tbeeflniH^Ji af blood, which be should proba- 
bly po|..baveinhis.po\ver to do, st^puld hei be. reduced to 
the necessity of taking tlie plao^ by storm. .My answer ta 
ihe summons was,, ti^at I wa& detero^ped to defend thef 
place to Uie last extremity, and that no forqi^ howev* 
'..'.'. 27 
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large, should induce me to surrehdfer it So soon an Ibr 
flag bad returned, a brisk fire vrhs opened upon tcis from tbe 
gunboats in the river and from a 5 1-2 inch howitsser o« 
shore, which was kept up With little intermission througiioat 
the night. At an early hotir the next morning, three stxe» 
(which had been placed dtiring the night within 2dOyardii 
of the pickets) beif an to play upon as, but with little eflect. 
About4 o'clock P. M. discovering tliat the fire from idl 
his guns were concentrated against the north-western angte 
of the fort, I became confident that his object was to m^ke 
a breach, and attempt to storm the works at that pmnt I 
therefore ordered out as many men as could be employed 
forthe purpose of strengthening that part, which was so et 
fectually secured by means of bags of flour, sand, &c» tlmt 
the picketing suflTered little or no injury; notwithstanding 
which, the enemy aboat500, having formed in a close eolumn 
advanced to assault our works at the expected point, at the 
same time making two feints oli the front ^Capt Hunter's 
lin^s. The column which advanced against the hotlb-^wes* 
terri apgle, consisting of about 350 men, was sOianveloped 
in smoke, as not to be discovered until it had approached 
within Jl.^ or 20^aces of the lines, btrt the men being all irt 
their posfs and ready to receive it, commenced so heavy 
and g^dliijg a fir4 as to( throw the (ioltimn a litHe im 
to confusion ; being quickly rallied it advanced to the outer 
works und began to leap into the ditch. Just at that mo^ 
meiit a fire of grape Was opened fi'om oor; 6 pounder 
(which had been previously armng^d so as to rake in thai 
direction) which together* with the musketry, thre#** them 
into such confusion that they were compelled to retire preA 
cipitately to the woods. - • 

During the assault, w^hSdi lasted about half an hdnr, an 
incessant fire was kept up by the enemy's artillery (wMcb 
consisted of five sixes and a howiteer) but witliout eiiftet; 
Seventy stand of arms, and several braces- <<^ pistols^havtf 
been collected near the works. About three in-tb^ iiMr$f^ 
ing the enemy sailed down the river, leaving behind- th#ill 
a boat containing clothings ami €^0sid««ft^blB militafy 
stores. Yoiirs with respect, &c. G, CROGHASi;. 

- Killed 1 — wountled 7. 
BRITISH I.OSSU 

Killed 52^woutided 98— -prisoners 25, 
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•^ By a leU^ from Qor^HmAm^n^dz^ed LmerSan^ 
dusky 9 Aug ^Af it appear^: ibat M^or Cragiian\s force was 
160, and tbatof ihe^ioetny, .800. It further states that the 
e^emy Iost>40meh.kilted, in.tbe^itch with LieuL Colonel 
Shorty and several xOffie^St andiaUout the same nuipber of 
rc^gtilars labile advancin)^ to the attack, besides Indians* 
Our \m» wasoiie killed, aad i^^ WiOj^nd^d. — ^he enemy 
S3 kilieil and 25 prUiNierR. 

' What witi Gen. Fi?afci9i!;say9 wbep be finds lie has been 
l>alBed by a y<iiilbt but j^^ passed: bis 21st year. He is^ 
however, aHeri^ w(N:tbi^ of btisgaiiaiU; micle. Gen. George 
Hi. Clarke' [iSlee Ge?*. Jlarrisoti U^^iJie Sefieiaty of Wqr.\ 

LOSS OF THE CHESAPEAKE. "^ 

JJeui* Budd to the Skprelary <^' t/ie JSavtf. 
/ ; . . H^Ufax^ June 15, J 813. 

SIR-^Tbe tinfortunate death of C^pt. ffames Lawrence^ 
and.'Ijiieat:4^^^u^ ^'- Ludlovfi, has rendered it my duty 
to ibform you of the captuxe pf the late U. States frigate 
Cbesapeake. 

On Tuesday, June 1, at 8^ A. M, we unmoored ship 
and at meridian got under ,way from President^ Roads, 
with a light wind from the southward and westward, and 
proceeded on a cruise* A ship was then in sight in the 
<^ffing which had the appearauee of a ship, of war, and 
which, from infdrni^ation r'eceived from pilot boats and 
craft, we J^elieved to be the British fri gate Shannon. We 
made sail in chase and cleared ship for. action. At half past 
4 P. M« «be hove to, with her bead to the southward and 
eastwaa*d» AX&, took in tbexoyals and t6p*gallant-sails 
and at half past five hauled the courses up. About 15 
minutes beforel 6, the taction eoau^enced within pistol shot. 
The first broadj^iide did great ^xecption on both sides^ 
damaged our rigging, killed among others Mr. White the 
^e sailing master, and wounded Capt« Lawrence. In 
about 12 minutes atW tbe commencement of the actiot>| 
we fell on board of the enemy ai|d imn^ediately after one 
of ottr ann chtsls.oi^ the quarter-dqck was blown up by a 
Jiand grenade thrown from the enemy's ship. In a few 
minutes one of the Capte« aids caoi^ on the gun deck, to in*. 
form tne tliatthe boarders were called, limnaediately calleitl, 
the boarders away and proceeded t^tbe spar deck, where 
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I found thiUeiKsniy h^nn 0mt4 mkm tioodigy m^mi iudl 
gamed possession of oiir qnaiter deck* I iiiiaMdiate)]r 
gave orders to hftut on board tho fore ttck^ for ti^ purpM^ 
of sbooting the ship^learof tfae^otberttiiidtb^iiiadeQBflA- 
teiiipt to regain the quarter deokv init was ^»«ii»ded aad 
thrown down 60 the gua deck. I liffoa made aa stiforito 
coH^theboardersylHitiiitli^aia^ft timelha' atiemy had 
gaiofid complete popsfiasaioa of ihe ^Mp^ On my hmag 
carried dowo to Ae cack^it^ I iheir# found'Ckf*.liavrvaiio$ 
and Lieut* Lodfow hoth mottally woondadk $ 4bo fiDMMr 
bad been caitied batowpret tqasly fca^ hoahi p^ bbiiig'boarck 
ed; the latter was wounded in attempting to e^ail Jtfa^ 
bttirders. Among those who foil early m th^ aclaoa ' was 
Mr. Edward J. BaUlird»the4th Lieut, and Lieut. James 
Broom of marines/ 

I hereia enelt>se4o yaa a return of th^ killed and wound? 
ed» by which you wiH perc^ve that ^^ay^ ofiker^ typon 
whom the charge of the i^p would devoli% was eiithei^ 
killed or wounded previouisly to her x^aptura. 

The Shannon had> in addition to her full oomplMn^t, 
an officer and 16 men baloog^ng to the Belb V^vA^ wd if 
pmi of the ere w^ belongiag to ti^ Timedaa* * 

I have the honor to be, flee. 

GEORGE BUDB. 

Killed 60— wounded 8^ 

BBJtTiSH lA^Sk 

Killed 27~wpaQded^ilk 



Cant» Ckauncey ^ Seamtm^ of tUe Nmn^. i 
V. S. SMm. Pike, (sff^ Niagara, Aug. 4, 18ia 
[Extract.] SIR—Oa UietfiSiftbh I was joined by the Perl, 
and on the 27A by the Lady of the Lake^ w^ guides, 
and Capt. Crane's coi|Apaii^4>f artiHisry^ and CM** Scott, 
who had very l^dsomely rokinteer^ foE the service — 
After conversing with Col. Saott upon Ui^ subject; it was 
thoughtadvisab^ to take 0n board 260 lafantry, whMh by 
tiie extraordinary exertians of that e&aellenl offiai^» w^ne 
embarked before six o'clock the* next morning omd apj^nsd 
and anchored in the haiiior of ITorik, at aboai^d Pw M. e^ 
the 31sty run tiieschoonefs into the uppear badbor, landaflt 
t|ie marines audaoldieis.tttidw tlie coan^andof CoK SciMi 
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witbMt dppteitioliriiMndl^M imiMfred baom^ of fie^r 
anA pp«fMiicrai»jn tbs pobfioti^mboaiief Atefitwt of cm* 
iMfB, efeten kKymta^ ahd « qtifttitiljr^f jdwAt ^eUs, And oUier* 
frloflK», alirwkicb v^lre eil^rde«tra or< bi^oii|rbl away« 
On the Ifll »8t. ' jiiflbafbr nineiTiitg^ ^i b^alrfl all the v^ewels 
oocdd take^ I -diir^led the blirraeks and the pcri^lic sUire- 
hooses to be bnmt ; we tban'veHembarked the men and pro- 
^SMded for tiiiift p\m^ where I arriv^ yMtordaj;- Betii^een 
4:aQd4(M)^menteftlY«i#k<for ttie licdui df Hbe^lake two daytf 
Mfareweairivsed thoie. Sonne ; few prbi^t^rs were taken, 
ffOMe of whom wi»e paroled, the others halite i»eea)a»ded at 
JP^ort^Oe€vge% > • • -i . , ' ; . 

I fanv6 ^e^benNir to be, Jce. 

, w / . ISAAC OHAUNCEY. 



CAPTURE OF THE DOMINICO. 
Cagpt^Jolm H. Dent t9ike Secmtmy of ike NuVf. 

Olwrlestony Aug. 31, 1813. 
[JSr<rac<.] 1 have the b(Hior toiolfiDrm you tliat the ^n^ 
iMrt^iehooaer Decatur^ of thw port, amved here yester*^' 
idayt with EL B. M. scltooner Domintesi, her pr^ae* 

She was captured on the ]^ inst. altera most g^allaid; 
tod deip^t^ action of one houTi and carried by bearding, 
haningallheroffieerskiUedor wounds except one mid* 
jihipmaik The Dominico ' tmmnts :Id. guns, one a Sd 
jpounder on a pivot, and had aedinplmaieaft of 88 men. 

She wte one of Uie bj^ equipped and manned vessel^ of 
her class I haiTe ever seen^ . The Decatur mounts 7 guiksi 
And bad a comptemeirt of lOS ttien. 
{ bare the l)pnor to be^ &o* ' , 

JOpNBL DENT. 

ABffEitI€AN :bOSSt 
KiUed;5^->Wounded 14. 

itiUed 18^--^wounded43 — prisoners 70. 

Burning ofShdnsy iVl F.-^Sodus was the lirst town 
bamtin 4£ii» wnr* This was a handsome little Tillage of 
about 40h^enses/ The British appeared H>ff the place, the 
17th ^ne, 1^1^^ but finding a considerable militia force, put 
^iatotheiiiake..* Themiitia were^disbanded en the2(Hb 
HHrlieti the enemy afainiretdtoed^ mad offered a li^diog^.-*^ 
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Fimling \be {naA^Iftc Mdr^ (imAy^ venoi^, lihey ioMiie^ 
ately sel fire to every valuable hoasse in Ibe tiUcfe^e^ mtd re^* 
tmtied to theirvenekt after sufiertng' a toss ^4 kflledt and 
several wounded, by a few cUh^Bs* The ieneniy^^ fevee- 
con««ted ollhe Royal George, Earl Mocia^ Prince Regent, 
Simcoe schr. and several small boats and- teiiders. 

Attmk on Crmmf Ishmd. f V«r«)'^-^» the SOIfa :Jmicv^ 
the British attirinpted/a lABding.on.ttiiiiiI^aiicl^'fiir tbatfrnr* 
pose of more easily cQtu|tterfiig NorCotic Thirteen sl»|iso£ 
tbeliiie^aiiefaofe*ed off James river,. trtMs Jiriaieh: abeirt^ SlifM) 
troops were embarked for Craney Island.— Cam. Ca^n^ 
of the gun boalSt and Capt Morrisv of tim G^sleUaitoti^. 
frigate^ manned, two batteries with 250 men oii the point of 
he Island to receive them i -ihe remainder of the force; 
2Q0 were s^itioned on Uie beadi« At 8 o'^dbck the bargee 
attempted to land, bot were drivcen. b^k, with - the 4dS8 of« 
250 killed and wounded, and 45 prisoners, aad their lar- 
gest barge, which was sank, with 75 nieii on board ;iUie 
boat and 20 men "were, fimtiy saved by the. Amctieam-*-* 
our loss WW 28 ktU^iaiid woun(^« i / . ^ 

Capture qfHim9pi(m.-^Thei6\h of J4ine the foi^e tbiA 
attempted Craney Isllynd, landed at Hampton^ a»d carriodL 
ii after a gallant defence made by our militia,*43d stroog^ 
for forty 4ive mmnles. The eaemyattad^ed^s by land 
and water; their land for^e was aboiit 2500 strong* of 
whom 400 were rifleman. After our n^n were complete^ 
ly surrounded, they saw^hat4fady«masteidi^r surrender, or 
break their way through the enemy s liases. Th^ resolved 
apon the latter, when the gallant Maj^ Cmtchjield^ led 
them on, and broke the lines, and made^ood their relr^arf; 
after killing and weanding 200 of ihethiuiviei*sarks. One 
loss on this occasion was Mven killed, twelve wounded, 
and twelve prisoners. 

A scene now commenced sofficient to chill llie blood of 
the Savagjes, aiMl even put them to the blush 4 

*To give you, sir, (says Maj. CriUAhfield ;in his Oifiicial 
account to Gov* Barbour^) an ictea of the sav«ge*lik6$ dis- 
position of the eneiny, ot% their g^^vtig possession of th^ 
neighborhood, would be > a rain attempt.. Although sir 
Sidney Beckwitb a^ii»^ me lii&tioo T|n<^HiiD&is need lie 
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felt^ in relation ta l*be unfoiffmatd Anierteatis, the fact is' 
that en ye^erda}% [two days after the battle^] there were 
sett^etiai dead hodi^ lyiog" unbiiried, and ihe urouikled not 
e^mt assisted : into tbe towoy aitfaongf h obscinred ta be cr^wl- 
ing'tHrough the fields towards that cold and inhospitable 
re-i^eptiot). 

* The unfortunate females of Hampton^ who could not 
l«ttve the^town, w^e siatikred >taye abCised in the most 
shmniefal maoner, aot only 'by the vetiai savst^ foe, but by 
flie antbrtttfiate and in&tnatedf Macks, who were encou- 
raged i»rtheif ^e&€«sfli6s. They pillaged and enoonraged 
every act. of rapine aful inurder, titling' a poor man, by 
the oame^f i^inAy who bad been iying on his bed at the 
point of death, for i^oreithaft six. weeks, .$hooti«$f -his wife 
at the same{tinie,ia the hip, and kiliins;^ his faithful dog.ly-^ 
ktg under • bis ^f4^t* The murdered Kirby was lying kuii . 
ixight; weltering in his foloed/ - • ' 

• CapL Cwper to Lieut. Gov. Mallory. 
- [JSrimc*.] SIR— * The enemiy twk possession of Hftmp*- 
ton, wiiii upwards of 2000 men against those i^ove men* 
tiunedj witli the immeme loi^s of upwards of 200 killed 
and wcifiiided*, on their p^rt* We had t^oot 5 killed, 10 
trednded, and 4 prisoners, — the balance have been ac^ 
oocmted for. 

* I was- yesterday in Hampton with my troop, tbatpbce 
having been evacuated in the morning. — Mjf 6lood ran 
cold at what I saw and h^ard. — Teai*s were shedding in 
every corner, — Ibe infamous seoundi*els, monsters, destroy- 
ed every tkin^f but the houses, and (my pen is almost un- 
willing to describe it,) the woii^en wem raviehed by those 
abandoned ru^ians^: — Gr^t Godl my dear fHend, figure 
to yourself our Hampton females, lieizedy and treated with 
violence by those fnonsierSf wmit nod a solitary American 
present to avenge their wrongs ! ! But enongli^I can say 
no more of this.' 

Certificate. The enemy robbed the Pulpit and Com- 
mimtou Table, in the. £piscot>at Church, of all the trap- 
pings, &c» together w4th all the plate, althoi>gh inscribed, 
with tfie.name of the Donor, and of the parish to which 
they bdoiiged They committed Rape in many iiistance^ 
and muidered aaick man in bis bed;^ and shot a ballithrough 
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his wi(e'» tUgh ; they wsntonly destroyed every specie irf 
propei^y that they had no us6 for, «tid, in laet, even strip 
ped the ^ii*t ^ff the back of Giofffe H&p^f senV abdnt 1^ 
years of age, and took the shoes from his ifeet, after priek^ 
ing him with the bayonet. 

JOHN WESTWOOD, Hmmpteft. 

• MuT^kv of John BJ Grdves.'^-^Mr. Graves was a mem-^ 
ber of the 23d regt. Infantry, and was vrounded throng 
Ihe arm at the afttack on Sackett's Harbor in May« and 
was i^tna^veitf to Osweg'o. When Oswego was aitaeked^ 
€^av^ had so far recoi^red as to be able to load and "fire, 
and stood his gronnd like a helro. Unfortnnatety, he was 
agaiti wounded; and earrted to a log bouse. with two oth^ 
ers. Oar men shortly affer retreated, and an SNGUS£t 
OFFrcBR, a tA^lenaniy eame to the door of the house, and 
presented a fnzee at him j upon whieh Graves exckilmedt 
* O mercy y for heavens sake shew me mercy ; dont shoot me 
Offain, 1 am badly fVoundedi* The officer locked his piece, 
which was within ite own kn^th of Graves, weltering in 
his blood, and with an infeimal grin, said VijXj smsw you^ 
unsRCY, GOB DAMN YOU,' and immediately ^scharged 
itsc6ntent», a ball and three buckshot, into his breast-rr^* . 
This inhuman villain soon met his reward, for scarcely had 
he turned his eyes from the object of his barbarity, wben 
he was shot through the brain, and felt dSad almost withiii 
reach of Graves. 

Skirmishhiff at fori George; U. 0kmada. 

On the 14th of August 1813, Gen, Pmctor attacked ooif 
pickets at day break ; after a short engagement, in which 
the enemy had 15 killed, and one Capt. and several pri- 
vates made prisoners, our force retired to the fort with the 
loss of 2 kilted and several wounded. 

On the ufgbt of the 17lh, our troops and a few Indians 
formed an ambuscade, about 300 strong, immediately in 
front of the British camp. At day light our Indians rose 
and gave the war-whoop, and the enemy considoring it a 
friendly call; came forth, and wei\e within half rifle shot 
before they discovered the stratagem. They wei^ met 
upon all sides, and made but little resistance ; 75 beings 
killed the first slK>t, and the reniainder, 16, surrendered as 
prisoners. 
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Cot Wnu Russelts of Vincwftps, with ^73 men, chiefly 
vo}QE|lear^f from Kecitti^ky and Ohio, warched from Yil- 
Ioqia,on the 26th Jnoej for. the porpose of ri^ieving^ the 
froatier inhabitants of the siivages. Jn marching through 
their country four weeks^ they succeeded in destroying six-? 
te^jEi of their tillages, and a conaid^rable quantity of corn# 
ke. lYiid returned without the .lo$$ of a »ngle man, brmging 
in several prisoners, and 10 horses which the Indians had 
p^jiSiged a f e>v da}^9 l)eforefrom the lufaaljyitantsu . 

^A Yankee trick-^On the «h of July, 1813, Com. Lewis^ 
eonuna^daot of the flotilla of gun boats at i^ew-York^senk 
cytit the fishing smaek Yankee, from Mii^quito cove, for 
the purpose <if taking by stratagem^ the sloop. Eagle,, a ten- 
der to the Poictiers of 74 gunsi which had been very trOuble^x 
some to the Jishermen uif Sandy Hool^, where they, were 
cnutsian^ A caiiVasheapf and a goose were purcliased and 
secured pa deck ; andJbetween dO and 40 men, well armed 
wiih.mui^etSf were secreted in the cabin and fore peak of 
the smacks Thus prepared, with tlu-ee men dressed in 
fisherman's clothes on deck, she put oMt to fiiea as if going 
on, a fishing trip^ The £agle 04i perceiving the smack 
gave chase* and. after coming up with her^ seeing she -had 
live stocji on deck, ovd^ed her to go do[wn to the Commo- 
dore^^about five miles distant. The helmsman cried 'a^e» 
at/fipsif:^' and apparently put up the.hehn fur that purpose^ 
which brought her alongside the Eagle, not mwe than 
three yards distant The watch-word, Lawrence^ was then 
given, when the armed men rushed from their hiding places 
ami poured into her a volley of musketry^ which struck her 
crew with dismay* and drove them all into the hold with 
such precipitancy* that they had not time to strike their co- 
lours. The Eagle bad on hoard a 3^ lb. brass howitzer, 
loaded with shot ; but their surprise was so sudden that 
they had not time to fire it* . The crew consisted of a masr 
ter, one midshipman, and 11 marines from the Poictiers*-— 
Thie prize arrived at Whitehall, amidst the shouts of thi9U<« 
sands who were celebrating the 4th ofjfuly^ 
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BtTRROWS' VICTORY. 

Lieut. M'Call to tfie Secretary of the Navy. 
U. S, Brig Enterprize, Portland, llh Sept. 1813. 

[Exiract.] SIR — In conseqaence of the aiifortanate dealb 
of Lieut. William Barrows, lat^ eomtnander of thi» 
vessel, it devolves on me to acquaint you with the result of 
the cruise. After sailing* from Portsmouth on the 1st inst. 
we steered to the eastward ; and on the morning of the 3dr 
off Wood Island^ discovered a schooner, which we chased 
into this harbor, where we anchored. On the morning of 
the 4th, weighed anchor, and swept out, and continued our 
coarse to the eastward* Having received information of 
several privateers being off Manhagan, we stood for that 
place ; and on the following morning, in the bay near Pen* 
gum Point, discovered a brig getting under way, which 
appeared to be a vessel pf war, and to whi^ we immedi-- 
ately gave chase. She flred several gnnt^ and* stood for us, 
tiaving four ensigns hoisted. After recoonoitering and 
discovering her force, and the nation to which she belong- 
ed, we hauled upon a wind to stand out of the bay, and at 
3 o'clock shortened sail, tacked to run down with an inten- 
tion to bring her to close action. At twenty minutes after 
3 Pt M . when within haJf pistol shot, the firing commenc- 
ed from both, and after being warmly kept up, and with 
&on)e manceuvreing,^ the enemy hailed and said they had 
surrendered, about 4 F» M. Their eolonrs being nailed to 
the wasiSf could not be hauled down. She proved to be his 
B. M. brig Boxer, of 14 guns,. Samuel BIythe, Esq. com- 
mander, who fell in the early part of the engagement, hav- 
ing received a cannon shot through the body. And I am 
Sony to add that Lieut. Burrows, who had gallantly led us 
into action, fell also about the same time by a musket ball,, 
which terminated his existence in eight hours. 

The Enterprize suffered much in spars and rigging, and 
the Boxer in spars, riggitig^ and- hul]> having many i»hots 
between wind and waten. 

As no muster roll that can be fully relied on has 4:6m^ 
into my possession, I cannot exactly state the number kiiU 
cd and wounded on board the Boxer, but from information 
veceived from the officers of that vessel,. it appears there 
were between twenty and twenty-five killed, and fbarli^a^ 
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' wounded, ij^odosed is a list of Mie killed and wounded 
on board the Enterprize. I have the hoAor to be, &c. 
EDWAKD R. M'C ALL, Semor Offieei. 

AMBIUCAN LOSS. 

Killed 4— Wottnded 10— total 14. 

BJilTlSH LQ^. 

Killed 26— Wounded 14— total 39. 



CHAPTER IX. 

PERRY'S VICTORY. 

Com. Perry to the Secretary qf t/ie Navy. 
U. S. briff Niqyara, I/ike Erie^ Sept. 10, J 813. 
SIR — It ba&pleased the Almighty to give to the arms qf 
Idle United States a signal victory over their enemies on 
jtbis lake. The British squadron consisting of 2 ships, 2 
brigs, 1 scboouer^ and 1 sloop, have this moment surren^ 
dered to the force under my command, after a sliarp con- 
flict. I have the honor to be, &c. 

O. H. PERRY. 



Com. Perry ia ilie Secretary of the Navy. 
U. S. Sch. Ariel, Put4n^bay, Sept. IS, 1813. 
SIR — In my last I informed you that we had captured 
Ihe enemy's fleet on this lake. I have now the honor to 
^ive you the qsost important particulars of the action. 
On the morning. of the 10th inst..at sun-rise, they were dis- 
covered from Put-in-bay, where I lay at anchor with the 
squadron under my command. We got under weigh, the 
wind light at S. W. and stood for them. At 10 A. M. the 
wind hauled to S. E. and brought us to windward; form- 
ed the line and bore up. Atl^ minutes befpre twelve^ 
the enemy comno^nced tiring ; at 5 minutes before twelve 
the action commenced on our part. Finding their fire 
very destructive, owing ^ their long guns, and its being 
mostly directed at the Lawrence, I made sail, and directed 
the other vessels to follow for the purpose of closing with 
theei^my.^ Every hrace and bowline being i^oon shot 
away» she became unmanageable, notwithstanding the gr6a^ 
exertions of the sailing-master. In this situation she susk 



Digitized by 



Google 



B20 IBBQBrQiar.aFTPB WAK. 

4 

taiiiifid die action upwarda of itwo. hours witiiia camsterittf* 
tonce, until every gun was r^B^ered useless, and the gresA^ 
erpart other crew either J&illed^or woufi<led. Finding 
she could no longer annoy ilie enerny, I left her in charge 
of Lieut. Yaitiall, who, 1 was convinced from ihe bravery 
already displayed by him, would do what would comporK 
with th^ honor of the flag. At half ^art two, the wind 
springing up, CJapt. EUiot was enabled to bring bis vessel, 
the Niagara, gallantly into close ^ctipn ; I immediately 
went on board of her, when lie anticipated my wish by vol- 
unteering to bring the schooners which had been Jcepl; . 
astern by the lightness of the wind, into qlps^action* It. 
was with unspeakable pain that 1 saw soon after I got eii 
board the Niagara, the flag of the Lawrence come dawn, 
although 1 was perfectly sensible that she had becR liefend^ 
fid to the last, aod that to have continued to make a show 
of resistance would have been a wanton- sacrifice of the re-p 
mains of her brave crew. But the eoeniy was not able -to 
take possession of her, and circuinstances soon permitted 
her flag again to be hpisted* At 45 minutes past two, the 
signal was made for * close action.' The Ni«^K»*'**» being 
very little injured, I determiptd to pass through the enemy's 
lines, hore up and passed ahead of their two sliips and a 
brig, giving a raking fire to them from the starboard guns, 
and to a large schooner, atid sloop, from the larboard side, 
at half pistol-shot distance. The sh»aller vessels at this 
iame having got jwilbin grape and canister distance, under 
the direction of C^pt. Elliot, and keeping up a well direct 
ed fire, the 2 siups,>a brig, and a schooner, surrendered, a 
schooner and sloop making a vain attempt to escape, 
^ Those pflScers a«d\men who were immediately under 
my observation evinced the greatest gallantry, and I have 
no doubt that all others conducted themselves as became 
American officers and seamen. Lieut. Yarnall, first of the 
Lawrence, although several times woimded, I'efused to quit 
the deck. 

I have the honor to enclose you a statement of the rela*? 
live force of the squadrons. The Capt and first Lieut, of 
the dween Charlotte, and first Lieut, of the Detroit were 
killed — Capt. Barclay, senior officer, and the commander 
of the Lady Prevost, severely wounded. The commander 
of the Hunter and Cbippeway slightly wounded. Yhei|i 
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iMg in killed and wounded Ihavie not been able to ascer- 
•tain ; it most, however, have been very great. 
Tery, respectfully, &c, 

^ O.H.PERRY. 

U. S. Sth: Ariel, Pul-in-bay, Sept 13, 1813. 

SIR— I have cau^^d the prisoners taken on the 10th inst. 
*5rbe landed at Sandusky, and hare rc<]^e8ted Gen. Harri- 
eon to have them marched to Chihcothe, and there wait un- 
til your pleasure shall be known respecting them. 

The Lawrence has been so entirely cut up, it is absolute- 
ly necessary she should go into a safe harbor; I have there- 
fore directed Lieut. Y arnall to proceed to Erie in her, with 
the wounded of the fleet, and dismantle and get her over"^ 
the bar as soon as poi^sible. 

The two ships in a heavy sea this day at anchor lost their 
masts, being much injure<l in the action. I shall haul 
ttiem into the inner bay at this place and moor them for the 
present. The Detroit is a remarkably fine ship, sails well, 
and is very strongly built. The Queen Charlotte isa miicli 
superior Vessel to what has been represented. The Lady 
^re vost is a large line schooner. 

Force of the American squadron. 
liawrence 20 guns — Niagara 20 — ^Caledonia 8 — 'Ariel 4~ 

Scorpion 2 — Somers 4 — ^Trippe 1 — ^Tigress 1; — Porcu^ 

pine 1 — total 56 guns. 

Force of the British squadron. 
Detroit 21 guns — Queen Charlotte 18 — Lady Prevost 14—^ 
' Hunter 10 — Little Belt 3 — Chippeway 3 — total 60 guns. 

The exact number of the enemy's force has not been as- 
certained, but I have good reason to believe that it exceed- 
isd ours by nearly 100 men. 

J have the honor to be, &c. O. H. PERRY. 

AMERICAN 3LOSS, 

Killed 27— wounded 96. 
British loss not known, 

CAPTURE OF MALDEN. 

Gen. Harrison to the Secretary of War. 

H. ^. Amhersiburg^ Sept. 23, 1813. 
SIR — I have the honor to inform you that I landed the 
army under my command abput|^8 miles below this place at 3 
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o'clock this evening-, without oppositiot), and took poss^s^ 
sion of the town in an hour after. Gen. Proctor has retreat^ 
ed to Sandwich with his regular troops and Indians, hav* 
ing previously burned the fort, navy yard, barracks, and 
public store houses ; the two latter were very extensive, 
covering several acres of ground. I will pursue the ene- 
my to-morrow, although there is no probability of my over- 
taking him, as he has upwards of one thousand horses, 
and we have not one iti the. army. I shall think myself 
fortunate to be able to Collect a sufiiciency to mount the 
Gen. officers. Tt is supposed here that Gen. Proctor in- 
tends to establish himself upon the river French, forty miles 
from Maiden. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 

HARRISON'S VICTORY. 

Gen. Harrison to the Secretary/ of War. 

H. Q. Detroit, Oct. 9, 181ff. 
' SIR— In my letter from Sandwich of the 23d ultimo, I 
did myself the honor to inform you, that I. was preparing 
to pursue the enemy the following day. From various 
causes, however I was unable to put the troops in motion 
until the morning of the 2d inst. and then to take with tnt 
only about one hundred and forty of the regular troops^ 
Johnson's mounted regiment, and such of Governor Shel- 
by's volunteers as were fit for a rapid march, the whole 
amounting to about three thousand five hundred men. To 
Gen. M'Arthur (with about 700 efiectives) the protecting 
of this place and the sick was committed. Gen. Cass's 
brigade, and the corps of Lieut. Col. Ball, were left at 
Sandwich, with orders to follow me as soon as the men re-- . 
ceived their knapsacks and blankets, wAich had been left 
on an island in Lake Erie. 

The unavoidable delay at Sandwich v^'^as attended with 
no disadvantage to us. Gen. Proctor had posted himself 
at Dalson's on the right bank of the Thames (or Trench) 
fifty six miles from this place, where I was ififormed he in- 
tended to fortify and wait to receive me. He must have 
believed, however, that I bad no dis[K>sition to follow him, or 
that he had secured my continuance here, by the reports that 
were circulated that the Indians would attack and destroy 
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tfiis pUiefe upoQ the advance of the army ; as he Deflected 
to coamieDce the breaking up the bridges until the night of 
Ihe 2d inst* On that night our army reached the river, 
which is twenty-five miles from Sandwich, and is one of 4 
streams.cros^siing our route, over all of which are bridges, 
and being deep and^iniiddy, are unfordable for a considera- 
ble distance into the country — the bridge here was found 
Entire, and in the morning I proceeded with Johnson's re- 
giment to save if possible the others* At the second 
bridge over a branch of the river Thames, we were fortu- 
oate enough to capture a Lieut, of dragoons and eleven 
|>rivates, who had been sent by Gen. Proctor to destroy 
them. Fi'om the prisoners I learned that the third bridge 
was broken up atnl that the enemy bad no certain informa- 
tion of our advance^ The bridge having been imperfect- 
ly destroyed, was soc^n repaired and the army encamped at 
Drake's farm, four miles belorw Dalson s, 

TheriverThames, along the banks of which our ronte 
lay, is a fino deep stream, navigable for vessels of consider- 
able burden, after the passage of the bar at it* mouth, over 
which, there is six aiul a half feel water. 

The baggage of the army was brought from Detroit in 
boftt» protected* by tht*ee gun-boats, wl^ich Com. Perry 
iiad furnished fot* the purpose, as well as to cover the pas- 
sage of the array over the Thames itself, or the mouths of 
its tributary streams ; the bunks being low and the country 
generally open (prairies^ as high as Dalsoirs, these vessel^)' 
were well calculated for that purpose. Above Dalson^s 
however,, ihe character of the river and adjacent country [9 
considerably changed. — The former, though still deep, i$ 
very iMirrow and its banks high and woody. The Com- 
mo<lore and myself therefore agreed upon the propriety 
of leavtngfthe boats under a guard of one hundred and fif- 
ty infantry, and I deterni^inied to trubfc to fortune and the 
bravery of my troops to eft'ecb thepassage pf the river. Be- 
low a place called Chatham and 4 miles above Dalson's i» 
the third unfordable branch of thie Thames ; the bridge over 
its mouth had been taken up by the Indians, a» well as that at 
M'Gregor^s Mills, one mile above — several hundred of the 
Indians remained to dispute our passage, and upon the 
arrival of the advanced guard, commenced fj heavy fire^ 
from the opposite bank of the creek as well as Ihat of the 
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river. Believiog that the whole force of the eneQty iiijs0| 
there, I halted the army, formed in order of battle^ and 
brottght up our two six-pounders to cover the , party th^t 
were ordered to repair the bridge — a few shot from .tbo^e 

EieceSy soon drove'offthe Indians and enabled xx^f ia two 
ours to repair the bridge nnd cross the troops. CoL 
Johnson's mounted regiment being upon the right of the 
army, had seized upo^ the remains qf the bridge at th^ 
mills under a heavy fire from the Indians. Our loss qn thid 
occasion, was two killed and three or fpur woundedt th^at of 
the enemy was ascertained tq be considerably greater. A 
house hear the bridge containing a very considerable num^ 
ber of muskets had been set on tirer—but it w^&^xtinguish^ 
•ed by our troops and the arms saved. . At the first fajri». 
above the bridge, we found one of tlie. enemy's .vessels ou 
fire, loaded with arms and ordnance stores, and learned 
that they were a few miles ahead of us, still on the jrjgbfc 
bank of tl>e fiver with the great body of the Indians. . At 
Bowles' farm, four miles from the bridge we halted <for the 
night, found two other vessels and a large . destillery filled 
with ordnance and other valuable stores tp an immense 
amount in flames — it was impossible to put out the fire-r-lwa 
twenty-four-pounders with their carriages were takeii and 
a large quantity of ball and shells of various sizes^ The 
army was put in motion e^rly on tl^ morning of the 5th ; t 
pushed on in advance with the mounted regiment and requests 
«d Gov. Shelby to follow as expeditiously as possible wi||| 
the infantry j the Governor's zeal and that of his mea, ^naw^ 
bled them to keep up with the cavalry, and by 9 o'clocky.we 
were at Arnold's Mills, having taken in the course of the,, 
morhing two gun-boats and several batteaux loaded,, with 
provisions and ammunition. 

A rapid at the river at Arnold*s milk affords the only 
fording to l>e met with for a considerable distance, but, up* 
on examination, it was foiind too deep for the infanU'y*^ 
Having, however, fortunately taken two or three boats and 
some Indian canoes on the spot, and obliged the borsei^iCiiQl 
tp take a foot'-man behind each, the whole were safely 
crossed by 12 o'clock. Eight miles from the crossing we 
passed a farm, where a part of the British troops had eiH 
camped the night before, under the command of Col. War* 
burtofi. The detachment with Gen. Proctor had arrived 
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ibb dft|lteforeat the Moravian towns, 4 miles ^vigber up. 
Being now oei^nly neai* the enetny, I (directed \U^ a4r 
iwice of Johnson's regiment to accelerate their ma^ch for 
t^ purpose q( procuring iuteltigence. The officer com- 
manding itf in a short time, sen( to inform me, that his pro«> 
gress was stopped hy the enemy, who were formed acrosfi 
our line, of march. . One of the enemy's waggouers ^being 
alflto. taken prisoner, from the information received irom 
htm, and my own observation, assisted by some of iny offi* 
oers, I sopn ascertained enough of their position and order 
t^ battle, to del^enuine that, which it was proper fqr va^ to 

.fWoi the plaice wh^rcour army last halted, to the Mpra^ 
vian iowns a distance o( abput three and a half milei», th^ 
rosad ])asses through a beach forest without any clearing, and 
f^ir die liriit two miles near to the bank of the river. At 
from two to 9U0 yardp from the river, a swatnp extends parj- 
uUelrto it, thrc^ighont the whole distance. The intermedj- 
fite ground is dry, and although the trees are tolerably 
thiek, it is in many places clear of underbrush. Acrpsy» 
thisittrip of land, its lefl appayed upon the river, supported 
by i|rtil'^>^y placed in the wood, their right in the swanap 
4H^.vetred by the whole of tlie Indian force, the British troops 
Merejirawn up. 

The troops at my disposal consisted of about 120 regulai^ 
.of the 27 ih regiment, five brigades of Kentucky volunteer 
militia infanti*y, under his Excellency.Gov, Shelby, aver- 
aging less than five hundred men, and Col. Johnson's regi* 
ment ofjfnonnted infantry, makirig in the whole an aggre- 
gate, i^omething about jSOOO. ]\o disposition of an army 
oppoi^ed to an Indian force can be safe unless it is secured 
on tl>e flanks and in tbe rear. I had therefore no difficulty 
ill armnging the infantry conformably to my general ordei* 
^f batfte. Gen. Trotter's brigade of 500 men, formed the 
frout line, his-right upon the road and his left upun the 
swiamp. Gen. King's brigade as a second line, 150 yards 
in tite rear of Trotter's, and Chiles' brigade as a oorps of 
reiierve iji the rear of il. These three brigades ^formed the 
cauMOo^nd of Major-General Henrv > the whole of Gen» 
-Desha's division, consisting of two brigades, were formed 
fmpoim^ upon the left of TrpUer. 

29 
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' Whilst I wa» engaged in fotthing the infantry, I hdA di- 
rected Cdl. Johnson's regiment, which was still in fronts' lo 
b^ formed in two lines opposite to the enemy, and upon the 
advance of the infantry, to take ground to the lefty and. 
forming upon that flank to endeavor to turn the right of the 
Indians. A moment's reflection, however, convinced roe 
that from the thickness of the woods and swampiiess of the 
ground, they would be unable to do any thing on horse- 
back, and there was no time te dismount them and place 
their horses in security. I therefore determined to^ refuse 
my left to the Indians, Suid to break the British lines ill 
once by a charge of the mounted infantry j the meAsure 
was not sanctioned by any thing I had ever seen or heard 
of; but 1 was fully convinced that it would succeed. - The 
American back woodsmen ride better in the woods than 
any olber people. A musket or rifle is no impediment U> 
them, being accustomed to them from their earliest youth. 
I was persuaded, too, that the enemy would 'be quite un- 
prepared for the shock, and that they could not resist it. 
Conformable to this idea, I directed the regiment to be 
drawn up in close column, with its right at the distance of 
60 yards from the road, (tliat it might be, in some measure, 
protected by the treesfrom the artillery) its left upon the 
swamp, and tochar^e at full speed as soon as the enemy b?rd 
delivered their fire. The few regular troops of the 27th re- 
giment, under Col. Paul, occupied in a column of sections 
of four, the small space between the road and the river, for 
the purpose of seizing the enemy's artillery, and some ten 
or twelve friendly Indians to move under the bank. The 
crolc/iet formed by the front line, and Gen. Desha's divi- 
sion, was an important point. At that place the venerable 
Governor o/'/ie/t/wcA^ywHs^' posted, who, at the age of sixty- 
six, pi-estrves all the vigor of youth, Ihe ardent zeal which 
distirrgaished hiin in the revolutionary w^r, and the un- 
daunted bravery which he manifested at King's mnUniain^ 
'With my aids'-de-camp, the kcting assistant Adj. General, 
Ctrptj'fiuller, my gallant friend Com. Perry, who did me 
tho hdnor to serve as my volunteer aid-de-camp; and Brig^. 
Gen. Gass, who having.no command, tendered me kls as^ 
sistanee, I placed myself at' the head of the front line of in- 
fantry, to direct the movementis of the cavalry, arid give 
Uietn the necessary support. ■■"'•. 
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Xb^ army had inovedrpn in this order btita^iort dis*- 
lauce, wl^eo the momit^ed men received the tire of the Bri- 
tish line, and were ordered to cliarge; the horses in the 
front of tlpe coluain recoiled from (he fire; another was 
.given by. the e(iemy» and our column at length getting in 
motion^ broke thcough the enemy with irresistable force. 
Jn ope ipinute the contest in front wa8 over ; the British 
«lffic^r!| seeing no hope of reducing their disordered ranks 
to order^ and ^ur mounted men wheeling upon them and 
|ipiiring in a destriictive fire^ immediately surrendered. It 
ascei:tain tbut three^only of our troops *were wounded in 
\im charge. Uponth^ left, however^ the contest was more 
severe, with the Indians. CoL Johnson, who commanded 
on that iiank of hi^ regiment^ received a most galling fire 
from them» which wa^ returned with great effect. The 
Itidiaas still further to the right advanced and fell in with 
our frontline of infantry, near its junction with Desha*s 
divtsiootand fora n^omeut made, an impression upon iU 
His Excellency Gov. feheiby, however, brought up a regi- 
ment to its support, and tb^ enemy receiving a severe fire 
in front, aiid a part of Johnson's regiment having gained 
their rear^ retreated with precipitation. Their loss was 
. yery considerable in the action, and many were killed in 
their retreat. , 

I ean give no satisfactory information of the number <>f 
Ilidiansthat were in the action, bqt they must have been 
considerably upwards of lUOO. From the documents in 
^my possession, (Gen. Proctors official letters, all of which 
were taken) and from the information of respectable inha- 
bitants of this Territory, the Indians kept in pay by the 
British were much more numerous than has been' generally 
supposed. In a letter to Gen. de Hottenburgh, of the 27th 
, uit. Gen. Proctor speaks of having prevailed upon 3,200 of 
the [ndians to accompany him. Of these it is certain that 
6Q or 60 Wyandot warriors abapdoned him. 

The immber of our troops were certainly greater ,thaii 
that of the isnemy , but when it, is recollected, that they had 
taken a pasition that effectually secured their fiatik, which 
itw^s impo^ible for. us to tuni, and that we could not pre- 
sent to thei;ii a lifie more extended tlian their own, it will 
not be considered arrogant, to claim for my troops, the 
palm of superior bravery . 
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In communicatlng'to ihe President, through yooj 'i^r, my 
opinion of the conduct ef the oflh;ers who served amJerme, 
I am at a loss how to mention thfit of Gov; Shelby, beings 
convinced that no eulogkim of mine can reach his ftieritf9^ 
The Gove>rnor of an Independent state, greatiy my superior 
in years, experience, and in military character, be placed 
liimself under ray command, and was tiol more refftfltrkable 
for his zeal and activity, than for the promptttode.and ebeer^ 
fulness with which he obeyed my orders. 

On the day of %ction, 6 piec^of bra»l artilldry M^eretak^ 
en« and two iron 24 pounders the day before. Beteral 
others were discovei^ in the river and can be ea^y pfioem** 
ed. Of the brass pieces, three are the trophies rfouf revo- 
lutionary war, that were token at Sat*at<>ga and York, and 
$Qrremiered by Gen, Hull. •* 

Ihave the honor to be, &c. 

. WILLIAM H. HARf»S0N;* 

AMERICAN LOS»$. 
Killed 7— woundfed2». 

BRITISH toss. 

Killed 112-Hwounded, uot known — pritdnm's6M.' 

The fruits of Gen. Harrison's victory independent df tfie 
great advantages obtained, are of the £k-itii^ regirfar afttiy, 
o09 non*comraissioned c#cers and priVjrtes, -2 Cols.* 4 
Majors, and' J9 officers of the line, prisoners ; and tS 
*piecesofcannon,600Q stands of -arms, 5 guu^hoais, and 
ammunition and stores to ^le amount ot* IfiOOfiOO t)f 
Dollars 1!^ 

SPEECH OF TECUMSEH.* » 

In filename of the Indian chiefs and tmrriars^ to 'Vgj\ 

Gen. Proctor f as the representatives of their great fsithtr 

ihe king. - y 

Father, listen to your children ! You have thetenoW all 
before you. 

The war before this,f our British father gavel:hie%atl^t 
to his red children, when our chteis were alive. - o 

They are now dead. In that war, our ^ther^w^ throWn 
on his back by the Americans, and our fath^ todt them by 

t The Mevolutianary war. 
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Uia'fcanA tvUhout our knewled^^ ;^ and \\eare ^fraUl' that 
. oiH^father will do so agaifir, at llm lime, 
ii' •SAmiAer before las», when I ckme fopi^ard with n;iy rwl 
'brethren^^mt was ready t» Uke u{>'tlii6 huiebet in favor of 
oar British father, Wc vrere loW not to lie iftv a hurry, that he 
-had mrt yet itelermirved to fight the Americans. / . 

JWgft?w /*^Whe« war was cteclared^ owrrfathlsr stood up 
ood garue tii^tbetotmihawic, and^ttdU ns that, hfe^ waii tfie& 
ready td strike the Americaffti ^ that he waiited oUf* asiisb- 
atiM ; and thul he woi^klfcertainly g'd: usour laodafaaek^ 
which the Americans had taken from us. 

iiftSliHt/— Yoii told «is, sltfhat tkite, to hl-ing fbrward 
^om IsbnilYes^d this place ; and wedid' so ^^ and yoa ph>>- 
uised to take care of Ihem, and that Ihey d^mldi want for 
nbthtn^, while the men would go and tigitt Ae enemy. 
That we need not troiAle ourselvas*aboiit1/he eneo^Vgaiv 
ritoti ; t})fl(t we knew nothings about them, aad'tkat our ia^ 
ther would attend to that paH of t}»& ^ip§s& You al^o 
told your red children, that you would take good care of 
• your garrison here, which made our hoaorts ^lad. ^ 

Imien /^^When w6 were last at ^ the fta^ds^ it is true 
-ife^gicveyoa little ^ssisl^ce. It 1b hard to figfet pwple^ 
who livetike ground hogs-f * ^ 

Father, listen ! 6ttir fleet has goo^ out; we know Ihej'^^ 

; 3i»re^ght ; w« have beard the' great guuis : but know 

-nolhing' of wiiat has happened toourlatfaer/witii one aim. 

^^r^ahvpsliave ^one one way, and we tee much astooinhed 

to see 6ur father tym^apejv^ery ibtng and . pr^iaring to 

tun 2iway the , other, witluHit letting his red cmdren know 

Twhathis kitentions are. You always i(4d us to remiajii 

librey and tnke care of our lands ; .it made our hearts.glail 

laiiear dtat was your wish. Our gbeat father, tttie kipg, is 

'OUT head^ and you represent him. You always toM u«, 

that you would never draw your foot off British gi*ound ; 

4]iuliQOW, father, wea^eyon are drawing' l«ck, and we 

BveMrvy to see our father doing so without seeing Ifce cae- 

. ftty; We toust ^e^mpare osir .fadiier's conduct io a jfatani- 

mtial, Ibat oarries il» laii upon itsiaackyibutwheiia^igifated^ 

,:h» «b*Dps it between his kgs and runs off. 

' ^Tht Indians "were not indftdedtH the treaty pfpftace in 1 783. 
I The SmefiUm%9MlJMiJkd thrmselves at the Rapids : 
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Tjisten^ Father ! The Am/ericans have not yel defeated 
us by land ; neither are \?e sure that they hare donfe to by 
^ter ; vve therefore, wish td remain here, and fight tmr 
enemy, if they shouldmake their appearance. If they de- 
feat us, we will then retreat with our father. 

At the battle of the.Kapids last wkr, the Americans Cer- 
tainly defeated us } and when we retreated to our father's 
Ibrt at that 'i^ladethe gates were sbnt against us« ^ We were 
afmid thatitWiOuld DOw.be the case ; but instead of that 
we now see our British father preparing to march out of 
his garrison. • . li , . ' : ! . i . 

Father J You have ^dt *tfae arms and amnmnUion 
whiek'Our great father sent for bis red children* It' you 
Jbave an idea of going awuy, give them to u«, and you may 
.go and W€lc(M!ne, foi us. Our liv^ are in the hands of: tfaie 
&reat Spirit. We are deiermined to deftod our JaiHH, 
and if it be his will, we wish to leave our honest ^poti theili. 
» Amherstbujg, Sept. 18, 1813. 

J5y William Henry Harrison, Maj. Gen. in the service ef 
the U. S. commander in ichiefqf^ the mrlhwestem amiy^ 
. <om2 Oliver Hazard Perry, Copt in the Navy, and ctimr 
nuzndinathe U. S. vessels onlbak^ Etri^^ \ ■ 

^ A PROCLAMATION. ? 

Whereas, by the combined operations of the land aiid 
naval forces undeivour command^ those of the enemy 4ritb- 
in the uppeir district of Upper Canada have i>een celpturecl 
6r dei^troyed and the said district i» now in the quiet posses- 
sion of our troojiHi:: it becomes necessary to provide for its 
government t — Therefore, ^ we do hereby proclaim and 
make known, that the rights and privileges of the inhabi- 
tants, suid the laws and customs of the country, aii they eicist* 
. ed <Mr were in force at the period of our arrival, shall con- 
tinue to prevbtil.< Alt magistrates bnd othei* civil officers 
are to resume the exercise of their functions .; previously 
taking an oath to te fetithful to the government of the U. 
States, as long as they shall be in possession of the country. 
The authority of all militia commissions is suspended in 
said district, and the officers required to giVe their parole, 
in such way as the officer, who may be appointed by the 
comnaanding Gen. to administer the go vernmenl, shall di- 
rect. 
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to Ibetr p^rscmi^'and fHTopertyi with the exception of those 
e88e||eiiibFai^diby'th|@ proctabation of Gen. Proctor^ of 
lb@--»Halt. wliich ifi'd^plai'ed to be in force, and tbe powers 
therein assuinied transferred to the officer appointed to ad^ 
iRiiiistei' the' govern naent » 

Oivea under Qor bands and seals, at Sandwich, this 17tb 
Oct. 1843. 

(S4^ned) WM. H HAKRISON. 

^ OLIVER H. PERRY. 



CHAUNCEY'S VICTORY, ' 
' Cam. (JJkauncey to the Secretary of the Kavy. 

' U. S. S. Gen. Pike, Sackett's Harbor, Oct. 6, 1818. , 

SIR' — I have the pleasur^f to inform }^oii, that I arrivedi 
Aepe this morning, with five of tbe^enemy's vessels, which 
I fell in with and captured last eveing off the Ducks, 
They were part of a fleet of seven sail which left York on 
Sunday with 234 troops on board, bound lo Kingston* O^ 
this fleet five were captured, one burnt, and one escaped; 
the prisoners, 9.mounting to nearly 300, besides having up- 
wards of 300 of pur troops, on board from Niagara, induc- 
ed me to run into port for the purpose of landing bdth, 

Ihave an additional pleasiv*e in infonning you, that 
amongst the captured vessels are the late U. S. schs^ Julia 
^nd Growler, the others are gun vesseb. 

I have the honor to bey &6. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Return of the troops of H. B. 31\\ De Wdtteville reyi^ 
meniy captured in the above vessels. 
1 Major, i Cupt. 3 subalterns, 1 surgeon, 10 sergeants, 4 
drummers and buglers, 202 rank and file. 

Oncers and marines. — 1 Lieut. 2 master's mates, 35 
seamen and murines of tbe royal navy, and 4 sailing mas- 
ters of th^ provincial navy. 

J. GIBSpN,'lnspecior Gen. 

Somethiuff Singular, — About the 1st of Oct. 1813. Capt 
Morgan, of the rifle corps was sent from Sackett's Harbor^ 
lo Gravelly Point, near Kingston, for the purpose of tak* 
ing possession of the Poipt. Seeing an'English sehr. gun 
boat,: he concealed his men, about 60, and sent a ^nall 
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obafib tpj pur a^Q )au«lcd, un^ tvak t|ii»^ti)e'Maocli^; tbi&m^ 
lliy -Qnui^i iieai; sibor^.aiid sent n i>arlyi after ^. fagii^«6» 
w^n Mor^aik'tt coa^puiy <r«$liud iVaiu their . , hkling !pla€a« 
and (g'dye Uieiii ftuch a vecepUiM<» a^ eitjb^r to kill w ivouad 
every one, asAhey appeared, on de^k« a few ui'ipur ittfUt 
Wadied diit aMd look |)iosses4iloii of l)i«|^au bQaU whil^tU^se 
ou s>biire stood ready to iire at the first man.who luade bis 
appiearitHK^. 'Wjbdid iiol lose a man m this galUnt liU.le 
exploit;; >tb^^ ef^i^ipy lost 3 killed — 7 wouuded aud50 |>a<- 
soaers. 

Chm. '/i?o<Ajf^\^, Sailed from Bpston the 234 of Aftrii, 1813, 
and ir^tuni43d to Newport^ Sept. 26. — After cHros^^^kig the 
teas in ahnost every direction, cruisinis; foi^ soioe Uoie in ihe 
British chainiel, and on the roast of .Norway, wi^b>i|t me^ 
lin^ a public vt/ssej, of the enemy's exceptiiig u 74,. .and 
^rigSkleJn comply, which chased him three 4^ys, often >itf 
ii0£ir as to give, atkd receive a^shot> the Cooi^ .iH^kurued to 
p)Brt».(o vecruit his stores^ . ^ 

Th^ Prcisident captured Ihs following vessels on her 

crHise.-r^Brig Kitty, of 2 sruns and 12 men, cargo of coid- 

i&sh ; seilt into France. Packet brig Duke of M^atrose, 

'>f 12^ons,«iid34 aifen ; sent to England as a. cartel, with 

^A *risont^rs. Letter of marque brig Maria, of li4 guutt, 

^ j^3^ tueu; cargo of codtt^b, sent mto Fr^ince. ticbr> 

F* coi .0 ^ '^ 8"**^^ ^"^ ^ * *^*^"» cargo of ^odhsh, ieiit into 

r ai h u. ,^y^^ Jean, burnt. Brig Daphne, of 2 gmis i|ud 

10*inen Muik ^^^'P E\\x^ Swan, of 8 guns, autl 49 men ; 

carg6 of biubk ^- ^"^ r^^T"^ for 6UU0 iK>unds slerUag, 

of 8 guns, and h . «^^" 5 ^'^.^^ uf ^"^''''' "" ' va«?oi|ied 

for SOOO |K)unds slen. »*»8- , ^ng Slumnun, cjngo ot rum, 

.,;..w. ^.twi .v..jo..x sent mto Uie Uunted fc>katt*s, Jirig 

r-t r^» . I -in ^w. ^^ ; cart>oot cotiee, s^nt inlortbe 

Fly, ot'b guns, and 10 in*. .* .^ u , tii,„ ^ ^ 

n * I w? I ij n iiA s schooner High .i< Iyer, ot 6 

United, btales. UisB. XlSl. i ,. • . *'tvt ! xi 

r ;ix: I o>4 - broudit uito Newport ; the 

i;uns, o olncers, and 34 men* k » ,, i i n 

H*^ . , 17., • , , . »• 4. r eleven thousand doUtirii. 

igh t Iver was sold at auction lo. 

Co/. Cfari^e to ilm Secretary . *^ J*'"^/'^ , .\,.„ 
ran)|),Chazey-Landui^, V '*=^/''' ***f 
It is vyiih great i.Wasu:r ^ ^^^^ '"^''••'". i'«« ^ ^^e*^^ 
lol attack upon llic enemy at iuJl*'*^^'*'" ***y' ^^ - 
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\ag of the* 12lh inst At this time I had only the riflemea 
^vith me, the artiilery moving slow and the iniiitia protect- 
ing Aair rear. We proceeded to the village (Mass^- 
quoi)aiid arrived.within 15 rods of the enemy before w^ 
>vere discovered* We fpand them drawn up under Major 
Powell in a manner that would have annoyed us much, had 
we attacked them by water, but wholly un{Trepared to da- 
fend themselves on the land side — they comm^need a fire 
on the letl flank, but in ten minutes after the first attack 
Ibey laid down their arms and surrendered themselves pris- 
oners of wa^. 

Understanding that a force of 200 men under CoL Lock 
was marching to attack us, I despatched Gapt. Finch with 
his company to reconnoitre them and ascertain their course. 
He proceeded with such promptness and ability as to suTr 
prise and capture the advanced guard, consisting of cav- 
alry, excepting one man who escaped, and giving the in- 
formation, the enemy retreated.^ 

The prisoners were then put on board our boats and sent 
to Burlington. Our whole force engaged was 102 — the 
number of prisoners taken is 101 ; their killed 9, and 
trouAded 14. 

I am, sir, with respect, &c. 

ISAAC CLARKE. 



Massotcre at fort Tensaw. — The following particulaoi 
of the massacre at fort Tensaw, is received from Judge 
Tootmin, of Mobile. 

* The dreadful catastrophe which we have been some- 
time tepecting, has at length taken place ^ the Indians 
have broken in jupon us in numbers and fury unexampled. 
A few days before the attack, (Sept. 1) some negroes of 
Mr. Girt's who lived in that part of the Creek territory 
which is inhabited by half breeds, had been sent up the 
Alabama to his plantation for x^m ; three of them x^er « 
taken by a party of Indians. One escaped and broQghl; 
down news of the approach of the Indiaas. The officer 
gave but lil^e credit to him, but they made some further 
preparation to receive the enemy, and on Saturday andr 
Sunday considerable wurk was done to put the ,fort in jx 
state of defence. Sunday morning three negroes were 
sent 0Hi to alteml the cattle, who soon returned with an^c*- 

.^0 
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Toanl that they had ^eh 20 Indians. — Scouts were sent 
out to ancertaih the truth of the report ; they returned and 
tleclared they could see no signs of Indians. One of the 
tiegroes belonging to Mr. Randon was whipped for bring- 
ing, what they deemed, a false report .---He was sent oat 
Bgain on Monday, and saw a body of Indians approach* 
•ing; but atniid of being whipped, he did not return to 
Mini's, but to Pierce's fort ; but before his story could be 
communicated, the attack was made. The commanding 
officei* called upon Mr. Fletcher, who owned another of 
the negroes, to whip him also. — He bdi^ved the boy, and 
resisted two or three applications ; but al» iMgth they had 
him actually brought out for the purpose, when the Indians 
appeared in view of the fort. The gate was open. The 
Indians had to come through an open field 160 yards 
wide, before they could reach the fort, and yet they were 
within aO'steps of the fort at 1 1 in the morning, before they 
were noticed. The sentry then gave the lery of ^ Indians!* 
when they immediately set up a most terrible war-hoop 
and rushed into the gate with inconceivable rapidity, and 
got within it before the people of the fort had an opportu- 
nity of ^hutting iJ. This decided their fate. Major Bease- 
ly was shot through the betly near the gate. 

There was a large body ot Indians, though they proba- 
bly did not exceed 4(K). Our people seemed tosuslainthe 
attack with undaunted spirit. They took possession of 
he tit)rt hol'cs in the outer lines of the fort and fired on the 
Indians who remained in the field. Some of the Indians 
got upon the block house at one of the corners ; but after 
firing vt good deal down upon the j>eople they were dislodg- 
ed. Tlrey succeeded however in setting fire to a house 
near the pickets, from which it was communicated to the 
kitchen and fi'om thence to the main dwelling house 
Thefy attempted to do it by burning arrows, but failed. 
When the people in the fort saw the Indians retaineil'foll 

Gossession of the outer court, that the gate continued open^ 
Tat their men felt very fast, and that their houses Were in 
flames, they began to despond. Some determined to cut 
then* way through the pickets and escape. Of the whole 
number of while meti and half-breeds in the foii, it is sup- 
posed that not more than 25 or 30 escaped, and of these 
tnany were wounded. The rest, and almost all fh# wo- 
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men atid cfaildr^nfell a sacrifioet eitiber to ihe arms o^ t! e 
ladians or to the flacaes. The battle lasUDd about- tiv if 
houi*s and a half. ., . I „ . 

When the buildings wer^ burning ^and tbe«few who reii 
mained wei^ exposed to the heavy fire of the enemy, tbe||r 
coUeeted a$ taany aft they coald of the gnus of the decaasr 
ed, and threw, both tliem and the reqiaiiung stook of anir 
monifciQn into the flao^es^ to prevent their becoaiuig' suhser«- 
vienbin the hands of the In<Uans» to the destruet;ioB ojf then: 
fellow, Qitizens. Surely tJiis was an instance of deterinined 
reaplution and benevolent foresight of which there ai*^ not 
many exatnples. . . /; 

Nolrwithstanding the bravery of oar fellow citizens, the 
Indians carried all before them, and murdeied tb^ ^ armed 
and tbe.heipless with4>ut discriminatioii. Our loss is 7 
jeainiiiiasiofied o^icei's, ai^l about lOQ noiv^4Hnmissipi[ie/l 
officers ond privates, of the fii^t regiment of Mississippi 
Territory volunteers. There were about 24 families of 
men, women, 9nd children in the fort, of whom almost all 
have^perished, amounting to about 160 souls. I reckon, 
however, among them about six families of half-breeds, 
and 7 Indians. There, were also about 100 negroes, of 
whom a large proportion were killed. 

Gens. JVilkimmi and Hampton.— ^These two Generals 
made an attempt to take Montreal about the ist of I^ov. 
1813. Gen. Hampton was stationed at PiaUsburgl^> and 
was to meet Gen. Wilkinson at French Mills ; having' 
succeeded in marching through the forest 24 miles in one 
day, by way of Chatauguay, and entering. upon tlie decdnd 
large forest, his guides left hin^ which occasioiied Ibearmy 
Ui halt for three or fouit days; in the mean time our lrao(>«i 
attempted ihe enemy's brea.st-work,thrown»apin the woods 
by falling trees, digging ditches^ &c. and succeecled in 
eampletely driving hun ftrom his position ;: — a party sent 
ITOiiad to intercept their retreat was met by m\e of cqnsid* 
arable force and obliged to retire.-— t-Uere some misurid^^ 
landing took place between the two Generals on account 
of the place of meeting; which, finally contributed largely 
toavertbifow the expedition. Uamptdn immediately or- 
dered his men back to winter quarters. In this farce 
we lost 34 men killed and missing. — Gen Wilkinson 
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was stationecl al Sackett's Harbor, and conveyed bis army 
down the St. Lawrence in boats. The enemy about 2000, 
from Prescott, Kingston, &c. hung on his rear, and bar- 
rassed him contirinally. Our army arrived at Williaim- 
boi^, the nth of Nov. and was obliged to/ace abeut and 
attack the enemy to save their baggage. The forces were 
about equally strongs having fronr 1^ to 1500 men engaged ; 
each gave way by turns — our men getting out of ammu- 
nition, left the field of action unmolested, and passed down 
the straits, without setting the enemy again. We lost 
in this battle 102 non-commissioned otiSeers and privates 
killed, 237 officers and privates wooaded, with one fi^ld 
piece and several stand of arms : S officers* and 28 privates 
of the wounded were taken prisoners. At Cornwall Gen^ 
Wilkinsoii? first received intelligence of the different route 
Gen. Hampton had taken ; a council of General officers 
was held, and it was agreed best to ab»ndon the expeditiixn. 

AMEKICAN I.OSS. 

Killed 122^— wounded 2&1 — missing SI, 

BRITISH LOSS^ 

Killed 210 — wounded 248 — ^prisoners 17^ 



CHAPTER X. 

CREEK WAR. 
Gen. Jackson to Gov. Blount 

Camp at Ten Islands, Nov. 4, 181d. 
SIR— 'W]S have retaliated for the destruction of fort 
Mum. On the 2d inst. ] detached Gen. Coffee with a 
part of bis brigade of cavalry and moimted riflemen, to de- 
afa'oy Taltusbatches, where a considerable force of the Ikms- 
tile Creeks were concentrated. The General executed 
this in stile. A hundred and eighty->'six of the enemy were 
found dead on the field, and about eighty taken prisoners ; 
forty of whom have been brought here. In the nuoftb^r 
lefty there is a sufficiency but slightly wounded to take care 
of those who are badly. 

I herein encIoseGen. Coffee's official report ctf the action* 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON- 
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* Gen. Coffee to Gen. Jaekson. 
. ^' ' Camp at Ten IslancU, Nov. 4, 1813^ 

SIR^— I had the honor »ye!terday, of transoiiUing you a 
short accoiont of an engagement that took place between a 
detachment of about tiine hundred men from my brtgadle, 
-with the enemy at Tallushsdcfaes towns y the particulars 
whereof 1 beg leave herein to recite to you. Pursuant^ to 
your order of the 3d, 1 detailed from my brigade of cav- 
airy and moonted riflemen^ nine hundred men and ofiicers, 
and proceeded directly to the Tallushatchea towns cn»^ 
mng Goosey river at the Fish Dam ford, 3 or 4 miles above 
this place. I arrif ed within one and a half miles of the 
town (distant from this place south-east eight miles^ on the 
im>rmng of the dd, "at which place I divided my detach- 
ment into two colnmns, the right composed of Uie cavalry 
commanded by Col. AUcom, to cross over a largp creek 
that lay between us and the towns ; the left column was of 
the mounted riflemen under the command of Col. Cannon, ' 
with whom I marched myself. Col. Allcom was ordered to 
march up on the right and encircle one half of the town, nnd 
at the same time the left would form a half circle on the left,and 
Quite the head of the columns in front of the town i all of 
which was performed as i could wish. When I arrived in 
half a mile of the towns, the drums of the enemy began to 
beat, mingled with their savage yells, preparing for action. 
It was after sun-rise an hour, wheti the action was brought 
on by Capt. filammond and Lieut. Patterson's companies, 
who had gone on within the circle of alignment for the 
purpose of drawing out the enemy from their buildings, 
which had the most happy effects. As soon as Capt. Ham- 
mond exhibited his front in view of the town, ("which stood 
iin open woodkind) and gave a few scattering shot, the en- 
emy forqcied and made a violent charge on him ; he gaVis 
way as they advanced, ilnUl they met our right column ; 
which gave them a general fire and then charged; this 
^banged the directioa of charge completely; the enemy 
M^eated, firing, until they got around and in their build- 
mgs, where tb^ -made all the resistance that an overpow- 
ered soldier could do ; they fought as long as one existed, 
but their destruction •was very soon completed ; our men 
rushed up to the doors of the houses, and in a few minutes . 
killed the last warrior^f them ; the enemy fonghlwith sav*» 
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age fury, and m^tdealb witli all ito horrors* wilbout shrinkr 
ing or complaining ; not <>ne asked to be spared, bat fought 
so long as they could stand or sit. . In consequetice of Ibieir 
flying to their houses and mixing. with th^ families, oui; 
men in killing the males, without iutentioni killed . and 
wounded a few squaws and ^ddren, which was regrettted 
by every officer and soldier of the detachment, but which 
could not be avoided. Not one of the warriors escaped to 
carry the news, a ci];cumstance unknown heretofore. 

/ , , JNO. COFFEE, 

AMSRICAN ^-OSS. 
K^MO— Wouuded ^1. ; 
BRITISH JJO^S. 

Killed 186— Prisoi>ers 84. . . 



Gen. Jackson to Gov. BlounU 

Camp T?n Islands, Nov. li„18 13. 

[Ea:tract.] BIR — 1 am just returned from an excursiof^ 
which I took a few days agp, and. hasten to apq^aint you 
with the result. y 

Late on thc^ evening of the Tth^.inst. a runner arrived 
from the friendly p^^rty in Lashley's,fort, (Tuledega) dis-r 
tant about. 30 wles below w,^ with th^ information 
that the hostile Creek^s, in gro^t force had encamped neaf 
the place, and were preparing to destroy it ; and earnestly 
entreated that I would lose no time in affording reliet^ 
Urged by their situation as well, as by a .wi;^ to meet the^ 
enemy so soon as an opportunity \yould qS^i\ I dftermin«« 
ed upon commencing my march thither with all my dispo* 
sablf force; we encamped that night within six miles of 
the fort I had .set out to relieve. At sun rise we cama 
Tvithin half a mile of them^ and havingforni^ my mei^,! 
moved on in battle order. Thp, infantry were in thrc^ 
lines — the militia on the l^ft and the , voluiiteers on tJ^ 
right. The cavalry formed the eslireme wings : and;wet^ 
ordered to advance ip a curve, keeping their rear con^actn 
ed with the advance of their infantry lme$, and to enclose 
the enemy in a circle. The advanced guard whom I sent 
forward to bring on the engagement, met the attack of the 
enemy vyith gr^ intfepidity j ajid having poured upon 
them four or five very gallant rounds, fell baaick as they 
bad been |)reviously ordered, to the main army. . The ene^ 
my pursued, and the front line was now ordered to advance 
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and meet bim ; the fire became g^iierilfiiK>n^ tlte first lin^, 
and on that part of the vt^ings which were 'contigtioas. 
The enemy, unable to stand it, began to retfeat; but were 
met at every turn, and pursoed in every direction* The 
right wing chased them with a most destructive fee to the 
mountains, a distance of about 3 miles; the victory how- 
ever was very decisive. — Wherever they ran they left 
traces of blood ; and it is beiieved that very few will re- 
turn to their Villages in as sound a condition as they left 
them. I was compelled to return to thi» place to protect 
the sick and wounded, and get my baggage. 
In haste, I have the honorto be, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

AMJSKICAN LOSS. 

Killed 15 — wounded Id. 

BRITISH XOSS. 

Killed 290 — wounded not known. 

. Gen. W/iite to Gen, Cocke. 

Fort-Armstrong, Nov. 24, 1813^. 
[Extract.] SIR— In mine of tlm 19th inst. by Major 
Outlaw, I promised you a' detailed report, respecting, the 
detachfhent- ordered by you to the Hitlibee towns, in the 
Creek nation. In compliance with that promise, I have 
b6w the honor to state — that under your order of the llthr 
inst. limmediatdy marched with the mounted rnftintry, un- 
der the immediate command of Col. Burch. The cavalry 
under the command of Maj. Porter, ?ind a few of the Che- 
rokee Indians under the command of Col. Morgan, with 
tery short rations for four days only. 'After destroying two 
villages containing 128 houses, we marched to the HHlibee 
town, consislAig of about 20 houses, adjoining which was 
Grayson's farm. — Previous to our arrival at that place, I 
was advij^ed that a part of the hostile Creeks were assem- 
bled there. Having marehed within six or seven miles of 
it on the 17th, I dismounted a part of the force under my 
command, and sent them under the command of Col. 
Burch, with the Cherokees under the command of Col. 
Morgan, in advance, to surround the town in the night, 
and made the attack at day light on the 18th. Owing to 
tlie darkness of the night, the toWn was not reached until 
after day light — hut ^o complete was the surprise, that we 
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succeeded in wrro^uding the town, and killing and captur'^ 
ing almost (if not eutirely) the whole of the hostik Creek^ 
assembled there, consisting of al)Out 316, of which number 
about 60 warriors were killed on the spot, and the re- 
mainder made prisoners. We lost not one drop of blood 
in accomplishing this enterprise. We destroyed this vil- 
lage; and, in obedience to your orders, commenced our 
march for this post, which we wore unable to reach until 
yeifterday. . 

I haye the honor to be^ &c. 

JAMES WHITE. 

AMERICAN liOSS. 

None. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

ISLilled 60— Prisoners 256. 

Gen. Floyd to Gen. Pinkney. 

Catahouche, Dec. 4, 1813. 

[flxlract'\ SIR — ^I have the honor to communicate to 
you an account of the action fought on the 29th ult. be-^ 
tween part of the force binder my command, and a lar^ 
body ofthe Creek Indians. Having received information that 
the hostile Indians were assembled at Autossee, 1 proceed'*^ 
ed thither with the force under my command, accompanied 
by about doO friendly Indians. We encamped the 28th, 
at night, within ten miles of our place of destination, and 
the next morning by half past 6, were formed for action in 
front of the town. 

It was ray intention to have completely surrounded the 
enemy, by appaying the right of my force oa Canlehee 
creek, at the mouth of which, I was informed, the town 
st^od ; and resting the left on the river beloy the town ; — 
but to our surprise, as day dawned, we perceived a second 
town 600 yards below Autossef. The plan of at- 
tack was immediately changed ; five companies immedi- 
ately surrounded the lower town, and the remainder attack- 
ed the upper. The battle now became general. The In- 
dians presented themselves at every point, and fought with 
tlie desperate bravery of real fanatics ; but the well direct- 
ed fire ofthe artillery, with the charged bayonet, soon forced 
them to tjake shelter in their houses, and many, it is believ- 
ed, secured themselves in caves previofvsly prepared in th^ 
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iiigK bank of the river. Thfe friendly Indians were to cross 
the river above the town, for the purpose of taking such ^ 
might attempt to estope ; Brft owiAg lb the coldness of the 
water, they declined, after making the attempt : they cross- 
ed the creek, thronged to oar flanks, and fought \^ith an in- 
trepidity worthy of any troops. At & o*clock, the enemy 
was completely driven from the plains and the houses of 
both towns wmpped in flames, to the number of about 4001 
It is difficult to determine the strength of the enemy, but 
the chiefs say ther€i were assembled the warriors of eight 
towns, for the defence of Autossee, it being their beloved 
groui^dy on which, they proclaimed, no white man could 
appj^oach without inevitable destruction. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOHN FLOYD. 

iMERICANLOSS. 
Killed 11 — wounded 54. 

BKITISH LOSli. 

foiled 200 — wounded not kno wn. ' 



Gen. Claiborne tb ike S^crdary of War, 

Fort Claiborne, Jan. 1st, 1814. 
\Extrac(\^VSi — On the 13th ult. I marched a detachment 
from this post with a view of destroying the towqs of the 
inimical Creek Indians, on the Alabama, above the mouth 
of tbe Gahaba. After having mafched about eighty miles, 
from the best information I could obtain, I was within thir« 
ty miles of a town newly erected on a ground called Holy, 
occupied by a large body of the enemy, under the command 
of Wjlherford, the half breed chief. On the morning of 
the 22d, tfie troops resumed their line of march, chiefly 
through woods without a track to guide^them. When near 
the ^towQ on th^ morning of the 23d my disposition for 
attack was made. — ^The troops advanced in three coIumn3. 
With the centre column I advanced myself, ordering Les- 
ter*s guards and Well's troop 6f di^agoons to act as a corps 
of reserve. About noon the right "Column composed of the 
twelve month's volunteers, commanded by Col. Joseph 
Garson, came in view of the town called Eccanachaca (or 
Holy Ground)arid was immediately vig'oro.itsly altacked by 
the enemy, who were apprized of our approach, and had 
irfiosen their field ^f action. 

3.1 
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Before the centre^ commaDded by Lteat CoU KusseTT^ 
with a part of the 3d regiment of U. o. infantry and mount* 
ed militia riflemeo, or the left column, which was compos- 
ed of militia and a party of Choctaws under Pushaniuttaha^ 
commanded by Maj. ^moot, of militia, who were ordered 
to charge, couldcome generally into action, the enemy were 
repulsed ami were flying in all directions,, and many of them 
casting away their arms» 

A pursuit was immediately ordered but from the nature 
of the country, nothing was effected. The town was near* 
ly surrounded by swamps and deep ravines, which render- 
ed our approach difficulty and facilitated the escape of the 
enemy. In the town we found a large (Quantity of provi- 
nions and immense property of various kinds, which the 
enemy, flying precipitately, were[obliged to leave behind^ 
and which, together with two hundred houses were de* 
stroyed. 

The next day was occupied in destroying a town con* 
sisting of sixty houses^ eight miles higher up the river, and 
in taking and destroying the enemy's boats. At the town 
last destroyed was killed three Indians of some distinc- 
tion. 

I have the honor to be> &c^ 

FERD. L. CLAIBORNE. 

itMBRlGAN LOSS* 

Killed 1 — wounded 6. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 33-r-wounded not known. 



€f€n. Floyd to Gen. Pinkney. 

Camp Deifiance, Jan. 27, 1814* 
.^ [Extract^ S\)X — I have the honor to acquaint your ex« 
QPUency that this morning at 20 minutes past 5 o'clock, a 
very large body of hotile Indians made a desperate attack 
Vi^on the army under my command. They stole upon 
the centinels, fired on them, and with great impetuosity 
rushed upon our line: in 20 minutes the action became 
general, and our front, right, and left flanks were closely 

i)ressed, but the brave and gallant conduct of the field and 
ine officers, and the firmness of Uie men, repelled them at 
every ppint. 
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. The steady firmness, and incessant fire of Capt. Thomas* 
artillery, and Capt. Adams' riflemen, preserved oar frqnt 
lines. The enemy rushed within 30 yards of the artillery, 
and Capt. Brodnax, who conimandeid one of the piquet 
guards, maintained his post with great bravery, until the 
enemy gained his rear, and then cut his way through 
themto the army. As soon as it became light enough 
to distinguish objects, 1 ordered Majs- Watson s and Pre- 
man's battailions to wheel up at right tingles wiSAi Maijors 
Boolh^s and Cleveland's battailions, who formed the right 
wing, to prepare for the charge. The order for the 
charge was promptly obeyed, and the enemy fled in every 
^direction before the bayonet. From the effusion of bloody 
and the number of head dresses and war clubs found in 
.Various directions, their loss must have been considerable^ 
independent of their wounded. 
} have the hopor to be, &c. 

JOHNFLpTD. 

AMERICAN JjOSS. 

Killed 17-^wounded 132. 

BRITISH I.OSS. 

Killed 52 — wounded not knowiL 

Gen. Jackson io Gen. Pinkncff. 

Fort Strother, Jan. 2d/ 18 14. 
[Extract] SIR — I had ordered 800 Tennessee volun^ 
teersto join me on the 10th inst. but they did not arrive 
until the 14th ; the next day tbey, with the force before 
with me, 130, marched across the river to graze our horsey. 
The motives which influenced me to penetrate further into 
the enemy's country were many and urgent. I received a let- 
ter from Col. Snodgrass, informing me that an attack was 
soon to be made on fort Armstrongs by ©00 of thcenemy, col- 
lected from New Youka,Oakfttslfiee, and Ufauley towns, 
and were concentrated in the beikl of the Tallapoosee. If 
I could have hesitated before^ I cottld now hesitate no longer. 
On the 19th I encamped at Entochapco ; here I soon per- 
ceived how little knowledge my spies had of the country, 
of the situation of the enemy, or of the distance we were 
from them, and the insubordination of the new troops, an4 
want of skill in their officers, became more apparent ; bi4 
soy wishes and my duty remained pnited* 
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We iMTive^ within a few miles of atlr destination the Srlsl, 
gnd encamped on a high piece of ground ; about 10 
o'clock alnight our picket fired upon a few of the enemy, and 
killed one. At 11 o'clock our spies returned with infor- 
mation that a large body of the enemy M'erp encaniped 
fibout three miles distant. Being prepared at all ppintsj^ 
pothing ren>ained to he. done, but await their approach, or 
b^ in readiness to attack them by day light. The enemy 
attacked our left flapk, alK)ut 6 g^clpck in the morning^ 
ivhich was vigorously met by our troops ; the attack lasted 
half an hour. So spoji as it became light enough to pur- 
sue the enemy, the brave Gen. Coffee led on our troops to the 
charge ; the enemy was completely routed at every point, 
and chased two miles with great slaughter. Gen. Coffee 
was naw sent xyith 400 troops, to reconnoitre the enemy's 
camp, who returned after satisfying himself of their strength- 
In half an hour a considerable force of the enemy majje its 
appearance on ray right flank, and attacked us with great 
spirit. Gen. Coffiee requested 200 men of me for the pur- 
pose of turning their left flank, which was gratited ; but 
by some miwStake, not observed ajt the time, only 54 followed 
him, who were chiefly old volunteer officers. With this 
little band of heroes, the Gen. attacked it, and drove them 
from the ground; at the same time 200 friendly Indiana 
were ordered to fall upon their right, and co-operate with the 
general. This order was soon obeyed, and in its execution, 
what I expected, was realized. The enemy intended the aU 
tack on my right as a feint, and soon aUacked my left with 
their main fojxe, which they hoped to find weakeiied and in 
disorder— they were disappointed— the whole line met the 
attack withfirniness and astonishing intrepidity, and having 
given a few fires charged with great vigor; the effect w^ 
immediate and inevitable. The enemy fled with precipi- 
tation, and were pursued to> considerable distance with 
great slaughter. In the mean time Gen. Coffee was con- 
tending with a superior force, the Indians having ioined 
my left Jim F^fe, with 100 friendly Indians, I forthwith 
ordered to his assistance; he no sooner reached the spot 
than tlie General made a charge, and the enemy were rout- 
ed and driven three miles, with the loss of 45 slain. I was 
determined to cpn^mence a return march the next morning, 
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IIS my provisiona were nearly coQSum^,^. I considered it 
not necessary to pursue them any fiairlher, ^H the object of' 
a general engagement would be more certainly attained by 
commencing a return, which, to them, would have the ap- 
pearance of a retreat, and would inspire them with new 
courage to pursue me ; and not prudent because of my 
wounded, the starving condition of my horses, they not 
having neither eat coin nor cane for two days, and of the 
scarcity of p[>y provisions— influencied by these considera- 
tions, I commenced nay return march on the 23d and reach- 
ed Enotachopco thai night. I took a different route from 
the one we came in, to avoid a deep defile between two 
inountains. H'^ving a deep creek to pa/s.^ J issued a gener- 
al order pointing out the manner in which the men should 
Reformed, in case of an attack. The front guar^l and the 
wounded bi^d crossed, when an.'alarmgun was heard in the 
rear. I h^^rd it without surprise, and even^with pleawre» 
as I calculated on the firmness of my troops, from the man-* 
uer in which I had seen them act op the 22il. Haviqgp 
chosen the ground, I expected to have entirely cut off the 
f nemy, by wheeling the right and l^ft columns op their pi- 
vots, recrossing the creek above and below, and mlling 
upon their flanks and rear. But to my astonishmentf lEdVer 
a few guns had beon fired, I beheld the right and left col- 
iimns of the rear guard give way. This shameful retres^t 
was disastrous in the extreme; drawing with it the greater 
part of the centre column, and producing consternation 
and dismay in the whole army. There was left to oppose 
the enemy a few of the rear guard, the artillery, and O^pt. 
Russell's company of spies ; they realized and exceeded 
my best expectations. Never was there mor? bravery disr 
played than on this occasion. Amidst t|)o most galling 
lire from the enemy, more than ten times tb^ir numberi^ 
they ascended the hilK In the hurry of th^ moment, in 
separating the gun from the limbers, the ra.mmer and picker 
were left tied to it. No sooner was tbisi discovered than 
Craven Jackson, and Constantine Jperkins, gunners, found 
mieans to replace them ; Jackson amidst the galling fire of 
the enemy, pulled out the ramrod of his musket, used it as 
a picker, primed with a cartridge, and fired the cannon. 
iPerkins having taken off his bayonet, used his gun as 9i 
]ramaier, and Jackson using his former plan, again dis- 
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fcYi^vged her. Lieut. Armstrong soon fell, and Exclaimed 
as he lay, * my brave fellows, some of you may /all, hut you 
must save the cannon. At this time a nmnber crossed the 
creek, and entered into the chase, when they were pursued 
more than two miles, fleeing in consternation, throwing 
away their packs, and left 26 of their warriors daad on the 
field. This last defeat was decisive, 

lam, sir, with seutimenis of respect, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 20 — wounded 76. 
BRITISH I-OSS. 

Killed 235 — wounded, not known> 

Gen. Jackson to Governor Blovnt* 

Port Williams, March 31, 1814. 
' JExtract.^ SIK — I have just returned from the expedi^ 
tion which I advi^ied you in my last I was about to make 
io the Tallapoosee ; and hasten to acquaint you with the 
good fortune which attended it 

I took up the line of march from this place on tlie morn* 
ing of the 21st insl. and having opened a passage of 52 1-2 
mites over the ridges which divide the waters of the two riv- 
ers, I reached the bend of the Tallapoosee, three miles be^ 
yond where I had the engagement of the 22d of January^ 
and at the southern extremity of New-Youka, on the 
tnorningof the 27th. This bend resembles in its curva- 
ture that of a horse shoe, and is thence called by that name 
among the whites. Nature famishes few situations so elli- 
gible for defence, and barbarians have never rendered one 
more secure by art. Across the neck of the bend which 
leads into it froai the north, they had erected a breast- work 
^f the greatest compactness and strength, from five to 
€ight feet high, and prepared with double port holes very 
artfully arranged. The figure of this wall manifested no 
less skill in the projection of it, than its construction ; an 
army could rK>t approach it without being exposed to a 
double and cross tire from the enemy, who lay in perfect 
tecurity behind it 

In this bend the wartiors from Dakfusky, Oakehagu/ 
New-Youka, Hillibee, the Fish Ponds, and Eufauta towns^ 
apprised of eur 'approach, had collected their istrengUii. 
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• * ^ ... ' * 

• • 1, ■ * 

Their exact number cannot be ascertained ; bat it is said 

bj the prisoners we have taken, to have been a thousand. 

Early on the morning of the 27th, having encamped the 

Sreceding night at the distance of five miles from them, I 
etailed Gen. Coffee with the mounted men, and nearly the 
whole of the Indian force, to cross the river at a ford about 
3 miles below their encampment, and to surround the bend^ 
in such a manner that none of them should escape by at- 
tempting to cross the river. With the remainder ot the 
forces I proceeded slowly and in order, along the point of 
land which led to the front of their breast^work ; having 
planted my cannon (one six and one three pounder) on a» 
eminence at the distance of 150 or 200 yards ivom it, I 
opened a brisk tire, playing upon the ^emy with the mus- 
kets and rifles whenever they shewed themselves beyond 
it ; this was kept up, with short interruptions, for about two 
hours, when a part of the Indian force, and CapU Russell's 
and Lieut. Bean's companies of spies, who bad accompani- 
ed Gen. Coffee, crossed over in canoes to the extremity of 
the bend, and set fire to the buildings which were there sit- 
uated ; they then advanced with great gallantry towards 
the breast-worky and commenced a spirited fire upon the 
enemy behind it. 

Finding that this force, notwithstanding the bravery they 
displayed, was wholly insufficient to dislodge them, and 
that Gen. Coffee hs^l entirety secured the opposite bank 
of the river, I now determined to take their works by storm. 
The men by whom this was to be effected had been watting 
with impatience to receive their order, and hailed it with 
acclamation. 

The spirit which animated them was a sure augury of 
the success which was to follow. The history of warfare 
furnishes few instances of a more biilliant attack^ — the re- 
gulars led on by their intrepid and skillful commander, CoL. 
Williams, and by the gallant Major Montgomery^ soon 
gained possession of the works in the midst of a naost tre- 
mendous fire froni behind them^and the militia of the v^pi> 
erableGen.Doherty*s brigade, accompanied them in the 
charge, with a vivacity and firmness that would have done 
honor to regulars. The fighting continued with some se- 
verity about five h^urs. 
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Accordiiig to qiiY priginal purpose, I coramenced my re- 
turn march for fort Williams to-day, and shall, if I fitid 
supplies Ihercj ha/^ten to the Hickory ground. The power 
of the Creeks is, 1 thiak^ for ever broken. 
I have the hoiior to be, &c. 

ANBttEW MCK80N. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Killed 26— Wounded 106. 

BKITXSH LOSS. 

. . i^illed8^^3— Prisoners 350^ 



' CiiAPtER Xt 

' ' : CAVf. PORTER'S CRUIZE. 

Copt. Porter to the Secretary of the Navy. 
" tf. S.F. Essex, Pacific OceaiH July 2,18 13^ 

Sill— On the 23d March last^ I sailed/ shaping mf 
dOuris^ to the northward, and on the 26th of the samer 
iriotith, fell in. with the Peruvian corsair ship Nereyda^ 
mouhting 15 guns : she had a few days before, captured 
two American whale ships, the crews of which (amounting , 
in number to 24 men) were then detained prisoners on ^ 
board her ; arid they assign no other motive^ for the cap* 
tiire, thi'm that they were the allies of G. Britain, and as. 
such, should capture all American vessels they could fall 
in with ; therefoie, to prevent in future such vexatious pro^^ 
ceedings, I thre\V all her armament into the sea, liberated 
the Americans, and dismissed the Nereyda. 

I then proceeded vvith all possible dispatch for Lim4, to 
intercept one of the detained vessels, which had parted with 
the Nereyda 6nly three days before, and waji so fortunate 
as to arrive there and recapture her on the 5th April, at the , 
mbihent shfe Avas entering the port. This vessel (the ship 
Barclay, Capt. Gideon Randall, of New Bedford,) I took 
under my pr6tection, and have had her with me ever since.* , 

From'Lima, I proceeded for Galapagos Island where I 
captdred the following British Letters of marque, ships. 

Montezuma, t guiis, 21 men — Policy, 10 gu^is, 26 men 
' — Georgiana, 6 guns, 25 men — Atlantic, 8 guiws, 24 men— 
and Greenwich, 10 guns, 25 men. 
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iparently %U calcQl^te^ f*pr*,9 €|ruizar» 1 iliotirited 1& gnos 
on ber and, gfive^th^ €on)^e^^di9^^ef to, Ihat e:KceUer|ttHfi<- 

Lieut. Do wnes joined mef^tiXpi^bez^/ifar Guiaquil, on 
the coast ot'P^u. on the 24th June, after capturing three 
Letter of Marque ships. ^ , . 

,^ H^to^« 11 gumi 26 (nen-T-Catheri^e^ 9/gi|iiu$i 29 men — 
B.^se,S guna, 21 ;men. > ff.. I- • *.hs»: '• .* « '! ■• • 

I touudyby experience, ^hal ijie Georgi^tnai did.'«Ot d*. 
serve the charapt^T.l^iveq ot{ liydr for saiJing. » I :tliereifi(Prf 
shipped her 90icers andcre^w tOj||ie Atl^QticJiaml iitf>uiitr 
^d OM Iter ;26.gu[^s^ with a compltifpentof 4>Q'mfen,;a/)dlap^ 
pointed midsh^oiap liich. Da^hi^lU aqting ^liog' toaster^ 
on board ji€f ; to this yenseHjg^y^ the ifdq)e?pf Essex Ju'^ 
uior. I also ^t^ed up the ship Qrf^^uwich a^ a store-ship; 
'«tnd moufitefl on her 20 guris,(plij^:ing h^r under ih^com-- 
mand of Li^at« Gamble, of the,i||^HDei^.;' On bo^rdiher i 
have pat all the provisions at)d st9res of niy pth^r prized, 
except a supply of three and a hH,lf mooths (ffdr eadl^ and 
have by this means ^secured n\yseU)ai f^l^stipply of /every 
necessary article for spveo n^onths. 1 had}hoped to dis^ 
ppse, of my other .prizes , at, Guiaquil : (.he Gov*, jin Iferu, 
however, are excessively alaruied at. my appc^ranceon tli^ 
co.ast> as my fleet now aafouut^ t^ qinjefsail of vessels, all 
formidable in tb^jr^pearaqce, andjthey wttttld if jthey dare, 
treat us with a, bosj^lUy little.^o^t of^dcoiaredi enemies. 

Indeed, sir, when 1 compare jaiy tj^cpt^fini situation :with 
what it was when I doublecL.Cape Horn, I canuot but es« 
teem myself foilunatein^;^ extraordinary degree. ,. There 
my ship was shattered by .^em|^est|i|^9t weather^ «nd desti-^ 
tute of ev ery th^ng ; niyofScofs a^d cnew half starvad, na- 
ked, a|id Wjpr^ ot|t with fatigue.^ -SI/OW* ^vr»imy^(Shi^) is in; 
prime order, ^ifaundantly .^u^pglied^jwidi fiv^ej^^ %hin^<ntce»^ 
sary for he^ ,1 hs^ve a o^^Cighjp fpr a qao$drli'0f Wliguns^ 
and well manne^, a stpi;^ sbip.of 0O<gfun%i md Wiell sqp^^' 
plied witUtbe.best pf everji thingitJiaMiv^ may Iwaht^ and' 
prizes which WjOu^U) be wort)i iii^ ^gl^cnd .ttm Joiiilidns. of ; 
dollars : and Ayhat renders ih^ f pmparisoir mori^if leat^ng.^ 
Uie enemy hafs I'urmsbe^ all, t.^iii ^ . l<tJ-i j ^' ^ 

T^ times of jmjr.best m/^ff [^Yfirfl^ir^ftslHit Eheuci ati/ 
tacbqdent (9 the j^|ii^, an^l theiv :^wtCW;fti^<f^^«^w»f«v^' J^*** 
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engaged on, fite^knttXi^ova^mtn on that accotrnd. It \» 
not pr4)baW(B tilvat ^od wU^he*t»of liite for seVerail mbrrths I* 

I bs^vetlDe hdriof to be, 8ctf. 
^ < D. PORTER. ; 

J^lft ^ffm 'N^garit:^(^r\:'M^m% ^botit the first qJ' 
Dec. 1813, abandoned fort George,- in Oansfda^ and bunA 
tbo 'tofwii 0** Newark, sicfioinkig it, ^s a' measure,' to 
fn^vant the eiiemy's occupying fort George aftlpr be had 
4eftit.' Ofrtbe IStb^fffee^atoe ttiontb,theBHtish crossed 
to liiewistown, hi (Considerable 'fdrbe, and burnt it to the 
ground i: when their Allks were set at ltberty,and indulge* 
ei'freeiy iii'lhw bi<iital W^ejsdfes, ininftrdet*m^Vdr'defetice- 
Jc($K ciliftJ^ns ; tb% tbeK» attacked and burnt ^M^richest^ti 
and Tiiic^urof a, the latC^ fan Indian townV * In the mean 
time iHc'Bi^tif^h^altacfcedfcrt Niagaria, and ttidk^by ^torm, 
^ 4 q'olobk ^n tW m&rmng of the 19iH ; the gatte being 
#|B«n, thwy iki^pH^^ed thdpicktjt^ andfentefed the fott before 
%ev vieire SiVHMv^red, when a scene of terrible slaiigliter 
t«ok plabe^ They were not tfpjvosed by any, except a few 
vauHded imHM^ the «oulheait^blodk bouse, arid a few of 
tlie gwavd j'lmt, siraaige? -as it way itppear, thfe enemy bay- 
dhctleB<ab»i*;80 Ofnaur WenV ^hfefty; Dfftefr'fhey had cri^d 
fcr qiiaiil^li •Th(fe ^ecSedfng tacts were sworn to before a 
justie«i: byj >Itob€i*| liee, a getitkmah of Lev^'tslowri, Tvho 

t :Biitmn^i>f^90htt>e 'OtidBfatk H^cki—Bobn after the 
rtoroiirigiioffort Niagai^; Yind 'the burning of Le\«risiowni 
&C. ftl4ij; &€iii fiatt rf|i«!rt&a to' the frontiers, fot the pur- 
paseio<:.i6otl€<?liiig*a'rorce;' (milHta)'silf^^^ to defend 
Bufibloe^ahd^teiik lfcOtfk(^> 'Froth the 22d Dfec^to the20thv 
(^nj H^Hftd e^ecited'Abodt^S'W^ knd ex- 

en)pls,ibtit im» n^dlieeH'Ho 1200 by deserUoriS, on 'the mor- 
ning: oJ5rl«r/ba lite oPlHfe^dOth: •fnthi^^reningofthieSSth 
C$QysiGein;.r(M|t, tn« tet*^- rf the 3mb-Wec. to Gov. Tom p* 
kjg8^):at'f|kbduti|« o'dOi*,^'! fiiietvedMfjinriiitfbn that 6ne 
of our patroles had been fired on;' 6nt* mlW trelOw Biacli 
lltekuodTIkledemy '^VdnrVied and tobk jpfl6ssfessnon of the 
beltery^4idfirr <DonjoKa«i*s^e>eek. ^^The trbopii ^re imme-^ 
d lately formed, and stood by f heir arms. I was not yet 
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anxious to anticipate tbe enemy's JanUin£*,,ai^ ^/^^ l^ijl fij;,' 
tfie w^iAec's eige^ I gay.^ orfkv^ foi; the troops at 'Uj^ri^ycl?,] 
to attack the enemy, and di494^ \^^ fron^ tM* i^U^ry^ ; 
and to drive them to their boat^, Tli^. ^tteuj^pt: ^ilqd 
tiirong^h the cpmfusiaii intp w<l|icK th^i|iilitif^..Wjer^lbr4>^wri,;. 
<^n th^ £rift £ire ;Ofttbe:enem$» ^4 the d;^kn^s3 ffiti^f^ pigUk) 
I tl)en^rd^i^4^b!^<^<H'p$ under. Mi^i9K Adwi^s Ap4 >^o1«,e 
Chapin tafifia|ketfa|p attack. Th^8ielbr^^;4ft^<({h|(^|p^f \ver.e, 
thrown into confA)flM.^nt andl \^/9re of ^p s^vice fa^^^ar^s* ' 
As the day dawned, I discoyered a detachment of the en-> 
emy's boats crossung to. opr &hpii*^afid^beiid|ing their conrse 
tow^rdts th<e neaf .of G^en. Porter's hou&e. 1 immediately 
/Ojrdered Col. tSlai^s|iq to attapk \ite a)£PEiy;Vfor(p9 at tbe 
w^Ws.edig;e* , I npw becamesati$fi)e<^ a3 to the di«pQ8iUx>^a 
aiid object of i\v^ ^nemyr 'j/i^ir J^ '^^i^K 9^Q)PQ^ . 9^ 
iOOO regiUsMTS, Di^iti^ and ln4i^n«^ liad b^ep Iai)4ffil:beloW) 
the creek, under cov^r of the ,n}ghi. Wilb. u^eir ^nlri^> 
con9(istjfig^of.40p.rQy4) $^Qt£^;^ofppi^edby CpL Qof;doo, 
th/e battle vras.ocymiq^i^feid* Thpi^ •''ffi^ )v^iph was pA^r-r: 
pqsiely i\^^ak,.\ra8,^ifded a^ar tb^ijfiafp.bptjery, ^^r^]y to^^ 
diyecto^ctf^rce, t^e whole under \^e^}ix^ifked\^le CQip(i)ari4' 
of JUeutVi?w, Prp^otud, ai^4 lp4 W *>y M*j;. CrC)n,JEf iall. 
XHey w^^^U^lf;je4 by four &44 pieces in the b^tterj^ anff 
^ttlie, watca:'^ ^ge ; at th^ saMie time the .bj^^tjery ff-oin ihe 
<^er sid^ .of the ATW .Qp«n^ * fr^vy ^r« f ppu j^is,. of ?^§Us, . 
})qt«hQt,^ud balj^; . The ^^qlpf(^rce uq.w flyppjpsfid.lp.^fee^ 
ene(Q3j w^a at fla,o&t,Aoi fiv,er ^^6 ip?,if, the r^^i^ier BfiVj^ 
ing. fte^l, in ifjite ^of UjiQ e^^j^mSi pf thpjr oJfifi^f^- , 7'pe»'a> 
fewrbu^.l^ray? n?en^/^ispu^^^ ^.yfiijy iflfij^ of graUnd, w^i Ifje j 
sjtea^y jCopl;xess ,of y^^prop^am^^^^ispj^nce. qf yif^ujVrValj^iin^ 
bjeijvei8|.. The defiQftV*on of .t^ie wilj^a^ aja,^ j;l^j-ei^pyY^^, 
sVii4.lQi<p.Qf tUe>gr?iceap^.tbe.rpMa^^^ l>y. ,r^ft^pn i^f j!?^- 
ground on which they must a^t, '^f^ft ' , A? ^,*i^\^^ l?/?SM^ 
ejy^ed tothe^ pwmf», ft^ei in frqr>| j^ij4 flj^plj-v ,; ^jF)er 
standing their gvPHftd tcM::^alf ^u ji>^ur, Qp|)p;^f4%,^,^ve^^^ 
whejhpnngjiVroe, and nearly surrounded, a retreat became 
necessary to their safety, and >yas accordingly ordered. I 
then madeevefyt?ffirt tc^r^Iy ti^t^p«;{^^ ^i>)r|^view to at- 
tack their c/^Ij^t^^^ ft% they 9nt^^^d\t|)e village pf JSuflpaloe ; 
but all ia yaiu. P^ertfrf by jwy p|incip^l £oi*c^, t fell back 
t|iat nigbt t9 £)eyen^ IVlile cr^ek,, .^pjiji }^.as^ij{)rc^ jb9< leftya 
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ttefldiiifisfaifig villages of Blade Rbck and Bufikloe a prey 
to the eiiemj, wbieb thely have pillaged and laid in ashes. - 
They fcaviii'gairied tet little plunder from the pnblic stores ; 
the chifef \iis» has falleh upon individuals/ 

Our IdiiS wa9i50 kille<t--40 wounded — and 69 mi^singi 
and one cannon.' * I r^^ret to add, (says Gen. Half, (o 
Go^y. Tottkpkihs in'hi«4etter of J-m. 13) that on reposses- 
aiiig^he battle gro^d. We collected 50 c^ead bodies, yet- 
uhburi^, of 'the battle of the 80th ult. Tbe enemy admit 
%\mt IdSstd'be, iil killed and wounded, 300/ 

' " £!pl Butiet tq "Ckn. Harrison. ' 

;• ^'^ • ' '» Detroit, March 7, 1814. 

{JEJrtm^r] SIR^By Xiieut: Bhaunprt, of the 27th regi- 
menl U.^: fhtanfr^V l%ve the bonoi^to inform you, th«* 
a'defatlittifibt of the ^o^s mi^er* toy comnmnd, led by 
Capt. Hblmi^isr; of tb^-S^ regiment U. S; infantry, have 
cblainfetl*a1s!gi^j Viator^'Hover tjfee^nertiy.' • 

Thfe affiiir took pkeief on tlie^4^^^ in&t. about 100 miles* 
from ftiispla^e, or/tW>i^er i^e Tren^bi Ofar f6rce con- 
sisted of ub tifiore thAri 160 fkrigers'and tii,6unted infantry. 
The enemy , bad fr6!rh' 'their': ' own acknoWledgment, 23.6* 
T^he fine li^tctomfJahy of the ijdyal Scotsis totailly destroy- 
ed ; they led the atrafcktAdsft g^ltartlVJ dmd Ihdtr comman- 
<fer'ffeH withiti'ten pafces'tef bur front fitie. ' Thfe light com«- 
paby t3ffthe*&th hasalso'suflfered s^^rely'; one officer of 
thslf ^6^i^^ny!fell, cjnie is ^t-prisomer; abd another is said t6 
be t^^liy-^otindfed, Jn killed, and wounded, arid prisbri- 
crs, tHe eni&my toisl tibout 80*^Vi'hilst on our pdrt there were 
but'fobr kill€?d j>nd foiir ivoiiAded* . This great disparity 
ift thelbss dri/ifeach side tislo'be ailjlribiited to the very judicious 
po^ntipri bcteU|iiedby ([!!apt. Hbttiies, HVho compelled theene*.* 
mytoktt£l£;k'hnbs((g^4ijt#Wdi^anta^^^^ more than 

bis j^lfanlry;^mtstlrtJ laurel, ' . . ., 

We to(rfrone hundred bead df cattle afcd *froiri ihe ene- 
my, intended forLojig Point Ar Borlibgttni. ' 

- ■ H. BUTLER; ' 
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' : WARRIN|GTON^S VIOTORY: ' " ; ' ' 

^ ^ U/S/sl6p|) Pfeact^ck, at s^a, April 20f, 1814. 

[Ektract^^Vi—X have the honor to ihform you, thatr 
^ have this nKMnuog captured^ after an act;ion of 42 min^ 

* Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HlSTOliV O* THE WAK. 2f53 

utes, his majesty's brig Eperviet,' Vating and ''Counting 18 
32 pourid CatTOrfades, with 128 ih^n, ofwhom 11 were 
killed ahd 15 wounded. Not a man in thW Peacock was 
killed, '3ud orfly tw^o wounded, neither 'd^rtgferou^ly so* 
The fate of the Epervicr Would^baV^b^ien determined in 
much less time,'but f6r the circumi^anc^^ of' oWr'f6re-yard 
being totally di^aWfed by two ^dnnd' shot in*'the slaVbokrd 
quarter froni'hertirst'broadside, wh?ch enttrfeiy. deprived us 
of the useof '6ttr fore and f6i*e- top-sails,' ahdtoihpelled ^hi&' 
keep the ship iar^fe throughout the rendaindBr df Ihd aictipn. 
Thi^, with a few top-mast ijAdtop-gatfliVit^bidk'sta\!siCUt 
a^ay,'a fbw shot throogl^ PUT* sails, is Ih^ billy *TrijW-y the 
Peacdck hdh sustained/ Ndr*tt Wutid'shbt 'ibutfhedour. 
])ull ; our im^ts and spars al^ Wsoupd as ^ ^er. Whcn- 
the enemy struck, he baid five feet Wa^r 'rit fes hold,' his' 
main-top-n^ast was over thes^ide, his tnum bddm^Bd^ awhy/ 
his fofe-ihsl^ cut nearly iti* two aftd-totferifi^, * his fore^rig- 
gitig and stay$itibt away, his bbW8|)rit badly wbuhded, and 
45 shot holes in his hull, 20 i^f-whidh were wtthih a foot of 
his water line. By s^eat eiferttoh, wiS gdt hei* ' iti sailrng 
<rt-derjti^t as the dark caine on; ' ' 
' ' In 15 thinutes after the eiietny sftmck, the Peacoisk was 
ready for -atiother action, in cvety respfect but her fore-yard, 
whrchf was ^ent down, fintihfed, irhd* had Ihfe fot-e-sail set 
a^^n'in 45 oiiiiuteisH^sucli WiiJ* 'the spirit and' alctivity of 
oftV^alKitrt 'cfew.' The EffeiPtiar had undiir her cbnvoy^ 
^fl*Engli4W'beiTWaphrodite a Russian ahd a Spanish 

ship, wKicii alF hauled the!?^' wind isind stobd 1t6 the E. N; 
E. ' I hm deterrtiitt^ upon ptf rsttitfg the fortiiie^ but toiind- 
!ftat*^t ;Wo'md tibt Jin^wer ty Idave' our priae iti her tten 
crippled stiate ; and the mdfiPpkrficularty so, as we fcunft^ 
^he had #120,000 in specie, Which we soori*trate;ftrred to 
€his sloop. Every bfficier, seaaian, and marindtlid his duly, 
whicfh is the highest compliinent 1 canf pky iHem. - 
I have the Voiio^ to b^, ?cc. * '• ^ 

L. WARRINGTON; 

•■' ' ''' ' ^tolERlbAK LOSS; ■ '."•'' /'" 

Killed won^^^wounded 2. ' ' *** 

Kaifed ll^wounded l5~lit-rsonfers fl7; ' ^ 



i:-rt, ).' 1. ^..,,- ... . ... ■', '.' > ,-.;^ * 
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/; Sack€tt'a Harbor, Jqoe 1, 1814 

[Ext^acL^^^lR — I hadtbe hoiior to recqiv^pec express 
yourqoimnui^icaiioaofU^e 27tb9 ve&ti.i^inine<li{i|QrQtionar3r 
pow^e^^f, ,li:iji^ip^diately4e»palche4 IVIr. Di^^w iii Uielon^ 
gig.U> f'^(y>m;^itjr^ .the coa»t,and went vi^itb inyoificers to tb^. 
tjall^, IfQ. jru^f^fi^ ||)oi|iU dq«» over the r^qpsds*. At suii set 
^^ ^^tve4^^^C|^|Vi:^go wit)i the boats (l^iij.aurtjJlier)laadr. 
•^ i^ all with, p ipng ai pounders^ .10;24. pjoj^u^wfi^^ 342 do., 
(9a;;fppaf)es}, s)t)f^, 10 cabli^i besiicleis goine. Uglily article$^: 
^1^4 distribut^fiii* the b)^i)tfi^Aix a gu^r^ 9^ atiqbt .150 rifle- 
ijen, up4^r cu^^D^jWaijid* ^?f^ IVlw^Ji ^PP!}"??*;; I^f- ^^^iiw 
having retqrn^di^Hl^^a.r^BOft^ the coak qeLJ|)g|cle9>rp war 
sj/et p^at d^rAi a^^di^^r^iYMj^t^g BaGnfQp.riv^r j^hov^t sp^T- 
ris# on thie ^If;^ ly^l^ ^^ lo$$ o^«;^bgaft h^^ board) 

two 24.ppy|u|^r/i 51^ ppe<;a^l$. ; ,,. , : .,;, , /. 

. A^iSig ^^wijWs.iqetth^;.O^i<^^ des^ 

patched Ihi^iJjiX pr^y}gtq3,t W^idfT ibte conw^^ of Lieut, 

their Ui3e<9fijij8fcl^,al^ Hig Saa^y.predc^ J: 

{Started with all the boais'and^ajrtived^ a^ plir ,^a^e^ jplj dt^^tir. 
nation abput,4pc5)f fnil^J* ^^ f fi^^p.^eek. / ]# J? l^f^^^ fi^e 

and agrepabljjtojll^'iff^^ tiieqt^ 

;r.i.erce|o,lookj(j>jtit ia«fajr aa^tp^ij^^fpint; sl^juijlj 6,he»retpro 

best,ppssi(>lg4is^/5^JL^ wai^.U^yd^ pf t^^ v^fl^jp^jand. Ipy. 
d|nns,; abciiiiA/iplta nf^i|g bftt^\^,o^r jy)fits,;^ il^^>Vf . ^ ^: M-' 
^.^'^mxv^i\xng, jat long fhpj wa.^j?ljft)iia^ftl9^d ^ly tb? .f oeitij^ 
arul beli^vii^g (a^ } j^\i^)lh^\u^i^^ . yj^^^S^ 

J^n4«with.tlif,ir ^ina^i^f^fff, J,,Q^^^ . tf^^^ J^^fiW *^ W95 
c^cj in erecting siiet^^/c^^, Bulking f>r^paf^ '^i^^t^A 

tWbpat$.; rAbpl^t 9 o^dox^ a ^s/juadroii^ 

of dragpons, a»d Csfft') l^^^^Y^S!^'i^'i^^ ^f :,l^8f^ 

artillery and 2 6 f>otiuder8,^mvpdx.; (^^CJtisff^ 
mandiN^ oi^QeVy '^rqed ]with me that this reiniorcement 
should halt, as the ti*o<jpf ^l^pM;: oal^pjulated' for a bush light 
were already 011 the groppd,. wberejtp«}r>jcould act to the 
greatest advantage^ and timt th^ f yeo^y seeing a large i*e- 
inforcement -arrive would nfios^>rpbaWy» retrpirt;^ About 
10, the enemy having landed and pushed up the creek with 
four gun boats, tl^ree cutters, and one;gig — the riflemea 
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under that ekcelknt offisbie^ Mii)Ot Apptlitgf, ' arbse frcriti 

their canc^aflhTi^etit, and affter a sh^rt fl<*6 of abpo't 10 min- 

«t^s, succeed^jd in capttirfng^ all t^e boats aWdtHyir cr^ws; 

trkhoiit dne^ having escujied. ^t abitit'5'P. Sf; bnried, 

tritb the honor? df war,- Mr. H0are(a British Tnidshrpmatl) 

killed in the action. * - ^ ; - - ■ y • -^ ^ 

The ciiferinry's. loss in this* affaii', is 4 g^nn b^oa^s, Ofite caK 

rying 1 24 pottrtAeri ahd bnte jB8 lb. trarronadi^ ; e^ich'bf ttie 

others carryii^ two hfeavy 'gcktis; twW^^cultewi audi gig^. /, 

I hare the honor to b4^&K ' '^^ .J 

' '' -'- — - '-M.'T. WOOlLSBr/V 

^ - KiMednone-HvoiihU^dd; '^'^^ ' -/ 

KilM 14— wonnde4* 28-^pmotTefiSf ^«te. 
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C!ft^^ Pbrtcr io the Sevtetai-y-ofihk Navy. "V 
''-'[ Esste JuBJ-dr^'^tkea,' J% S;^i8f^^^ 

' [;iferfrdc/.}l^IR--Ilsaited front the^ Delawiir^, Oct; 27^ 
1812, and repaired tbl^ort P>aya, J^PoiJiAt^, ahd C^p^^ 
Onmy passage from Port' Praya Ho N6ronh'6»' I ci^^^ 
,llfs' B. M. p^ciket Nortm< ; aft^fc'^kfri,^ dai i*iOO0 po6nds 
«5terling in specie, Vent her foir AniteWca. On 'Gape Frio 
.^1 captured a schbdtifer with hid^ afirf talloiv; iatid iitt|t her 
into ror|:h Rico. Iprocetdedifc^St. GaiHeriries to supply 
myshipwfth provisions. Frorii 8t. Culherlnes I jrtiaped 
thy collide for ihePaeiflc; and afrjyednt^ulpariistt March 
14. 181^. /Oftliestt<;rce^%vfetti(tt^wirtifin 
yott hav^ bfe^n informed'fnniiy letter^ bf itiiJy 2,J8t3.' ^1 fe- 
C€fivfecl1nforntatiarii tl/at the Phi^l6bfe -frigate,, siffd "AacoOrt 
and Chfemb^odps of \vai',* ^iherfe - in pursuit of ' tlie. My 
ship, after h^ti^g nearsi year atifea, rietjluire'd fed^fire * repairs 
toputher ipiir«iate'ta'ineferthttS|i; ^icH t det^i^mirtydlo 
do, and repti|ret}, vi^iih niy'prtee^, to ti^ Island of ]xot)a- 
heevtdi, Oi* Tllim^n Island, whfefef ' complfetely dverhanl- 
ed nfiy ship, )^h(t t6ii|k bu b6aTd,j'ffditl the prizes; 'pr6vision<^ 
lind storfes fo^ dp Wdrds offo'dr nr>onths; aud sailed ibr tfe 
cfoast ofChili] Bee. %2\ 1813. Previous to sailing I shear- 
ed the Seringapatam; Greertwirh, and Sir A. Htniinlo'ndi 
i]fnder the gUhs of a balteiy whichi h^d erected for their 
prdti^ctron 5 (aft fr taking possession of iliis tine Island, for 
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the Uuited States, and ^tabHsfaiog tlie wost fcieadi v uiler;^- 
coifi^ie with ihi Q^tives) I letlthem uuder tbe^care of Lieut- 
G^LfXkhlemd 21j(ueii^. wiih orders .to, repair t4^. Valparaisp^ 
atters^ certain period. Believing, Copi. Hilljef woijld be 
most likely to ap:i3ear at Yal^mraiso firat, 1 therefpre deter^^ 
mined to cruise about that c|ace. Agreeably io my ex-r 
pectatioi:\s the Com. arrived $iilb^pIgce;,.h|it,.jpQi4rary to 
my wrslie^s, be brought witl) bim th^ Oieryb sloop oi 
war, moiinting 2:8 guns, and a cou)p(emient.of. 18P,mf$a., 
The force of the Phoebe, tiieComraoclqre'^a, flagship, was 
30 IpTig l^jjounders, lt> 32 lb. carronades, and 7 3 poun-- 
ders in her lops, in all. 53 gups,,. and ^ crew of 320 men j 
making a force of^X|gif))i3^l^pd,509;D^n.; The force of 
the Essex was 40 32 lb, q^rpu'f d^s and 6 long twelves, and 
her crew b^d j^e^i^ reiluct^i by maaningionst A^ex, prizes io 
255 men. They provisioned, and went orf. the pprtfor the 
purpose of blockading ipe.. I oft^n epdx^vpred to provoke 
a challenge, mid t^'iHgtl^eJriiQebe^ with th©^ 

Essef^^i^ wj^J^out 3^f^(Ces^.^^,,^|'h^^ no liopes of any 

adyanlf^e^i, to .cpjf couii^y^,/ijpra. a Jp^ger *$tay in pprt ; I 
tUerqhv^ dt^iern^ined it> lV-\Kfi^^ sea ftflf iir^jL Opportunity* 
ThV:^?''^ pf Pafxl>,^tbp.jd^y^)al^r,ih^ ^^^plu}imi,vt,^s^^^^ 
ed, i^ y^A\\iir blevy' fre^b .froftt the sputl^vwhen" t psrnted^ my 
larbpi\rd cpb^ and dr5\gge4. ^ d^^ gut..to^s^aH. jS'ot i^ 

momeut >^as to ,i{^. Iioi^t A9hg!^^.tmg^f^il oi^^yiesp.ip. On 
rojunciing,^ tb^ poi ji t. at bea vyj »q,if jjl ♦?ti:uak i^,^ . jwd; .carried 
ciM^ay 9ur iwjain tQ|>-ma3t, precipitating: .f9uv u}pn ipto. the 
sjea, viUf)^i^s:f)m\e^. Jj^pth .sjbip?? 4^9vyttgp*e pha^e ; seeii^g I 
cgruld, opt recpyef i?^y ,,%^l)^^*^Rf^»9S^^^. !"> W .^-js4>led 
state, I twi ^luse in|a» ^^\\ ^y>i^*|d a^chpj-e^ ^i^il^iin^p^s- 
tolsW,o^;^bejjl)ore^^^ batJL^Jcij^j* otf Val- 

paraiso, wliicji jic^i^g^nevtrjE^\.)^>.'r^ bouindto.p^yj^pct me > al 
Imttiil i l;\ad pe^^^irf?d diuu^fges!.^ /I b^^^ ia 

rep^riog.i>r,get|;ing>,3pr\^ on.p^y^^ij.aGip, Jl^n Uie enemy 
^t ^;^ miqu^s past 3-,,P.J\^. aaade.^hi&atta Phoebe, 

placing herself under, lyy.i^J^n, and ^^^,Q6^^^ 
board bo>v; butfindiug^tbat yituatiQji.a,JipJ^^f^ she bor.es 
j^p and rijii /under my stern ^Uo,wherftbiOtb, ^y}« k^pt ,upj 
a raking tire. I hud got 3 long ,12 pouncjerj*, qui .9f tbe 
steru ports* which were w^rl^ed wiljii sq>aViiCibi)Ta,v!eiy; lliat, 
in bah an hour we so dt»^b}^d^ both; as to compel them. jto 
hj^uloft to repair damages* My »i:iip b?i<i received, aj^n,jH. 
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itijuHes, an<i several had been killed and wounded, bur all 
appeai-ed determined to defend the ship to the last, and to 
die in preference to a shameful surrender* The eneifty 
i»aon repaired his damages, and made tt fresh attack with 
both shtjte OH my starboard qujvrter, ovit of reach of ray car- 
ronades, and where my stem giins could not be brought to 
bea^-^he there kept un a galling fire which it was out of 
ifty j>ower to return. The only rope not ctit was the flying' 
gib halliards, and that being the only sail F could set, I* 
caused it to be hoisted, my cables to be cut, and run down 
oh both sh:ps, with an intention of laying the Phoebe on 
boai'd. 

' The firing on both sides was now tremendous ; 1 had 
let fall my forc-lopsail and foresail, but the want of tacks 
and sheets rendered them nseless, yet were we enabled for 
a fihurt tinie to close with the ejemy, although our decks 
w^re strewed with the dead, our cockpit filled with 
wounded,- our ship had been several times on fire, and a 
perfect wreck, we were still encouraged to hope to save 
lier, hs the Cherub in her crippled state, had been oom|)el*- 
ied to haul off* The Phoebe, from our dis^abled state, was 
enabled to edge iff, and choose her distance, for her long 
guns, and kept up such a tremendous fire, as to mow dowa 
tny brave companions by the dozen. 1 now gave op all 
hopes of closing with him, and determined to run on snore, 

■ land my men, and destroy the vessel. We had approach- 
ed the shore wilhin musket shot, when in an instant the 
wind shifted, ^nd payed our head down on the Phoebe. — 
My ship was now totally unmanageable; yet, as her head 
was toward the eueniy, and he to the leewai-d of me, I 

^stiH hoped to be able to board him. Frndtng the enemy' 
was determiuetl to avoid being boarded, and my ship alarm- 
ingly on fire, and the slaughter on board having become 
most horrible, I directed a hawser to be bent to the sheet 
anchor, and the bow anchor to be cot, to bring her head 
round r this succeeded, antl we again got our guns to bear j 
but the hawser soon gitve way, and left ns a oerfect 'wreck. 
The flames were bursting up the hatchway, and no holies 
were entertained of saving the ship, as a quantity of pow- 
der had already exploded, and the 'fire had nearly reached 
the magazine, which served to increase the horrors of our 
sUualiou. I tbcrelbi^ directed those who.ceuld swim, to 
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jomp overboard, and gain the shore. So4ne reached it-^— ^ 
some were taken by the enemy— and some perished. , We 
who remaiiledy turned oui^ attention wholly to extinguishing; 
the flames; when we had succeeded, went again to our 
guns, where the firing was kept op for some minutes. Al- 
most every guti having been dismounted^ and the impossi- 
bihty of making further attempts to capture our antago- 
nists, and ttie entreaties of the remainder of my brave ^rew^ 
to surrender to save the wounded, I sent for the officers of 
divisions to consult tliem, but what was my surprise, to fifid 
only acting Lieut. M'Knight remaining. I was informed 
that the cockpit, steerage, wardroom, and birth-deck would, 
contain no more wounded; and that the ship was fillingr 
with water very fast. The enemy were enabled from the 
smoothness of the water, to take aim at us as a target — iii 
fine, 1 saw no hopes of saving my vessel, or ra^iking my es- 
cape, and at 20 minutes past 6 P. M. gave the painful or- 
der to strike the colors* Seventy-five men, including ofi\- 
cers, were all that remained of my crew when the color* 
were struck, capable of doing duty. X directed an oppo- 
site gun fired to shew we intended no further resistance ; 
but they did not desist; a number of men were killed by 
my side and in other parts of the ship. I now belieVed he 
intended to show 4is no quarter, and thought it would be as 
well to die with my flag flying as struck, and was on the 
point of again hoisting it, when 10 minutes after hauling 
the colors down^he ceased firing. 

I must, in justification of myself and crew observe, tha| 
with our m* twelve pounders only, we fought thisaction, our 
earronades being almost useless. 

0ur loss is 58 killed — 65 wounded — and 31 missing-— 
.total 154. I have the honor to l»e, &c. 

DAVID PORTER. 

y CoL Mitchell to Gen. Bmnm^ 

\ H. a. Oswego, May 8, 1814. 

[JE^iractl SIR — I iafbrmed you of my arrival at foit 
,Os\vego on tRe 30th ult. This post being but occasion- 
ally and not rtcently occupied by regular .troops, was in a 
badjitate of defence. Of cannon we had hut fivie old gunsr 
..three of which had lost their trunnions. What could be 
done in the way of repair was eftecled. On the 5Ch insL. 
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tjie 'British naval force consisting of four large ships, threcr 
brigs and a uuniber of gun and other boats were descried 
at reveille beating about seven miles fro^m the fort. Infor- 
mation was rnmiediately giv#n to Capt. Woolsey of the 
navy, (who was at Oswego village) and to the neighbor- 
ing militia. It being doubtful on which side of the river 
the enemy would attempt to land, and my force (290 ef- 
fectives) being too small to bear division, . I ordered the 
tents in store to be pitched on the village side, while I oc- 
cupied the other with my whole force. - It is probable that 
this artitice had i^s effect, and determined the enemy to at- 
tack where, from ap|)earances, they expected the least op- 
position. About 1 o'clock the fleet approached. Fifteen 
j[> oats, large and crowded with troops, at a given signal, 
moved slowly to the shore. These were preceded by gun- 
boats seiU to rake the woods and cover the landing, while 
the larger vessels opened a fire upon th^ fort. Capt, 
Boyle and LieUt. Legate, (so soon as the debarking boatd 
got within range of our shot) opened upon them a very 
successful fire from the shore battery, and com[>elled them 
twice to retire. They at Tength i^turned to the ships and 
the whole stood off from the shore for better anchorage. 
One of the enemy ^s boats which had been deserted, ws^s 
taken up by us, and some others by the militia. The first 
mentioned wjas sixty feet long, carried thirty-six oars- and 
, three sails, and could accommodate 150 men. She had 
received a ball through her bow, and was nearly filled 
•with water. 

At day break on the 6th the fleet appeared bearing up 
nnder easy sail. They took a position directly against 
the fort and batteries, and for three hours kept up a heavy 
fire of grape, &c. Finding that the enemy had effected a 
landing, I withdrew my small disposable force into the 
rear of the fort, and wi4h two companies met their advanc- 
ing columns, while the other companies engaged the flanks 
of the enemy. Lieut* Pierce of the navy and some sea- 
men, joined in the attack and fought widd their character- 
istic bravery. We mamtained our ground al>opt thirty 
minutes, and as long as consisted with Iny further duty of 
defending the public stores depoNiled at the.falls^ which no 
doubt formed the principal object of the ^itpedition on the 
^ari of the enemy. Nor was this sncrvemenl made pi^ipi* 
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lutely. I halted wktMD 400 yardH of Ihe fort. Capt. H<>^ 
maviie*8 company furtDed the rear gimrd, and^ reinaiinngf 
witli it, I marched to Uiis place in |^od order, destroying 
the bridg^es in my rear. The eneciiy landed six hundred 
ofDe Watteville's' regiment, six hundred mari|ies, two 
companies of the Giengary corps, and three hundred and 
fifty seamen. 

Gen. Prunimpnd and Com. Yeo wfire the land and nar 
val comniander«i. They burned th^ old barracks and 
evacuated the fort a|)out 3 o'clock in tbejBorningof the 7tb, 

Our loss in killed is six ; in wouoded 38 — and in mis^ 
sing, 25. The enemy lo^ 7Q killed]! ao^ 166 woMnded, 
drowned, aud prisoners. 

Gen. Mrown to the Secretary of War. 

H. d Chippewa^ July 7, 1814. 

[JEir/rac/.] SIR — ^Ou the 2d mat. I issued orders foe 
crossuig the Niagara, and made arrangements deemed ne* 
cess^ry forsecuruig the garrison of fort £rie— the Qd, that 
post surrendered, at 5 P. JVIi. Our Ipss in this affair, was 
4 wounded. — 137 prisoners, including 1 Major, 1 Capt. 3 
Lieiits* and 1 ensign, with the ,$^{iHnuntti6n audcannop be^ 
lo!;g.ug tuthe po^t were surre»)dered to as." 

Oil the morning of the 4th, Brig. Gen* ScoU, was order^ 
ed to adfauce towards Chip)>ewa, and be governed by 
f^rcumstances ; taking care \» secure a good military po^ 
$iUo() for the uight i after some, skirmishi'gt h^ selectecl 
this plain with tile eye of a so!dier, his right resting on tbe 
river, jB^ud a ravine being in f»onl. At U »t night I joined 
bim, With the reserve MUfleir Brig. Qei). Kip^ey, wii^ our 
field and batteri'g train, s^nd corps of artillery. , The next 
niorning Gen- Porter aif^ved with a part pf the Pennsylva* 
nia attd.N. York volunteers, aud some Indians. .*-£arly ii|, 
the morning of the 6th^ tbe enemy commenced a petty war 
upon our p(cketS| and, as b^ was indulged, his presumption 
increased, 

Ai 4 JP. M. agfeeaWy to my orders, Gen. Porter ad vane* 
ed fn>ni the rear of our camp, taking the woods in order to. 
keep out of view of th<^ enemy, in hopes of surrounding 
their scouting parties. |u half an hour Porter's i^ommand 
met.the.hgbt t^iE^rtiea and drove them to camp ; and nej^r 
phij^pewa, m^i. their wJkple column in drder of battle. \ 
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tmmed'talely ordered Gen* Seott to aidvanice witk k\^ b?i<^ 
gade, and Towsoii\s aftiller) « who met them upon the high 
plain in front of our cani{>. He advanced in the most offi-? 
eertike st3(le, and in afew minuted was in close action, with 
a superior force of British regulars* Gen. Porter's com- 
mand bad given way, and fled in every direction, which 
caased Scott's left flauk to be greatly exposed. Capt 
Harris, with his dragoons, was directed to stop the the fu*^ 
gitives, behind the ravine fronting ourcan)p; Gen. Ripley 
ivas directed to pass to the left and skirt the woods, so as 
• to keep out of view, and fall upon the rear of the enemy *• 
light flaqk. This order was^pr^mptly obeyed, and tbd 
greatest exertions made to close with the enemy, but ia 
vain; for such was the zeal atid activity of the line com* 
manded by Gen. Scott, that it wai^ not to be checked^ 
JVlaj. Jessup, commanding the left flank, finding himself 
pressed in front and flank, and his ii>en falling fast around 
him, ordered his battallion to < support (omSf and advance ;^ 
the Order was promptly bbeyed, amidit a most deadly and 
destroctive fire. He gained a more secure position, and 
relurokl upon the enemy so galling a discharge, as caused 
thecji to retire. By this time their whole line was falling 
back, and our gallant soldiers pressing upon them, whei^ 
they broke their lines, and ran to regain their works. lot 
this eflbrt he was too successful, when the guns opened 
immediately upon our line, .ami checked, in some degree,^ 
the pui^^it. At this moment, I determined to bring up my 
ordnance, and force the place by a direct' attack ; Major 
Wood, of the engmeers, and Capt. Austin, my aid, rode ta 
the^ight of their line of works and examined them ; I .was 
induced by th^ir report, to order the forces to retire Id 
l^amp, till a future tim^. 

Respectfully and truly yours. JACOB BROWN. 

A^fEKiCAN I-OSS. 

Killed 60 — woufded 244-^missing 19. 

BKXTISH XiOSS. 

Killed 199 — w<>unded Si20--^risoner8 245. 

BLAKELEY B VICTORY. 
Capt. Biakeley (oi/te ISecrttary of the Navy. 

U. S. S. Wasp, L'Orreot, July 8, iS14. 
SIR^-On Tuesday the 28 h ult. being then in latitude 
i% ^6 N« and long. 11, 15 W* we fell in with, engaged^ 
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and after an action of 19 minales, captured his BritnnB^ 
majesty's sloop of war K«indeer, Wiliiam Manners, Eso, 
commander. 

At half past 1% P.. M. the eneniy shewed a blue and 
white flag diagonally at the fore, and fired a gun. At 1, 
15, called all hands to quarters, and prepared for action ; 
1, 22, believing we could weather the enemy, tacked ship 
and stood for him ; 1» 50, the enemy tacked 'ship and 
Stood from us; 1,66, hoisted our colors and fired a guii 
te windward; afr2, 20, the enemy still standing from us, 
8et4fae royals; at 2, 26, set the flying gib ; at 2, 29,.set the 
Qpper staysails ; at 2, 32, the enemy having tacked for us 
took in the staysails; at 2^ 47, furled the royals ; at 2, 61, 
seeing- that the enemy would be able to weather us, tacke4 
ship; at 3, 3, the enemy hoisted his flying gib — brailed 
up our mizen ; at 3, 15, the enemy on our weather qviar- 
ter, distant about 60lyayds, tired hisshitling gun, a 12 pound 
carronade at us, loaded with round and grape shot from his 
top-gallant forecastle; at 3, 17, fired the same gun a se- 
cond time ; at 3, 1^,. fired it a third time ; at 3, 21, fired it 
a fourth time ; at 3, 24, a tifth shot, all from' the same gun. 
]Pinding the enemy did not get siifiScientiy on the beam to 
enable us to bring our guns to bear, put the helm a^lee» 
and at 26 minutes after 3, commenced the action with the 
after carronade on the starboard side, and fired in success 
sion ; at d, 34, haitt^d up the mainsail ; at 3, 40, the enemy 
having his lai board bow in contact with our larboard quar- 
ter, endeavored to boapd us, but was repulsed in every at- 
tempt ; at 3, 44, orders w^e given to board in turn, which 
were prom |>tly executed, when all resistance immediately 
ceased, and at 8, 4d, the enemy hauled down his flag. 

The Reindeer mounted sixteen 24 lb. carronades, two 
loivgfi or 9 pounders, and a shifting 121b, carronade, with 
a complement on board of 118 men. Her crew was said 
to betire p#id^ of Plymouth. 

The Keiudeer was literally cM to pieces in. a line with 
her ports ; her upperworks, boats, and spare spars, were 
one complete wreck. A freeze springii»g up the next 
afternoon, her (bremast went 1>y the board. 

Having received alt the prisoners on board, whifch from 
the dumber of wounded occupied muchtime^ together with 
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their ba^age, the Reindeer wan on the evening of the 29tli 
3iet on fire, aod in a few hours blew up. * 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. BLAKELEY. 

AMERICAN IX)SS. * 

Killed 6 — wounded 21. 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 23— wounded 42. 



Gen. Bronm to the Secretary of War. 

Buffalo, Aug. 17,1814. 
[Extract.^ SIR — You are aheady apprised that th^ 
Imny had on the 25th ult. taken a position at Chippewn^ 
About noon of that day. Col. Swift, who was posted at 
Lewistown, advised me by express, that the enemy appear* 
ed in considerable force in Q^ueenston, and on its heights ; 
that four of the enemy^s fleet had arrived during the pre- 
ceding night, and were then laying near f(n*t Niagara, and 
that a Dumber of boats were in view, moving up the^rait* 
Within a few. minutes* after this intelligence had been re^ 
ceived, I was further informed by Capt. Denmon, of the 
quarter master s department^ that the enemy were landing 
«t Lewistown, ami that our bagg-age and stores * at ^chlos* 
ser, and on their way thither, were in danger of immedi^ 
ate capture. Gen. Scott, with the 1st brigade, Towson*s 
artillery, and all the dragoons and mounted men^ were 
accordingly put in march on the road leading to Q^uedns^ 
ton, with orders to report if the etiemy appeared, and to 
call for Assistance if that was necessary. On the Generafs 
arrfval at the Falls he learned that the enemy was in force 
directly in his front — a narrow piece of woods alone inter- 
cepting his view of them. Waiting only to give this infor- 
mation l;^e advanced u|K)n them. ^ By the time Assistant 
Adj. Gen. Jones had delivered his message, the action be- 
gan ; and before the remaining part of the division had 
crossed the Chippewa, it b^d l>ecome close and general be- 
tween the advance corps. Though- gen. Riply with the 
2dbrigade, Major Hi ad man wilh the corps of artillery, and 
Gen. Porter as the head of his command, bad respectively 
presseil, forward with ardor, it was not less than an horn* 
before they were brought to sustain Gen. Scolt, during 
which time his commatul most skilfully and galtantiy 
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maintained the conflict Upon my arrival T found that li« 
General had passed the wood and engaged the enemv at 
Queenston road, and on the groniid to the left of it, with 
the 9th, 1 1th, and 22d regis, and Towson's artillery. Th^ 
25lh had been thrown lo the right to be governed by cir-^ 
cun^s^tances. Apprehending thai these corps were much 
exhausted, and knowing that they had suffered severely, t 
determined to interjjfose a new line with the advancing 
tro6ps, and thus disengage gen. Scolt and hold his brigade 
in reserve. Orders were acconlingly given to gen. Rip- 
ley. The enemy's artillery at !his moment occupied a hill 
which gave him great advantages, and was the key of the 
whole position. It was supported by a line of infanjry^^ 
To secure the ifrictory, it was necessary lo carry this artil- 
lery and seize the height This duty was assigned to Col^, 
Miller, while, to favor its execution, the 1st regiment, un* 
der the command of Col. Nicholas, was directed to me- 
nace and amuse the infantry. To my great mortification,' 
this regiment, after a discharge or two, give- way and re-* 
treated some distance before it could be Tctlttedy though tt 
Ss believed the officers of the regiment exeiied theniselves^ 
to shorten this distance. Inline mean lime. Col. Miller, 
without regarding this occurrence, advanced steadily ami 
gallantly to his object, and carried the height and the can* 
lion. Gen. Hipley brought up the 23d (which had also 
faultered) to his support, and the enemy disappeared from 
before them. The 1st regiment was now brought into line 
on the left of the 21st, arid the detachments of the 17th and 
19th, Gen. Porter occupying, with his command theextrem^ 
left. Aboutlhe time Col. Miller carried theenemy's cannon, 
the 25th regiment, under Maj. Jessup, was engaged in a 
iilore obstinate conflict with all that reinainedto dispute with 
us the field of battle. TheMaj. as has been already stated, 
had been ordered by Gen.Scolt,atlhecommencemerAofihe 
action, to take ground to his right. He had succeeded iu 
turning the enemy's left flank — had caf)tured (by a detacl»- 
ment under Capt. Kelchum; Gen. Uiall and sundry other 
oflScers, and shewed himself again to his own army, in a 
blaze of fire, Which defeated or destroyed fi vei-V superior^ 
force of the enemy. He was ordered to form on the right 
of the 2d regiment. The enemy rallying his forces, and as 
is believed, having received reinforcements, now atlcmpletl 
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4» dril^ IBS from cmt poMtions, anil ti^ain bis artilUrv.*^ 
Chir Ikie was unshaken, and the eneoEijr repulsed. Itw6 
iitfaer attempts havings the same object, had ttie same ist^ue. 
ii^o. Scott was again engaged in repeUing the former of 
these ; and the last I saw of htm on the field of battle, he 
Was neiy* \be head of bis €olumn> and giving to its march a 
Erection that would hare placed him on the enemy^s right. 
tt was with great pleasure I saw the good order and intre^ 
j^dity of Gen. Porter*s volunteers from the moment of their 
tirrival^ but during the last charge of the enemy, those qua- 
fities ^ere conspicuousi Stimulated by the examples set 

* l^ their gallant leader, by Maj. Wood, of the Pennsylvania 
aorps, by Qo\. Dobbin, of New- York, and by their ofiicer^ 
^eneratlVt they preci»pitated themselves tt(>on the enemy *s 
mne; and made all tne prisoners which were taken at this 
point of ihe action* 

Having been for some time wounded, and been a good 
deal exhausted by loss of bloody it became my wish to de- 
volve the command on Oen. Scolt, and retire from the field ; 
but on enquiry^ I had the misfortune to learn, that he was 
disabled by wounds ) I therefore kept mv post^ and had 
" the satisfaction to see the enemy's last efiort repulsed. I 
now consigp[)^ t^e command to Gen. Ripley. 

I saw and felt the victory was complete. The «xhaus« 
Uon of our men was such as made some refreshment neces- 
wry. They particularly required water; I therefore or* 
dered Gen. Hipley to return to camp^ after bringiltg ofi^the 

* dead, wounded, and artillery, which was effected in good 
order. I have the honor to be, &c. 

• ; JACOB BROWN. 

AMBHIGAKLOdS. 

Killed, 171— Wounded, 572— Missing, llO, 

BHITISH LOSS. 

Killed, 184--WomKied, 569--Frisoners, 321« 

Gen. Gaines to the Skcretaiy of Wat. 

Fort Efk, Auff. 23, 1«14 
[Extract] SIR— *I have the honor to comnmnicafe Ihe 
particulars of the battle fought at this* place, on the 16tibi 
inst. I ha^e heretofore omitted stating to you, that during 
the 13^h and 14ih| the enemy bad kept up a brisk cannon** 
ade upon this for t^ which was briskly returned from otfr 

34 
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i)atterie9, witboat any eossiderable Io» on our park. ' AM- 
0, A. M. of tbe 15lb, one of tbeir shells lodged in a small 
magazine in Fori Erie, which was fortunately almost eoipr 
i)\ It blew up with an explosion more awful in its ap^ 
pearance, than injurious in its eifects, as it did not disable 
a man, or derange a gon. It occasioned but a monuMit- 
ar} cessation of the thunders of the artillery on both side6 ; 
a Was followed by a lood and joyous shout by the Britisb 
army, which was immedisitely answered on our part, and 
.Capt, Williams, amidst the smoke of the explosion, renew* . 
0d the contest with an animated roar of his heavy cannon* 

The night was dark, and sainy, bat the foilhful centinel 
slept nok. At half past t o'elock, the right coitomA at the 
enemy approached, and though enveloped in darknessi^ 
j^lack as his designs and principles, was distinctly heard oa 
our left, and promptly marked by our musketFy aod can*- 
non.' Being mounted at tlie, moment,, i repaired to the 
point of attack,, where the sheet of five enabled me to see 
the enemy's cokimn, about l^HO men, approaehing on thak 
point; his advance was not checked until it had approach- 
ed within ten feet of oui^ infaiitry. A line of loose brush ' 
representing an ahetUs only intervened ; a Column of the « 
enemy attempted to pass round the ubeiiis through the wa- 
ter, where it was nearly breast deep. At this moment the , 
^nemy were repulsed, but instantly renewed the charge; 
ami were agnin repulsed. My attention was now called 
to the i:igbt, where our batteries and lines were lighted i>y 
" a most brilliajiit fire of eannoti and musketry ; it announc- 
ed the approach of the centre and left columns of the en- 
emy; under Cols, Srummond and Scott ; they were soon 
repulsed. That of the eentre^ led by Col. Drummond was' 
not loqg kept in check ; it approached at once every as- 
sailable point of the fort, and with sealing ladders, ascend- 
ed the. parapet, but was repulsed with dreadfoT earnage,-^ 
The assault was twice repeated, and as often checked ; but 
the enemy having moved round the ditch, . eowred witk 
darkness, and the heavy cloud of smoke which rolled from 
our cannon and musketry, repeated* the charge, and re^a^- 
ceededtbe laddera, when their pikes, bayonets and speans, 

■ ■*" 

* < 1, with aevtral of my ojkeri, several iinm, heard wdersgivenf to gtt» 
Uie dmnned Yankee rascals no quarters** 
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fell Upon our gallant arlHlerists. Oar bastion tvas lost ; 
liieot, M^Donongh) being severely wounded demanded 
tfuarter — it was refused by Col. Drummond. M*,Donough 
then seized a handspike, 4nd eoiAy defended himself until 
be was shot down with a pistol by the monster who had re* 
fused him quarter, whi© oken reiterated the order — gwe the 

^ damned yanhee rascals no quarter. This hardened murder- 
i^rsoon met his fate; he was shot through the breast whUfi 
relating the order, to ffive no quarter. 

The battle now raged with increased fury on the right, 
iifut on the left the enemy was repulsed and put to flight. 
Tbenoe and from the centre I ordered reinforcements. — 
They were- promptly sent by Brig. Gen. Ripley and Brig. 
Gen. Porter. Capt, Fanning, of the corpsof ar^iUery, kept 
Op-^ spirited and h destructive iire with his field pieces on 
theenemy while attempting to apprpach the ,fot*t. Major 
Hindman's gallant efforts, aided by Maj. Trithble, having' 

^ failed to drire the enemy from the bastion -with the remain- 
ing artillerist's and infantry in the fort, Capt.Birdsall of the 

* 4th rifle regiihent, with a detachment ot riflemen, gallant- 
ly rushed in through the gateway to their assistance, and 

' with some infantry charged the enemy; but was repulsed 
and the Captain severely wounded. " A detachment from 

, ibe lith, 19th, and 22d infantry, under Capt Foster of 
the 11th, were introduced over the interior bastion, for the 
purpose of charging the enemy. Major Hall, Assist. Ins. 
<ien. very handsomely tendered his services to lead the 
cliarge. The charge vi^as gallantly made by Capt. Foster 
Hud Maj. Hall, but owing to the narrowness of the pai^sage 
up to the bastion admitting only 2 or 3 men abreast, it fail- 
ed. It was often repeated, and as often checked. The' 
enemy's force in the bastion was, however, much cut to, 
pieces and diminished by our artillery and small artns. At 
this moment every operation was arrested by the explosion 
of some cartridges deposited in the end of the stone build- 
ing adjoinmg the contested bastion. The explosion Was; 
tremendous — it was decisive : the bastiqn was restored. At 
this moment Capt. Btddle was ordered to cause a field 
piece to be posted so as to enfilade the exterior plain and 
.salient glacis. Capt Fanning's battery likewise playe4 . 
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upon them at this time with grtat effect. The tiHMIf 
were in a few moments eptirUy def<piited, tstken, or ^ to 
l^ight. 

I have tb? hpDor to W, &r. 

EDMUND P. GAINES* 

JkMBBlCAfi LOS$. 

]^ill#d 17r-Woou<i«d d&^Wmiug ll—Total 84^ 

BRITISH hOBS. 

ILilled 422— Woonded 364-*PniK>u#rs }8ft_Tetal 9&i. 



CyAPTEB XII. u 

CAPTURE OF WASHINGTOJIf AND ALEX- ' 
ANDKIA. 
Copjf of a letter from the m^yor o/ Alexandria <o the mgym, 
of Georgiptonm. 
DcAlt Sikt— Eiiclos^ i» a copy of the teems, proposed 
to the common coaocU of Alexandria, by the commanding 
officer of the squadron pow lying before th^ town, to wtj^cl 
^cy were cpmpeUed to subiflit. , 
' Very respectfully, 8|;c, 

CHARLES SI»CR|S. 
TERMS OF CAPITULATION. 

Hi$ MuJG^^e ship JSka Morife, 
OffAlemndria, 29th Aug. 1814 
GBNTXJSH^N-rrJn, consequence of a deputation -^Hit^. 
day received from the city of Alei^aadriat rem^sbog (9m 
Torable terms for the safety of the city« the andermeatioant 
ctd are the oply conditions in my power to o^r. , 

The town of Alexfiudria, witn theai^eptiop^^ poMi^ 
works, shall npt be destroyed, unless hpstilUies ar^ com^ 
Xnenced on the part of thf^ Ameripans, nor fthalLtbe ijob^Hn 
tants be molested in any maoi^er. whatever, or thw^ dwet»,. 
ling houses eiiterpd| if the tollowii^ artipl|^s,are c(Hiipli«4' 
with : 

Art. 1. All p&^^l ^ ordn^Qfistores, pi^Ue or {tfivatUr 
ipust be immediately delivered up. «. 

2. Possession will beimmediately take^ of all Uie ship-^. 
ping, and their furniture must beseul on bpar4 by the QWH^f 
(sys wiihoi^t delay. 
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% Jl.^ The vessels fhiit hw^ beeo sodk viiist be delivered 
up in tbe state tbe^r wure^ on tbe l4Hh of August, the dajr 
of the squsiiiron passiug the Kettle BotloiHii. ' 

4. Merchandize of ev^ry descrijjtion must be instantly 
delivered lip, and to prevent an^ irrefular«ly, that mij^ht 
be committed in lU embarkabonf the merchants have it at 
tbieir option to load the vetssek geBerally employed for that 
purpose, when they shall be towed oft' bv us. 

6. All mercbaiidifiethat has. been removed from A\ex^ 
w4mh sinoe the 19th inst is to be included in the above 
trticlea. 

6* RefroshiBtnts of every description to be supplied the 
ships, and paid for at the market price^ bj bills on the Bri*; 
^h goverfMuent 

7» Officers will be appointed to see that artictevs No* 2, 3^^ 
4 and 5, are strictly complied with^ and any des lation or 
«on-eompli«iiiee» on the part ot the inbabitauts of Aiei^an-^ 
dsm, will rendbr this treaty null and void. 
t hftve the honor lo be, &c. 

JOHN A. GORDON, 
^ \ Captain of H. M. ship JSea Hor$e^ 

tmd semor ^oerof H. M» iihips oJfAlexundrm) 
To the eonimon council 

of the to wn of Alessandria. 

Gm. Windfir to the Seeretaty of War. 

Baltimoi-e, August 27, 1814. > 

S£ii-«»*When tii6 enemy an-ived at the mouth ^f the Poto<- 
nac, of all the BBilitia which f had been autboi'ised to as^ 
semblo, there were but about 1 7QO m the field, from M 16 
1400 under G&a. Stansbury near this pktce, and about SdO*- 
afeBladensburgh, imderL^ut. Col. Kramer. 

After all the force' that could be put at iny disposal iii' 
ttiMshort timer and making such dispositions as f deenaed 
beat caLoulttted to present the most respectable force at 
whatever point Ihe enemy mig^ht strike, I was enabled by 
the most active aad harrassing movemaits of the troops to 
iftterpMe bofofo the enemy at ^ladensburgh aboAt 5000 
men, including 350 regulars and Commodore Barney *s 
command. Much the largest portion of this force arrived 
On the ground when die eoemy were in sight, and were 
^isposf d of to support in the best manner the position which 
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Geo. StMflAiiiry bad taken* Tbey bad barely reached &e 
grournl -before tbe action coBinienced» which was aboat !• 
o*clock P. M. of the 24th losL aad c<mtinyed about an 
hour. 

The artillery from Baltimore aopported by Maj. PiidE^ 
ney's rifle battalion, ami a part of Capl. JDoughtey's froofe 
the navy yard, were in advance to cotmnand tbe pa$6 of 
the bridge at Bladensborgh, and played upon the eneaoiy^ 
with very destructive effect But the •rifle troops wer^ ob-^ 
liged after some time^to retire, and of course the artillery*^ 
Superior numbers however rushed upon them and made 
their retreat necessary, not however without j^r^oat lossvon 
the part of tbe enemy. '^ 

The right and centre of Stansbury's brigade consisting of 
Lieut. Col. Ragam'sand Sbuler's regiments, generally gave 
way very soon afterwards, with, the exception of about 4&f 
rallied by Col. Ragan, after haviog iost bis horse, and \km 
whole or a part ot Capt. Showor's company, botii of wbom^ 
Gen. Stansbury represents to have. made, even thus des«*W 
ed, a gallant stand. 

The reserve cinder Brig. Gen. Smith of the Distriotof.^ 
€k)lambia, with the nulitiaot* the e^y and Georgetown; 
with the regulars and some detachments of Maryland rnili^^ 
tia, flanked on their right by Coou Barney, and his brave 
fellows, and Lieut, Col. Beal, still were on the right on the 
hill, and ipaintaiited the contest for.some time, with gr^^ 
effect 

It is not with me to report the conduct oS Ocmii Barndy^ 
and his command, nor can I speak from ob^rvatfion, beu^. 
too remote, but the concurcent tei^moay of all who did ob-> 
serve them, does th^m the higliest justice for their bra^ 
resistance and the destructive effecti they produced on4he« 
enemy. ^ *. 

From the be^t intellig^ce,. there remains but little ^abt' 
that the enemy lost at ka^t four buedredk^led and:vifiOund-- 
ed« and of U^ese ^ very unusual ppiAiMLiuihsd* . ..... ^ 

Our lo.i^s cannot, 1 t^ink, be e^imakedat morethan^Km* 
thirty to forty kiUe%i9j)d fifty, to sixty wottadedr aod one. 
bimdred and twenty prifi|oi]ter8i*, , . i 

I am^ with very great reNp^et, &c, . . 

WILLIAM H/ WINBER- 
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Gloin. Barney to ike Secretary oftlm Navy. 

Farm, at Elk ridge, Aug. 29, 1814. 
. [JBrlitic*.] SIR— This iii the first moment I have had it 
IB my power to make a report of the proceedings of the 
forces under my eommand since I had the honor of seeing 
yon on Tuesday, the 23d inst. at the camp at the <Otd 
Fields.* On the afternoon of that day we were informed 
Uiat the enemy was advancing upon us. Onrarmy was 
put into order of battle and our positions taken ; my forced 
were on the right flanked by the two battalions of the 36th 
«tid 88th regiments. A little before sunset Gen. Winder 
came to me and recommended that the heavy artillery 
ahould be withdrawn, with the exception of one 12 pounder 
to cover the retreat. We took up the line of march in the 
night, ' aiid entered Washington by the Eastern Branch 
bridge. The Gen. requested me to take command and 
place my artillery to defend the passage of the bridge oi> 
tl^ -Eastern Braneh, as the enemy was approaching the 
city in that direction* I immediately put my guns in posi- 
tion, leaving the marines and the rest of my men at the bar-^ 
, tacks, to^ wait further orders^ I was in this situation when 
I had the honor to meet you^ with the President, and heads 
of Departments, when it was determined I snoulddraw off 
my guns and men, and proceed towards Bladensburgb, 
which was immediately put inlp execution. On our way i 
was informed the enemy Was within a mile of Bladensburgh ; 
v^e hurried on, though the day was very hot, and my meni 
much crippled from the severe marches we had experienc-> 
" ed the preceding days. 1 pi*eeeded the men, and when I 
arrived at the line which separates the District from Ma- 
rylanil^ the battle began. I sent an officer back to hasten 
on my inen-*— they came »p in a troU We took our position 
on the risii^ ground, put the pieces in battery, posted the 
marines undbr Gapt; Miller, and flotilla men, who were to 
act aa infantry under their own oiRcers, on my right, t<v 
support the pieces, and waited the approach of the enemy- 
I^ing this period the engagement continued — the enemy 
advaneing, a«d our army retreating before them — appar- 
ently in much disorder. At length the enemy made his 
appearance on the main r6ad in force and in front of my 
battery, aa4 on seeing^tis mfade a halt ; I reserved our fire ; 
and in a few minutes, the enemy again advanced, when I 
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ordered an 18 pounder to be fired» i^bicb completely clear^ 
ed the road ; shortly ader^ a second and third attempt was 
made by the enemy to come forward, bol all whb made Ihe 
Btterapt were desitroyed. The enemy then crossed Over in-* 
to an ^opeu field and attempted to flank otir rrgbt. He waa 
there met by tbi*ee 12 pounders, the marines under Captain 
Miller, and my men actmg as infantry, and again was to- 
tally cut op. By this time not a vestige of the Americaii 
army remained, excejjt a body of five or six hundred post* 
ed on a height on my right, from whom I expected mnch 
support from their fine situation. The enemy from this 
period never appeared in front of us. He hqweverpusbed 
forward his sharp shooters, one of whom shot my horse 
from uoder me, which tell dead between two of my guns* 
The enemy, who had been kept in check bN our fire nearly 
half an hour, now began to out flank us on the right. Oar 
guns were turned that way — he pushed up the hill about 
two or three hundred men towards the corps of Americans 
stationed as above described, who^ to my great mortitica-* 
tion made no resistance, giving a fins 9r two and retiring. 
. In this situation we had ihe whole army of the enemy to 
eontehd with ; our ammunition was expended, and unfor- 
tunately the drivers of my ammunition waggons had gone 
off* in the general panic. At this time I received a severe 
wound in my IhigL Finding' the enemy now completely 
in our rear and no means of defence, I gave orders to my of- 
ficers and men to retire. The great loss ot blood occasion- 
ed such a weakness that I was compelled to lie down. 1 re- 
quested my officers to leave me, which Ihey obstinately re- 
fused, but upon being ordered, they obeyed : one only re- 
mained. . In a short time I obKCi^ed a JBritish soldier and 
had him called, and directed him to seek an officer; in a 
few minutes an officer came^ who, on learning who I was, 
brought Gen. Ross and Admiral Cockburn to me. These 
officers behaved to me with the most marked attention, res^ 
pect, and politeness; had a surgeon brought, and mj 
wound dressed immediately. After a few minutes conver- 
sation, the General I'iformed ("after paying me a handsome 
com|>limept^)'that I w^s paroled^ and at liberty loproceecl 
to Washington or Bladensbm-gh, offering me every assist- 
ance in his* power, giving orders tor a litter to be broughtv 
in which I was carried to Bladensburgb. 
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"Ji/ty vrounc} is deep, but I flatter myself not dahg>erous ; 
(be ball is not yet extracted. 

JOSHUA BARNEY, 

Com, Mmdonmgh to (he Secretary of the Navy. 

U* S. ship SaralogUi oflf Plattsburg^Sept. 11, 1814. 
. SIRr-^The Alnaigbty has been pleased to grant as a sig- 
nal viptory oii Lake Champlain, in the capture of one frig- 
lkte,,or>e brig, aiultwo sloops of war df the enemy. 

I have tbie honor to be^ &c. 

T. MACDONOUGH. 

Cow. M^fdonongh to the Secretary ofthtNavy. 
. ; : U.S. ship Saratoga, at anchor off I 

Plattsbarg, Se|it. 13, 1814. ) 

SIR— ^By LtCttt*' ct^mmandatit Cissiu, 1 have the honoir 
to convey to you the flags oi his Bntannic majesty's late 
$qMa<lron» captured on the 11th mst. by the U. Stales' 
squadrofn under my command, together with the particulars 
of the action which took place on the 11th insL on this lake. 

At 8 A. M. the laok-out boat announced the approach 
of the enemy. At 0, he anchored in a line ahead, at 
about three hundred yards distance from my line; hisship 
opposed to the Saratoga, his brig to the Eagle, his gallies, 
thirteen in number^ to the sc^oner, sloop, and a divisioa 
ofour galties; oiwof bis sloops assist. ng their ship and 
brig, the other assisting^ their gallies. Our remaining gal^ 
lies with the Saratoga and Eagle. 

In this situation the whole force on both sides became 
engaged, the Saratoga suffering much from the heavy fire 
of the Confiante. I could perceive at the same time,howi 
ever, that oui- 64-^ was very destructive to her. The Ti- 
conderoga gallantly su^itained her full share of the action. 
At half past 10 o'clock the Eagle, not being able to brnig 
her guns to bear^ cut her cable jand anchored in a more 
elligible. position, between my ship and the Ticonderoga^ 
where she very much annoyed the enemy^ Our guns oa 
the starboard side being nearly ^U dismounted, or not man- 
ageable, a stern anchor was letgo, the bower cable cut, and' 
the ship wmded with a fresh broadside on the enemy's ship^ 
which soon aft^r surrendered. Our broadside was thea 
sprung to bear on the brig, which surrendered in about \S 
minutes after, • 8d . 
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The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle, bad slmcl;: 
some time before and drilted down the tine; ibe sloo|^ 
which was with their galUes having struck also* Thj^e 
of their ^allies are said to be simk^ the others pulled off*. 
Our galhes were about obeying With alacnty the signal to 
follbw Iheni, when aH the vessels were reported to me to 
be iif a sinking state : it then became necessary to annul 
4be signal to the gallies, and order their men to the pumps, 

I could onK l^ok at the enemy \s gallies going off in a 
shattered condition, for there was^^ not Ur mast m eitner squad- 
ron th<)t could sUuad to make sail on. 

The Saratoga had fiftyrftve round shot in her hull ; the 
Confiance one hmidred and five.. The enemy ^s sho^ par- 
sed principally just over our heads, as there were not 20^ 
whole hammocks in the nettiiigs at the close of the actioo^ 
wliich lasted wilhaut mlermissiou two bour^ and twenty 
minutes. 

The Saratoga was fcwice set on fire with hot shot frooit 
the enemy's ship. * 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

T. MAGDONOUGH. 

P S. — Accompanying this is a list Of killed and wound*- 
ed, a bsl of prisone^-s — and a precise statement of both forces^ 
engaged. 
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l^ote. — Th/oUawing vahiahle property was taken on hoard 
thefieeif to wti : — ll,8i>0 /6s. of powder exclusive of Jixed 
antinumtum — 85,000 lOs* -of eaimon hall — 0000 muskets-^ 
iSO& suits of sailors' clotkim/, und all the winter <:loihing of 
thenhok ^fiheir land ixrmy. 



Gen. Macomb to the Secretary of War. 

Piattsburg, Sept. 12, 1814. 

[Extraet.li SIR — ^I have lliefaonor lxf> ialbrin you that the 
Briiish anpy eoiDtHanded by sir "George Frevost, consist- 
ingof four brigades, a oorps of artiUery ; a squadron of 
faorse, and a strong light corps, mBoanting in all to 14,000 
men, aftar investing tliis place on the north of the Saranac 
river since the 4th inst broke *ip their canip and raised 
the siege this morning at 2 o'clock, retreating precipitately, 
and leaving their sick and wounded behind. The strength 
of this garrison is only 1600 men fit for duty ! ! 

The light troops and militia are in full pursuit of the 
#nemy, making prisoners in all directions. Upwards of 
300 deserters have already come in, and many arrive hour- 
ly. Our loss in the fort is trifling indeed, having only one 
officeriyid J5mea killed, and one officer and 3(X menj 
wounded. 

Vast quantities dfprovisioft were ieft l)e'hi<nd, and de- 
stroyed; also aa4mmense quantity of bombshells, cannon' 
balC grape shot, ammunition, flints, &e. &e« intrenching* 
tools of ail sorts, also tents and marquees. A great deal 
has been found eoiicealed in the ponds and creeks, and bn-. 
ried in the ground, and a vast quantity carried off* by the» 
i^ihabitant^. Such was the precipitance of his retreat, that? 
be arrived at Chazy, a distance of eight miles betore M'a 
* discovered that he had gone. 

Webave buried the British officers of the army and navy/ 
with the honors of war, and shewn every attention and kind- 
ness to those who have fallen into our hands. The con-; 
iiuct of the officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
of my pommand, during this trying occasion cannot be re-, 
presented in too high terms. I have the honor to be, &cv 

ALEXANDER MACOMB. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Kilted 37 — wounded 62— missing 20. 

^BRITISH I^SS. 

Killed 368 — ^wounded 494 — ^prisoners 252 — deserted 786. 
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Burning ff P€tfpaf$sfe.—Beiweeu 10 and U o'deck, P. 
M. of April 7lb, 1814, six British boats were discovered 
coming- into Connecticut river ; by 12, a large force of ttie 
enemy had taken possession of an old fori at Saybrook 
Point, where, finding nothing, the fort having been decays 
ed for several v^^ars, re-enlered their boats, and proceeded 
f»rP tipauge ]Point, 6 miUss higher up the river, u^here 
thty arrived about 4 o*c ock. The vessels in the harbor 
beiug on fire, first gave notice that ihe enemy was near. 
There was not time after the alarm, to get the women imd 
children off, before the enelny had landed, and began 
burning the vess isontbe slocks ; they immediately C0«i«»' 
menced searchuig ihe houses and stores, for arms and am«- 
munition, taking all they could findrand destroying furni- 
ture to a considerable amount ; liquors of all kinds^ whea 
found, afier satisf}ing themselves, were destroyed by stav* 
ing toe casks. Ttiere was no opposition to their plunder^ 
although they remained on shore till 10 o'clock, when 
they called li their men, and proceeded doWii4fae river 
about a mile, with a brig, a scbuoner, and 2 sloops, where 
they anchored and lay ti i dark, when i,bey set fire to tlieir 
pnizes, and proceeded down to iheir vessels. 

Attack oh Sionififfton. — The Britisli fleet off New*Lon* 
don having been reinforced on the 9th August, 1814, a 
part of jt, to wit, o e 74, two frigates^ a sloop of war, and 
a brig, appeared off Stonir.glon, when sir 7 homas Hardy 
aeni a flag on shore for the information of the fvomen and 
ch Idref ifth'dt if the town was not surrendered in one hour,, 
the whole should be laid in ashes. The iiibabitafits in- 
formed sir Shomas, ihal Stonlngton was not Felipauge^ 
and prepared their cannon, 2 long eighteeus's, and one 6^ 
ponnder fur defending themselves. The attack began at 
a, at night, and continued till 1 in the morning, with ix)und 
shot, bombs, and rockets. The militia, 30 in number, re- 
turned the fire with great vigor and effect. The attack 
was renewed next morning, and as warmly resei»ted-^he» 
brio, which lay nearest shore, was almost eiii to pieces, 
and one barge, fall of men, was sunk, when ihe enemy 
withdrew. Our loss Was 4 wounded, 2 houses fired, and % 
horses killed. : On the llih they again atUicked the place, 
beibre which; the Immaix^ ?ir Tlnnaas sent m another dei* 
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fiiand for its surrenda*, iccompanied Tl^ilh a threat, tjhat if it 
was not complied with,he would lay the town in ashes, or^a- 
erifice his w/udeforcey consisting of 13 ships ojwar. Our 
littte haitd of Heroes paid little attention to his threat, but 
went steadily \o work at their cannon, and mauled the en- 
emy 80, that he w^s oblig^ed to abandon the expedition. 

Gen. Smith to the Secretary of War. 

Baltimore, Sept. 19, 1815. 
[ExtmcL'] SIR — I have the honor of statiug that the 
^nem^ landed between 7 and 8000 men on the liih iiist. at 
North Point*, l4 miles di^ant from this city. A dicipa- 
ting* this debarkation, Gen. Striker had been detached oa 
Sunday erening with a portion of his brigade, to c^ieck 
any attempt the enemy might make in that quarter to land ; 
the General took a position on Monday, at the junction of 
the two roads leading* from this place to' the Point, having^ 
his right flanked on Bear Creek, and his left by a mars^h. 
Here he waited the approach of the enemy, at'ter having 
sent on an advance corps. Between two and three o'clock 
the enemy's whole force came up, and commenced the 
battle by some discharges of rockets, which were succeed- 
ed by the cannon from both sides, when the action became 
general. Gen. Strieker gallantly maintained his ground 
against this great superiority of numbers, one hour and 20 
minutes^ when his left gave way and he was obliged to re- 
tire to the ground in his rear. He there formed his brig* 
ade, but the enemy not thinkiftg it advisable to pursue, i^e 
fell back, according to previous arratigements, and formed 
on the left of my entrenchments. I feel a pride in the be- 
lief, that the 6tand made on Monday, in no small degree, 
tended to check the temerity •of a foe, daring to invade a 
coantry like ours. Major General Ross the commander 
in chief of the British forces^ was killed in this action. 
Ab0Ut the time Geri. Strieker joined my left, he wj^s joined 
by Gen. Winder, (who had been stationed on the west side 
of the city,) with Gen. Douglass' brigade of Virginia mili- 
tia, and the U. S. dragoons, who took post on the left of 
Gen. Strickdr. Meanwhile, Gens. Stansbury and For-\ 
man, the seamen and marines under Com. Rodgers, the 
Pennsylvania volunteers under Cols. Cobean and Find ley,' 
Ihe Baltimore artillery under Col. Harris, and the marine 
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artillery under Capt. Stiles, manned the trendies aiid bat- 
teries — all prepared to meet the enemy. 

On Tuesday the enemy appeared in front of my en-, 
trefichoietits, at the distaitce of two miles, on thel4iilia- 
delphia road, and attempted by acircuitons rout, to march 
against our left/and enter the city; Generals Wmder and 
Sincker were ordered to adapt their movements so as to 
defeat their intentions, whtch completely succeeded. This 
movement induced the enemy to concentrate his forces by 
ene or two o'clock, in my front, pushing- his advance to 
Dvithin a mile of our videttes, and sheviing- an intention of 
attacking us that evening. 1 drew Generals Wmder and 
Strieker nearer to the lelt of my entrenchments, and to the 
right oi the enemy, with the intention of falling on his rear, 
should he attack me ; or, if he declined it. of attacking him 
in the morning.: To this movement, and my defences, 
ii'bich the enemy had the fairest opportunity of observii.g, 
I attribute his retreat, which was eommeneed at 1 o'clock 
the next morning, in whieh he, was so favored, by the ex- 
treme darkiiess and continued rain, that we did noi discov* 
«r it until day light. A considerable detachment was sent 
in pursuit, but the troops being so worn down by fatigue, 
that they conld do nothing more than pick up a few strag^ 
glers; they completed their embarkation th^ next day at 
1 o'clock. * 

I have now the pleasure of <;alling your attentiod to the 
brave commander of fort Mc Henry, Major Aimistead, and 
to the operations in that quarter. ^ 

Maj. Armistead had under his cooiitiiand one company 
of U, 8. artillery, two do. sea fencibles, three do. of Baltt* 
more artillery, a detachment from Com. Barney's flotdia, 
and about 600 miliiia, in all atbojut 1000 men. 

On the iSth, 16 ships, including 5 bomb ships, anchored 
about two miles from Ihe tort. The next morning at sun- 
rise, the enemy commenced the attack, from his bomb ves- 
sels, . at the distance of two miles, which was out of our 
j-each. At 2 o'clock oi>e ofour guns was dismounted, 
which occasioned considerable bustle m the fort, killing 
<)ne »nd wounding several, which induced ihe enemy to 
draw his ships within a g od striking distance, when the 
Major opened a well directed fire upon them for half an 
iionc, which caused them to haul off to their old posiUon* 
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irlien our brave little band ^ve three cheers, and again 
ceased tkin^* Availiiig themselves af the darkness of the 
nighty they nad pushed a considemble foree above the ^f6rty 
and foroaed iila half crrde, winen they commence £^i')g 
again, which was returned wUb spirit, for loore than tW9 
boucs, when the enemy were.again obhged to^haifil otf*- 

Duriug the bombardmi;nty which lasted 24hoiirs>0d the 
part of the enM[>y» from 15 to- 180(1 shells were: thrown by 
tfaem ; 400 of which fell in thefortr threatening destraction 
tp air within, but wonderful as ilma^ appear^ only 4 of our 
nen were kil led, and 24 wounded; 

I have the honor to be^ &e. < * 

^ S.^ SMITH. . 
jlMbkican toss; 
Killed 24 — wpunded 90 — missing 47. 
BRllISH IX>S9.- 

Killed 97 — wounded l<i6 — ^pmdners 136. ' 

Gen. Jaeks^n to ike Secretary of Wdr. 

Mobile, September 17, 1814. 

[Eir«r«rt.] SIR — With lively eoiotions of salts faction, I 
com muiiicate that success has crowned the gallant efforts 
of oup brave soldiers, in resisting a<)d repnlsrnjg a combin* 
ed British naval and laud force, which on the 15th inst; at^ 
tacked ibrt Bowyer, on the point of Mobile, 

The f^hipc which was destroyed, was theHermes, of froras 
24 to 28 gun^, Captain the hon. William H. Percy^ senior . 
officer in the Gulf pf -Mexico; and the brig so considera^ 
biy clai»^ed is^ the Sophie, 18 gmm. The other ship»wa«^ 
the Carpon,of from ^4 to 28 guns^; the other brig's name 
unknown. 

Oil boapd *he Carron 85 men were killed and wounded^ 
among whom was Col. NiColl, of the royal marines, whiOi 
lost an eye by a splinter.' The land force consisted of 
ilO naarines, and 200 Creek Ltdian^, under the conoinfiand 
df Capt. Woodbine, of the marines, and about 20 aVtHle- 
vists, with one four and ahalf ineb howitzer, from which 
they discharged shells and nine pound i^ot. They re-em^ 
bai5ked the pieccy and retreated by land towards Fensaco- 
la, whence they caniQ. 

By Qie morning reporfc-of the 16th^&ere were present in 
the fort, fit fop duty/ officers and men, 168. 

I have the honor, &c. ANDREW .TACKSON. 
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Gen,BronmtotkeSeor0tatyqfWar. 
> if. ,. Fori. Erie, Sept. 29t 1814. 

|£rft-ar^] SIB-^Intny tetter of the 18tb inst 1 briefl^r 
in&irtiiect you ot. the foiiuoate issue^ of the $of tie inri^ch toob 
ptoce the <lay (>recedifig* y 

. The eneiny'S capap I ^ad ueertained to be situated in a 
field surroiHided ji>y woods nearly two miles distant from 
their batteries and ecMr^tchtnents^ tbe objeei/ tf which «ra9 
to keep the parts of (he force ^Hhieh was not upon duty, o«tk 
of the rangf} of our iire from fort Erie and Black Kock« 
Their infantry was formed into three l>i*iga4es« ertiaiated 
at 12 or 15 hundred mea eaoh. Que of these brigades^ 
with a detail from their artillery, was stationed at their 
works, (these being about dOO yard^ distant from old fart 
Erie, and the right ofour Jine.) We bad alrejtdy suffered 
much from the fire of two of tbeir batteries, and were aware 
that a third was about to open upon us* iJndar t{iese cir- 
cumstances, I resolved to storm^ the batteries, destroy the 
cannon, ai>d roughly bai^dle the brigade upou duty, before 
those k} reserve could ^e brought into action* 

On the.moriiiug of ilte 17th^ the inf^mtry and riftem^n« 
regulars and militia, w^re<>rdered to be paraded and pirtf 
in readiness to march precisely at 12 o'clock. Geti; Por^ 
ter with the volunteers, Col. Gib?>on with the rifleoien».a[|il 
Major Brooks with the 23d and 1st infantry t aud a few 
dragoons acting as infantry, vfme ordered to move. .from 
the extreme let\ of our positioii upon the estiemy's right, by 
a passage opened through the woods for the occasion. 
Gen. Miller was directed to station his comtnaod in the 
ravine which lies between fort Ene and the >nemy's bat- 
teries, by passing them by detachments through the i^irta 
of the wood — and the 21sl infantry undet' Gen. Ripley was 
Jriofited as a coj-ps or reserve. between the new. basttoujs of 
fort Erie ; all under cover, and out of tbe view of the enemy* 
About 20 minutes before tliree, P, M« I fopiid the left 
columns, under the command of Gen..Portet% which were 
destined to turn the enemy's right, within afew rodiiof the 
British entrenchments. They were ordered to advance 
and commence i he action^ Passing down tlie raviue, I 
judged from the rei)ort of musketry^ that the aetjon had 
commenced on our lett; 1 now .h^^teiied to Gen. Miller, 
and directed him to seize the moment and pierce the en** 
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MAy^senitrmchin^Ls between batteries No«3flnd3< My 
oriterfi were promptly and ably executed. Witbin 30 
mtnuies after the first guo was fired, batteries THo. 2 and 3, 
the eoemy*s line of entrencbinents, and his two block 
kooses, wiere in oar possession. 8oon after balt« ry No. 1 
was abandoned by the British. The g^uns in each were 
spiked by us^ or otherwise destroyed^ and the mag^azsne 
of No. 3 was blown up. 

A few minutes before the explasion, I had ordered up 
the reserve under Gen. Ripley. As be passed me at the 
head of bis column, 1 desired him, as he would be the 
senior in advance, to ascertain as near as possible, the situ- 
ation of the troops in general^ ^ud to have a care Chat not 
more was hazarded than the occasion required ; that the 
object of tfaQ sortie eifected^ the troops would retire in good 
order^ &c. Gen. Ripley passed rapidly on — soon after» I 
became alarmed for Geo. Miller, and sent an order for the 
dlst to hasten to his support towards battery No. 1« Col. 
Upham received the order^ and advanced to the aid of 
Gen. Miller^r Geti. Ripley had inclined to the left, where 
Major Brooks* command was engaged, with a view of 
jniiakmg some necessary enquiries of that officer, and ia 
the act of doing so was unfortunately wounded. By this 
time the object of the sortie was accomplished beyond my 
most sanguine expectations. Gen. MiUer had consequent* 
ly ordered the troops on the right to fait back-^-^observing 
this movement, I iseni my staff along the line to call in the 
other corps* Within a few minutes they retired from the 
ravine, and from thence to camp. 

Thus 1000 regulars, and an equal portion of militia, in 
one hour of close action, blasted the hopes of the enemy, 
destroyed the fruits of 50 days labor, and diminished his 
eftective force 1000 men at least. 

Lieut. Gen. Drummond broke up his camp during the 
night of the 21st, and retired to his entrenchments tiebind 
the Chippewa. A party of our men came up with the 
rear of bis army at Frenchman's creek j the enemy de- 
stroyed part of their stores by setting fire to the buildings 
from which they were employed in conveying them. We 
found in and about their camp a considerable quantity of 
cannon ball, and upwards of 100 stand of arms. 

86 
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< I send yoQ enclosed herein a retorn of our Iknh. TW 
return of prisoners enclosed does not include the stragglers 
that came in after the action. 

I have the lienor to be, &c* 

JACOB BRdWN. 

AMEItlCAK liOSS. 

Killed 79 — wounded 214 — missing^ 218. 

BRITISH I-OSS, 

lK;illed271 — wounded 311 — prisoners 385. 

BLAKE LEY'S SECOND VICTORY. 

Capt. Bjakeley to the SecrHary of the iSavy. 

U S. S. Wasp, at sea, Sa^U 11, 1814. 
.. [Ear/rcfC*.] SIR — I have the honor of informing you of 
ttie destruction ot H. B. M. brig Avon, of 18 guns by this 
sjiip on the 1st iti»t. At 6, 30 niinuies P. M. discovered^ 
4 sail ; two on our starboard, and twooti our larboard bow; 
hauU'd up for one on our starboard bow, being farthest to 
windward. At 7, Lhe brig made signals, with flags, lan- 
terns, rockets, and guns. At 9, 29, the chase being under 
our lee bow, commenced the action, by firing a 12 Ib^ car-* 
^hade X him, vvhich he returned, when we run mider hi»t 
lee bow, to prevent his escapmg. At 10, believing the 
enemy to be silenced, ceased tiring, and hailed and asked 
if he had i^iU'rendered. No answer lieing given, and he 
having recommenced firing, it was returnad. At 10, 12,- 
the enemy leaving suffered greatly, and having.madenore^ 
turn to our two last broadsides, I hailed the second time, 
when he answered in the affirmative. The guns were. 
tbtn^ordered to be secured, and the boat lowered to take 
possession. In the act of lowering the boat, a second brig 
^as discovered close under our stern, and standing for us. 
Sent the crew to quarters, and prepared for another action 
and waited his coming up. At 10, 36, discovered two 
more sails astern, standing for us. Our braces having been' 
cut away, we kept off the wind, until olher^i could be rove, 
with the expectation of drawing the second brig from hi» 
Qompanions, but was disappointed : having continued ap- 
proaching us until within gun shot she suddenly hauled by 
the wind, fired a broadside, which done eonsiderable dam^ 
age, and soon retraced her steps to join her consorts. Our . 
prize, when we abandoned her, was firing guns of distress > 
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tb6 two la^ sails came to h^r assi^ance, itvtime to'sav^ 
her 6vew from sinking with the vessel, which went down 
soon afterwards. 

I have liK honoi^ to be, &c. 

J.BLAKELEY. 

AMERICAN LOSS. 

Kitted 2— Wounded 1. ^ 

IkKflf'It^H LOhS. 
Killed 12— Wounded 33. 



Gen. M* Arthur to the Secretary of War. ' 

H. a Detroit, Nov, 18, 1814. 
' [Extract.li SIR — I have the honor to repoi-t to you the 
«afe return of the mounted troops to this place. 

It was deemed expedient^ from the ardour of the Ken- 
lucky and Ohio Vohinteers and militia, that they should be 
actively emp!6yed in the enemy's terrilor), witn a view to 
de^roy then* resources, and parajize any attenif^ they might 
iQ^ake on this post during the winter. Accorduigly 630^ 
froops, and 70 Indians, were put in motion to destroy the 
vatuabl^ mills at the head of Lake 0«»tario, ai\d Grand 
River. We proceeded over the river St. Clair, down to 
the -Scotch settlement, up Bear Creek, about 30 miles, and 
across to the M oraviaiji towns, wher^ we arrived the 30th' 

We were fortunate at this place in taking a British offi- 
cer who was proceeding to j8urlington with the informa- 
tfon of our approach, which enabled us to reach Delaware 
town undiscovered. The rangers were detached across 
tlie Thamies, to pass in rear of the town, to guard the dilfier^ 
ent roads, whilst the troops were swiiiiming their horses 
across. We were thus etmMed to reach Oxford, 150 ipilei^ 
from Dttroit, before they heard of our approach. A fev^ 
hours before our arrival at Buford; the eneipy retreated i<{ 
Malcolm's milts, on the road to Burlington, where they 
were reinforced, to the number of SOO mi(itia, and abou^ 
100 Indians. A deep cireek of difficult passage, except at 
a bridge immediately in fr^nt of their works, which had 
been* partly destroyed, lay between us, , Arrangements 
were msKle for a joint attack on* their front and rear. The 
Ohio troops ^ere thrown across, under cover of a thick 
i;ro6d, and the Kentucky stoops were ordered to attack in 
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front The enexny were entirely defeated and diflfeiPsedv 
with the loss of 1 Capt. and 17 privates killed, and d Oapts* 
6tut>iiUerns, and 103 privates, taken innsoners. Oorlon 
was only one killed, and six wounded* The n^it day^we 
proceeded on and took several prisoners, 200 stands of . 
arms, and destroyed five valnable nontts, when we com^* ^ 
menced our return march fof tlii^ place, m hich we reach^ 
yesterday "' • » ' ' ' 

I h^ve the hwor tp jiie, &fs 

p. M'AJITHUR, 



CHAPTER XIIL 

Gw. Jackson to Gov. Eoflif* * 

H ft. Teiisaw, Nav^f44ltb, 18M. 

[Kriroef.] SIR-r-rL4ast evei>ing I reiuruMfi^oqi: F^a9-« 
^la to this pl^ce — 1 reached tjiat t>0Hi i^.^ evening- of ■ 
tbeOlh On my approach, I sent Maj. Pievre with a lag 
to communicate the object of iqy visit tu S\\^ Qov. of Pens»-i 
cola. He approatbtd fort St. George, with \^ %sig dia^ 
played, and was fired on by the c^iunonJrom the ^t-*-^, 
retm'ned and made report thereof to me^^ ^ I ijoA^ediatefy 
went with the Adj. Gen. and the Maj, with a smfiU esoatt^ 
^nd viewed the fort and found it defended by Br itisbtu^i 
jBpani^h troops. . I immediately delermiued .to irtorm the 
town, , ^ 

On the morning of tli# 7tb, I marched with the effieptiv^ 
regulars of the ^d, 39tb, and 44ib. infantry, part 4|f GeSr 
Coffee's brigade, the i\|i6»8S|ippi dragoons, and part of the 
West Tennessee regiment, fH»d part of the Choctawa led 
by Maj. Blue, of the aoth, and Maj- Kennedy of thf^ Mii- 
sissippi territory. Being eo^aiiiped on ttya wa^ of tli« 
town I calculated they would expect th<^ a^auJt iVoiii that 
quarter, and be prepared to rake me from the fort^ and th# 
British Qrmed vessels, seven in number, that lay in the bay. 
To cherish this idea I sent out mr^ of the omonted men tg 
^how themselves on the .W§st, whifst I passed in rear of tbi^ 
fort undiscovered to th^ea^fc of the tpwu. VVhiBn I ajipear- 
^ within a miie, I was in full view. My pride was nev^ 
fr more heightened th^iui viewing the uniiprm firmpaw ff 
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my lraft|b^Mdl > wW i«i»al mdsninted couralfe t|iey adVam^ 
edt with a«trMgf(»rt,ni«dj to assail tlieot.ol» the right, 7 
firiAidi aroied v««ida<in IfaeMt^ andjilpui^ btockhouses 
iiiid batteries of cannoo in th^ir fronts but ihey i^iUadvancf 
fid wHh unshaken firmiMtts^eaUrecl the town* when a batten 
ry of two cantKHi was opeoeil upon the ^eutredoiamacamr 
loosed of the vegulari, witk ball and grape^ ai^d a jshqw^ir 
ot mcmketry from the houses and gardens*' The batter/ 
was immediately rtormed by Ga|>t* I^valL and company, 
and cairied* mnd the mu^etry was soon silenced by the 
steady and well dirwteti fire of tlie regulars. 

The Gov. met Cols. WiUiamiou and Snoritlu who led the 
disadooiited volunteers, with a flag, begged tor merc^, and 
•urreadered the town and fort unconditionally ; mercy was 
granted and jM'otectiou given to the citizens and their prop* 
erty. 

On the morning of the.8th^ I prepared to march and 
^orm the Baranoas^ but, before I eouid nmve, tremendous 
explosion^ told me that the Barancas, with all its appeok- 
dages, was ibh>wn up. idtspatfked a ttetachment of two 
Imndted men to explore it, who returned in the nigbl. with 
-tfie information that it was blown up, all the combustible 
parts burnt, the cannon spiked and dismounted except two: 
4bfllS' being the ease^ I delermined to withdraw my troops, 
bnt^iiefore I did I had the pleasure to |iee the British de* 
•part. t :. . 

^' Thei steady firmness of mf troops has drawn a just res^ 
fieci from our enemies-*— It has convinced the Red Sticks 
that they have no strotig^ hold or proteetion, only in the 
friendiibip of the United States^ The. good order 
imd eoaduot of my troops whilst in Pensacola* hascon- 
-vineed the Spaniards of our friendship, and prowess, and 
liaa drawn from the citizenfi mn expression timt <Hn* Choc- 
#aws are none civiliMd than the British. 
I have the honor to he^ &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

'. Gen. Jack9(m 4a ike JSecretarjf of fVar. 

H. a. New-Orleans, Dec. 27, 1814. 
[Extrmet*'] SIR-^I have t^ honor to inform you of the 
nasttlt of the aetton on the 39d. The loss of our gun boats 
D^oarthe jpaasf of the Rigolets, have given the enemy com* 
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mand of ia&e J^orgm^ ke iu« 6iiaU<(kl to dMitsa'^t^'poiiil 
of attack. It became tbereibre as. object, oi intfiortaiiee W 
obKtruci the unaieroiw bayous and caaakrksadii^ frota thA 
lake, to tte bif^laadaao the Miisiasip^i. Tbis imporlaot 
aervtce was ooBimitied to Major Gieai. yUlera, oonunanding 
tbe district betweca llie rivcHraiKlibelak^s^aiid wi3«, being 
anativettf ibe country, was preMoied to be btsi acqu^i ita4 
with all tbuse passes. Urituitiuiatelyv bo^ever^ • a pit quek 
which the iian. had esUblisbed at the moolh of the bayoa 
Bieiiveitu, and which ootwttbstandnn^ myoad^rd bad bees 
left unobsU*uctedt w^ coa»(>letely sorprised, and the eiieoiy • 
penetrated tbaongh a canal Undmg to his faring about' two 
leagnea bdow the city, and succeeded in oatltng^oiS' acorns 
paviy of militia stationed ibere.'^r^Tbts iatialligeuee was 
t^pm^cuinieated to me about 12. ot'cUiek on Ibe S2d. - My 
force at this time did not exceed in all 1500. 1 an:wf;ed 
siear the enemy e encampaient abool seTen^ aad inUne* 
diately made myi dtspositianii tor. the iE^uck. • His ienMS 
ani9^nting at that time on land to about 3000, ^exteudttd 
fcalf a ^tle on the river, and in the rear ifeoari y %o>ttve wood^ 
Gen. Coflee was ordered to ibmv their right, while with th# 
residue of the ibroe I attaokied bis^taMHifest positkioan tha, 
leflmeai^lheeivnr*. . * .i i; - 

Goii9. Patte«son hairing' ^ r o p f cd ) down the rarer in iht 
1iPchoon^F£arolin€^ wasdiredfd iloiefieu a fins upon that* 
camp, which he executed at about half after seven. Thif 
being the signal of aUaek,' Gen. ^CeilWs ixdn with^tienr 
usual impetuosity,' rushed asi the-eaeuiyVright aad eatei^ 
ed their eui|ip>wfaiie4)ai»riigbl advaneeci>withidqiiaA ardoiv 
A thick tog arose about B o'ciooh occasioning saasoi coa^- 
fosion among tlNfldifianent eorfMS. ; Fearing the coose&- 
^nences, under thiv circumstance, of the prosecution of a 
night attack iwith. Iroopstthen acting together for the first 
time, I contented myself mtb l3iing on the field thatmi^bt $ 
and at four in the moriiuig assumed a stvoiiger^pdMion 
abouttwowfUes nearer thCiCuty. 

In this affair the whole ^eoiFps under my command de-» 
serve the gr%'ate$t ^redtt. T^ho b^slctkapiinbeat l>can pay 
to Getl Coffee and his brigade, i^-to say, they behaved aa 
they have always done while under my commimd. 'The 
two fieki pieces were well served by tibeoffiaer command^^ 
ing theoaii^ * . ' • 
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ANDREW M€»S0lf. 

. KiHed tml Wdftuded 100. • 

* Kilted and WbtJfKted §44— Prifcoii^rs ee. 

H. Q,. New-0rleatiii, J^n. 13, 1815. 

[iH^rfra^.} SIR' — At msteh a crtsw I eon wive it my dirty* 
te keep yoa jcoMla»Uy skdvi^ed of my sitaa^ion. 

<£Qi4y on the morning trf the 8tb; ttie enemy having' been* 
aetively etapl<^ed tketwo pteeedmg dayM in making pre- 
pftraliioiis for a storm^ advanced m two strong cohimns on 
my i%i)t a«d left. They were reeeived however, with a^ 
firmness, which seems, thev httle expected, ^nd whfcfc de-* 
faiated all their hopesF. My men undisturbed by their ap- 
proach, which indeed they long anxiously wished for, op-" 
ened upon tt^m a fire s^ deliberate and certain, as render- 
ed their scaling ladders and fsfectnes^a^ well as their more 
direct implements of warfare, perfectly us^Msss. For up- 
\viards of an hour it was continued with a briskness of which 
th«pe have been but tew instances, perhaps^ in any country « 
In jnstice to the enemy it musi b^ said, they withstood it as 
long as could teive been expected fromibe most determin- 
ed fci*avery. At length however when all prospect of sac^ 
cess became hopeless, they fied iii .oonAiston from the field 
— ^leaving it covered with their dejid and wounded. 

My loss W^s inconsiderable ; being only sevew^ killed 
and sil womided. ' 

Su^h a dispMportkm in ioss, when we ootiMder the Bum- 
ber and the kind of tfoops engaged, must, I-^know, excite 
astoniatonent, aifd may not, every where, be fully credited : 
yet 1 am perfectly satisfied that the ace<mnl is not- exagge- 
rated on the one part, nor nndffrmt^d on the other. 

Whether aft^' tte6 severe tosses be has sustained, he is 
preparing to return to his sirippmg, or to mfke still raigb'- 

np^»whifBlk ^Jjsp nwre qfour men wn^ lost.^ . . ' j 
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tier efforts to attain his first object, I do not fuiekend to de«, 
termine. It becomes me to act as though Ibe latter wat* 
his intention. One thing, however, seems cerlaia* that ijf 
he still calculates. on e&cting what he has hitherto heea 
unable to accomplish he most expect considerable rein- 
forcements, as the force with which he landed^ mu^ un- 
doubtedly be diminished at least iSOOO. Besides the loss 
which he sustained on the night of the 23d ultimo, which 
is estimated at 400, he cannot have sufiered less b^weea 
that period and the morning of the 8th inst than 300 ; 
having within that time, been repulsed in two general at^ 
temps to drive, us from our position, and there haying been 
continual cannooadmg and skirmishing, during the .whole 
•f it. Yet he is still able to show a very fornoid tble force. . 

The coimdandlng General sir Edward Pad^enham w.a». 
killed in the action of the 8th, and Major U«merals Kei^n- 
and. Gibbs were mortally wounded. 

I have the bonor to be, &c» 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

ilMBRICAN I^SSI. 

Killed ^t?eii— wounded six^ 

BRITISH XOSS. 

Killed 700— rwoutided 1400 — prisoners d62« 

lAeui. ShiM§ to Com. Patlermm^ 

JSew-Orleans, Jan. 25th, 1815. 
[Extract.] SIR — I have the honor of reporting the re- 
sult of the expedition ordered by you on the 17th inst. 
The 10th, at night, I tefi( the Pass Cheuf Menteur, having 
made the necessary observations on the enemy before dark, 
with 5 boats and your gig, mam^d with 50 men. At 10 
P. M. captured a boat by .surprise, manned with 55 men.^ 
Tlie number of prisoners exceeding.my men, I thought, it 
most prudent to laud them, to prevent weakeniiigmy iQrW4 
wliich was accordingly done, and the prisoners. were put 
into ibe charge of tl^ army at the Pass. The 2U$t,; at d;jty 
light, I again fell into the: imfik of tbe fieeL Finding it- 
impossible to make any captures, witb^Mit being discovj^r-^ 
edt I determined to run down among, tl^enif aud strike at 
every opportunity— ^hoisted £i«glish colors^ and took a 
t)-ans|>ort boat with 5 metv; ordered her to follow, ami 
stood for a transport schooner, with 10 men, which 1 boiMrdi*: 



Digitized by 



Google 



itiSl*lit bP *«« WAIL fSfr 

^^ \)^ith 6 liien, and took without opposition, f^rom 9, ttf 
12 o'clock, we were in the midst of their boats, and sue* 
<»ceded in taking 6'itiore, wflb about 70 men. Theene* 
itiy -s los^ on this occasion was 140 prisoners, 7 boats and 1' 
transport schooner. ^ 

1 have the honor to be, &e. 

THO. SHIELD& 

Sailififf tnaiter Jahnstm i& Com. Pali^son* 
* New'-Orteansi January 7^ 1815. 

[Extract.] SIR-^ hiive the pleasure of informing you 
iif xby succeeding in destroying a transport brig in kike 
Borgne, yesterday, at 4 A. M. On the Mh inst I pro- 
ceeded down to the eas^ mouth of the Pass, to ascertain the 
enemy's position ; finding at amcbor there one forfg, ttu-ee 
gun boats, thfee schooners^ and several barges, the brig 
lying a mile difstant from the others, I returned, and deter^* 
mined to make an attempt to destroy her. My cr^w^ow 
anfiotinted to 38 men ; with th»s force I was confident 1 
should be able to destroy her, although I hud been previ* 
onsly informed she mounted 4 pieces of cannon, and 
equipped accoi'dingly . On the 6th at 4 A. M. we boarded 
the brig, her ^rew consisting^ of a Captain, a sailing master, 
and 8 marines, makmg no resistance. It being nearly 
daylight, I ordered the prisoners into ' my boat, and set 
fire to the brig, which proved -to be the Gyrus, loaded with 
rum, bread, and soldiirs clothing. 
I have the honor to he, &c/ 

WILLIAM JOHNSON. 

ADDRESS, 
Directed hy Mq^or GeneralJetckson to he read at the head 

of each of the corps composing ike line behw Alew-' 

OrkanSi January 21v 1810. 

Citizens^and fellow soldiers! The enemy has retreated, 
and your General has now leisure 4o proclaim to the world 
what he has noticed with admiratioo and pride^^your un- 
daunted courage, yoor palriolimi and pat^ence^ imder 
hardships and fatrgues.-^Natives of diliereai Slates, acting 
togiether for the fifst time in this camp ; differing in habits 
and in language, instead of viewing in these circumstan- 
ces ^he germ of disll'us^ and divisiiMi^^eli have made them 

37 
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the source ^ofart.haaorable emulation^ and from Ae seeiai 
4>f discord iUelf.Krtre reaped tbe fruks of an honorable 
union. .I'his dajf completes the fourth week sihce lifleea 
hiiDflred of y^u attai^ked treble your number of men« whi^ 
bad boasteil of their discipline, and their services, uuder m 
celebrated leader, in a long and eventfal war — atts|cked 
them in their cmmp, tbe moment they had profaned the soil 
of freedom with their hostile tread, and inflicted a blow 
which was a.pt*eli|deJto the fin^l result of their aU^mpt to 
€oaq«ei% or their poor contwvaoce^ to divide us. A few 
lH>ars was miHcient to unite ibe gallaatband, though at the 
moment they! received ike weleome order to, mar^h, tbey 
were separated, naaoyleagaes, id di&rent directiona fronft 
tbe{oit)> The»g;ay. (apjflity of Ihemarcli, and the cheer- 
ful obtintenanees of the. oifiieers and men» would have in^ 
dpced a belief that some festive entertaittment, not tlie strife 
of:bnttle^ was the scene to which they hastened with so 
much eagerness and brls^rity. In Uie coirflict that enaued^ 
theisami^spirit was supported, and my commmiicatiaus^ lo* 
tbereK^Qiitiva:oftthe U*. States have testified the sense I en- 
tertaii\ed of the merits of the corps and officera ttettt were 
engaifed. Resitin^ K)n. the field, of battWr they retired in^ 
perfect. order on the next morning to. these Imes^ deslKied 
to beoonie ibe sjiene of future victories* which Ihey were 
to »hare w^tl) iht^rest of you, my brave companions in arma^ 
Sisarcety. wei^e^ 3four lines in a protection against musket 
shot, when on the 23d a disposition %as made to attack 
them with alt the pomp and |^)iarade of military tactics, as 
impriaYed Jt)y tfeose.v^ejran^ oj the Spanish war. 

Their batteries of heavv caotion kept up an incessant 
fire; their rockets illup^inated the air; and under their 
c^ver two str0^ coiwan^i thi^atened our ftanks. The foe 
ins^nily thought thfii.thisiSpeqtacle was too miposingto 
be resisted, and in the iiitoxiealipn.of his priide he already 
saw our ,bnm.ab«^ndoiri€^ wiUKOut .a eonte$tr-*how v^ere 
, tlw)ifi^,nie«i«ici$g appeaKai^cesimet? 

- Bf' shoutft of defiiU)ce» by a manly counteminee, not ta« 
be sbakeo by tb^^roar;of bi« ds^nuoo, or by the glare of bia 
fiffe-riv^urk iW»k^t»'i % £Ui - artillery served with superior 
skill, an4.witi) deadly eff<^t. . JNev^r^my br^ave.fpiends^ can 
your Geaetat forget the testimcHiial^ of attncfaooent to our 
gloiioius cause, of indignant butted to om: foe, ol j^ffactiiua-- 
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ale confidence in your chi^f, that resounded frotri every 
rank, as he passed 8\longyour hne. This animjiiing'^cene 
tianaperf\he courao^e of the ene^my ; he dropped his scaling 
ladders and fascines, and the threatened attack dwindled 
into a demonstration^ which served only to shew the eaipti- 
nei^s of his pat^de, and to inspire you with a just irodfidence 
in yourselves. ' 

The. new year was ushered in with the most tremendous 
fire his whole artillery could produce — a few hours only, 
however, were necessary for the brave an'd skilful men*ivho 
'directed our own to dismount his cannon, destroy his bat- 
teries, and effectually silence his fire. Hitherto, my braV^ 
friends, in the contest on our lines, your courage had been 

Eassive onlj^ ; you stood with calmness^ afire that wdnlft 
ave tried the iirmness of a veteran, and you anticipated a 
nearer contest with an eagerness which Was soon to b^ 
gratified. ' . . > - 

' On the 8lh of January thfe final effort Was ina'de. At the 
'dawn of day the batteries opened infl the columhsadvarie- 
ed. Knowinsr that the volunteers front Tehhesse and tWe 
tniniia from Kentucky were stationed on yo,ur lert, iV waii 
there they directed their chief attack. 

Reasoning 
lilllte op^sition 

uniform^ tvho were ignorant of the rules of dr^ss, and tt^hi 
had never been caned into discrptine-^'sii^l n>istak^ ! a fi:r6 
incessantly kept up, dir^ctcfd with calmi^ess *arid unerHng^ 
aim, strewed the field with the bravest officers and men of 
Che column which slowly advanced, according to the m6i^ 
approved rules of European tactics, ind was cut down b^ 
the untutored courage of Anriericah m?litfa. TJnab|i^t<i 
sustain this galling and unceasing fire, soiUe hundreds ne^t^ 
est the entrenchment called for quarter, which was ^r^nted 
-^the fest retreating, were rallied at s6mti distance, but ori- 
ly to make them a surer mark for the grape and cannister 
^hot of our artillery, which, without exag'geration, nio^ed 
down whole ranks at every discharge : ^nd at lengrtl thej^ 
precipitately retired from the field. '' ^ 

Our right had only a short contest to' sustain with a few 
rash men, who, fatally for themselves, forced their entratii?ie 
into the unfinished redoubt on the riven Tliey were 
quickly dispossessed^ and this glorious day t^roiiuate^LW^tti 



uning always from false priViciples, they expectfed 
* 5n from men, whoife offtcerh evert we^re nbt *ip 
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a lots to th^ enemy of Ibeir eomituiniler/ in chief «ad oo# 
Major-General killed, another Major* eaerat wounded^ 
the mo8t experieqced and bravest of their ofiicerst andmore 
than three thousand men killed* wouiMled and mtHsin|^» 
vrhile our ranks, ro^ fri^nds^ were thinned only by the loss 
of six of our brave 0om|>aQions*killed,.aud seven disabled 
by wonnds— ^wonderful interposition pf Heaven ! unexam- 
pled event in the history of war ! • 

Let us be gratefi^l to the God of battles who has direct** 
ad the arrows qf indignation against our invaders, while 
he covered with hi^ protectmg shield the brave defender^ 
of their coqntry. 

After this unsui;cessfu1 and 4 sastrous attempt, th^. 
spirits were br<^ei»9 their force was destroyed, and their 
whole attentioa was employed in providing the means of 
escape. This they have effected ; leaving their heavy ai^ 
tillery in our power, and many ol^ their wounded tooor 
clecnency. The co^se^pi^nces of this i^ort, but decisive 
campaign, are inca|calably important. The pride of our 
arrogant enemy hinubleq, his forces broken, hi^ leaders 
filled, his i»?*olei^t hppt^s ofojqir disunion frustrated — his 
expectation of noting m our spoils and wasting our country 
changed into ignominio|As deleat, shameful fligiiti and are-. 
luctant.acknowledghH'nt of the humanity and kindness,, of 
jthose. whom he had doouied to all the horrors and hiiindia- 
tion of a conquered state. 

Oil the otlier side, unanimity established, disjiffection 
(Crushed, conftdence restored, your country saved from con- 
jquest, your property from pillage, your wives i^ daughp 
ters from msuilknd violatu^n* — the union preserved from 
dismembennetit, ijtnd perhaps a period put by this decisive 
stride to a bloody and savage wary These, my brave 
friends, are the consequences of the e£brts yop have made^ 
and the success with which they have been crowned by 
Heaven* 

Tiiiese important ri^uUs have been effected by the united 
jcourage and perseven^tice ol the army ; but which Uie dif- 
ferent corps as well as the iudrviduals that compose iti vi- 
1^ with each . other in their exertions to produce. The 
gratitude, the admiration of their country, offers a fairer rer ^ 

* Previous to the aitack ^m Packenham gave out for rvatcJmonff 
'^eautjf and Booty/ arulpPomMe^ three doya riot and plunder. * 
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warddHin tbat which any praises of tbeGra. e$m bestow^ 
and the best is that of which they can never be deprived, 
the conficioQsness of having done th^r dutyt and of n^erit* 
ixkg the applause they will receive. 

Com. Decatur to the Secretary iff the Nmoy. 

H. B. M. i^hip Endymion, at sea, Jan. 18, 1815, . 
SIR — The painful duly of detailing to you the particu- 
lar causes which preceded and 1^ to the capture of the 
late (J. S. frigate President by a squadron of \m Britannic 
maijBsty's ships^ hasdevcdved upon me. In my oommuni* 
cation of the 14th, I made known my intention of proceed- 
ing to sea on that evening. Owing to some mistake of the 
pilots, the ship in gomg out grounded on the bur^ where, 
she coQtinued ta strike heavily for anho«ir.anda half; al- 
though sfa^ had broken several of her rudder braces, and 
had received such other material injury as to render her 
return into port ifesirable, I was umble to do so from the 
strong westerly wind which was then blowing. We shap- 
ed our eourse along the shore of Lo^g-Island and for 50 
miles, and then steered S. E. by E. At hve o'clock, three 
ships were discovered ahead ; we immediately ^hauled up 
the ship and passed two mil^ to tlie northward of them. 
At day light, we discovered four ships in chase, one on 
each quarter, and two astern, the leading shiu of the ene- 
my a razee — she commenced a ^re upon us but without 
(effect. At meridian the wind became light and baffling ; 
we had increased our distance from the razee* but the 
next ship system, which was also a large ship, had gained 
and continued tp gain upon us considerably ; we immedi- 
atelyoccupied all hanc)^ to lighten ship* At d, we had the 
wind quite light ; the enemy who had now been joined by 
a brig, hajd a strong breeze, and were coming up with us 
rapidly. The Eadymioi^( mounting 50 guns, 24 pounders 
on the main deck) had now approached us within gunshot 
and had commenced a fire with her bow guns, which ^we 
returned from our stern. At 5 o'clock^ she bad obtained 
a position on our stai^board quarter, within half (>oint 
blank shot, on which neither our stem nor quarter guns 
^ould bear; 1 remained with her in this position for half an 

* Majestic ratee^ Endymiany Pomone, TentdoSj Dispatch (brig.) 
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hour, in the hope that she would 'close wtttim cm *our 
broadside, in which case I prejpared my crew fo board, bdt 
fro*m his continuing to yaw his ship to maintain his poiSition, 
it became evident that to close was not his intention. Eve* 
ry fire how cut some of outsails or rigging". To have 
iQ.jtinued our course under these circumstances, would 
have been placing it in his power to cripple us, without te- 
ing subject to injury himself, and to have hauled up more 
to the northward to bring our stern guni to bear, woiilci 
have exposed us to his raking fire. 

Jl wa^ now dusk when I determined to alter my coarse 
«outh, for the purpose of bringmg the enemy abeam, and 
although their ships astern were drawing up fast, I felt sat- 
isfie<l I should be enabled to throw hhn but of the combsit 
|[)efore they could come up, and was not without hopes, if 
the night proved dark (of Which there was evei^ stppear- 
ancej that I might still be enabled to effect my escape. 
Our opponent kept off at th6 same instant We did, ahd fire 
conamenced at the saifae time. We continued ehgag^, 
steering south with steering sails set two hours and^ half, 
when we completely succeeded in dismantling her; Pre- 
viously to her dropping entirely out of the action, there 
wpre intervals©^ minutes, when the ships were broadside 
and broadside, and in ^hich she did not fire a gun. At 
this period, half past 8 o'clock, although dark, the other 
ships of the squadron were in sight, and almost within gun 
shot. We were of course compelled to abandon her. In 
Resuming our former cbursefor the purpose of avoiding the 
squadron, we were compelled to present dur stem to our 
antagonist— ^but such was his state, though we were thus, 
exposed and within range of his^uns for half an hour, that 
he did not avail himself of thte fav'orable 'opportunity i$f 
raking us. We continued this' conrse urrtil 1 1 o'efnck, 
when two fresh ships of the eiremy (the PomoneandTene- 
dos) had come up. The pomoiiti*hatl opened her fire ort 
the larboard bow, within musket shot ; the other af)Out two 
cables* length astern, taking a raking position on onr quar- 
ter; and the rest (with the exceptron of th^ Endymion) 
within gun shot. Thus situated, with about one fifth of 
my crew killed and wounded, my ship crippled, and a more 
than fpur-fold force opposed to me, without a chance of 
escape left, I deeqied it my duty to surrender. 
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* tt i^ wilh^^npiotiong of prid^, I bear testiJiK^ny to the gal« 
lantry and steadiness of every ofiicer and man I had the 
hppQr to command on this occasion, and I feel satisfied 
Ih^t the fact of their having beaten a force equal to them-« 
aelvest in the presence, and almost under the guns of vastly 
a superior force, vi'hen, too, it was almost selif evident, that 
M^b^teyer their exertions migbt be, they must ultimately be 
Q$ip(urj^d, will he taken a9 evidence of what they would 
have performed, b^d the force o|)po9ed to them been in any 
degree equaL 

For 24 bourse after the action it was nearly calm, and the 
squadron were occupied in repairing the crippled ships* 
Such of the crew of the President as were not badiy wound- 
ed, were put on board the different ships ; myself and a 
part of my crew were put on board this ship* Ou the 17th 
weh^d a gale from th^ eastward, when this ship lost her 
bowspnt, fore and main-masts, and mizeu top^mast,^ali oi- 
which were badly iwound^d, and was, in conisequence of 
her disabled conditionj^ obliged to throw overboard all her 
upper diac^ gui[is. 

I have the honor to be, &c.. 

STEPHEN DECATUR, 

Killed 24 — wounded 5)5. 

BRITISH I.OiS9. 
Killed 1j&— wouhded 28. 



BOYLE'S VICTORY. 
CapL Boyle to ]Mr, George iP. Stephenson. 

> Privateer Chasseur, at sea, March 2, 1815. 

[Extract.'] SIR — I have the honor to inform you, that 
on tlie 26th of February being about six leagues to wind-- 
ward of Havanna, and two leagues from the land — at U, 
A. M. discovered a schooner bearing N E* of us, appar- 
ently running before the wind j made every possible sail in 
chase. At half past meridian I fired a gun and hoisted 
the American flag, to. ascertain, if possible, the nation 
which she belonged to, but she shewed no colors. At 1, 
P. M. drawing up with him very fast, she fired a stern 
chase gun at us, and hoisted English colors, shewing at the 
s^^rne time only three ports in the side next to ns. 
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Under the impression that she was a running tes^ 
bound to Havanna, weakly armed and manned, I tried 
every effort to close with him as quick as possible. Saw 
very few men on hisdeck, and hastily made small prepare 
ation for at^tibn, though my officers, myself and men did 
not expect any fighting, of course we were not completely 
prepared foraclion. At 1, 2(>, we were within pistol shot 
of him when he opened a tier of ten ports on a side^ and 
gave his broadside of round, grape and munket balls. I 
then opeiied the Chasserir's fire from the great guns and 
musketry, and endeavored to close with him for the pur- 
pose of boarding; we having quick way at this tmie, shot 
ahead of him under his lee ; he put his helm up for the pur- 
pose of wearnig across our stern and to give us a raking 
fire, which 1 prevented by timely taking notice of his in- 
tention, and |)Utting our helm hard up also. He shot quick 
ahead, audi closed wiihin ten yards of him; at this time 
both fires^ were heavy, severe, and destructive. 1 now found 
his men had been coiM^ealed under his bulwark, and that I 
had a heavy enemy to contend with, and at 1, 40, gave the 
order for boarding, which my brave officers and men cheer- 
fully obeyed with unexampled quickness, instantly put the 
helm to starboard to lay hmi oii board, and in the act of 
boarding her, she surrendered. She proved to he H. B* 
majesty s schooner St. Lawrence, commanded by Lieut. 
James E. Gordon, of 15 guns, 14 twelve pound carronades 
upon an improved'construction, and a long nine; 75 men, 
and had onboard a number of soldiers, marmes, and sumfe 
gentlemen of the* navy paj^sengers; having by report 15 
killed and 23 wounded. I had 5 men killed and 8 wound-- 
ed, myself amongst the latter, though very slightly. Thus 
ended the, action in 15 minutes alter its commencement, 
and about 8 minutes close quarters, with a force equal in 
every respect to our own. 

The Chasgeur mounts six 12 pounders, and eight short 9 
pound carronades, (the latter taken from one of her prizes) 
ten of our 12 pound carronades having been thrown over- 
board wblie liard chased by the Barrosa frigate* 
Yooi"s with respecl, 

THOMAS BOTLK 
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CoL ScoH to Governor Early. 

Great Satill river, February 28, 1815. 
[Ejptract] SIR — I have the pleasure to intbrm you of a 
briitiaiit affair having; taken place on tlie 24th in^. on the. 
river St. Mary's, between a part of my detachment* 20 
nien,conHnan<le<l by Capt. William Mickler, aided by 
aboul 30 of the Patriots of Florida, under Col. Dill, and 6 
of the enemy's barg;es, containing about 250 men, which 
had attempted to proceed \xp the river to burn Mr. A. 
Clark's mills. The enemy were first attacked by the Pat* 
riots from the Florida shore, near Camp Pmckney, wl>ea 
the barges immediately tacked about to retreat, but Q^r 
iiien being in ambush on this shore gave them a secoikl re- 
ception, and thus the fire Wa^ kept up from both shores un- 
til they got into a greater ex^^nt of river than our nflemea 
coukl reach. The enemy lost 160 killed and wounded^— 
We had one man severely wounded through the body, 
and several received balU through tij/eir clothes, but no 
further injury* 

WILLIAM SC0T1\ 



S(filing master John Hurlburd to Com* Campbell. 
Gun Boat, No. 168, Cumberland Sound, March 18, 1815. 
[£:f/rac/.] SIR — Proceeding with the despatch which 
you did me the honor to entrust to my care, I saded from 
Tybee bar, at 1, P. M. on the 16th yist. wmd N. E. steer- 
ing south ; at half past a dasc^ied a sail in the S. E. quar- 
ter, which we soon found to be a ship standing N. N- W. 
About 40 minutes after she fired a gun and hoisted her co- 
lors, the shot passing over our fore gaff; our colors were 
lioisted, continued our course for a few minutes, when 
nnother gun was fired ; the shot passed abaft ihe.maia 
rigging over the lee quarter. Heaving his vessel too on 
the starboard tack, hailed me by saying, *you damn'd ras- 
cal, if you don't lower your boat down and come on board 
iimned lately, Til fire into you, I'll sink you, God damn you.* 
Seeing me in the act of taking in the square sail, * why 
don't you heave too, God damn you. Til sink you ; I'll 
fire a broadside into you.' As soon as I could be heard 
I'said, this is a U. States' vessel, from Savannah, with des^ 
patches for Admiral Cuckburn. In the act of pronounc* 
jng- tlie la»t words, a musket was fired at me, the bail pass* 
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ing near my shoulclem, over Ibe hand of Ihe man at ihe 
helm, striking the water from 20 to 30 foet from the vessel. 
Putting' the helm clown, I agam informed him of the char- 
acter ol the vessel, saying if you wish for further satisfaction 
you areathberky to send yourboalon^board ; hesaid,* 1 don't 
care a damn for the despatches, nor Aduiirai Cuckbum 
either ; God damn them and the United States too ; I'll fire a 
broadside into you and sink you, if you don't lower your 
boat down and come on board, you rascal.' Put about and 
run close under the ship s It^e, saying, this is tlie U. Suites' 
gun vessel No. 168, w^th despatches for the Admira; off 
•St. Mary's ; if you doubt her being what she appears to be, 
you can send your boat on board. Turning to me, he 
«ays*> Gi)d damn you, come (jfpi board or Til sink you— 
J'll fire thunder mtoyon.' I replied, * if you do, 1 shall re- 
turn your compliments with lightning.' At this time 1 re- 
ceived, if t ossible, a greater fli>od of vulgar abuse than 
before. I hove a()out, stood to windward of him> heaving 
ti»oonhis starboard quarter, w)th the larboard tacks on 
board ; when a Lieutenant came alongside, and ordered 
nte into the boat, saying, * if \ou do not go on boarc), every 
one of you will be taken out and carried to Charleston.' 
Go on board and tell your commander that 1 shall not low- 
er my boat, nor shall an officer or ma<i leave the vessel but 
by torce, showmg hidfi the paper fur Admiral Cockburn. * If 
you don't go on board, you'll be sunk as soon as I go on 
board ; 1 advise you to go'— I want no advice, (said I) I 
Jiave the orders of my goi^ernment by which 1 ^m go? ernr 
ed ; tell your commander that such trifling shall not pass 
with impunity. On the boat leavmg us, the Captain of the 
«hip said, * won't the damned rascal come? then come 
alongside and let me sink him ; I'll fire a broadside into 
hiin.' On the boat's reaching the sbip'ji side a gun was 
Hred i the shot passing to leeward, through the mainsail, 
gear the mast, cutting away one of the stays, going between 
the foremast and rigging ; while he gave full vent to his 
vulg^ir abuse. I now saw every one of our little crew anx- 
iously waiting the order to fire into the apparent enemy j 
but I considered that several lives would in all probability 
be lost, and the flag struck at last. Under these consider- 
ations, I fired a gun across his bows, as the vessels werejy- 
iugy. sunk the signals, and hauled the colors down. A 
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Lieutenant came on board, to whom I ni«de a fointial sur- 
render of theveifesel ; he observed that he was OHlyn\ L)eat. 
• Send an officer on board, (I replied) the officers and men 
are yotir j^risoiiers.' He ordei-ed me on board the ship. 
On my arrival on board the ship, I was met by the Caf>tain 
near-the main raaisj^, saying, * this is his maje.sty's ship Ere- 
bus, Bartholomew, commander/ *This is my sword, I 
replied) that is the U. Stales gun vessel No. 168, which I 
surrender as your prize, myself, officers and criew as your 
prisoners.' He said again,* how dare you reluse to come 
on board his majesty's ship when ordered ?' * I know not 
nor do I acknowledge any right you hafve to order me on 
board, or to interrupt me sailing along ibe American coa$b 
I shally however, make a fair representation of this ^nost 
flagrant abuse of power on your part to my government. I 
very much regret that i have not the command of a vessel 
of 20 guns, which would save tlie trouble of demanding 
satisfaction at a future day^ by taking it on tlie spot/ He 
said, * I only wish lo warn yotJ off' tbe coast; will you see 
my orders from the Admiral lo warn alt vessels from the 
€oast ?' * As I am governed by the orders of my own g&v* 
ernment, lean have nothing to do with those of Admiral 
Cockburn/' He said * I thought you tpight be from the 
Cape of Good Hope^' * You could not believe any such 
thing, when you see she has no quarter, has not the ap- 
pearance of having been at sea any lenglb of time; her 
boats not slowed as if to remain long at sea ; nor could you 
suppose that were I trom a long cruise, I should run past 
the port of Savannah, thereby exposing my vessel to any 
British cruizerthat might liappen tal»e on the coast/ ^ He 
then said, * upon my hoiior, I believe it was an accident, 
but I am sure the la^t shot would, not have been iired if you 
had not been trying to run away from me/ * You could 
believe no such thing ; you saw both jibs to windward, 
and the helm a-lee.*^ He said, ^ upon my honor, I don't know 
whether it went off by accideat or wasfij-ed; no orders weiie 
given to fire/ After walking the quaiier^deck for a few 
minutes, returning, he said, * will you«ee my orders to warn 
all vessels off the coast/ 'As I have nothing to do with 
them I can have no wish to see them/ * If you think ibis 
will cause any dispute between the two^ governmejits, (said 
he) I will return with you to the Admiral and have it s^t- 
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tied/ .1 replied, *I do not feel myself aulhomc^ in vaj 
present iiituatioiii to receive any satisfaction you may have 
in your power to offer for swclv a wilful insult otFered tq the 
U. States. I was then ordered o^ board* aqd pr^ceed^4 
With the despatches. 

JOHN HUKLRUm). 



STEWART S VICTORY. 
Capt iSier^ari io the Se^rekmf iff' the Nawf. ^ 
U. S. friacate Cpn^titution, May, — 1815. 
SIR--On the 20lh of February la^t, the |:sland of Ma^ 
deira bearinsf about W, S. VV. distant (JO leagues, we fell 
id with his B. M*s two ships of war, the Gyane a»d Levant^ 
and broagbt them to action about 6 o'clock in the eyenin^r^ 
both of which after a ^spirited engagement of 40 minutes, 
aurrendered to.tbe ship under my comms^nd. 

Conaidering the advantages deriv^ by the e^emy, froai 
a divided and mor^ active forc^, as also their superiority^ 
in the weight and number of guns, I dqem the speedy and 
decisive result of this action the strongest assurance which 
can hie given to tlie governuient, that all did their duty, and 
gallantly supported the reputation o{ Aioericaa seaman. 

Inclosed is a list of the killed and wounded ; al^ a state- 
ment of Ihe actual force of theeneray, and the nuipber kiU 
led and wounded on board tli^ir sbpis s^ Qeac as could bq 
ascertained. 

1 have the honor to b?, &g. 

CHARLES STEWART. 

JPORCE OF Ti|£ i:;0](«.STi'i UTXON; 

32 twenty four pounders-^-pSlO thirty-two poiinders.— ; 
52guns. Officers, men and boy^s 46$. 
FOKCS 09 TfijC CYANfi. 

22 thirty-two pounders^-rlO eigbteen do. — 2 twelye do.r 
2 brass swivels, d6 gniis. — officeniiqen and boys 180. 

FORCE OF THE U^^^ANT. 

18 thirty-two pouuders-^2 niute do.— ^twelve do.<'2lguas.-^ 
officers, men and boys 166. 

AMEKICAN LOSS. 

K lied 3— wounded 12. 

BRITISH XOSS 

Killed 3o — wounded 39'«--priMners 301, 
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UIDDLE'S VICTORY. 
Capt, liiddle to Commodare Decatur. 
USS. S.Hoi-nei, Qjf Tristan d Acmiha, March 2o, 1815. 

8IR~Hiave the honor to inforiii» that on the morning 
pf the 23(1 inst. at half past ten, when about to anchor, off 
the north end pf ^he islaadof Ti'istan'd Acunha, a sail was 
s^en to the southward and eastward, steering to the west- 
ward, the wind fresti from the S. S. W. In a few minutes 
she had passed on to the - westward so that we could not see 
her for th,e land. J immediately made sail to the westward, 
and shortly after getting sight of her again, perceived her 
U> bear upl^efore the wind. J hove too for hiui to come 
<Jown to i|s,-rWhen she had approached near, I filled the 
i;aaintppsail, and continued to yaw the ship, while she con*- 
tinued to cooie down ; wearing oiccasionally to prevent . 
her passing under our stern. At 1 40 P. M. being nearly- 
iwithin Qiui^kejt shot distance, she hauled her wind on the 
starboard t^ck, hoisted El tgUsh colors, and fired a gun. 
We immediately luffed top* boisiedpur ensign and gave 
the enemy a broadside, ^he action being thus commenc- 
ed, a quick and well directed fire was kej>t up frem this 
»ship, the enemy gradually drifting nearer to us, when at 
X 6^ he bore up, apparently to run us on l^oard. As 
soon as I pericidved he would . certainly fall op board, 1^ 
calleil the boarders so as to be ready to repel any attempt 
to. board us. At the instant every officer and m^n repair- 
.ed to the quarter deck* where Hie tvfo vessels were ccyning 
in contact and eagerly pressed me to permit them to board 
the enemy : but this I would not permit, as it was evident 
from the pomn^encement of the action that our fire was 
greatly superior both in quickness and in effect. The ene- 
fuy^s bowsprit came in between o^* main and mizen rig- 
ging, on our starboai*d side, affording him an opportunity 
jto board us, if such was his design, but no attempt was 
made. There was a considerable swell on, and as the sea 
lifted uis a h^ad, the enemy's bowsprit carried away our 
iTiizen sbjrouds, stern davits, and spanker boom^ and he hung 
mpon our larboard quarter. At this moment an officer, 
who was afterwards recognized to be Mr. M'Donold, the 
first Lieut, and the then commtuiding officer, called out 
thsU they had surrendered* 1 directed the marines and 
musketry-men to cease firmg, and, while on the taffi-ait 
asking if they had surrendered, I received ii wound in the 
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neck. The enemy just then got clear of us, and his fore- 
mast and bowsprit being both gone, and perceiving us 
•wearing to give him a fresh broadside, he again called out 
thai he had surrendered. It was with difficulty 1 could re- 
strain ray crew from firing into him again as he had cer- 
tainly fired into us after having surrendered. Prom the 
firing of the first gun, to the lasttimt- the enemy cried out be 
had surrendered, was exactly 22 minutes by the walch. 
She proved to be H. B. M. brig Penguin, mounting six- 
teen 32 1b carronades, two long 1 2's, a twelve lb carroa- 
ade on the top gallant forecafstle, with swivels on the cap- 
stern and in the tops. She had a spare port forii^ard, so 
as to fight both her lon^ gutis of a side.. She sailed from 
England in Sept. last. She is in all respects, a remarkably 
^ne vessel of her class. The enemy acknowledge a com- 
plement of 182 men ; 12 of them supernumerary marines 
from theMedway 74. Tiiey acknowledge, also, a loss of 
14 killed, and 28 wounded ; but Mr. Mayo, who was in 
charge of the prize, assures me that the number of killed 
Was certainly greater.' Artiong the killed is C ipt. Dicken- 
son, who fell at the dose of the action, and the boatswain ; 
amongthe wounded, is the second Ljeut. purser, and two 
tnvdshipmen. Each of the midshipmen lost a leg. Hav- 
ing removed the prisoners, and taken on board such provi- 
sions and stores as would be useful to us, I scuttled the 
Penguin, this morning before day-light, and she went down. 
As sbe was completely rtddled. by our shot, her foremast 
and bowsprit both gone, and her mainmast so crippled as 
to be incapable of being secured, it seemed unadvisable, at 
this distance from home, to attempt sending her to the U. 
States. * 

This ship did not receive a'single round shot in her hull, 
nor any material'-wound in her spars ! the rigging and sails 
Were very much cat ; but having bent a new suit of sails 
and knotted and secured our rigging, we are now com- 
pletely ready, in all respects tor any service. We were 
eiglit men short of complement, and had' nine upon the 
sick list the morning of the action. Eficlos<*d is a list of 
Ivilledandwounded, J. BIDDLE, 

AMERICAJ^ IX>SS. 
Killed, 1. — wounded, 11 
BRITISH LOSS. 

Killed 14.— Wounded, 28. 
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OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 

RELATIVE TO THE TREATY O^ PEACE. 

Washington, Oct. 10, 1814. 
To the Senate and House of iiepresentatives of 
the U. States. 
I lay before congress commaaications just received from 
the Plenipotentiaries of the U. States, charged with nego- 
ciating peace with G. Britain ; shewing the conditions on 
which alone that government is willing to pat an end to 
the war. 

JAMES MADISON. 

' ' The American Plenipotentiaries to the Secretary of state. 

Ghent, Aug. 12th, 1814. 
SIR — We have the honor to inform you, that the Bri- 
tish commissioners, lord Gambier, Henry Goulburn, Esq* 
and William Adams, Esq. arrived m this city on Saturday 
evening, the sixth inst. The day after their arrival, Mr. 
Baker, their Secretary, called upon us to give us notice of 
the fact, and to propose a meeting, at a certain hour, on 
the ensuing day. The place having been agreed upon, 
we accordingly met, at 1 o'clock, on Monday, the eighth 
inst. 

^ We enclose, herewith, a copy of the full powers exhibit- 
ed by the British commissioners, at that confei'^nce ; which 
was opened on their part by an expression of the sincere 
and earnest desire of their government, that the negocia- 
tion misj^ht result in a solid peace, honoi-able to both par- 
ties. They, at the same time declared, that no events 
whi<;h had occurred since the first proposal for this uego- 
cifition, had altered the pacific disposition of their govern- 
ment, or varied its views as to the terms upon which it was 
M illing to conclude the peace. 
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We answered, that we h^ard these declarations with 
^eat satisfaction, and that our government had accceded 
to the proposal of neg;ociation, with the most sincere desire 
to put an end to the differences Which divided the two coum- 
iries, and to lay upon just atidliheral grounds the foundation 
of a peace which securing the rights and interests of both 
nations, should unite them by lasting bonds of amity. 

The British commissioners then stated the foIloWnig sub- 
jects, as those U[)on which it appeared to them that the 
discussions would be likely to turn, and on whica they were 
instructed. 

1. The forcible seizure of mariners on board of merchant 
vessels, and in connection with it, the claim of his Britan- 
nic majesty to the allegiance of all the native subjects of 
G. Britain. 

We understood them to intimate, that the British govern- 
ment did not propose this point as one which they wei« par- 
ticularly desirous of discussing ; but that as it had occupied 
so prominent a place in the disputes betvs een the two coun- 
tries, it necessarily attracted notice and was considered as a 
subject which would come under discussion. 

2. The Indian allies of G. Britain to be included iu the 
pacification, and a defiiiite boundary to be settled for their 
territory. 

The British commissioners stated, that an arrangement 
upon this point was a sine qua non ; that they were not 
authorised to conclude a treaty of peace which did not em- 
brace the Indians, as allies of his Britannic majesty ; and 
that the establishment of a definite boundary of the Indian 
territory was necessary to secure a permanent peace, not 
only with the Indians, Init also between the U. States and 
G. Britain. 

3. A revision of the boundary line between the U. Stales 
and the adjacent Bntish colonies. 

With respect to this point, they expressly disclaim any 
intention, on the part of their govenunent, to acquire an 
increase of territory, and represented the proposed revision 
as intended merely for the purpose of preventing uncer- 
tainty and dispute. 

After having stated these three points as subjects of dis- 
cussion, the British" commissioners added, that before they 
desired any answer from us, they felt it iucumbent upon 
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them to declare, that ike British govenmient did not deny 
the right of the Americans to tie fisheries generally, or in 
the open seas ; but tliat the f>nvileges, formerly granted by 
treaty* to the U. States of tinhing within the limits of the 
British jurisdictiotv, and of landing and drying fish on the 
shores of the British terrilones, would not be renewed 
wilhoat an equivalent. 

The extent of what was considered by them as waters 
peculiarly British^ was not state<i. From the'manner in 
which they brought tbis^i>ulj(ject into view, they seemed to 
wish us to understand that they were not an^ioos that it 
should be discussed, and that they only intended to give us 
notice that these privileges had ceased {o exist, and would 
not again be granted without an equivalent, noronless we 
thought proper to provide expressly in the treaty oi peace 
for their renewal, - 

The British commissioners having stated that these were 
all the subjects which they intended to bring fcrward or to 
suggest, requested to be informed, whether we were in- 
structed to enter into negotiation on these several points, 
and whether there was any amongst these which we thought 
it unnecessary to bring into the negociation ? and they^e-' 
sired us to state, on our part, such other subjects as we 
might intend to propose for discussion in the course of the 
DCgociation. The meeting was then adjourned to the next 
day, in order to afford us the opportunity of consultation 
among ourselves, before we gave an answer. 

In the course of the evening' of the same day, we receiv- 
ed your letters of the 25th and 27th of June.. 

There could be no hesitation, on our part, in informing 
the British commissioners, that we were not instructed on 
the subjects of Indian pacification or boundary, and of 
fisheries. Nor did it seem probable, although neither of 
these points had been stated with sufficient [nreoision in that 
first verbal conference, that they could be admitted in any 
shape. — We did not wish, however, to prejudge the result, 
or by any hasty proceeding abruptly to break oflF the ne- 
gociation. It was not impossible that, on the subject of 
the Indians, the British government bad received erroneous 
impressions from the Indian traders in Canada, which our 
representations might* remove : and it appeared, at all 
events, important, to aseertam distmctly the precise inten-' 
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tioni^ af G. Brikgjo on both points. We, therefore, thought 
it advisable to invite the British commissioners to a gener- 
al conversation on all the points ; stating to them, at the 
sametime, opr want of instruafions on ti^Q of theiHy and 
holding out no expectation of the probability of our agree* 
ing to any a^-ticle respecting them. 

At our meeting on the ensuing day we informed the Bri- 
tish eommissionersy that upon the first and third points 
proposed by Ih^m we were provided with instructions, and 
we preyenledas further subjects considered by our govern- 
ment assiiitai»le for discussion : 

1st. A definition of blockade ; and as far as might be 
mutually agreed, of other neutral and belligerent rights. 

2d. Claims of indemnity in certain cases of capture and 
seizure. . - - 

We then stated that the two subjects, l^t of Indian pa- 
cificaiion, and boundary, and 2d of fisheries, were not em- 
braced by our instructions. 

'We observed, that as these points had not been heretofore 
the ground3 of any -controversy, between the government 
of G. Britain and that of the U. States, and had not been 
alluded to by lord Castlereagh, in his letter proposing the 
negociation, it could not be eii^pected that they should have 
been anticipated and made the subject of instructions by 
our government ; that it was natural to be supposed, that 
our instructions were confined to those subjects^ upon which 
difierences between the two countries were known to ex« 
ist; and that the proposition to define, in a treaty between 
the U. States and G. Britain, the boundary of the Indian 
possessions within our territories, was new and without ex- 
ample. No such provision had been inserted in the treaty 
of peace in 1783, nor in any other treaty between the two 
cottntri^.. JSo such provision had to our knowledge, ever 
been inserted <in anv treaty made by G. Britain or any Eu- 
ropean power in relation to the same description of people, 
existing under lijce circumstances. We would say, how- 
ever, that it would not be doubted, that peace with the In- 
dians would certainly follow a peace with G.Britain : that 
we hadiniorpiation that, eommissi oners had already been 
appointed to treat with them; that a treaty to that efiect 
might, perbaf>s, have been already concluded : and that the 
U. States having no interestt nor any motive to continue a 
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separate war a^inst the Indians, there coiiM never be a 
moment when our government would not be dii^osed-to 
make peace with them. ' 

We then expressed our wijjh to receive from the British 
commissioners a statement of the viewfl and objects of©. 
Britain upon ail the points, and our wHIingness to dii^cuss 
them all, in order that, even if no arrangement shouid bfe 
agreed on, upon the points not included in our ii^tmedions/ 
the government of the U. States might be possessed of the 
entire and precise intentions of that of G. Britain, respect 
ing ih^e points, and that the British governmeivl might be 
fiiily informed of the objections, on the part of the U. States, 
to any such aiTangement. 

In answer to our remark that these points had not beei% 
alhided to by lord Castlereagh^ in his letter proposrng' the 
negociation, it was said, that it could not be expected, tha^ 
in a lettermerely intended to invite a negociation, he should 
enumerate the topics of discussion, or slate the pretensions 
of his government ; since these would depend upon ulterior 
events, and might arise out of a subsequent state of things. 

In reply to our observation, that the proposed stipulation 
of an Indian boundary was without example in the prac* 
tice of European nations, it was asserted that the Indians 
must in some sort be considered as an independent people, 
since treaties were made with them, both by G. Britain and 
the U. States : upon which we pointed out the obvious and 
important differences between the treaties we might nvake 
with Indians, living in our territory, and such a treaty as 
was proposed to be made, respecting them, with a foreign 
power, who had solemnly acknowledged the territory on 
•which they resided to be part of the U. States. 

We were then asked by the British commissioners whetfi- 
er, in case they should enter further upon the discussion ot" 
the several points which had been stated, we could expect 
that it would terminate by some provisional arrangement 
on the points on which we had no instructions, ^particular-- 
ly on that respecting the Indians, which arrangement would 
be subject to the ratification of our government ? 

We answered, that before the subjects were distinctly 
understood, and the objects in view more precisely disclos- 
ed, we could not decide whether it woiild be possible to 
form any satisfactory 'article on the si^ibjeot j nor pledge 
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oursdves as to the exercise of a discretion under; our pow- 
ers, even with respect to a provisional agreement. We 
added, that as we should'deeply deplore a ruptpre of the 
negocmtion on any point, it was our anxious desire^ to em- 
ploy all possihie means to avert an event so serious in its 
eoiisequeoces ; and that we had not been without hope$ 
tbM a discussion might correct tiie effect of any erroneous 
information which the British government might have re- 
ceived on the subject which they had proposed as a pre- 
liminary basis. , ^ 

We.look this opportunity to remark, that no nation ob- 
served a policy more liberal and humane towards the In- 
dians than that pursued by ihe U. States; that our object 
h«dbeen, by all practicable means, to introduce civiliza* 
tion amongst them ; that their possessions were secured to 
them by well defined boundaries, that their persons, lands,. 
and other property were now more effectually protected 
agtttfi$t Violence or frauds from any quarter, than they had 
been under any former government ; that even our citizens 
were not allowed to purchase their lands ; that when they 
gave up their title to any portion yf their country to the U. 
States, it was by a voluntary treaty with our governuientt 
who gave them a satisfactory equivalent ; and that tlu'ough 
these means the U. 'States hlid succeeded in preserving, 
mfice the treaty of Greenville of 1795, an uninterrupted 
peaceof siKteen years, with all the Indian tribes; a period 
of tfanquiltty much longer th|in they vn^ere known to have 
enjoyed heretofore* 

. It was then «xpresvsly stated oh our part, that the propo* 
sition respecting the Indians, was not distinctly understood. 
We asked whether the pacitication, and the settlement of 
a boundary for them were both made a sine qua non, — 
Which was answered in (.he afiirmakiye. The question 
yfas then asked the British commissioiiers, whether the 
proposed Indian boundary was intended to preclude the U. 
States from the right of purchasing by treaty from the In-^ 
dians, wiUiout the consent of G. Britain, lands laying be- 
yond that bouiidary ? A'^d as a restriction upon the lu'* 
dians from seiliiig by amicable treaties lands to the U, 
States, as had bt* en Hitherto practised ? 
. To this question, it was first answered by oiie of the 
fsojqi$uisfeiiouerst that the Indians ;^ould not be restricted 
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from selling their lands, but that the U. States would be 
restricted from purchasing them ; and on rcf^ectioi) anoth* 
er of the commissioners stated, that it was intended th^t 
the Indian territory should be a barrier between the British 
dominions and those of the U. Stales, that both G. Britain; 
and the U. States should be restricted from purchasing 
their lands ; but the Indians might sell them to a tfairdi par*. 

The proposition respecting Indian boundary thus ex- 
plained, and connected with the right of sovereignty as* 
cribed to the Indians over the country, amounted to noth- 
ing' less than a demand of the absolute cession of the rights 
both of sovereignty and of soil. We cannot abstain from 
remarking to you, that the subject (of Indian boundary) 
was indistinctly stated when first ^proposed, and that the 
explanations were at first obscure and always giyen with 
reluctance; And it was declared from the first moment, to 
be a sifie qua noUf renctering any discussion unprofitable 
until it was admitted as a basis. Ktiowiug that we had 
no power to cede to the Indians any part of our territory, 
we thought it unnecessary to ask, what probably would not 
have Ijieen answered till the principle was admitted, where 
the tine of demarkation of the Indian country was propos- 
ed to be established. 

The British commissioners, after having repeated that 
their instructions on the subject of the Indians were pe- 
remptory, stated that unless we could give some assurance, 
thiitour powers would allow us to make at least a provi- 
sional arrangement on the subject, any further discussion 
would be fruitless, and that they must consult their own 
government on this slate of things. They protJOsed ac- 
cordingly a suspension of the conferences, until they should 
have received an answer, it being understood that each 
party might call a meeting whenever they had any propo- 
sition to submit. They dispatched a special messenger 
the same eventing, and we are now waiting for the result. 

Before the proposed adjournment took place, it was 
agreed that there should be a protocol of .the conferences; 
l.hat a statement should for that purpose be drawn up by 
each party, and that we should meet the next day to com-, 
pare the statenients We accordingly met again on Wed- 
nesday the lOth mst< and ultimately agreed upon what 
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should constitute the protocol of the conferences. A copy 
of this instrument, ^e have the honor to transmit with this 
dispatch. 

They objected to the insertion of the answer which they 
had given to our question respecting the effect of the pro- 
posed Indian boandai-y ; but they agreed to an alteration 
of their original proposition on that subject, which ren- 
ders it much more explicit than as stated, either in the first 
conference or in their proposed draught of the protocol. — 
They al»o objected to the insertion of the tact, that they 
had proposed to adjourn the conferences, until they <joald 
obtain further instructions from their govern Aieilt. The 
return of their messenger may, perhaps, disclose the mo- 
tive of their reluctance in that respect. 
We have the honor to be, &c. 



JOHN a ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 



H.CLAY, 
JONA. RUSSELL. 



PROTOCOL OP CONFERENCE. 

Auffust 8, 1814. 

The British commissioners requested information wheth* 
er the American commissioner^ were instructed to enter 
into negociation on the preceding points ? But before they 
desired any answer, they felt it right to communicate the 
intentions of their government as to the North American 
fisheries, viz. That the British government did not intend 
to grant to the O. States, gratuitously, the privileges for- 
merly granted by treaty to them, of fishing within the lim- 
its of the British sovereignty, and of using the shores of the 
British territories for purposes connected with the fishe- 
ries. 

August 9. — ^The meeting being adjourned to the 9th of 
August, the commissioners met again on that day. 

The American commissioners at this meeting t^ted, 
that upon the first and. third points proposed by the British 
commissioners, they Were provided with instructions from 
their government, and that the second and fourth of these 
points were not provicfed for in their instructions. That 
ill relation to an Indian pacification, they knew that the 
government of the tT. States had appointed commission- 
ers to treat of peace with the Indians, and that it was not 
improbable that peace had been made with them. 
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The Ain^riqan commissioners presefetecl as further subr. 
jects consiUered by the government of theU* States assuit-> 
able for discussion. ' 

1. A definition of blockade* and as lar as may be a« 
grfeed, of other neutral and belligerent rights. 

2. Certain claims of indemnity toindiyiduaLs for captures 
and seizures preceding and subsequent to the war. 

. 3. They further §tated that there were various otbe.*; 
points to which their instructions extended, which might 
with propriety be objects of discussaon, either in the nego-s 
oiation of the peace, or in that of a treaty of commerce, 
which in the case of a propitious termination of the present' 
conferences, they were likewise authorised to conclude. 
That for the purpose of facilitating the first and most es-. 
sential object of peace, they had discarded every subject 
which wa^ not considered as peculiarly connected wHlit 
timt, and presenited only those points wnich appeared to. 
be immediately rielevant to this negociation. 

The American commissioners exprestsed their wish tore*^ 
ceive from the British commissioners a statement of the» 
views and objects of G* Britain, upon all the points, and 
their willingness to discus them all. 

They, the American commissioners were asked, wheth- 
er, if those of G. Britain should enter further upon this dis^* 
cussion, particularly respecting the Indian boundary, the 
American commissioners could expect that it would ter- 
minate by some provisional arrangement, which they could 
conclude, subject to the ratification of their government ? 

They answered, that as any arrangement to which they 
could agree upon the subject must be without specific au- 
thority from their government, it was not possible £or them^ 
previous to {discussion, to decide whether any article on the 
subject could be formed which woiiid bemutually satisfac- 
tory, and to which they should think themselves, under 
their discretionary powers, justified in acceding. 

The American Cmnmissipners to the Secretary of State. 

Ghent, August 19, 1814. 

SIB — Mr. Baker, secretary to the British mission, call*, 
ed upon us to-day^ at 1 oxlock, and invited us to a con- 
ferenoe to be held at three. . This was agreed to, and the 
British commissioners opened it, by saying that they had 



Digitized by 



Google 



31^ APPteNBIX. 

received their farther instroctions this morning, and had 
not lust a moment in requesting a meeting for the purpose 
of communicating the decision of their government. It is 
proper to notice that lord Castlereagh had arrived last 
night in this city, whence, it is said, he will depart to-mor* 
row on his way to Brussels and Vienna. 

The British commissioners stated that their government 
had felt some surprise, that we were not instructed respect- 
ing the Indians, as it could not have been expected that 
they would leave their allies, in their comparatively weak 
situation, exposed to our resentment. Great-Britain might 
justly have supposed that the American government would 
have furnished us with instructions authorising us to agree 
to a positive article on the subject ; but, the least she cpuld^ 
demand was that we should sign a provisional article ad- 
mitting the principal subject to the ratification of our gov- 
ernment ; $0 that, if it should be ratified, the treaty should 
take effect ; and, if not, that it should be null and void ; on 
our assent or refusal to admit such an article would depend 
the continuance or suspension of the negociation. 
' As we had represented tliat* the proposition made by 
them, on that subject, was not sufficiently explicit, their 
government had directed them to give us every necessary 
explanation, and to state distinctly the basis which must 
be considered as an indispensable preliminary. 

It v^as a sine qua non that the Indians should be includ- 
ed in the pacification, and, as incident thereto, that the 
boundaries of their territory should be permanently estab- 
lished. Peace with the Indians was a subject so simple, 
as to require no comment. Witli respect to the bounda- 
ries which was to divide their territory from that of the U. 
States, tlie. object of the British govenimertt was, that the 
Indians should remain as a permanent barrier betwe^en our 
western settlements,^and the adjacent British provinces, to 
prevent them from being conterminous to each other : and 
that neither the XJ. States, norG. Britain, should ever here- 
after have the right to purchase^ or acquire any part <»f the 
territory thus recognized, ^s belonging to the Indians. — 
With regard to the extent of ibe Indian territory, ami the 
boundary line, the British government would propose the 
lines of the Greenville treaty, as a proper basis, subject, 
however, to discussion and modifications. 
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We statf d that the Indian territory, according to these 
lines, would comprehend a i^reat number of American citi- 
zens ; not tess, perhaps, than a hundred thousand : and 
asked, what was the intention of the British government 
respecting them, and under whose government they would 
fall ? It was answered that those settlements would be tak- 
en into consideration, when the line became a subject of 
discussion ; bat that such of the inhabitants, as would ulti- 
mately be included within the Indian territory, must make 
thieir own arrangements and provide for themselves. 

The British commissioners here said that, considering 
the importance of the question we had to decide, (that of 
agreeing to a provisional article) their government had 
thought it right, that we should also be fully informed of 
its views, with i-espect to the proposed revision of th^ 
boundary line, between the dominions of G. Britain and 
the U. States. 

1st. Experience had proved that the joint possession of 
the lakes, and a right common to both nations, to keep up 
a tiaval force on them, necessarily produced collisons, and 
rendered peace insecure. x\sG. Britain could not be sup- 
posed to expect to make conquest in that quarter, and as 
that province was essentially weaker than the U. Slates, 
and exposed to invasion, it was necessary, for its security, 
that G.Britain should require that the tJ. States should 
hereafter keep no armed naval force on the Western Lakes, 
from Lake Ontario to Lake Superior, both inclusive ; that 
they shuuld not erect any f<irttfied or military post or estab- 
lishment on the shores of those lakes ; and that they should 
not maintain those which were already existing. This 
must, they said, be considered as a moderate demand, since 
G, Britain, if she had not disclaimed the intention of any in- 
crease of territory, might with pn>priety have asked a ces- 
sion of the adjacent American shores. The commercial 
navigation and intercourse would be led on the same footing 
as heretofore. It was expressly stated, (in answer to a 
question we asketl,) that G. Britain was to retain the right 
of having an arAed naval force on those lakes, and of hold- 
ing military posts and esiablishmfents on their shores. ^ 

2. The bomidary line west of Lake Superior, and thence 
lo the Mississipi, to be revised and the treaty right of G. 
^Britain to the navigation of the Mississipi, to be continued. 

40 " 
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When asketi, whether tbey did not mean the line from the 
Lake ot file Woods to Ihe MIssissipi, the British commis- 
$ Ofiprs repealed that they meant the line from lake Supe- 
rior, to that river. 

3. A direct communication from Halifax and the pro- 
vince of New-Brunswick to dnebec, to be secured to (i- 
Brilain. [n answer to our question, in what manner this 
was to be eifected, we were told that it must be done by a 
cession to G. Britain of that portion of the distrct of Maine 
(in the state of Massachusetts) which intervenes between 
New- Brunswick and Q,uebec, and prevents that direct 
communication. 

Reverting to the proposed provisonal article, respecting* 
the Indian pacification and bouhdary, the- British com- 
missioners concluded by stating to us, that if the conferen- 
ces NhouliJ be suspended by our refusal to agree to such an 
article, without having obtained further instructions from 
our government, G. Bntain would not consider herself 
r bound to abide by the terms which she now offered, but 
would be at liberty to vary and rt^gulale her demands ac- 
cording to subsequent events, and m such maimer as the 
.stateof the war, at th^time of fenewmg the negociation, 
.might warrant. 

VVe asked whether the statement made, respecting pro- 
posed revision of the boundary line between the U. States 
and the dominions of G. Britain, embraced all the objects 
she meant to bring forward for discnssion, and what were, 
particularly, her views with respect to Moose Island, and 
sueh otherjslands in the bay of Passanaaquaddy, as had 
been in our possession till the present war, but had been 
lately captured? We were answered, that those Jslands be- 
longing of right to G. Britain, (as much so, one of the com- 
missioners said, as Northamptonshire,) they would certain- 
ly be kept by her; and were not even supposed to be an ob- 
ject of discussion. 

From the forcible manner in whidi the denutnd^ that the 
U. States sli )uld keep no naval armed force on the . lakes, 
nor any military post on their shores, has been brought for- 
ward, we were induced to inquire whether this condition 
was also meant as a 5iwe qua non ? To this the British com- 
missioners declined giving a positive answer. They said 
tbatthey had been sufficiently explicit; that they had given 
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US one sine qua noUf and when we had disposed of that, it 
would be tune enough to give us an answer as Jo another. 

We then st ted that, considering the nature and impor- 
tance of the communication made this day, we wished the 
British commissioners to reduce their proposals to writing, 
betbre we gave them an answer ; this they agreed to, and 
promised to send us an official note without delay. 

We need hardly say that the demands of G. Britain will 
receive from us an unanimous and decided negative. We 
do not deem it nec^sary to detain the John Adams for the 
purpose of transmitting to you the official notes which may 
pass on the subject and close the negociation. And we 
have felt it our duty immediately to apprize you, by this 
hasty y bot correct sketch of our last conference, that there 
is not at present, aay hope of |)eace. 
We have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN a. ADAMS, I H- CLAY, . 

* J. A. BAYAllD, JON A. RUSSELL. 

A. GALLATIN, f 

Note of the Britiah commissioners. {Received c^ier the 
above letter was written.) 

The undersigned, Plenipoteatiares of his Britannic majes* 
ty, do themselves the honor of acquainting the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the U. States, that they have communicated to 
their court the result of the conference which they had the 
honor of holding with them upon the 9th inst. in which 
they stated, that they were unprovided with any specific in- 
structions, as to comprehending the Indian nations in a trea*^ 
ty of peace to be made with G. Britain, aitd as to defining a 
boundary to the Indian territory. 

The undersigned are instructed to acquaint the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the U. States, that his majesty's government hav- 
ing at the outset of the negociation, with a view to the spee- 
dy restoration of peace reduced as far as possible the number 
of points to be discussed, and having professed themselves 
billing to forego on some important topics any stipulation 
to the advantage of G. Britain, cannot but feel some surprise 
that the government of the V. States should not have fur- 
nished their Plenipotentiaries with instructions upon those 
pomts which could hardly fad to come under discussion. 
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Under ibe inability of the American Plenipoleuliarie^-y 
to dbnctude any article upon the subject of Indian pacifia- 
tion and Indian boundary^ which shall bind the govern- 
ment of the U. Slates, his majesty's government cpnceive 
that they cannot give a better proof of their sincere desire 
for the restoration of peace, tt?af» by professing tlieir willing- 
ness to accept a provisional article upon these heads, in the 
ev^nt of the American Plenij>otentiaries considering them- 
selves aoihorized to accede to the general |)rmcipleSy upon 
which such an article ought to be foundeil. With a view 
to enable the American Plejupotentiaries to decide, how 
far the conclusion of such an article is within the limit of. 
Iheir general discretion, the undersigned are directed to 
state, fully and distinctly, the basis upon which alone G. 
Britain sees any prospect of advantage in the continuance 
of ihe negociations at the present lime. 

The undersigned hava already had the honor of stating 
to the American Plenipotentiaries, that in considering the 
points above referred to, as a sine quanon of any treaty of 
peace, the view of the British government is the perma- 
nent tranquility and security of the Indian nations, and 
the prevention of those jealousies and irritations, to whicK 
the frequent alteration of the Indian limits has heretofore 
given rise. 

*" For Ihis purpose it is indispensably necessary, that the 
Indian nations who have been during the war in alliance 
with'G. Britain, should, at the termination of the war, be 
included in the pacification. 

It is equally necessary, that a definite boundary should 
be assigned to tlie Indians, and that the contracting par- 
ties should guarantee the integrity of theil territory, by a 
mutual stipulation, not to acquire by purchase, or other- 
wise, any territory within the specified limits. The British 
government are willing* to take, as the basis of an article 
on this subject, those stipulations of the treaty'of Greenville, 
subject to modifications, which relate to a boundary line. 

As the undersig)ied are desirous of stating #very point 
in coiinectiou with the subject, which may reasonably in- 
fluence tiie decision of the American Plenipotentiaries in 
the exercise of their discretion, they avail themselves of 
this opportunity to repeat what they already stated, that G. 
Britain desires tb^ revision of the frontier between her 
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not with auy view to an acquisitum of territory, as such, 
hut for the purpose of securing her possessions, and pre- 
venting futurie disputes. 

The British governn>ent, consider the h i lake 

Ontario to lake Superior, both inclusive, U aJural 

mihtary frontier of the British possessions Ame- 

rica* Aj^the weaker power on the North n con- 

tinent, the least capable of acting offensive e most 

exposed to sudden invasions, G. Britain co 3 mili- 

tary occupation of these lakes as necessary to the security 
of her dominions. A bout^dary Une equally dividing these 
waters, with a right to each nation to arm, both u|)on the 
lakes audi upon their shores, is calculated to create a con- 
test for naval ascendancy in peace as well as in war. The 
power which occupies tlipse lakes should, as a necessary 
fesult, have the military occupation of both shores. 

In furtherance of this object the British government is 
prepared to propose a boundary. But as this might be 
piscpnstructed as an intention to extend their possessions 
to the southward of the lakes, which ^s by no means the 
object they have in view, they are disposed to leave the ter- 
ritorial limits undisturbed, and as incident to them, the 
freie commercial navigation of the lakes, provided that the 
American government will stipulate not to maintain^ or 
construct, any fortifications upon, or within a limited dis- 
tance of the stores, or maintain or construct any armed ves- 
sel npon the Idkes in. question, or in the rivers which empty 
jthemselves into the same. 

If this can be adjusted,- there will then remain for dis- 
pussion the arrangement of the north western boundary 
between lake Superior and the Mississippi, the free naviga- 
tion of that river, and such a vacation of the line of frontier 
as may secure ^ direct communication between Quebec 
find Halifax. 

The undersigned trust, that the full statement which 
they have made of the views and objects of the British 
. government in requinng the pacification of the Indian /na- 
tions, and a permanent limit to their territories, will enable 
the American Plenipotentiaries to conclude a provisional 
article upon the basis above stated. Should they feel it 
pecessary to refer to the government of the U. States for 
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Astructions, the undersigned feel it incumbent up- 
-.^^^ /I to acquaint the American Plenipotentiaries, that 
tB?^veri»ment cannot be precluded by any thing that lias 
passed from varying the terms at ))resent proposed, m^sucb a 
manner, as the state of war, at the time of resuming the 
CO 'ferences, may m their judgment render advisable. 

The undersigned avail themselves of this occasion to 
renew to the Plenipotentiaries of the U. States, the assur- 
ance of their high consideration. 

GAMBIER, 
H. GOULBURN, 
W.ADAMS. * 
Glienty August 19, 1814. 

The American to' the British Commissioners, 

Ghent, August 24, 1814. 

The undersigned, ministers plenipotentiary and extraor- 
dinary from the United Statejs of America, have given^ to 
the official note which they have had the honor of receiving 
from his Britannic majesty's Plenipotentiaries the deliber- 
ate attention which the importance of its contents required, 
and have now that of transraittnig to them their answer 
on the several points to which it refers. 

They would present to the consideration of the British 
Plenipotentiaries, that lord Castlereagh, in his letter of the 
4th of November 1813, to the American Secretary of State, 
pledges the faith of the British government thnt * the} were 
willing to enter into discussion with the government of 
America for the conciliatory adjustment ot the differences 
subsisting between the two states, with an earnestidesire on 
their part to bring them to a favorable issue, upon princi- 
ples of perfect reciprocity, not inconsistent with the estab- 
lished maxims of public law, and the maritime rights of the 
British empire.* This fact alone might suffice to shew, 
t))at it ought not to have been expected that the American 
government, in acceding to this proposition, should liave 
exceeded its terms, and furnished the undersigned with in- 
structions authorising them to treat with the Briti«$h Pleni- 
potentiaries respecting Indians situated within *the bounda- 
ries of the U; Slates. That such expectation was not en- 
tertained by the British government might also have been 
inferred from the explicit assurances which the British* 
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rienipotentiaries gave, on Uie part of their government, at 
the 6rst conference which the undersigned had the honor 
of holding with them, that no events, subsequent to the first 
proposal for this negociation, ti-ad, in any manner, varied 
eitherthe disposition of the British government, that it 
might terminate in a peace honorable to both parties, or 
the terms updu which they would be willing to conclude it. 

It is well known that the differences which unhappily 
{subsist between G. Britain and the U. States, and which 
Uitimately led to the present war, were wholly of a maritime 
nature, arising principally from the British Orders in Coun- 
cil, in relation to blockades, and from the impressment of 
mariners from onboard of American vessels. — The boun- 
dary of the Indiaq tcTritory had never been a subject of 
difference between the two countries. Neither the princi- 
ples of reciprocity, the maxims of public law, nor the mari- 
time rights of the British empire, could require the perma- 
nent establishment of such a boundary. The novel pre- 
tensions now advanced couid no more have been anticipat- 
ed by the government ofxhe U. States, in forming instruc- 
tions for this negociation, than they seem to have been con- 
templated by that of G. Britain in November last, in pro- 
posing \i. Lord Castlereagh's note makes ihe termination of 
the war to depend on a conciliatory adjustment of ijje dif- 
ferences then subsisting between the two states, and in no 
other condition whatever. 

Nor could the American government have foreseen that 
G. Britain in order to obtain |>eaceforthe Indians, residing, 
within the dominions of the U. States, whom she had in- 
duced to take part with her in the war, would demand that 
they should be made parties to the treaty between the two 
nations, or that the boundaries of their lands should be per- 
manently, and irrevocably fixed by that treaty. Such a 
proposition is contrary to the acknowledged principles of 
public law, and the practice of all civilized nations, particu- 
larly of G- Britain and of the IJ. States. It is not founded 
on reciprocity. It is unnecessary for the attainment of the 
object which it professes to have in view. 

No maxim of public law has hitherto been more univer- 
sally established among the powers of Europe possessing* 
territories in America, and there is none to which G. Bri- 
Caia has more uniformly and inflexibly'adhered^ than that 



Digitized by 



Google 



320 APPENDIX* 

of suffering no interposition of a foreigrn power in the rela- 
tions between the acknowledged sovereign of the territory, 
and the Indians situated upon it. Without the admissioa 
of this priticiple, there would he no intelligible meaning 
attached to stipulations establishing boundaries between 
the dominions in America, of civilized nations possessing 
territories inhabited by Indian trii>es. — ^Whatever may be 
the relations of Indians to the nation in whose teiritory 
they are thus acknowledged to reside, they cannot be con- 
sidered as an iiidependent power by the nation which has 
made such acknowledgment. 

The territory of which G. Britain wis-hes now to dispose, 
is within the dominions of the U. States, was solemnly ac- 
knowledged by herself in the treaty of peace of 1783, 
which established their boundaries, and by which she re- 
linquished all claim to the government, propriety, and ter- 
ritorial rights Within these boundaries. No condition res- 
pecting the Indians residing therein, was inserted in that 
treaty. No stipulation similar to that now pro|K)sed is to 
be found in any treaty made by G. BritAin, or within the 
knowledge of the undersigned, by any other nation. 

The Indian tribes for which G. Britain. proposes now to 
stipulate, have, themselves, acknowledged this principle. 
By the Greenville treaty of 1795, to which the British 
plenipotentiaries have here alluded, it is expressly stipulat- 
edy and the condition htis been confirmed by every subse- 
quent treaty, so late as the year 1810, *That the Indian 
tribes shall quietly enjoy their lands, hunting, planting, and 
dwelling (Jiereon, so long as they please, without any mo- 
lestation from U)e U. States : but that when those tribes, 
or any of ihem, shall be fiis|)Osed to sell their lauds, they 
shall be sold only to ihe U. States : that until sui!h sale,' 
the U. States will |>rotect all the said Indian tribes in the 
quiet ei>jo> ment of their lands against all citizens of the 
V. States, aiid against all other vvliite persons >vho intrude 
on the same, ^ncl that the said Indian tribes again ackn(»wi- 
edge themselves to be under the protection of the said 
U. States, a td of no other power whatever.' 

That there is no recijirocity in the proposed stipulation 
is evident. l\l prohibiting G. Britain and the IT. Stales 
from purchasing lands wilhin a part of the dominions of 
the latter power, wlnle it professes to take from G. Britain 
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ft privilege tvhich she had not, it actually deprives the 
U. Slates of a right exclusively belonging to them. 

The proposition is utterly unnecessary for the purpose of 
•obtaining a paciBcation for the Indians residing withm the 
leilMtones of the IT, States. The undersijcrned have already 
had the honor of informing the British Pleno^>otentianes, 
that, under the system of liberal policy adopted by the 
U. 'Hates in their relations with the Indians withm their 
territories, tin uninterrnptecj peace had subsisted from the 
year 1795, not oii!y between the LL States and ail those 
trilMBs, but also amongst those tribes themselves for a Ion* 
ger period of time than ever had been known since the first 
settlement of North America. Against those Indians the 
U. States have neither interest nor inclination tt) contmne 
the war. They have nothing to ask of them but peace. 
Gommissroners on their part have been ap' ouited to co - 
elude it, and an armistice was actually made last autumn 
with most of those tribes. The British government uiay 
again have induced some of them to take their sid^ in the 
war, but peace with them will necessarily follow immedi- 
ately a peace with G.Britain. To a provisional article 
similar to what has been stipulated in some former treaties, 
engaging that each party will treat for the Indians within 
its territories, include them in the peace, and use its best 
endeavors to preventthem from committinghostilities against 
the citizens or subjects of the other party, the undersigned 
might assent, and rely oh the approbation and ratification 
of their government. They would also for the purpose of 
securing the duration of peace, and to prevent collisions 
i^hicb might interrupt it, propose a stipulation which 
sboukl preclude the subjects or citizens of each nation, res- 
pectively, from trading with the Indians residing within the 
territory of the other. But to surrender both the rights of 
sovereignty and of soil over nearly orte third of the territorial 
dominions of the U. States to a number of Indians not 
probably exceeding twenty thousand, the undersigned are 
so far from being instrueted or authorized, that any ar- 
rangemeitt for that {>ur|>ose would be instantaneously reject- 
ed by their governrtient. 

Not only has this extraordinary demand been made a 
sine qua non^ to be admitted without a discussion, and as 
a. preliminary basis; but it is accompanied by others 
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equally inadpfiissible, which the British Plenipptentiarteii 
state to be so connected with it, that they may reasonabljr 
influence the decision of iheundersigfned upon it, yet leav'* 
ing^ them uninformed how far these other demaods may 
aUo be insisted on as indispensable conditiona of a pieace. 

As little are the undersigned instructed or empowered to 
accede to the propositions of the British government, in re^* 
lation to the military occupation of the western jakes^ If 
they hare found the proposed interference of G. Brijtain in 
the concerns of Indians residing within the U. Sts^tes ut- 
terly incompatible with any established maxim of public 
law, they are no less at a loss to discover by what rule of 
perfect reciprocity the U. States can be required to renounce 
their equal right of maintaining a naval force upon thos^ 
lakes* and of fortifying their own fsborea* while G. Britain 
reserves exclusively the corresponding rights to herself. 
That in point of military preparatiout G. Britain in her pos- 
sessions in North America^ ever has been in a cpnciiitipn to 
be termed, with propriety, the weaker power in compari-« 
son with th^ U. Slates, the undersigned believe to be incor- 
rect in point of fact. In regard to the fortificatiott of the 
shores, and to the forces actually kept on foot uppn those 
frontiers, they believe the superiority to have always beem 
on the sideot G. Britain. If the proposal todismar^(le the 
forts upon her shores, strike for ever her military ^gopoo 
her lakes; ami lay her whole frontier defenceless in the pre- 
sence of her armed and fortified neighbor, had proceeded 
not from G. Britain to the U. States, but from the U. States 
to G. Britnin, the undersigned may satiety appeal to the 
bosoms of his Britannic majesty's Plenipotentiaries for the 
feelings with which, not on^y in regard to the intei*ests, bafc 
th^ honor of their natioiv, they would have» received such a 
proposal. Whf^t would G. Britain herself say,, if in rela- 
tion to another fr(;»ntier, where she has the acknowledged 
superiorily of sitrengthi it were proposed that she should b^ 
redupced to a condition even ol equality with the U^ States. 

Th^ und^sign^d further perceive that under tbe,alledg- 
ed purpose of .opening a^ direct communication betweea 
two of the British provinces in America, the British gov- 
erniDent requjrq a cession of territory formii>g^ ^ part of otie 
of the states of the Ainerican union, c^ud that tliey propotse,. 
withput purpose specificiilly alledged, to draw th^ boundary 
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Ihie westward, not from the lake of the Woods, as it now 
isj bat from lake Superior* It must be perfectly immaterial 
to the U. States, Whether the object of the British govern- 
ment, in demanding the disaiemberment ot the U. States 
is tb acquire territory, as such, or for purposes less liable, 
ill the eyes of the world, to be ascribed to the desire of ag- 
grandizement. Whatever the motive may be, and with 
.whatevGi- consistency views of conquest may be disclaimed, 
while demanding for herself, or for the Indiansi, a cession 
of territory more extensive thlin the whole island of Great- 
Britain, the duty marked out for the undersigned is the 
i^ame. They have no authority to cede any part of the ter» 
ritoryof theU. States, and to no stipulation to that effect 
will they subscribe. 

The conditions proposed by G. Britain have no relation 
to the subsisting differences • between the two countries : 
they are inconsistent with acknowledged principles of pub- 
lic law ; they are founded neither on reciprocity nor on any 
of the usual bases of negociation, neither on that ofultipos^ 
sidetis, or of status ante bdlum : they would inflict the most 
tital injury on the U. States, by dismembering their 
territory, by arresting their natural growth and in* 
crease of population, and by leaving their northern and 
western frontier equally exposed to British invasiop and to 
Indian aggression ; they are, above all, dishonorable to the 
U. States, in demanding from them to abandon territory 
and a portion of their citizens, to admit a foreign interfer- 
ence in their domestic concerns, and to cease to exercise 
their natural rightsr on their own shores and in their own 
Waters. A treaty concluded on sn^b terms would be but 
an armistice. It cannot be supposed that America wou-d 
long submit to conditions so injurious and degrading. It 
is impossible, io the natural course of eveiits, that she should 
not, at the first favorable opportuiiity, recur to arms, for the. 
recovery of her territory, of her rights, of her honor. In- 
stead of setthng existing differences, such a peace would 
(ynly create new causes of war, sow the seeds of a perma-. 
nent hatred, and lay the foundation of hostilities for an in- 
definite period. 

Essentially pacific from her political institutions, from 
the habits of her citizens, from her physical situation, Ame- 
rica reluctantly engaged in the war. She wishes for 
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peace ; but she wishes for it upon those terms of recipro- 
city , honorable to both countriesy which csm alone render it 
permanent. The causes of the war bet%veen the U. Stales 
aiui G. Britain having disappeared by the maritio^ pacific 
cation of Europe, the government ot* the LL States does 
uot desire to continue it, in det'etice of abstract principles^ 
which have for the present, ceased to have any praetical 
effect. Tlie undersigned have been, accordingly in^ruct^ 
eii to agree to its terminsltion, both parties restoring what* 
ever territory they may have taken, and both reservmg ail 
their rights, in relation to their respective seam^i^ T« 
make the peac^ between the two nations solid and p^ma- 
iie I, the undersigned were also instructed^ and have been 
prepared to enter into the most amicable discussion of all 
those points on which diifenences or uncertainty had exist- 
e(J, and which might hereafter tend in any degree whater-r 
er lo 1 Interrupt the harmony of the two comitries, without, 
however, making the conclusion of the peace at all depend 
ijpoii a successtul result of the discussion. 

It is, therefore, with deep regret, that the undersigned 
have seen that other views are entertain^d by the Bntish 
government, and that new and unexpected pretensions ai*e 
raised, which, if persisted ni, must oppose an insuperable 
obstacle lo a pucification. It is not necessary to refer such 
demands to the iVinencan governrnent for its instruction. 
Thev Will only be a til subject qt deliberation, when it be- 

^ comes necessary to decide upon the expedieiicy ot an abso-* 

' |lite surrender otiiatioiial independence, 

Tne uiiderNiigaed request the British Plenipotentiaries 
to accept llie assnranrc oi their high esteem. 

JOHN Q ADAMS, I JONA. RUSSELI4, 
J. A B YARD, A. GALLATIN. 
, H. CLAY, 

7'^e British to tlie 4vfi>erican Commisswner^. 

Gat NT, hept 4, 1814 
The u dersigned have the honor to acknowledge the 
rjpceipt of Ihejiote of the American Plenipotentiaries, dated 
the 24th uitimo. 

b IS with unfeigned regret that the undersigned observe, 
both in the tone and substance of the whole note, so little 
proui of any disposition on t .e part or the gpvernment of 
{be U. iStatesto enter into au amicable disctlpsion of thfl 
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i^v^rat points submitted by the undersigned in their former 
coiiituuuicaiion. The undersigned are perfectly aware, 
that in bnngnig forward those points for consideration, ancl 
statiog with so much frankness, as they did, the views with 
which they were pro[)osed, they departed from the usual 
course of negociating, by disclosuig all the objects of tlieir 
go\ertmient, while those which the American government 
had in view were withheld: but in so* doing they were 
pruicipaUy actuated by a desire of bringing the negocia- 
tion as suoii as possible to a favorable termination, aiid in 
some measure by their willingness to comply with the wish- 
^ expressed by the American Plenipotentiaries themselves. 

It is pertectly true that the war between his majesty and 
the U. States, was declared by the latter power upon the 
pretence of maritime rights alledged to be asserted by G, 
Britam, and disputed by the U. States. 

Ii tbe war thus declared by the U. States had been car- 
ried on by them for objects purely of a maritime nature, or 
if the attack whxli has been made on Canada had been for 
the purpose ot diversion, or the way of defence against the 
Br^ish forces in that quarter, any question as to the boun- 
daries ot Canada, might have been considered as unneces- 
sary; but it is notorious to the whole world that the con- 
Siiest of Canada, and its permanent annexation to the 0. 
tates, was the declared ol>ject of the American govern- 
ment. If m consequence ot a different course of events on 
the continent of Europe, his majesty's -government had 
been unable to reinforce the British armies in Canada, and 
ttie U. States had obtained a decided superiority in that 
quarter, is there any person who doubts that they would 
have availed themselves of their situation to obtain on the 
side oi Canada importaiit cessions of territory, if not the en-^ 
%iye . baiidonmtent of that country by G. Britain R Is. the 
Anierican government to be allowed to pursue, so far as 
its meaus will enable it^ a system of acquisition and aggran- 
dizement to the extent of annexing entire provinces to their 
dominions, and is his m^esty to b6 precluded from avail- 
ing himself of his means, so F^ir as they will enable him, to 
retain those points which the valor of British arms may* 
have placed in his f>ower, t>ecause they happen to be situat- 
ed within the territories aj lotted under former treaties to 
Jbe goverameut ot the U. States ? 
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Such a principle of negociation was never avowed ante* 
cedent to that of the revolutionary government of France. 

If the policy of the U. States had been essentially pa- 
cific, as the American Plenipotentiaries assert it ought to 
be, from their political institutions, from the habits of their 
citizens, and from their physical situation, it might not have 
been necessary to propose the precautionary provisions now 
under discussion. That, of late years at least, the Ameri- 
can government have been influenced by a very different 
policy : by a spirit of aggrandizement not nfecessary to their 
own security, but increasing with the extent of their em- 
pire, has been too clearly manifested' by their progressive 
occupation of the Indian territories; by the acquisition of 
Louisiana : by the more recent attempt to wrest by force of 
arms from a nation in amity, the two Ftoridas : and, lastly, 
by the avowed Intention of permanently Annexing the Cau- 
adas to the U. States. 

If, then, the security of the British North American do- 
minions requires ar^ sacrifices on the part of the U. States, 
they must be ascribed to the declared policy of that govern- 
ment in making the war not one orself defence, nor for the 
redress of grievances, real or pretended, but a part of a sys- 
tem of conquest and aggrandizement. 

The British government in its present situation, is bound 
in doty to endeavor to secure its North American domin- 
ions against those attempts at conquest, which the Ameri- 
can government have avowed to be a principle of their 
policy, and which as such will undoubtedly b* renewed, 
whenever any succeeding war between the two countries 
shall afford a prospect of renewing them with success. 

The British Plenipotentiaries proposed that the military 
possesion of the lakes, from lake Ontario to lake Superior, 
should be secured to G. Britain, because the command of 
those lakes would afford to the American government the 
meansof commencing a war in the heart of Canada, and 
because the command of them, on the part of G. Britain, 
has been shewn by experience to be attended with no inse- 
curity to the U. States. 

When the relative strength of the two powers in North 
America is considered, it should be recollected that the 
British dominions in that quarter do not contain a popula- 
tion of five hundred thousand souls, whereas the territory of 
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the tf. States contains a population of more than seven mil- 
lions ; that the naval resources of the U. States ^r^ at hs^nd 
for attack, and that the naval resources of G. Britaia are oil 
the other side of the Atlantic. 

The Qfiilitary possession of those lakes is not, therefore! 
Iiecessary for the protection of the U. States. 

The proposal for allowing the territories on the souther^ 
hanks of the lakes above mentioned to remain in the pos- 
session of the government of the U. Stalei^, provided no 
fpriifics^tions should be erected on the shores, and no arina- 
tnent permitted on the waters, has been made, for the pur- 
pose of manifesting, that security and not acqnisition of tb^ 
territory is the object of the British government, and that thej 
h?ve no desire to throw obstacles in the way of any com- 
tnerce which the people of the [T. States npiay be desiropy 
of carrying on upon the lakes in time of peace. 
. Tbe undersigned, with the anxious wish, to rectify all 
misunderstanding, have thus more fully explained tho 
grounds upon which they brought forward the propositions 
conts^ined i^ their former note respecting the boundaries of 
the British dominions in North America. 

Th^y do not wish to insist upon them beyond^ >vhat the 
circiimstances may fairly require. They are ready, amica^ 
biy to discuss the details of them with a view to the adop- 
tion of any modifications which the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries, or their government, may have to suggest, if they arc 
npt incompatible with the object itself. 

With respect to the boundary of the district of Maine, 
and that ot the north wesitern frontier of the U. States, the 
undersigned were not prepared to anticipate the objections 
contained in the note of the American Plenipotentiaries, 
* that they were instructed to treat for the revison of their 
boundary lines,' with tbe statement which they have subse- 
quently made, that they had no authority to cede any part^ 
however insignificant, of the territories of the U. Stales, al- 
though the proposal left it open to them to demand aa 
equivalent for such cession either in frontier or otherwise. 

The American Plenipotentiaries must be aware that the 
boundary of the District of Maine hasneyer been correctly 
ascertained ; that the one asserted at present by the Ameri- 
can government, by which the direct communication be-^ 
t^iveen Halifax and Quebec becomes interrupted, was not 
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in contemplalioii of the BVitish Plenipofenliafies who- con-* 
claded the treaty of 178?i, and thut the greater pkrt of the 
territory in question is actually unoccu|iied. 

The iuidersigned are persuaded that an aiTan^ement ori 
this point uiigrht be easily made, if entered into with the 
spirit of conciliation, without any prejudice to the interests 
6f the district in question. 

As the necessity of fixing some boundary for the north 
western frontier has been mutually acknowledgifd, a propo- 
sal for a discussion on that subject cannot be 'considered as 
a demand for a cession of territory, unless the U. States 
are prepared to assert that there is !»o linnl to their territo- 
ries in that direction, and that availing themselves of the 
geographical error upon which that part of the treaty of 
1783 was founded, they will acknowledge no bomidary 
whatever, then unquestionably any proposition to fix one, be- 
it what it may, must be considered as demanding a large 
cession of territory from the U. States. 

Is the American government prepared to assert such an 
unlimited right, so contrary to the evident intention of the 
treaty itself? Or, is his majesty's 'governnient to understand 
that the American Plenipotentiaries are willing to acknow- 
ledge the boundary from the lake of the Woods to the Mis- 
sissippi (the arrangement made by a convention in 1803, 
but not ratified) as that by which their go\ernment is ready 
to abide ? 

The British Plenipotentiaries are instructed to accept 
favorably such a proposition, or to discuss any other line of 
boundary which may be submitted tor consideration. " 

it is with equal astonishment and rt gret the undersign- 
ed find that the American Plenipotentiaries have not only 
deblined signing any provisional article, by which the In- 
dian nations who have taken part w th G* Britain in the 
present contest may be included in the peace, and may 
have a boundary assigned to them, but have also thought 
proper to express surprise at any proposition on the sub- 
ject having been advanced. 

The American Plenipotentiaries state, that their gov- 
ernment could not have expected such a discussion, and 
appear resolved, at once, to reject any proposition on this 
head ; representing it as a demaiui contrary to tlie acknowU 
€dged principles of public law, tantan^ount to a cession of 
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one third of the terrilariat'dbmrntcNis of the U. Slates, &nd 
required to be admitted without dis(^»ioii. • » • 

The proposition which is IhiLs represented is, that the 
Indian nations, which have been during the war iii alliauce 
with G. Britain, should at its teroiination be included in the 
pacification ; and with a view to their) permanent tranquil- 
ity and scjcurity, that the British government is willing to 
take as a basis of an article ou the subject of a boundary 
for those nations, the stipuJations which the American gov- 
ernment contracted in 1795, subject, however, to modiftca- 
lions,. . . . , / ' * 

After the declaration, publicly made to thgse Indiau 
nations :hy the Governor Gen. of Canada, that^ G. Britain 
would not des^t tbeai, could the Anaencan goveniment 
resdly persuade itself that oo proposiiion retathigto those 
nations would b.e advanced, and did lord CastlereagIVs 
note of the 4tb Nov, 1813, imply so great a sacrifice of 
honor, or exclude from discussion every subject, es:cept 
what immediatdy related to the marititne questions refer^ 
red to in it ? ; i 

. When the undersigned assured the American Plenipo- 
tentiaries of the anxious wish of the British government 
that the negociation might terminate in a. peace honorable 
to both parties, it coidd not have been imagined that the 
American Plenipotentiaries w()uld thence conclude, that 
bis majesty's government was prepared to abandon the In- 
dian nations to their fate, nor could: it have been foreseen 
that the American government would have considered it as 
derogatory to its honor to admit a pi*o position- by which the 
tranquility of these nations might be seciired. . 

The treaty of Greenville established the boundaries be^ 
tween the IT, States and the Indian nations. The Ameri- 
can Pleuipotentis^ries must be aware, that the war which 
has since broken out, has, abrogated that treaty. Is it con-< 
trary to the established principles of public law^r the Bri- 
tish government to propose, on behalf of its'alliesy that thiisi 
treaty^ shall on the pacilication, be considered subject to 
such modifications as the case may render necessary P Or 
is it unreasonable to propose, that this, stipulation should 
be aQieuded,/and that on that foundatiori some arrange-^ * 
ment shonldj bs^ u^ade whi<^h would provide for. the exist* 
ence of t> neii^ralt pow!er JMiv een O. : Britain and^he Urlited 
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States, balculated to secure to boib a longer continiiaiyce of 
the blessings of peace ? 

So far was that specific proposition respecting the Indian 
boundaries from being insisted upon in the note, or in the 
conference which preceded it, as one to be admitted with- 
out discussion, thai it would have been difficult to i^e term* 
of greater latitude, ^or which appeared more adapted, nol 
only not to preclude but to invite discussion. 

If the basis proposed could convey aw ay one third of the 
territory of the U. States, the American government itself 
must have conveyed' it away by the Greenville treaty of 
178&. 

It is impossible to read that treaty without remarking 
how incoDsistent the present pretensions of the AuAerican 
government are, with its preamble and provisions. The 
boundary line between the lands of the U. States and those 
of the Indian nations, is therein expressly defined. The 
general character of the treaty, is that of a treaty with inde^ 
pendent nations y and the very stipulation which the Amer* 
lean Plenipotentiaries refer to, that the Indian nations 
should siell tbeir lands only to the U. States, tends to prove 
that, but for that stipulation,, the Indians hftd a general rights 
to dispose of then. 

The American government has now for the first time 
in effect, declared that all Indian nations within its line of 
demarkation are its subjects, living there upon sufferance, 
on lands which it also claims the exclusive right of ac<|uir' 
kig, thereby menacing the final extinction of those nations. 

Against such a s\stem the undersigned miist formally 
protest. The undersigned repeat, that the terms on which 
the proposition haa been made for assigniuj^ to the Indian 
nations some boundaiy,^ manifest no unwillingness to dis- 
cuss any other proposition directed to the same object, or 
even a modification of that which is offered.^ G. Britain is 
ready to enter into the same engagements with respeet to 
the Indians living within her line of demarkation,^ as that 
which is proposed to the. U. States^ Jt can therefore, only 
be from a complete misapprehension of the proposition, 
that it can be represented as being not reciprocal. Neith- 
er can it with any truth, be represented as contrary to the 
acknowedged principles of public law, as derogatory to 
Hie lumor^ or inconsistent with the rights of the American 
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j^overameut, nor as a demand required to foe admitted 
without discussion. 

After this full exposition of the sentiments of his majesty^s 
Ipovernment on the points above stated, it wilt be im the 
American Plenipotentiaries to determine whether they are 
ready now to continue the negociation ; whether they are 
disposed to reefer to their government for further instmc- 
tions ; or, lastly, whether they will take upon themselves 
the responsibility of breaking off the negociation altogether. 
The undersigned request the American Plenipotentia- 
ries to accept the assurances of their high consideration. 

GAMBIER, 
H. G0DLBUJ15?, 
-- W.ADAMS, t 

The Am&ican to the British Cmnmissioners. 

Ghent, Sept. 9th, 18I4* r 
The undersigned have had the honor to receive the not|9 
*f his Britannic majesty's Plenipotentiaries, dated the 4\3^ 
instant. If iii the tone, or substance of the former >^ote cjf 
the undersigned, the British commissioners have perceiye^ 
little proof of any disposition on the part of the Am^ricaa 
^government, for a discussion of some of the propp^Ltion^ 
advanced in the first note, which the undersigned had the^ 
iionor of receiving from theiii, they will ascnbe it to tb^^ 
nature of the propositions themselves, to their apparent in-r 
compatibility with the assurances in lord Cs|stlereagh*s let^ 
ter to the American secretary of state, proposing ):.he ne^ 

F[>ciation, and with the solemn assurances of the Pi^itisU 
tenipotentiaries themselves, to the undersigned, at thpir 
first conference with them. 

The midersigned, in reference to an observation of the 
British Plenipotentiaries, must be allowed to say, that the 
objects which the government of the U. States had^in viewA 
have not been withheld. 

The subjects considered as suitable for discussion weiie 
fairly brought forward, in the conference of the 9th ult. 
and the terms on which the U. States were willing to con*' 
elude the peace, were frankly and expressly declared i» 
the note of the undersigned, dated the 24th ultimo. It h^^, 
^been confidently hoped that the nature of those t^rms, $a 
evidently framed in a spirit of conciliation,, wo^d h^^ 
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indncerl G. Britain to adopt them uirttie basis of a treaty ; 
and |t is with deep regret that the undersigned^ if they have 
righwj undei-Rtood the meaning of the last note of the Bri- 
tish rlenipotenliaries, perceive that Ihey still insist on the 
exclusive military possession of the lakes, and on a penna-* 
nent boundary and independent territory for the Indians 
residmg within the dominions of the U. States. 

The first demand is grounded on thtf supposition, that 
the American government has manifested, liy its proceed- 
ings tpwards Spain, by the acquisition of Louisiana, by 
the purcliases of Indian lands, and by an' avowed intention 
of permanently annexing the Caiia^las to the U. States, 
9 spirit of aggrandizement and conquest, which justifies 
the demand of extraordinary sacrifices from them, to pro- 
yide for the security of the British possessions in America. 

Iii^observations which the undersigned felt it their duly 
to make on the new demands of tlie British government, 
they confined their animadversions to the nature of the de- 
tiiands themselves ; they did not seek for illustrations of 
the policy of G. Britain in her conduct, in various quarters 
of the -globe, towards other nations, for she was not ac- 
countable to the U. States. Yet the undersigned will say, 
thftt their government" has ever been ready to arrange, in 
the most' amicable manner, with Spain, Ihcf questions re- 
$piBOting' thie boun^daries of Louisiana, and Florida, and 
thdtoflfce: iiidemnities acknowledged by Spain due to 
iim^rfcan 'Citizehs. How the peaceable acquisition of 
Loiili^iina, or the .purchase of lands within the acknow- 
ledgeif territories of th^ U. Stales, both made by fair and 
'i^oluhlarjj treaties for satisfactory equivalents, can be as-, 
cribed to a spirit of conquest dangerous to their neighbors, 
thfe^ undersigned are altdgether at a loss to underistand.: 

Nat^ has the conmtest of Canada, and Its permanent an- 
hexarioft to (he U. 'Stsitesi* be^n the declared' object of th^ir 
government. From the commencement of the war to the 
present time, the Americto government has* been always 
willing to make pea«;e,witbo6t' oUainifig any ce^ion of 
territoiy, and on the sole e^ndition that the tnaritime ques- 
tions might be sati^factbrily arranged. Such wasUheir 
dW{)6sition 'in themoiitH df July, 1812, when they instruct- 
eid Mfi RusseW to make the proposal of an armistice; in 
th|3«imairfb-of October of the same year, M'hen Mr. Mon- 
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roe answered Add) iral Warren^s proposals i# the same 
effect; in April, 4813, wjien instructions were given to 
Ihr^e of the undersigned. then appointed to treat of peace, 
under ithe mediation of Russia; and in January, 1814, 
when the instructions nnder which tbte undersigned are 
now acting, were prepared. 

The proposition of the British Plenipotentiaries is, that, 
inordep to seciare the frontier of Canaddi against attack, 
the U. States should leave their own without defence; 
and it seems to be forgotten, that if their superior popula- 
tion, and the proximity of their resources give them any 
advantage in that quarter^ it is balanced by the great dif- 
ference between the military establish nients of the two na- 
tions. ' No i^ndden invasion of Canada by the.U. States, 
could be made, witliout leaving on their Atlantic shores, 
and on the ocean, exposed to the. great superiority of the 
British force, a mass of American property far more val- 
uable than Canada. In her relative superior force to that 
ef the U- States in every other quarter, G, Britain may find 
a pledge much more eiBcaciQas for the safety of a jingle . 
vulnerable pomt, than in stipulations ruinous to the inter- 
ests, and degrading to the« nonor of America. The best 
security for the possessions of both countries will, howev- 
er, be found iti an equal and solid peace; in a mutual re- 
spect for the rights of each other, and in the cultivation of 
a/riendly understanding between them. If .there be any 
source of jealousy in relation to Canada itself, it will be 
found to exi^t solely in the undue interference of traders 
dnd agents, which may be easily removed by proper re- 
straints: . , • , 

Tire only. American forts oh the lakes known to have 
been, at the commencement .of the. negoctation^.held by 
Bri);ish force, are Michilimackinac and Niagai*a.^ As the 
U, States were, at tliesame time, in possession of Amherst- 
burgi and *tlie adjacent cfountry, it is dot perceived that the 
mere Occupation of those two forts could ^ive any. clainl to 
bis* Britannic majesty U>4argecessionsof territory, found- 
ed upon the right of conquest ; and 'the /undersigned may 
be permitted to ajdd, that even if the chances of war should 
yield to the British^ arms a momentary possession of other, 
parts oCthe territories of the U. States, such events would 
not alter their views witb regard to the terms of peace to 
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ivbich thty woold give their consent Without reearnng^ 
to examples drawn from the revolutionary f overnmeiit^ of 
France, or4o a more recent and illustrious triumph of for- 
titude in adversity, they have been taught by their own 
history that the occupation of their principal cities would 
produce no despondency, nor induce their submission 
to the dismeml)erment of their empire, or to the abandon- 
i^eut of any one of the rights which constitute a pa^ of 
their national independence. 

The general positicfti, that it was consistent with the 
principles of public ktw, and with the practice of civilized 
nations, to include allies in a treaty of peace, and to pro- 
vide for their security, never was called in question by the 
undersigned. But they have denied the right of G. Bri- 
tain, according to those principles and her own practice, to 
interfere in any manner with the Indian tribes residing with- 
in the territories of the U« States, as acknowledged by her- 
aelf, to consider such tribes as her allies, or to treat for 
them with the U. Stales. They will net repeat the facttf 
end arguments already brought forward by them in sup- 
port of this position, and which remain unansw^ed. The 
observations made by the British Plenipotentiaries on the 
treaty of Greenville, and tt^ir assertion that the U« States 
iK>w, for the first time, deny the absolute independence of 
the Indian tribes, and claim the exclusive right of purchas- 
ing their Inndsy -require, however, some notice 

If the U. States had now asserted, that the Indians with- 
in their boundaries, who have acknowledged the U. States 
as their only protectors were their subjects,. living only at 
sufferance on their lands, far from being the first in niaking 
that assertion, they would only have followal tfie example 
on the principles, uniformly and invariably asserted in sub* 
atance, and frequently nvowed in expresa terms by the Bri- 
tish govemm^it itself^ What was tlie meaning of all ' the 
colonial diartens granted by the Britkh monarchy, from 
that of Virginia, by filizab^h, to thab of Gi^orgia, by the 
immed4at6 predecessor of the present king^ if the Indiana 
vfere the sovereigns and [proprietors of the lands bestowed 
iyj^ those charters P What was the meaning of that article ia 
the treaty of Utrecht, by which the fixre natkms'V^eri^ de- 
scribed, in terms, as subject to the dominions of G« Britain^? 
oi' that of the treaty with the Gherokees, by whicfa it wi^ 
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declared that the king of G* Britain )ip*anted them theprivU 
ledgeto live where they pleased, iftliosesabjeet» were in* 
dependent sovereigns, and if these tenants, at the licence of 
the British king, were the righttol lords of the lands where 
he granted them permission to live ? What was the mean-^ 
ing of tliat pi*oclamation Of his present Britannic majesty^ 
issned in 1763, declaring all purchase of lands from the 
Indians null and void, unless made 1^ treaties held under 
the sanction of his majesty's government, if the Indians had 
the right to sell their lands to whom they pleased ? What 
was, the meaning of boundary lines of American territories, 
in all treaties of G. Britain with other European powers 
havmg American possessions, particularly in the treaty of 
1763, oy which she acquired from France the scfvereignty 
and possession of the Canadas ; in her treaty of peace with 
the U. States in 1783 ; nay, what is the ; meaning of the 
north western boundary line now pi*oposed by the British 
commis^oaers themselves, if it is the rightful possessioii 
and sovereignty of independent Indians, of which these, 
boundaries dispose ? Is it indeed, necessary to ask, whether 
G. Britain ever has permitted, or would permit, any for* 
eign nation, or without her consent, any of her subjects, to 
acquire lands from the Indians^ in the territories of theHad<^ 
son bay company. Or in Canada? In formally protesting 
against this system, it is not against a novel pretension of 
the American government, it is against the most solemn 
^cts of their own sovereigns, against the royal proclama:^ 
tions, charters, and treaties of G. Bitain, for more than 
two centuries, from the first settlemement of North Ameri- 
ca to the . present day, that the British Fienipoteiitiaries 
protest. 

, From the rigor of this system, however, as practised by 
G. Britain, and all other European powers in An9erica,the 
humane and liberal policy of the U^ States has voluntai*ily 
relaxed. A celebrated writer on the laws of nations^ to 
whoseauthority British jurists have taken particular satisfac^ 
tion in appealing, after stating, in the most explicit man^ 
ner, the legitimacy of colonial settienients in Am^ica, the 
exclusion of all rights oF uncivilized Indian tribes, hastak« 
en o^QBmon to praise thefitist settlers of New*Etigland, and 
tfac^ founder ofPennsylvania* in having purchased of the In^ 
dians the lands they resolved to cvltivate/ notwithstanding. 
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their being furnished i with a charter from their sovereign. 
It is Uiis example, which the U. States, since they became 
by tb/eir iodepeodeace, the sovereigns of the territory, have 
adopted apd org^ized into a pqiiticul system. Under 
that system, the Indians Residing within the U« States are 
so far independeat that they live under their own customs, 
and not under the laws of the U. States, that their rights 
upon the lands wb^e they inhabit, or hunt, are secured to 
them by boundaries defined in amicabie treaties between 
the U. States aud thentselve.s ; aiul tiiat whenever those 
boundaries, were varied, it is also by amicable and volunta- 
ry treaties, by which they receive frpnj the U. Stales ample 
compensation for every right they have to the lands ceded 
to them* Theyare so far dependent as not to. have, the right 
to dispose of th^r lands to pnvate pe; sons, nor to any pow- 
er other Ihan the U* States, and to be under their protec- 
tion aloue, and not under that of any other power. Whe- 
ther calied subjects, cr by whatever name designated, such 
is the relation between them and the U. Slates. — That rela- 
tou is neither asserted now for the iirsttime, nor did it ori- 
ginate with the treaty of Greenville. These principles have 
been uniformly recognized by the Indians themselves, not 
.only by that treaty, but in all the other previous as well ^s 
subsequent treaties between them and the U. States. 

The treaty of Greenville neither took from the Indians 
th^ right, which they had pot, pf selling lands with i;i the 
jurisdiction of the U. States to foreign, governments or sub- 
jects> nor ceded to them the right of exerci;si,ng exclusive, 
jurisdiction withia tb/e boundary line assigned. It was 
merely declaratory of the public law in relation to the par- 
tis, founded on principles previously anduniversallyj'ecog- 
iiized. It left to the U, States the rights of exercising sov- 
ereignty and of acquiring soil, and bears no analogy to. the 
proposition of G. Britain which requires the aba^idonment 
•fboth. 4 <. 

Tne British Plenipoteutiaties stale in their lust note, that 
G. Britain is ready to enter itito th^ same engagement with 
respect to the Indians living within her line of (kmarkationj 
as that .whiiih is proposed tp .the U» J^tftes.rr-'The .4nde/- 
sign^d wiill not .dwell on tii^iimnieMse inequality of valvje 
between the two t^jrA.tprietu iWl^ch.M«dqr such an ai:rangpr 
meut, would be ai^igned^ i^j(: e^t^hlnitioy Ae^'peclivel^yi to thp 
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iirdlans, and which alone would make thm reciprocity roere^ 
ly nominal. The condition which wo4iid be thus imi^osod 
on-G- Britain not to acquire lands iu Canada from the In- 
dians, would be productive of no advanlage to the 
U. States* and is, lher<^fore, no equivalent for the sacri^ 
fiee required of them. They do not consider that it beloogsi 
to the LT. States in any respect t0 interfere with the ootw 
cems cJf G; Britain in her American poMsesstons, or with 
her policy towards the Indians residing* there: and tfi^ 
c^annot consent to any interference, on the part of G. Bri* 
tain, with iheir own concerns, and particularly with th^ 
Indians living within their territories. It may be the inter- 
est of G. Britain to limit her settlemeVits in Canada to their 
present extent, and to leave the country to the West a per* 
petda) wilderness, to be for ever inhabited by scattered 
tribes of huntf^rs : Init it would inflict a vital injury on* the 
U. States to have a line fuirthrou^h her territory, beyond 
which her settlements shoeld for ever be pi*eckided from 
extending, thereby arresting the natural growth of her po* 
pnlalion and strength; placing the Indians substantiady by 
virtue of the proposed guarantee, under the protection of 
Gi Britain ; doonnng them to perpetual barbarism, am} 
leaving an extensive frontier for ever exposed to their savr 
age incursions. 

Wrth respect to the mere question of peace with the In# 
diaii8,the undersigned have- already explicitly assured th* 
British Plenipotentiaries that sd far as it depended on the 
U. States, it would immediately and necessarily follow ft 
peace with G. Bntain, It' this be her sole object, no pro* 
Vision in the treaty to that pflec*t is necessary. Provided 
the Indians will now consein to it, peace will imtnediitely 
be made with them, and they will be reinstated irTihesaiiie 
situation in which they stood before the commencement of 
hostilities. Should a continuance of tb6 war compel the 
U. States 'to altler their policy toward» the Indians, Who 
may still tak^ the part of G. Britain, they alone must he re-^ 
sponsible for tWe consequences of her own act in havhig in* 
duced them to withdraw themselves from the projection o/ 
the U. States. The em ploy nierft of savages, whose knowa 
rule of warfare is the indiscriminale torture and butchery 
<>f women, children, tmd prisoner^, is itsett'a departure froM 

4a , ; . i 
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the principles of iMJitiaUity observe^l beUveen all civilized 
iMid Christian uations^ even lu war^ 

- JTlie U. Slates have constantly protested, and still pro- 
ieiit ngaiiist ;t as aa unjustiiiable aggravaiionof the calami- 
lies and horrors ot* >%ar.— 01 the pecoiiar atrocities of In- 
dian warfare, the allies of G. Britain in \rbose behalf she 
HOW deauinds sacrifices of the U. States, have during the 
present war, idievvn many deplorable examples. Among: 
them, the i»assacre in cold blood, of wounded prisoners, 
and Ujerefusal of the riglits of burial to the dead, under the 
#yes of British officers who could .oi^ly plead their inability 
to control these savage auxiliaries,. have been repeated and 
are notorious lo the woikL The U. States might at all 
tmies bive^^mployed the same kind of force agiainst G. 
Brilain,.lo a greater exteut than it was- in her power to em- 
ploy it against them ; but from their reluctance to resort to 
means so abhorrent to the natural feelings of humanity, 
Jthey abstained from the use of ibem until compelled to the 
ulteroative of eoiployin^ themselves Indians, who other- 
wise would have been drawn into ihe ranks of their ene- 
mies. The ivuderjiigiied snggesling lo (he British Pleni- 
poterdiaries the propriety of an articl« by which G. Britaiu 
aiid the U^ States shoukl reci|)roGally slipuiale never here- 
after, if they should be again at war, to employ savages in 
itifbelifeire. Uiat it woiild be infinitely more honorable!^ the 
hu^uanity ai)d Christian temper of both parties, more ad- 
vantageous lo theXndiiuis themselvesv and b^^tter adapted 
jko, secure their permanent peace, tranquility, and progres- 
«ii;ve civilization, than the boundairy proposed by the British 
Fle^iipoi^tntiaries, ^ . 

V : With regard to the cession of a part of the District of 
jyiauie,.a» to which the British Plenipotentiaries are^unablc 
to reconeije l.he objections ma^e by the undersigned wilb 
ikmv previous decWation, they have the hon6r to observe,, 
tlife^ at the conference of the Wh ult. the British PJeuipoten- 
tiw'ies Mi^ttid as one of the subjects. s^tabletW* discussion,. 
Ufrevtsioi* of ibe boptidary line between the British and 
AmericavU terrilorjesf . with a view to prevent uneertainiy 
nnd dispute ;« and that it was on the point thus stated, that 
the undei'sjgt^d declared that they we^e. provided with in- 
structions from their governmenl; a declaration w^cii^ 
did not imply that they were instructed lo make any ce^ 
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i^on oflerrilofy in any <jnartA*,oragr^io a r^vifiSn of the 
line, or to any exchange -bf territory, where no uncertainty 
or dispute existed. » 1 

The undftTsigned perceive no nncertaintj or matter «^f 
doubt in the treaty of 1783, with respect to that part of thS^ 
(boundary oiUhe District of Mnne which would be affect- 
ed by the pr<iti>osal of G« Britain on that subject* *They: 
itever bax'e understood thai the British Pienipotcnliane« 
who signed that tjreaty, ha<l coi^eniplated a bound^iry <lit- 
ferent from that fixed by the treaty ; and which re(|Qire» 
rtothin^ more, in ordef to be definitely ascertanied, lltao to 
besurvey-ed in conformity witli its provisions. Thisrsub- 
jectivot having been a matter of uncertainty or dispdle, 
the amlerfiigfiied are not instructed upon it; and they carr 
kft\eno authority to cede any part of the state 6f Massa- 
chusetts even for»what the British govei wment might con^ 
sfderti fair equivalent. ! 

• In regard to theboundary of the north w^estern frontier. 
So sdlh as (he proposithun of Indian boundary iafdvs()osed: 
<!>f, the^unilersignsd ha\e no objection, with (he explana- 
tion given by the British Pjenipotenliaries in their la^gt 
note, to ^discuss the subject. • j 

* The fiadersigned in their former noie, staled witlrfraak*- 
ness, and will nou^ r4?peat, that the two propositionji, Ist; ^M 
tissigning in the proposed treaty of peace a detinite^bann^ 
dary to the Indians'living within the limits of the UJSta*e«,' 
beymvd' which l>oundary they should stipulate nottoacquire^ 
feypurchase or otherwise, any territory ; and 2dly,of securiug 
the exclusive «iditary possession df the hikes to OreatBrib 
taiby are both inadmisstble; and that they caimot subscribe 
to/ai^ would deem, it useless to refer tp their goverrtmenC 
any arrangement, even provisional, containing either ot' 
these i^ropositipus. Willi this understanding, the unfler- 
^igrtfed-are now ready to continue the negocmtion ; and^Jt 
they have already expresised, to discuss all' the poiiVts^ 
4tf)erence, or which ffifigh thereafter tend in any de^i^e^^fc^ 
interrupt tlie harmony of the two countries. . -» : :: 

The undersigned request the British* PlenipoVentifeiries 
t^accept the assurance of their high consideration. 



JOHN a. ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
H. CLAY, 



\ID?f A. RUSSEIJU 
A. GADLAT!N. ^ ^ 
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84i. AwvMtimXf 

The British to the Ameriwn C^n\vii&wimH- 

GaKNT, Hept. 19t 1^14, 

The undersigned have the \konor to .ftcknovi^led^l? Jhe 
i^eceipt of ihe note addressed to them h-j t|i^ Ani^^t^icari 
•«JP)empbtentiaries, on the 9thinst. 

On the greater part of tbat note, the i)ndei;|^gi;ied have 
tio intention to make comments, having propo&vdto them* 
selves throughout the negociatioii to avui^. al[ aanecossai;jr 
dis<*ussion8, more especially \iheti tending to .create irrita^ 
tion. 

On the question of the northwestern fro;it\iprs^ they are. 
happy to find that no material difficult}' is likely toanse. 

With respect to the boundary of the District of ]^ai&e, 
the undersigned observe with regret, that alth94igh ihtg A- 
merican. Plenipotentiaries have acknowledged tbemselvei 
to be instructed to diiscuss a revision of tl^e boundary line, 
with a view to prevent uncertainty arid disputi^^ yet, by a$«. 
suniing an exclusive right at once to decide what 4s or it 
BOt a subject of uucertamty and dispute, they bav^.ren^ 
d^red their powers nugatory or inadmis3ibiy partial in tb^it 
operation. 

After the declaration made by the Apjerican PiempQ-* 
tentianes, that the U. States will admit, pi! no bii^^pf l^outi^ 
diary between their territory aud that q| tji^e Indiani uatioi^i 
because the natural growlK and pp[)ql4jiou of the U» btatea 
would be thereby arrested, it bt coni^sAiPfAecessiry fprtlier to 
insist ou the proof 6i a s^nrit of ^ggnMid^f (tient afi^tjM'ded 
by Ihe purchase ot Louisiana fro4ju yranc;e, agajri^^). tli« 
known conditions on which it had beer) ceded by.^puinto 
tbatcountr}, or the hof^tde seizure pf a , gre^^t piu%pf tiiai 
Floridas, under a pretence of a di^pudq respecta^g the 
boundary. . . , , 

The reason given by the American Pleuipotent,iaries for 
this declaration, eqii.iUy applies, to tb^. as^gi^meiit^^f a 
boundary to the U, Stjates on any side, witli whatever view 
proposed ; and the uidiuuted nature of t<b^ prieteirisioa wout^ 
alone have justified G. Britain in seeking more epl^ctwauer 
. curities agauiSt its applicatiOic to Canada, than any which 
the undersigned have t>ad the honor to.proppse, 

Had the American P;enipotentiarie,s,t)een uistructed on 
the subject of Gatjaoa, they would iiot have asserted that 
HsI permanent annexation had not been the declared objept 
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of their goverrltaent. It ha^been distinclly avowed to be 
such at difi'ereitt times, particularly by two American €iei>- 
eralflou tlieir respective invasions df Canada. If the dec- 
laration first m»de bad been disapproved, it would aot 
have been repeated. The declarations here referred ,to 
ftr^ to l>e tbund in the proclamation ot Gen. Hull, in July, 
1812, and of Gen. Smyth, in November, 1812, copies of 
;whicl). are hfreunto annexed. 

It must be also from the want of instructions that the 
American Plenipotentiaries have been led to assert that 
G. Britain' ^s induced the Indians to withdraw from the 
protection of the U. States. The government of the U. 
States caimot htve forgotten that G. Britain, so far from 
inducmg the Indians to withdraw themselves from thepro- 
teption of Abe U. States, gave the earliest information of 
the intention of those i^ations to invade the U. States, and 
exerted herself, though without success, to prevent andap- 
pesise their hostility. The Indian nations, however, hav- 
ing experienced, as they thought, oppression, inste?id pf 
protection from the U. States, declared war against them 
previously to the d^c(aralion of war by that country against 
G. Britain. The treaty by which the Indians placed 
themselves under the protection of the U. States, is now 
abrogated, and the American government cannot be enti* 
tied ito claim as a ri^t, the renewal of an article in a trea- 
ty, which hasf no longer any existence. The Indian na-f 
^ion^ are therefore no longer to be considered as under the 
protciction of the U. States, ( vhatevjer may be the import 
of tbait0rm) ^nd it can only be on the ground that they 
are. regarded as subjects, that the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries pan bej^utbonzed to deny the right of G Britain to 
i«U;erfer^ on their behalf in the negociations for peace. To 
^ny s^ch claims it is repeated, that the treaties^ concluded 
with theni^^md particularly that of Greenville, are in direct 
opposition. 

\ kis hot necessary to recur tq the manner in which the 
territory, of ihe U. States was at first settled^ in order to de- 
cide, whether the Indian nations, the original inhabitants 
of America, $hall have some spot aligned to them, where 
they paay be permitted to live in tranquility ; not whether 
th^ii^ranquiUty can be secured without preventing an un- 
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interrupled system of encroachmeiit upon tlieni under the- 
pretence of |nircha«e. 

If the American Plenipotentiaries are authorised ^- 
rewptorily to deny \he right of the British government to 
interfere with the pacification of the Indian nations, and 
for that reason refuse all negociations on the sttbject,' the 
undersigned are at a Iohs tu understand, upon tvhirt prin- 
ciple it was, that at the cont'erence of the 9lh Ultimo;- the 
American Plenipotentiaries invited discussion on the suh- 
ject, and added that it was not possiW^'Ifdr thlemlo tJectite 
without discussion, whether an article con id* be framed 
which should be mnltlaily satisfactory, and to'\vhrt^i they 
should think themselves, under their dis^f6lioimry powers, 
warranted in acceding, '^^ ' 

The undersigned must further observe, thcrt IPlltfe A- 
merican government has not furnished their PhettipMen- 
tiaries with any instrublidns since January last; when the 
general pacification of Eui*o^e could pot h^v^f^becil im-" 
mediately in contemplatibn, this subseqneM iiience/ tifter 
an event so calculated (even in the view which the Alfneri- 
can Plenipotentiaries have taken of rt, in tlieirnote of the 
24th ult.) to iilfiaence the negociation, ts, to say the least, 
no proof of a sincere desire to taring it to a faVorable fcon- 
clusion. The British government has entered inl^'the ne- 
gociation with an anxious wi^i to effect an amicaMe ar- 
rangement. After convulsions dlnexartinled in their' na- 
ture, extent, and duration, the civilized world has need of 
repose. To obtain this in Europe, G. Britain ha^toade 
considerable sacrifices. To complete the Work* bf general 
pacification, it is her earnest wiih to establreh a peace with 
the U. States^, and m her endetti^o'i'S to accivniplish' this ob- 
ject, to manifest tlte same principl-ei^^f mo^deration cmd for* 
bearance; but it is utterly inconsistent with hei^ pradice 
and her principles ever lo abandon in bef oegociations for 
peace, those who have co-Ojjerated with her m war. 

The ur^dersigned, therefore, l^epeftt, that the B^iti^h* gov- 
ernment is wiUing to sign a treaty of peace with theU. 
States on terms honorable to both parties. It tm» \iot of- 
fered any ternvs whicb^the U. States can justly represent as 
derogatory to their hono!*,'noi*can it be induceit to accede 
to any which are injtHrious to its own. It is on this ground 
that the undersigned are authorized distinctly to declari^ 
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IbafUiey are instructed not tp ^sigu a treaty of peace with 
thePienipotentiarie$ of theJD. Staler, unless the Indian na- 
tions are included in it, and restored to all the rights, privi- 
leges, and territpries, which they enjoyed ui the year 1811, 
previous to the commencement of the war, by virtue of the 
treaty of Gree^iviHey and the treatii^s subsequently couclud- 
etl between them and llie U* Stales. . From this point the 
'BritSii Plemjx)tentiaries cannot depart. 

They are further instrucl^d to offer for discussion an ar- 
ticle by wjiich the contracting parties shall reciprocally^ 
bind themselves, according to boundaries to be agreed up- 
on, not to purchase the lands occupied by the Indians with- 
m their respective lines of demarkalion. By making this 
engagemetit, i&ubject to revision at the expiration of a given 
period, it is hop^d that ihe objection to the establishment 
of a boundary beyond which the settlement of the United 
bbates should be forever excluded, may be etfectnaliy ob- 
viated. 

The undersigneii have* never stated that the exclusive 
military possession of Ahe lakes, however conducive they 
arciiatU^ed it would be to agovd understanding betweea 
Uie two countritjs, without end/angering the security of the 
U.. States, was to be considered as a sine gua noif^ in the 
negociation. Whenever. the quejitiou i;elative to the paci- 
fication of tlie Indian nations ( which, subject to the explan- 
ations already given, is a suiequa uoUf) shall be adjusted, 
the undersigned will be authorized to make a fina^ pro[Ki« 
* sitiun on tli^ subject ot Canadian, boundaries, so entirely 
founded on |D*nicJples of moderatipp and justice, tha^hey 
ile^l c^mtideut it cannot be rejected. This propositiq^i,will 
be diiitiiictly stated by the undersipied, upon receivipg^» 
assurance from the American Pl«?oipolentiaiies that they 
consider themselves authorized to conclude, a. provisional 
article on the subject, and upon their previously coi^entin^j; 
to include the Ini(jlian lUilions in the ti^aty, in t^e piaonec 
above described. : . 

The undersigned avail themselves of this oppoi:l^nity of 
i^newing to the American Plenipotentiaries, tjje ftssurapice 
of tlieir high consideration. 

GAMBIER. 

HENRY GOUI^BURN, 

WatlAM >DAMii. 
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The American to the British Cotnmissio^ier^s. 

Ghent, Sept. 26^ 18 J 4. 

In replying* to the note which the undersigned hare had 
theh^nor of receiving^ fn>m his Britannic majesty's Pieni- 
|>otentiaries, dated on the I9th inst. they are hapf)y to con- 
cur with them in the setitjmeot of avoiding unnecessary 
discussions, especially such^as may have a tendency to 
create irritation. They liad hoped that, in the same spir- 
it, the British Plenipotentiaries would not have thought al- 
lusions again necessary to transactions foreign to this nego- 
ciation, relating to the U. Slates, find other independent 
nations, and not suitable for discussion between the United 
States and Great- Britain. The observation m.ide wilh 
respect to Louisiana is the more extraordrnary, as the ces- 
sion of that province to theU. States was, at the time, com- 
municated to the British government; who expressed their 
entire satisfaction with it, and has subsequently received 
the solemn sanction of Spain herself; * The undersigned 
will further say, that whenever the 'transactions of the U. 
States^ in relatron to the boundaries of Louisiana and Flor- 
ida, shall be a proper subject of discussion, they will be 
found not only susceptible of complete jnstitication, but 
will demonstrate the moderation and forbearance of the 
American governoient, and their undeviating respect for 
the rights of their neighbors. 

The undersigned are fai- from assuming the exclusive 
right to decide, what is, or is not, a subject of uncertainty 
and dispute, with regard to the boundary of the District of 
Maine. But until the British Plenipotentiaries shall have 
shown in what respect the part of that boundary which 
would be affected by their proposal, is sitch a subject> the 
undersigned may be permitted to assert that it is not. 

The treaty of 1783, described the boundary as * a line to 
be drawn along the middle of the river St. Croix, from its 
niottth in the bay of Fundy, to its source, and from its source 
directly north to the highlands which divide the rivers thitt 
fall into the Atlantic ocean from those which faH into the 
iriver St. Lawrence, and tlience along the said highlands 
to the northwesternmost head of Connecticut river.' 
, Doubts having arisen as to the St. Croix, designated/=in 
the treaty of 1783, a provision was made by Ihat of 1794, 
for ascertaining it: and it ma^v be fairly inferred, from the 



Digitized by 



Google 



tiniitatioti of the article to that sole object, that even in 
the judgment ofG. Britain, no other subject of controversy 
exinted in relation to the extension of the boundary line 
froin the source of that river. That river and its source 
having been accordingly ascertained, the undersigned, 
are prepared to pvo^iose the appointment of commission^ 
eVs by the two govelnments, to extend the line to the 
highlands, qouforiHHbly to the treaty of 1783. The pro- 
posal, however, of the British Plenipotentiaries was not to 
'ascer'tain, but to vary those lines in such manner as to se- 
cure a direct communicatiQu between Quehec and Uali«- > 
fax ; an alteration which could not i>e etl'ected without a 
cei^isionby the U/ States to G. Britain of all that poriioh 
of the state of Massachusetts intervening i3etween the pro- 
vince of New Brunswick and Cluebec, although unques- 
tionably included within the boundary lines fixed by that 
tfeaty. Whether it was contem|)lated on the part af G. 
Bntaii;! to obtain the cession, with or without an equiva* 
lent in frontier or otherwise, the undersigned, in stating 
tliat they we<-e not instructed or authorised to treat on the 
iKubjecl of cession, have not deciinecl to discuss any matter 
of uncertainty or dispute which the British Plenipotentia-^ 
f ies may point out to exist, respecting the boundaries in 
that or in any. other quarter, and are, therefore, not liable 
to tlie imputation of having rendered their powers on the 
subject nugatory or inadmissibly partial in their operation* 
The British Ptenipotentiari^is consider the undersigned 
us having declared, * that tlie U« States will admit of no 
line of boundary between iheir territory and that of the 
Indian nations because the natural growth and papulation 
bf the U. States would be thereby arrested.' The un4eF* 
signedy^on the contrary, expressly stated in their last not^ 
* that tlie lands inhabited by the ladjans were secured to 
them by bouiKlaries, defined in amicable treaties between 
them and the United States T but they did refuse to as- . 
isign, in a treaty of peace with G, Britain, n definitive and 
jjermaneut boiindury to the Indians, living within the lim** 
its of the U. Slates, On this subject, the undersigned have 
no hesitation in avowing, that the U. Statets, while intend^ 
ing never to acquire lands from the Indians otherwise than 
j>eaceab)y, and vyith thefjr fr^e consent, are fully determin- 
i^d in that maimei', progressively, and in proporUonas their 
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growing population way require, to reclaim from the state 
of nature^ ami to b^ing into cultivation, every portion of the 
t^i'ritory contained within their acknowledged boundaries. 
In ih^ providing foi; the support of millions of civilized 
bejijg^ \h^y will r.ot violate any dictate of justice or ha- 
n^anity, for l,hey will' not only give to the few thousand sav- 
agep» scattered over that territory, an ample equivalent for 
any righ^ they may surrender, but will always leave them 
the possession of lands more than they can cultivate/ and 
more than adequate to their subsistence, comfort, and en- 
joyment, by cultivation. 

irtbis be a spirit of aggrandizement, the undersigned 
are i)rensjfcd to admit, in that sense, its existence 3 but they 
niust deny that it affords the slightest proof of an in- 
tenlion n9t to respect the boundaries between them and 
i^urop^an nations, or qf a desire to encroach upon the ter* 
ritpripj^of G. Britain. If, in the progress of their increas- 
ing population, the American people must grow in strength 
proportioned to their rtuniber.s, the undersigned will hope 
that G, Britjiin, far from repining at the prospect, wifl con- 
template it with satisfaction. They will not suppose that 
that government will nvow, as the basis of their policy to- 
wards the U. States, the system of arresting their natural 
growth within their own teiritories, for the sake of pre- 
serving a perpetual ,desert for savages. If G. Britain has 
madj^ »sac,rifices to give repose to the civilized world in 
Europe, no sqicnfice is required from her by the U. States 
|Q,co/np|ete the work of general pacification. This nego- 
cUtigjk. at. least evinces, on their part, no disposition to 
9^aim any oilier right,4han that of preserving their inde- 
pendence entire,' aid of governing^ their own territories 
without foreign interference. 

Of the two proclamations, purported copies of which the 
British jPlenipotenliaries have thought proper to enclose 
Witl\\heir last, note, the undersigned might content ihem- 
|elve»^^\vith reqjarking, that neillier of them is the act of 
the. A/p]eric^l»^government. They are enabled however to 
^^|L^ witli perfect confidence, that neither of them was 
aijlhoris.c^ or apjproved by that government Ti^e under* 
slgn^djayr^ not 'disposed to consider as the act of the British 
guverument, t^e proclamation of Adn^iral Cochrane, here: 
with enclosed,, ^xcftmg a portion of the population pf the 
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TJ. Stales, under the promise of military eftiploym^nt, or 
of free settlement in the West-Indies, to treachery and re-' 
bellion. The undersisfned very sincerely regret to be 
obliged to say, that an irresil>tible mass of evidence, consirt- 
ing principally ot the correspondence of British offieers and 
agents, part only of which has aheady been published in 
America, establishes beyond all rational doubt, the fact, 
that a constant system of excilement to those hostilities 
was pursued by the British traders and agents, who had ac- 
cess to the Indians, not only without being discountenanc- 
ed, but with frequent encouragement by the British au- 
thorities; and that if they ever dissuaded the Indians from 
commencing hostilities, it was only by urging ihem, as m 
prudence, to suspend their attacks, until G, Britain should 
recognize them as her allies in the war. 

When, in the conference of the 9th ult. the underisignerl 
invited discussion upon the proposal pf Indian pacififcal5ort 
and boundary, as well as upon all the stfbjectspresdntfedby 
the British Plenipotentiares for discussion, they expressly 
stated their motives to be, 1st, to ascertain by discussWm 
whether an article on the subject fcould be formed to whi^ 
they could subscribe, and which would be satisfactory to 
the British Plenipotehtiaries ; and 2dly, that if no such rti%- 
ticle could be formed, the American government tttigfet be 
informed of the vievvs of G* Britain upon that point, and 
the British government of the objections on the part of the 
U. States, to any such arrangement. The undersigned 
have, in fact, already proposed no less than three articles 
on the subject, all of which they view as better caitculat^it 
to secure peace and tranquility to the Indians, than *ny 
one of the proposals for that purpose, made by the B^iti«h 
Plenipotentiaries; 

The undersigned had repeated their assurances ta ^k» 
British Plenipotentiaries, that peace, so far as it dependfed 
on the U. Slateis, would immediately follow a peace with 
G. Britain, and added, that the Indians would tlff^t'eby b^ 
reinstated in the same situation in which they stood before 
the commencement of hostilities. The BHtifeb Plenipo-^ 
lentiaries insist, in their last note, that the Indian nart0n$ 
shall be included in the treaty of peace between G. 'Britain 
and the U. States, and be restored 16 all the rights, privt^ 
kgesy and territories which they exijdyed in the yeal* 1811^ 
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previous to \\\e comraeucement of the war, Ly rirtoe of 
thelreaty of Greenville, and the treaties sul>sequently coir- 
cliided between Ihem and the U. Slates. Setting aside 
the subject of boundary, whidi is presented as for discus- 
sion only, there is no apparent difference with respect to 
the object in view ; the pacification and tranquility of the 
Indians, and placing them in the same situation in which 
they stood before the war, all which will be equally obtain* 
ed in the manner proposed by the undersigned, and the 
only point of real difference is, the British Plenipotentia- 
ries insist that it should be done by including the Indians,, 
as alliens of G. Britain, in the treaty of peace between her 
and tl^e U. States. 

The U. States cannot consent that Indians residi^ig with- 
in their boundaries, as acknowledged by G.Britain, shall 
be included in the treaty of peace, in any manner which 
vill recognize them as independent natiops, whom G. Bri- 
taiUf having obtained this recognition,; would hereafter, 
bave the right to consider in ever} respect, as such. Thus 
to recognize th^se Indians as independent and sovereign 
HaUons, wquld take from the U. Slates^ and transfer to 
those Indians, all the rights of soil and sovereignty over the 
territory which they inhabit; and this being accomplished 
through the agency of Q Britain, would place them effectu- 
ally, and exclusively under her protection, instead of being, 
as hereV>fQre, under that pf the U. States. It is npt per- 
ceived m what resfpect such a provision would differ from 
an absolute f^ession by the U. States of the extensive terri- 
tory in question. 

^ The British Plenipotentiaries have repeated ibe assertion, 
that the treaty by which the Indians placed themselves un- 
der the protection of tlie U* Slates, was abrogated by the 
UFar ; and thence infer, that they are no longer to be con* 
^idiered as under the protection of the U, States, whatever 
may be the import of the term ; and that the right of G. Bri- 
tain to interfere in their behalf in the negocialion of pe^ice, 
can only be denied on the ground that they are regarded as 
subjpcts. In point of fact, several of the tribes, parties to 
the treaty of Greenville, have constantly been,,aud i^till are, 
at peace with the U. Staips* Whelljer that treaty be, or 
be not abrogated^ is a question not i]ecessary to be now 
discussed. The right of the U. States to the protection of 
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tbe Indians williin their boundaries, was not Jicquircd by 
that treaty ; if was a necessary consequence of the sovjcr-- 
cig'nty and independence of llie U. Stales. Previous to 
that time the Indians living within the sanaje territory, were 
under the protection of his Britannic majesjty, as its sover- 
eign. ' Th.e undersigned may refer the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries' to all the acts of their own government, relative 
to the subject, for |>roof, that it has always considered this 
right of protection as one of the rights of sovereignty, which 
it needed no Indian treaty to confer, and which the abroga^ 
lion ot no Indian treaty could divest. They will particular- 
ly bniig to their recollection, that when a similar proposi-! 
tion of considermg Indian tribes as indej)endent nations, to 
serve as a barrier between the French and English territo- 
ries, was made l)y France to England, it was immediately, 
rejected, by a minister to whom tne British nation is accus- 
tomed to look back with veneration, and rejected on the ex- 
press ground, that the king would not renounce his right to 
protection over the Indians within liis dominions. But 
Avhatever the relation of the Indians to the CJ. States may 
be, and whether under their protection or udt, G. Britaia 
having by the treaty of 1783, recognized the sovereignty of 
the U. States, and agreed to certain limits as their bounda- 
ries, has no right to consider any persons or communities, 
whether Indians, or others, residiing withm those bounda- 
pes, ^s nations independent of the U. States. 

The IJ. States claim of right, with respect to all Euro- 
pean nations, and particularly with respect to G. Britain, 
the entire sovereiornty. over the whole territory, and all the 
persons embraced within the boundaries of their doaiinipjis, 
G. Britain has no right to take cognizance of tlie relations 
subsisting between the several communities or persons liv- 
ing ttierem, Tbey form as to her, only parts of the domin- 
ions of the U. states, and it is altogether immaterial, 
whether, or how far, mider their political institutions and 
policy, these communities or persons are independent states^ 
allies, or subjects. With respect to her and all other for- 
eign nations, they are parts of a whole, of which the V. 
Stattes are the sole and al>solute sovereigns. 

The allegation of the British Plenipotentiaries, that it is 
inconsisterit with the practice or principles of G. Britain to 
abandnn in h^r negociations for peace, those who have co- 
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onerated with her in war, is not applicable to the Indians, 
but on the erroneous assumption of their independence^ 
U which, so far as she is concerned has been fully disproved. 

\i And although no power from these tribes to the Britidi 

\i government to trejit in their behalf, would for the same rea- 

n son be admitted by the undersigned, they may neverthdess 

observe, that the British Plenipotentiaries having produced 
no such powers, having no authority to bind the Indiani^ to 
engage for their assent to the pacification, or to secure the 
continuance of peace on their part whilst speaking of them 
as atlies, do really propose to treat for them not as if they 
we*e independent nations, but as if they were the subjects of 
G. Britain. 

The undersigned so far from asking that, in relation to 
the Indians, G. Britain should pursue a course inconsistent 
with her former practice and principles, only desire that she 
would follow her own example respecting them, in her for- 
mer treaties with other European nations, and with the U. 
States. No provision for the Indians is fo^iid ih the treaty 
of 1703, by which France ceded Canada to G. Britain, al- 
thoug-h almost all the Indians living within the territory 
Ceiled, or acknowledged to belong to G. Britain, had taken 
part With Prance .n the war. No such provision was insert- 
ed in the treaty of peace of 1783, between G. Britain and 
the U. States/ although almost ali the Indian tribes living 
within the territory recognized by the treaty to belong to 
the U. States, hiul during the war, co operated with G. Bri- 
tain, and might have been considered as her allies more just- 
ly than on the present occasion. So far as concerns the re- 
lations between G. Britain and the U'. States, these Indians 
can be treated for only on the principles by which amnestic 
are stipulated in favor of disaffected persons, who, in timw 
of war and mvasion, co-operate with the enemy of the na- 
tion to which they belong. To ^o as far as possible in se- 
curing the benefit of the peace to the Indians, now the only 
object professed by the British government in, their present 
sine qua non^ the undersigned offer d stipulation in^general 
terms, that no person or persons, whether subjects, citizens, 
or Indians, residing within the dominions of either party,shail 
be molested or annoyed, either in persons or their prdperty> 
for any part they may have taken in the war between tb^lj' 
States and G. Britain ; but {shall retain all the rights, privi- 
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legto and possessions^ which they respectively bad at the 
commenceDient of the war ; they, on their part detuttaniagf 
themselves peaceably, and conformably to their duties to 
the respective governments, — This the undersigned have 
no doubt will efTectualty secure to the Indians peace, if they 
themselves will observe it, and they will not suppose Uiat 
G. Britain would wish them included in the peace but up* 
On that condition. 

The undersigned have never intimated that their govern- 
ment had not furnished them with any instructions since Jan- 
uary last. On the contrary, they distinctly told the Biitish 
Plenipotentiaries in conference, though it appears to have 
escaped their recollection, that instructions had been re- 
ceived by the undersigned, dated at the close of the month 
of June. The undersigned will now add, that those in- 
structions were drawn with a full knowledge of the gener- , 
al pacification in Europe, and with so liberal a considera- 
tion of its necessary bearing upon all the differences that 
had been until then subsisting between (j. Britain and the 
tr. States, that the undersigned cannot doubt that peace 
would long since have been concluded, had, not an insu- 
perable bar against it been raised by the new and unpoece- 
dented demands of the British government. 

With respect to the proposition which the British Pleni- 
potentiaries inform them they will be prepared to make, in 
relation to the Canadian boundaries), which appears to theoii 
so entirely founded on principles of moderation and justice, 
but the nature of w hich they think proj.»er at present to with- 
hold, the undersigned can only pledge themselves to meet 
any proposition from the British Plenipotentiaries, character- 
ized by moderation and justi ce, not only with a perfect re- 
ciprocity of those sentiments, but with a sincere and earnest 
desire te contribute to the restoration of peace, by every 
compliance with the wishes of G. Britain, compatible with 
their duty to their country. 

The undersigned have the honor of tendering to the 
British Plenipotentiaries, the renewed assurance of their 
high consideration. 



J. a ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
H. CLAY, 



J0NA. RUSSELL, 
A. GALLATIN, 
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The British to the American Commissioners. 

Ghent, Oct. 8, 1814. 

The undersigned have the honor to acknowledp^e the 
receipt ofthe note of the Plenipotentiaries o( the U. Staleis, 
dated on the 29 ult. 

As Ihe continuance of the neg^ociation excUisively de- 
pends upon the question relating^ to the pacification and 
rights of the Iiidiari nations the undersigned are unwilling; 
to extend their observations to the other subjects brought 
forward in the note of the American Plenipotentiaries, 
further than may be required for necessary explanation. 

In adverting for this purpose to the acquisition of Louis- 
iana; the^undersigned must observe, that the instrument by 
which the consent of his Catholic majesty is atledged to 
have been s^iven to the cession of it, has nevef been made 
public. His Catholic majesty was no party to the treaty 
by which the cession was made, and if any sanction has 
been subsequently obtained from him, it must have been, 
like other cotemporaneous acts of that monarch, involun- 
tary, and AS such cannot alter the character of the trans- 
action. The Marqurs of Yrojo, the minister of his Catho- 
lic majesty at Washington, in a letter addressed to the 
President of the U. States, formally protested against the 
cessioti, and the right of France to make it. Yet, in the 
face of this protestation, so strongly evincing the decided 
Opinion of Spain as to the illegality of ihe proceediiig, the 
President of the U. States ratified the treaty. Can it be 
<5ontended that the annexation of Louisiana, under such cir* 
cumstances, did not mark a spirit of territorial aggrandize- 
ment ? 

His Britannic majesty did certianly expres* satisfaction 
wiien the American government communicated the event, 
that Louisitlna, a valuable colony in the possession of France, 
with whom the war had just beeii refneWed, instead of re- 
maining in the hands of his enemy, had been ceded to the 
IT. States, at that time professing the most friendly dispu- 
Hifion towards G. Britain, and an intenr»dn of providing 
for her interest in the acquisition. But the conditions un- 
der which Prance had acquired Louisiajia from Spain, 
were not communicated ; the refusal of Spain to consent 
to its alienation was not known ; the protest of her embas- 
sador had not been made, and many other circumstances 
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t^toending tbdtraHsactioiH OA which His now vnuecessary 
to dilate. were» as th^re is good reason to believe, Industrie 
ously.eoQcealedk 

The proof of a sp4i*it of aggrandizement which the ao- 
dersfgned bad. deduced from the hostile seizqreof a great 
part of the JTloridas^ under the most frivoloas preteac^, 
remains unrefuted $ and the undersigned are convinced 
that the occasion and circumstances under which that an* 
WarroDtable act of aggression took place» have given rise 
throughout Europe to but one sentiment as to the chiiraoter 
of the transaction. 

After the previous comnuinication which the under- 
signed have had the honor of receiving from the Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries, they could not but feel much aurpriz* 
ed at the informatioa contained in tlieir last note of their 
leaving received instructions dated subsequent!; to Jai>a-. 
ary, 1814. The undersigned bay^ no recollection what- 
ever of the American Plenipotentiaries having conuaunicAt** 
ed to therm, either collectively, or individually at aconfer-^ 
eace or other wise» the receipt of instructioOiS from the gov- 
ernment of the Ij States dated at tlie close of the month qC 
June, and they must remind the American Plenipatwtia^. 
ries that their note of .the 9th alt. distinctly stated that the 
instructions of January^ 1614» wtre those under which they 
were acting. If therefore, the American. Plenipotentiaries 
received instructions drawn up at the close of the mootfak<of 
June, with a liberal consideration of the late evenits in £u'- 
rope, the uuder&igned have a rightto compiiun, that wJiiile 
the American government justly considered those eyents a^ 
having a necessary bearing on the existing differences be^ 
tween the two countriesi the American Plenipotentiaries 
should nevertheless have preferred acting under ipi|truc«> 
tions, whichii from their date, must have b^n without the 
contemplation of such events* 

The British govemmeat never required Uiatall th^por* 
tion of the state of Massachusetts intervening between the 
province of New Brunswick and Q^uebec, should be ceded 
to G. Britain, but only that small portion of i|«i|KettM conn* 
try which interrqpts the commuai cation between Halifax 
and Quebec, there being much dpubt wh^|||^ it. does qo( 
..alrejxdy bejong to G, Britain^ 

..... 45 
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The andefrsigned are at a loss to understand bow vice 
Ailmiral Cochrane's proclatnatioo illustrates any topic coo'- 
nected with the present negociation, or bears a|>on the con* 
chtsron which they contended was to be drawn from the 
two prociamattons of the American Generals. These pro* 
clamations distinctly af owing the intentioi) of the Ameri-^ 
can gofernnifnt permai^nily to annex tiie Canadas to the 
U. States, were adduced not as a matter of complaint, but 
simply tor the purpose of proving what had been denied aa 
a fact, viz. that such had been the declared intention of the 
American government. 

The undersigned observe^ that although the American 
Fienipotentiaries have taken upon themselves generally to 
deny that the pi*oclamations were authorized or approved 
by their goterument, witboot stating in what mode that 
disapprobation was expressed, yet they avoid statuig that 
the part of those proclamations containing the declaration in 
question, had not been so aiithor)zed or approved. It is in- 
deed ir^iposstbletoimagine, thatif the American government 
had intimated an) disapprol^alion of that part of General 
Muirs proclamatian, the same declaration would have been 
as conlniently repeated four months after by General Smyth. 

His majesty ^s government have oEher and ample means- 
of knowing that the conquest of the CanadBs and their an- 
nexation to the U. States was the object and policy of the 
American government. F^r the present the midersigned 
will content themselves with referring to^the remonstrance 
of t^ Itgij^lntttre of Massachusetts* in June^ 181^, in 
whickthis mtentiou' is announced as matter .of notoriety. 
* The undermgned deny ' that the American government 
had pro9^d»orcan prove^ that previoos to the declaration of 
war by the U^ States^ persons authorized by the British 
^OYernmedj^endeavored to^xcite the Indian nations against 
the U. Siatesror tliat endelyprs of that kind% if made by 
private persoiwi, (which the upderj^ngned have no reason 
to believe) ever reeeived the sa^tion of his majesty's gov- 
ernment.' 

' The Ara<M4x:an Plenipotentiaries h»ve- not denied that 
the Indian nations' had l>een engaged in war with the 
U. States, befell the wsht. with G. Britain had commenced,- 
and they have reluctantly confessed* that so far iVom his> 
majesty having induced th^r Indian nations to begin the 
war, as charged agaiast G. Britain in the notes of the 24th 
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Au^. and 9th ulL the British i^overnment actoally exerted 
their endeavors lo dissuade the Indian nations from com- 
mencing^ it. 

As to the unworthy motive assigned by the American 
Plenipotentiaries to this interterence so amicably made on 
the part of G Britain, its utter improbabdity is sufficiently 
apparent from cohsidering by which party the war was d^ 
elared. The undersignedy therefore, can only consider it 
as an additional indication of that hostde disposition, which 
ba^ led to the present unhappy war b|tween the two coun- 
tries. So long as that disposition continues, it cannot but 
render any tfibrt on the part of G. Britain to terminate this 
contest utterly unavaihng. 

The American Plenipotentiaries appear unprepared to 
fitatethe precise ground upon which t.hey resist the right 4>f 
his Majesty to negociate with the U. States on behalf of 
thelndtan nations, whose co-operation in the war his ma*-' 
jcsty has found it expedient to accept. 

The treaty of Green viile, to the words, stipulations, and 
spirit of which the undersigned have so frequently appeal-- 
ed, and all the treaties previously aud subsequently made, 
between the U. States and the Indian nations, shew, be* 
yondthe pessibdity of doubt, that the U« States have been 
in the habit of treating jwith these tribes as independent na- 
tions, capable of maintaining the relations ^f peace an4 
war, and exercising territorial rights. 

If this be so, it will be difficult to point out the peculiar 
circumstances in the condition of those nations, which 
should either exclude them from a treaty of general pacifi- 
cation, or prevent G. Britain, with whom they have coropor 
rated as allies in \he war, from proposing stipulations in 
their behalf at the peace. Unless the American Plenip^ 
tentiaries are prepared to maintain what tKey bi>ve in eifeft 
advanced, that although the Indian nations may be ind^r 
pendent in their relations with the U^ States, yet the cir- 
cumstance of living within the boundary of th^ U. St^te? 
disables them from forming such conditions of alliance 
with a foreign power, as shall entitle that power to nego? 
ciate for them in a treaty of peace. 

The principle upon which this proposition is founded^i 
xvas advanced, but successfully resisted so far back as tho 
treaty of Munster. An attempt was then made to preclude 
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Ffance from negociatin^ in }>^half of certain stateg and cft-r 
ies in Gernfi»ny, who had co-operated with her in the war, 
because althougli those states and cities might be consider-^ 
ed as independent for certain purposes, yet being within 
the beundary of the German empire, they ought «ot to be 
allowed to become parties in the general pacification with 
the emperor of Germany, nor ought France, to be permit- 
ted in that negt^ciation to niii^ their rights andkil^rests with 
her own. 

The American Plenipotentiaries probably aware that the 
notion of such a qualitied independence, for certain pur- 
poses, and net for others, could not be maintained, either 
by argument or precedent, haVe been compelled to advance 
the novel and alarming pretennion, that all the Indian na<r 
tions living within the boundary of the U. States, must in 
effect, be considered as their subjects, and, consequently, 
if engaged in war against die U. States, become Habie to be 
treated as rebels, or disaffected persons. They havefur^ 
ther stated, that all the territory which these Indian natrons 
occupy, is at the disposal of tfaie U. States, that the United 
States hsive aright to dispossess them of it : to exercise that 
right, whenever their f>olicy or interest may seem to them 
to require it : and to confine them to such spotaf as may be 
selected, not by Indian natians, buV by the American gov-, 
emm^it Pretensions such as tbej»e G. Britain can never 
recognize : however reluctant his royal highness, the Prince 
Kegent may be to continue the war, that evil must be pre*; 
ferred, if peace can only be obtained on such conditions. 

To support those pretensions, ai>d at the * s^me time ta 
show, that the present conduct of G. Britain is inconsistent 
with her former practice and principles, t|ie American 

f plenipotentiaries have referred to the treaty ^f peace 6f 
783, to that of 1763, and to the negoeiations of 1761, dur- 
ing the administratten of a mii^ister, whom the American 
Plenipotentiaries have Atated, i^ud truly t^ated^ to be high 
in the estimation of his country. 

The omissions to provide in the treaty of 17l83, for the 
pacification of the Indian nations, which were to be inctud- 
ed within the proposed boundary of the U. States, cannot 
preclude G. Britain from now negociattng in behalf of such 
tribes or nations, unless it be assumed, * tliat the occasional 
non*exercise of a right is an abandonment of it. Nor can 
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the right of protection^ which the Amerioiti FknifMeft^ 
tiaries have tailed in showing to have ever, been ekimed by 
O. Britain as incident to sovereignty, bAve beM transfer- 
red by 6. Britain to the U. ^States, bf ^ tt^ij, t(l which the 
Indian nations were not parlies. 

In the peace of 1763, it was not neeessary (m (i. Bdtaiti 
io treat for the pacification of the Indian natiotis,^ and the 
maintenance of their rights and privileges, beeaitee there 
had been no Indian nations living withont theB^tish botui^ 
daries, who had co^oferaled with €r. Britain, id the waf 
against France. 

With respect to the negtieiattons of 17dl, between Gres* 
Britain and France, on which the Amertcanr Plenipete»^ 
tiaries more particulai^ly rely, they appear, irtthejtidgBieirii 
of the nndersigned, to have moch D^isanderatood die wholf 
course of that negociation. 

It is very true that the Fren^ government bltmght for^ 
ward, at one period of the negocialiofi, a prepMitieo hf 
which a certain territory, lying between the dominions of 
the two contracting parties, was to have been allotted to the 
I«idian nations. But it does^not appear that this^loriiied^ il 
part of their ultimatum, and it is clear, that Mr. Pitt in hii 
answer, did nut object to the propositton* Me objected tan 
deed to the proposed lihe of demarkation beH^eenr the eouB^ 
tries belonging to the two contracting parties, cipon \kie twa 
grounds : 1st, that the proposed northern line would hav^ 
given to France, what the French had themaelveaaclfinoiwU 
edged to be part of Canada, the whole of which, as enjoyed 
by bis most Gbristian majesty, it had been stipulated, was 
to be ceded entirely to O. Britaib : 9dly, that the southern 
part of the proposed line of demarkation wonid have itrcltfd^ 
ed within the boundary of Louimana, the Oheerokees, the 
Creeks, the Cbickasaws, the Choctaws, and another naiioni 
who occupied territories which had never been included 
within tlie boqndaries of that settlement. So ^r Was Mi*: 
Pitt from rejecting, as alledged-by the American Plenipo- 
tentiaries, the proposition of considering Indian nations a 
barrier, that at one period of tb^ negociation he complain^ 
ed that there Was no provision for such a barrier; and h^ 
thus energetfca% nr^es W* objections, in his letter to Mr. 
Stanley, the British Plenipotentiary at Paris, dated on tiM 
26th at Jane, 1761 ; • As to the fixation of new limits to 
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Cftniida lowtffdt iht ObH>, it \h captious and insidious^ 
ibrown out in bope» if agreed to, to shorten thereby tbe ex- 
tent of Canada, and to lengthen tbe boundaries of Louis- 
Mina^ and in tbe view to establish, what must not be admit- 
ted, namely, that all which is not Canada is Louisiana ; 
whereby all the intermediate nations and countries, tbe true 
barrier to each province, would be given up to France/ 

The niidersigned confidently expect, that the American 
Plenipoteotiahes will not again reproach the British gov- 
ernment with acting ioconaiBtently with its former practice 
mod principles, or repeat the assertion inade in a former 
note, that adefi.iitipn of Indiufi biMiudary, with a view to a 
I neutral barrier, was a new and unprece<iented demand by 
any European power, and most of all by G. Britain ; the 
Tery instance selected by the American Pienipbtentiaries, 
undeniably proves that auch a proposition had been enter- 
tained both by G. Britain and France and that Mr. Pitt 
ou the part of G. Britain had more particularly enforced 
it. 

It remains only to notice two objections which the Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries have urged against the proposal of 
Indian, pacification, advanced by the undersigned ; first, 
that it is not reciprocal: secondly, that as the U* States 
conkl have no security that the Indian nations would con- 
clude a peace on the terms proposed, the proposition would 
be in effect unilateral. ^ 

The article now proposed by the undersigned, and here- 
with enclosed, is free from boUi objections, and appears to 
them socbsuracterized by a spirit of moderation and peace, 
that they earnestly anticipate the concurrence of the Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries, 

In making a last effort in this stage of the war, the under- 
signed are not^pprehensive that tbe motives which have 
influenced his royal highness the Prince Regent, to direct 
a ren/ewal of the proposition, with its present .modifications, 
can be misunderstood or misrepresented. 

Whatever may be the result of the proposition Uius offers 
ed, the undersigned deliver it as theii* ultimatum, and now 
wait with anxiety the answer of the American Plenipoten-. 
tiariesf on which their continuance in this place will de- 
pend. 
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Tb^ undersig^ned a?ail themseWes of this oppofrtotiity of 
renewing to the American Plenipotentiaries, the assurance 
of their high considers^ion. 

GAMBIER, 

HENRY GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM ADAMS. 

"The U. Slates of America engage to put an end, im- 
mediately after the ratification of the present treaty, to hos*^ 
tilities, with all the tribes or nations of Indians wMh whom 
they may be at war, at the time of soph ratification, and' 
forthwith to restore to soch tribes or nations, respeelively, 
all the possessions, rights and privileges^ which they may 
have enjoyed or been entitled to in 1811; fU*evioas to snob 
hostilities: provided always, that such ti-ib^iss or nations shall 
agr^ to desist from all hostihties against the U. States^ of 
America, their citizens and sobjects, upon the ratification* 
of the present treaty being notified to such tribes or nations^ 
and shall so desist accordingly. 

" And his Britannic majesty engages, on his part, to put 
an end, immediately after the ratffication of the present 
treaty, to hostilities, with all tlie tribes or nations of Indians 
with whom he may be at war, at the time of such ratifica- 
tion, and forthwith to restore to such tribes' or nations res^ 
pectively, all the possessions, rights and privileges, which' 
they may have enjoyed or been entitled to in 1811, previous 
to such hostilities : provided always, that such tribes or na- 
tions shall agree to desist from all hostilities agaimit his Bri- 
tannic majesty and his subjects, upon the ratification of the 
present treaty being not^ed tosoch tribes or nations, and 
shall so desist accordingly.'* 

The American to the British (hmmisBioners. 

Ghent, October 18, 1»14. 

The undersigned have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the note of the Plenipotentiaries of his Britannic 
majesty, dated on the 8th iastant* 

Satisfied of the impossibility of persuading the World that 
the government of tlije U. States was liable to any well 
founded imputation of a spirit, of conquest or of injustice to- 
wards other nations, the undersigned, in afibrdihg explana- 
tions on several of the topics adverted to by the British 
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plenipotentiaries ddring this negociation, were actuated bjf 
the sole motive of removiDg erroneous impressions. 

Still influenced by the same motive^ they will now add^ 
that at the time when.tbe Spanish minister was remonstrating 
sit Washington againstthe transfer of Louisiana^ orders were 
given by his government ibtiil^ delivery to France i that it 
was, in fact, delivered a short time after that remonstrance; 
and that if the treaty by which the U. States acquired it 
bad not been ratified^ would have become^ of course, a 
French ^ulony. The undersigned believe that the evidence 
of ilie assent of 8pain to that transfer has been promulgat- 
ed. They neither admit the alledged disability of the 
Spaniah monarch, nor the inference which the British 
Plenipotentiaries would seem to deduce from it; on the 
contrary, the asseiA was voluntarily given in the year 1804, 
by the same king who, about tbe same time, ceded Trini- 
dad to G. Britain, and prior to the time wh6nhe was again 
engaged ia war with he^. The cession by France was im- 
mediately communicated to G. Britain, no circumstance 
afibcting it, and then within the knowledge of the it. States^ 
being intentionally concealed from her* She expressed 
her satisfaction with it ; and if in any possible state of the 
case she would have had a right to question the transaction^ 
it does not appear to the undersigned that she is now au- 
thorised to do so. 

After slalmg, generally, that the proclamations of Gen- 
erals Hull and Smyth were neither authorized nor approv- 
ed by their government^ the undersigned could not have 
expected that the British Plenipotentiaries would suppose 
that their statement did not embrace the only part of the 
proclamations which was a subject of consideration. 

The undersigned had, indeed^ hoped, that by stating in 
their note of the dih ultimo, that the government of the U. 
States, from the commencement of the war, had been dis* 
posed to make pe^ce without obtaining any cession of terri- 
tory, and by referring to the^r knowledge of that disposi- 
tion, and to instructions accordingly given from July, 1812, 
to Janusiry, 1814, they would efi'ectu«tlly remove the im- 
pression that the annexation of Canada id the U. States was 
the declared object of their government. Not only have 
the undersigned been disappointed in this expectation, but 
the only infere^ice which the British Plenipotentiaries have 
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tWlght prbpef to draw from this explicit statement/ h^^ 
b^c^tdiat either tbf» American gov^rnmep^t by notgiviog. 
in$tnicti0i)siiubsejq|iueiit to (he p^ciiicpstioo ;0f Earope, , qr, 
the undersfgned^ by not acting under $pch ijiftructipn$i#;. 
ga?e n0 prppf uf.a sinicere d^$ire to bring ^e present Pf go- 
ciatioji^jto.ft fa^vorable conclusion,, Xbe \inder$igned did 
noti allude^ in reference to the: Mlc^ged inti^ntion to apnea; 
C^dnadatotbe D. States to any io^tructioqs given by tbeir 
government subse^^utiy to Janu;^i*y last^ because^ aiding 
at this timi^ tor an accession of territory ^ it was only of its 
previous disposition that it appeared, necc^^ary to produce 
any proofV Bo erroqeon^ was the ipf^rence drawm by the 
British Plenipotentiaries, in both respects, that it. was in vir- 
tue oi' the iqstrqctions of Jqne last, that ^h^ undersigned 
Vi^ere enabled, in thfeir nofe of the 24lh of Aug. to state, that 
the causes of the war between the XJ. States and G* Britain,, 
having dis«^ppeared, by the maritime pacification of Europe^ 
tbey bad b?en authorised to agree to it§ terminalipp upoa. 
a mutual restoration of territory ^ ai;)d without making the 
couclji^^ipn^of peace to depend on a successful arrangement 
pf those points on which differences had existed. ^ 

Considering the present state of this negociation, th^ un*- 
dersig^ed will s^b^tain^iat this time fr<^m adducing ^finy evi- 
dence or remarks upon the influence whjch has beeti exerted 
over th^ Indian tribes inl;iabiting the terrUories , of the U. 
States, and the nature of thoj^ excitet^nt^ which h^d been 
employed by British traders and agenlf ,. 

The arguments and facts already brought forward by t^e. 
iiadersignedi respectingthef)oht cal cond^iou of those tribes, 
render it unnecesjjary for thepi to make m'^ny observatioasi 
ontho^e of the British Plenipotentiaries, op that subject.. 
The treaties of 1763, and 17^3, were those prxqcipally al- 
luded to by the undersigned, ^o illustrate Jhe practice of 
G.Britain. Sh^ did not admit in the first, nor, require ,ia 
the last, ar^y stipulations respecting the Indiaixs who, in.one 
C9se, had be^ ber enemies, ^n^ \n the pther, bi^r allies, auji 
whoi in both instances, fell by the peace within, the domin* 
ions.of that power against whom tl^ey |iad been engage^ 
in thf^preceeding* wan 

The oegpciati^n of 1701 was quoted for the pqrpose o( 
PfP^ing, what appears to be fully establi$)ied by the an- 
swer of £ngland to tfie ultimatum of France ^fJ^v^^^d ®J> 

'46 / /: ■ 
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Ihe first of September of thai year^ tlmt his Britannic mft-* 
je&ty uould not renounce hid right of protection over tfee Iw- 
d?at) natioiis reputed to be within his dominions, that is to 
»ay. between thcf British settlements and the Missistippi, 
Mr. Pitl s letter, cited by the British Pienipotentidrres, far 
from contradicting; that position, goes stiH further. It stales 
that * the fixation of the new limits to Canada, as proposed 
by France, is intended to shorten the extent of Canada, 
which was to be ceded to England, and to lengthen the 
boundaries of Louisiana, which Prance was to keep, and 
in the view to establish what must not be admitted, namely,^ 
that all which is not Caf^ada is Louisiana, whereby all the 
intermediate nations and countries, the true barrier to each 
province, viould be given up to France.' This is precise* 
ly the principle unitormly supported by the undersigned, to 
wit, that the recognition of a boundary gives up to the na- 
tion, in wliose behalf it is made, all the Indian tribes and 
coqutries within that boundary. It was on this principle 
that the undersigned have confidently relied on the treaty 
of 1783, what fixes and recognizes the boundary of the IJ. 
S. witliout making any reservation respecting Indian tribes. 

But the British Plenipotentiaries, unable to produce a 
solitary precedent of one European power treating for the 
savages inhabiting within the dominions of another, have 
been compelled, in support of their principle, to refer to the 
German empire, a body consisting of several independent 
states, recognized as such by the -whole world, and seper- 
ateiy maintaining with foreign powers the relations belong- 
ing to such a condition. Can it be necessary to prove that 
there is no sort of analogy between the political situation of 
these civilized communities, and that of the wandering 
tHbei of North American savages ? 

In refering to what the British Plenipotentiaries repre- 
g/cnt as ajartnitig and novel pretensions, what G. Britain 
can nevet fecognize, the undersigned might complain that 
these alledged pretensions have not been stated, either in 
terms or'in stibstance, as expressed by themselves. This, 
libwever^ is the less material, as any further recognition of 
them by G. Britain is not necessary nor required. On the 
t^ttiel-hand rlhey Can never admit nor recognize the principles 
or pretensibijs asserted in the course of this correspondence 
fey the British Plenipotentiaries, and whichy to them, ap- 
pear novel and alarming. 
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Tbe article proposed by the British FUstiipoleiUiartes* 19 
ibeirlastDpfa^ notincludiug^lhe Indian tribes as parties i^ 
the pqace, and leaving^ the tJ. States free to effect its object 
IB the modecoiisonsint with the relations, which they have 
coosiantfy maintained with those Iribes, partaking. also .(^ 
the natureof an amnesty, and being at the same time recipt- 
rocal, is uotiiable to that objection ; and accords with the 
views uniformly professed by the undersigned, of placing 
these tribes precisely, and in every respect, in the. same sit- 
Elation as that in which they stood before, the commence^ 
ment oi hostilities. This article, thus, proposing only what 
the undersigned have so often assured the British Plenipor 
tentiaries would necessarily follow, if indeed it has notial*- 
f«ady» as is highly probable, preceded-a peace between Q. 
Britain an(} the U. States. The undersigned agree to adr 
initit,Tn substance, as a provisional article, subject^ in the 
manner originally proposed by the British goveriimient, to 
Ahe approbation or rejectioo of the government of the O. 
States, which, having given no instrtietious to tb^ undeo- 
signed on this point, caimot b^ bound by any artiqkt thejr 
may admit pn the:subject. ; ; ,» 

It will, of course, bef understood, that if, unhappily peaoa 
ahcoild not be the result of the present, ntegociatioiir, .the arti- 
cle thus conditionally agreed.to shall be of no effect, and 
.^halluot, in any fulare negociatiod, bebrdught.tbfward by 
^tber parly, by way of argument or precedent. 1 . 

This article having been presented: as an indispensiblie 
preli^iinary^ and being now accepted^ tlie undersigned r^ 
^esttfae Bricish Plenipotentiaries to isommunicate to* them 
tbe^project of a treaty. embracing, all the points deemedmar- 
terial by G. Britain ; the undersigtied engaging on their 
part to deliver immediately' after, a counter project with res- 
pect to all the articles to which they may not agree, and oh 
Ibe subject deemed mateiial by the 1$^.. States, and, which 
may beamitted in the British project. 

JOHN a. ADAMS, J JON A. HOSSEU^i i 
3. A, B.\YARD, a. GALIiATIN. > 
H. CLAY, 

The British to the American Commissioners. 

Ghent, October 21, 1814. ; 
The undersigned have had the honor of receiving the 
note of the Anjerican Plenipo^ntiaries of the 13th inst 
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tbntmaiiicatiiigf tlieSr acceptance of the article- whiebUhe 
widersigned bad propo9e<l on the subject of tbe paciftcatkin 
and rights of the Indian nations. 

The undersigned are liappy in being thus relieved fitwi 
ttie necessity of recurring to several topics^ which though 
tbey aro^ in the course of their di9CWsiotMi«> hav!e only an 
incidbntaLconneciion with the differeiK^e i^eaidioiiig toHiie 
adj\ii4t(?d between the Xw^ countriies* 

With a view to this adjustment the undersigned prefer- 
in^ in the pi*esent state ot the oegoeiation a general .stater 
hnent of the format ari*angement of ^articIes, are willing sq 
-far to comply with the request of the Amerioan.Plentpetea- 
traries contained in their last note, as to wave the advaar 
tages to wftichthey think they were fairly entitled^af reqwr- 
Mi^ from them the first project of a ti*eaty. 

' The undersigned having stated at the first conference the 
-pointa upon which his: liiajesty's government considered 
the discussions between tlie two countries as likely to turn^ 
cannot betted- satisly the request of the American Plenipor 
teiitiaries than by ra^rridg^th^m to that conference tor a 
statement of the points which, in t^e ppiniph.pf his majesty's 
^vemmf^ty et remaihs'tobe adjusted,^ 
' With respect to the .forcible seizure of. mariaera from oa 
l)oard aiepchant vesstfls on the high seas, and the right of 
the kin^<lf G. Britain to the allegiaiiice of all hisaubjeds, 
and with respect toihe maritime rights 'Of the. British emt; 
*pire the undeiistgufd contpeive, that after the pretensions as* 
-aerted by the ^ovettiiiieht of fhe U. States, a more aa4isfaca> 
lory pmof of ^e ooncihatory spirit of bisiMajj«sty's.go«erB> 
ment cannot be givehl than, uot requiriug/ufny stipulatknn oA 
thole subjects^ which thoogfa mo^t importatd* in Uiem^lvesb 
Bo longer in conseqoence of the.iiiaritiane {lacifioatiaa of 
.£urope, produce the same practical resultsi 

On the subject uJFibe ifi^iheries iheundleraigoed ^^^pressed 
i;^ith 80 much frankness at th§ conference already referred to, 
the Viewsof their gov erhnlit^nt, that they conaider any further 
pbservatioiiapri that topic]a$ u^iiecaisary at the pres^nttime. 

On the question of tlie boundary between the dominions 
of his majesty and those of the U. States the Modersigned 
are led. to expect frdm the discussion which this aufaject ha& 
already undergone, that the northwest boundary from the 
lake of the Woods to the Mississippi, the intended arranget 
uent of ISO^^t will be admitted without ot^^clion^ 
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. fo fegard td other boAndafies the Atriericiift Ptenlpoten- 
ftiaric^ ifilheit ntAB of Aagiirt^4A, a^eat^ iri totiie mea- 
sure to object «o the proJjOtttifOM then twade by the under- 
iHf nedaslbe bmisof uiipas^detiB. IPhe tmdersi^ded are 
wiUiAg to* treat on thai basii^ fttibjectto such modifii^atfons 
9s oratiiai cotiv^iiienc'e'mny befotmd to r^qitire^ atid they 
trwl tbal4he Amert^aa Plenipotentiaries ^ifl shew by their 
ready accet^nee of this femi^ that they difly appreciate 
%hid moderaliob ^f-hin tMJiesty's government* \t\ bo far ' con^^ 
jNiktng Iheii^nor and fair ^r^teosioni^bf the U. 8tate^ as in 
th^ relative siUisftioti of the two eountfies, tb itothoriiM such 
afnip«ei4»oiK ' ^ 

TtemidemigTied avait themselves of thii$ opportunity t0 
renew to tUm Atnertcan Fknipotentiuries, the assatance of 
their high consideration* r - ^ ". - 

^ . . GAMBIER, 

^ W.ADAMS. 

TkeAmiriean td theBfiHsh Conmissimeirs* 

^ Gfii£K«r, Oct. 34> 1^14* ; 

The undersigned have the honor to acknowl^ge th6 
feoeipt of the note of the' British Plenipotentiaries^ of th^ 
ai^itist. . ^ 

AnMogst the general oteervatiotis whi^h-the tfndersign^ 
^,in their note cirfihe>84th Aug. ihade on- th<? proposition!^ 
ifaen iNPoa^ forward on ih^part of the BKti^ governinenti 
^bxyrem^^d tl^t these propositions were founded neith- 
lEsr on tte basts oi utt possi^iHiii nor op that ot status anU 
peiiim* But so far were they fVom suggesting th<6 uti pos^ 
MJefeis as the basis on which they were tlisposed to treat, 
that in tkd ittm/e note they expressly stated that they had 
been instructed lo condude a peace on the principles of 
both pa#lieaiiestoiing whateter territory they inigM have 
taken. The ondersign^d also declared in that note, that 
they had^no authority to cede any pati of the territory of 
the U. States, and that to no stipulation to that effect would 
they subscribe ;* and hi the note of the 9d) Sept. after hav* 
ing shewn that thebasis of uti ))Ossidetis, such as was known 
to ^xist at tiie eommencemeotof ^e negociatron, give no 
claim to his Britannic nobjesty to cession of territory found- 
^ upon the right of conquest, they added that even if the 
chances erf war dbould give to the British ankis a momentsu' 
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ry possession of olhef parts of the ierl*itory of IheU. SiideSf 
•och events wooJaI not aH^rtbe^r views mth regard to tbe 
terms of peace lovvliich they wo^ild give their consent 

The uDdersigtied<^an row ooty repeat tfaMedeclaraLioafl 
and decUoe treating Qpon the basis of uti possidbtis,: or up- 
on' any other princtpte tiivolvtHg a cMsioti.of.aBjr part of 
tiie territory of lheU« btaU^ As they hi^v# uaitorody 
etatedi t^y can treat only np^Mi the pnacipje.of «ki4ual rm^ 
■toration of whatev^ territory cnay ba^ beea Ud^en by 
either party. From this prtoi^tpl^ Ihey canaat reeede^ anid 
the uadersigoed alter the repefvted decliaratiom of the. Bri- 
tish PleptpotentiarieSy that G. Britain bad no -view to^ao- 
qaisition of territory, in this negocialion, deem it necess«)ry 
to add« tM.the utility of its. ooatianaoce. depemdsoii their 
adherence to this principle. 

The Qiidersi^rri^ having declared in their nate oTthe 21st 
of Ailg.' that although instructed and prepared to enter into 
an amicabte di$!iqi$si<H< of all the points, on which differ- 
ences or uncertainty bad existed, and wbioh might hereaf- 
ter tend toint^r^fi^^theAbariWJn^.of tbe.tw^ c©iu^ they 
"woiild pot faaki^ the cmciusion of the peace at all depend 
upon a succc^sfui rimAi ot the diaciii$sion, and having since 
agreed tP th? iwlim.i«ary aflicleirpfopi^ed.by the British 
government, had believed that tlie negocmtion already ^o 
long prt}trae|^»;cQUJkl* nokj be bJ^gfet to anle^rlytcooclu- 
sion, otherwise, rtan by itbeo^lom^UQatfota of aprojiecAjeiii* 
bracing all the .<rtb*r spe^^ifii^ propositi^ns/whick <ji< Briiam 
intend^ to offek\ , They repeat their re^tie^t in .tliat>resi' 
pect andM^iH hm^e no Q)i)jiecJ»on toasimuitanequsei^ehange 
of the projecta.of both partje^ This* course will Mbring 
fairly into discussion tlie other;t(ii^Sten»braeed iiv th^,klat 
note of the Britisb Plenipotei^tiari^s,* ta w4M<^.the .under- 
aigned have thougM it necess^y to adv^t^ th<pi?e$(^ Ume. 
, The undfrsignedcenew t^tbe British Fkuipokmtiaries 
tlie assurance of their high cooai deration.^ 



J. a ATMMS,, 
J. A. BAYARD, 
H. CLAY, 

The BrUishto IJieAwmcanCimimsswners, 



A. GAliLATlJS- 



Ghe3^Ti Octobeia*8t..l8l4. 
The undersigned have tbie bonor to ackiiM>«vlc^^ tbe re- 
ceipt of the note add(*essedto them by the Antiertcaj) Pleni* 
potentigries on the 24^ insU in which tbey object to the 
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-basis of uti possidi^tis profK)^ by the undersigned as that 
on which they are willing to treat in regard tf» i>art of the 
bodnflaries between the donfirifbns of ^lus Majesty and those 
of the U; States.* : . . 

' Thfe Awertcan Ptenipdtetitiaries intheirnoteof the 13th 
inst. TJBqOf sted the undersigned to cotauioiifcate- to theqi 
rtie project 6f a tre^y embracrrtg* aH' thie points insisted on 
by G. Britain, engagin^on their part to^deliverimmediate^- 
ly aftcfr a <Jo6iYtffe project as to -all the atlieks to Which they 
nii^ht not asfree, and as to alKhe stiBjeel^ deemed material 
by the 17. States^i and omitted in ttie project t>f the under- 
signed. ' ' 

The undersigned wiere accordingly ittstf acted to wave 
the question of etiquette and the advantage which might 
result from receiving the fir^t communication, and, confid- 
ing in the engagement of the' American PleoApolentiaries, 
communicated in their hbte of the 2 1st inst. all the points 
upon which thi^y are instructed to insist. 
' The AnfeVican Pfenipotentiarres have objected to one es- 
setitial part of the project thus communicated i but before 
the dndersigned can enter into the dist*ussion on this ob- 
jection, they must reqoire from the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries that, pursuant to their engagement, they will deliver 
a countre project containing all their objections to the points 
submitted by the andersigned together with a statement of 
such fui'tber points as the government of the U. States con- 
sider to be material. ' 

The undersigned are authorised td state: distinctly, that 
the article as^ to the pacification and rigllta of the Indian 
nations having been accepted, Ihey have brought forward 
in their note of the 21st inst. all the propositions they have 
to bffer. ' They have no farther demands to make, no other 
stipulations on which they are instructed to insist, sind they 
are empowered to sign a treaty of peace forthwith in Con- 
formity with those stated in their former note. 

The undersigned trust, therefore, that the American 
Plenipotentiaries will no longer hesitate to bring forward 
in the form o*' articles 6r othe^-wise, ds they may prefer, 
those specific projKisilidns upon which they are empowered 
to sign s. treaty of peace betvveen the two countries. 

OAMBIER, 
HENRY GOULBURN. 
W. ADAMS. 
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am Ai»iqsKMJc^ 

imMTT OF PEACM. 
JAM£ft MADISON, 

flUDSIBEN'rOF THV UNITfB S'rATES QFAMSHlOl. 

To aUandmngufm'^ nkamUmte ft^exUM ^kfUl eome^ Qmtlmg* 
WHKR£ A.$ a treaty of peace and amity between the 
U* States of Aoierioa, and his Britaonic ma^sty was 
sigoec} at Ghent, on tli^e tweoiy fourth day ot* Oeeember, 
one thousand eifbt hundred. a«^ fourteen^ by the Pleiiipo* 
teutiaries respectively appointed for that purpose ; and the 
wd treaty haviog beei), by and with the advice and eon-^ 
sent of the Senate of the (J. States, duly accepted, ratified^ 
and contu^m^dy on the seventeenth day fof February, one 
thous^iul ei^ht hundrecl and fifteen ; and ratified copied 
thereof having been exchanged agreeably to the tenor of 
the said treaty^ which is in the words folioiving^ to wit: 

Treatj/ ofpea^eandumiiy between his Britaimic Ma-- 
jesly and the United Hitates of Amerioa^ 

His Britaonic majesty and the U. Sjtates of America^ 
desirous of terminating the war which has unhappily sub^ 
^is^d between the two cuuutries, and of restoring, upott 
principles of perfect reciprocity, peace, friendship^ and 
good understanding between ihem, have, tor that purpose^ 
appointed their respective Plenipotentiaries, that is to say :, 
his Britamiic majesty, on his part, has appointed the right 
honorable James lord Gamh\€J\ late Admiral of the white^ 
now Admiral of the redsquadron of his majesty *sfleet,^6f»iy 
Goulburn^ Esquire, a member of the imperial parliament 
and under sepr^ry of slate, and William AdamSf £squire, 
doctor of civil laws : — and. the President of (he U* States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate tbereol*, 
has appouited John Quinsy Adams, James A* Bayard^ 
Henry Clay^ Jonatlmn Musseilf and Albert GaUaim, citt^ 
zens of the U* States, who after a reciproeal commnoica- 
lion of their res|^ctive &1II powers^ have agreed upon the 
following articles : 

, ABTICfLB THC FIBST. 

There shall be a firm and universal peace between his 
Britannic majesty and the United States^ and between their 
respective, comitries, territories, cities, towns, and people 
of every degree, without exception of phices or persons. 
All hostilities, both by sea and land, shall cease as soon as 
this treaty shall have been ratified by both parties, z» here* 
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inafter mentioned. All territory, places and possessions 
whatsoever, taken from either party by the other, daring 
the ^ar, or which may be taken alter tiie signuig of this 
treaty, cliceplr»g^ only the islands hereinafter mentioned, 
shall be restored wilhuut delays and without causing any 
de<ttruotion, of tarrying aw«y any of the artillery or other 
public proipeity owgioally captured in the said farts or 
places, and which shall remain therein upon the exchange^ 
of the ratifications of this treaty, of any slaves or other pri- 
vate proj>eiity. And all archives, records, deeds, and pa- 
pers, either of a public nature, or belongnigto private per- 
sons, which, in the course of the war, may have fallen into 
the hands of the officers of either party, shall be, as far as 
may be practicable, forthwith restored and delivered to the 
proper authorities and persons to whom they respectively 
belong. Such of the islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy 
as are claimed by both parties, shall remain in the posses-* 
sionofthe party in whoto <»ccapation they may be at the 
time of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, un- 
til the decision respecting the title to the said islands shall* 
have been made in conformity with the fourth article of this 
treaty. No dispasition made by this treaty, a^ to such pos- 
session ol'the islands and territoi*ies claimed by both par- 
ties, shall in any manner whatever, be constiHied to affect 
the right of either. 

ARTICLE THE SECOND. 

In[jmediat<^ly aftei* the ratification of this treaty by both 
parties, as hereinafter mentioned, orders shall be sent to 
the ar^nies; squadrons^ officers, subjects and citi^^ens, of the 
two powers to cease from all hostdities : and to prevent all 
causes of complaint which might arise* on account T>f' the* 
prizes which may be taken at sea after the said ratifica- 
tions of thfs treaty, it is reciprocally agreed, that^all vessels 
and etfeets which n»ay be taken after the space of twelve 
days from the said ratifications, upon, all parts of the coast 
of North America, from the latitude of twenty-three degrees 
north, to the latitude of fifty degrees norlb^ and as far east- 
ward in the Atlantic ocean, as the thirty«sisth degree of 
west longitude from the meridian of Greenwich, iJ^all be 
restored taegch skle. That Jhe time shall' be thirty days 
in all other parts of the Atlantic ocean, north efi the equi- 
noctial line or e€[uator, and the same time for the British 

- 47 .. . : • ; .' . , 
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and Irisli channels, for the Gulf of Mexico and all part& of 
the West Indies; forty days for the North Seas, for the 
Baltic, and for all parts of the Mediterranean ; sixty days 
for the Atlantic ocean south of the e^juator as far as the lat- 
itude of the Cape of Good Hope } ninety days for every 
part of the world south of the equator ; and one hundred 
and twenty days for all other parts of the world, without ex^ 
ception. 

ARTICUS THE THlRU. 

All prisoners of war taken on either side, as w.ell by land 
as by sea, shall be resitored as soon as practicable atler I he 
ratification of this treaty, as hereinafter mentioned, on their 
paying the debts which they n>ay have contracted during 
their captivity. The two contracting parties respectively 
engage to discharge in specie, the advances which rnay 
have been made by the other for the sustenance and mam- 
teuance of such prisoners. 

ARTlCLFi THE FOURTH. 

Whereas it was stipulated by the second article in the 
treaty of peace, of one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
three, between his Britannic majesty and the U. States of 
America, that the boundary of the U. States should com- 
prehend all islands within twenty leagues of any part of 
the shores of the U. States, and lying between lines to be 
drawn due east from the points where the aforesaid boun- 
daries, between Nova Scotia, on .the one part, and East 
Florida on the other, shall respectively touch the bay of 
Fundy, and the Atlantic ocean, excepting such islands as 
now are, or heretofore ha\e been, within the limits of Nova 
Scotia ; and whereas the several islands in the Bay of Pas-* 
sammaquoddy, which is part of the Bay of Fundy, and the 
island of Grand Menan in the said Bay of Fundy, a^e 
claimed by the U. States as being comprehended within 
their aforesaid boundaries, which said islands are claimed 
as belonging to bis Britannic majesty, as having beeA at the 
time of, and previous to, the aforesaid treaty of one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty three within tlie limits of 
the province of Nova Scotia : in order, therefore, finally to 
decide upon these claims, it is agreed that they shall be re- 
ferred to two commissioners, to be /appointed in the fol" 
lowing manner, viz. one commissioner shall be appointed 
hy his Britannic majesty, and one by the President ol* the 
U» States, by and with the advice and consent of the senate 
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thereof, and the said two comniissioners so appointed shall 
be sworn impartially to examine and decide upon the said 
claims according to such e\idence as shall be laid before 
them on the part of his Britannic majesty and of the United 
States respectively. The said commissioners shall meet at 
St. Andrews, in the province olNevt; Brunswick, and shall 
have power to adjourn to such other place or places as they 
shall thmk fit. The said commissioners shall, by a decla- 
ration or report under their hands and seals, decide to 
which of the two contracting parties the several islands 
aforesaid do respectively belong, in conformity with the 
true intent of the said treaty of peace of one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three. And if the said commissioners 
shall agree in their decision, both parties shall consider 
such decision as final and conclusive. It is further agreed, 
that in the event of the two commissioners difiering upon 
all or any of the matters so referred to them, or in the event 
of both or either of the said commissioners refusing or de- 
clining, or wilfully omitting to act as such, they shall make, 
jointly or sleparately, a report or reports, as well to the gov- 
ernment of his Britannic majesty as to that of the U. States^ 
stating in detail the points on which they differ, and the 
erounds upon which their respective opinions have been 
formed, or the grounds upon which they, or either of them, 
have so refused, declined, or omitted to act. Aiid his Bri- 
tannic majesty, and the government of the U. States here- 
by agree to refer the report or reports of the said commis- 
sioners, to some friendly sovereign or state, to be then nam- 
ed for that purpose, and who shall be requested to decide 66 
the differences which ma\ be stated in the said report or 
reports, or upon the report of one commissioner, together 
with the grounds upon which the other commissioner shaU 
have refused, declined or omitted to act as the case may be. 
And if the commissioners, so refusing, declining, or omit- 
ting to act, shall also wilfully omit to state the grounds up- 
on which he has so done, in such manner that the said, 
statement may be referred to such friendly sovereign, oi? 
state, together with the report of sucl^ pther commissioner,, 
then such sovereign or slate shall depid? ^x parte upon th« 
said report alone. And his jPritannip majesty and the 
government of the U. States engage to consider the deci- 
sion of some friendly sovereign or state tQ be sncli and ^o^;* 
elusive on all the matters so referredc 



Digitized by 



Google 



S7f im»£NBIX. 



I 



AJITICLE THB FIFTH. 
Wftcreas neither that point of the highlands h'lng due 
north from the source of the river St. Croix, and designate 
ed ui the former treaty of peace t>etweeii the two powers as 
the nortliwest angle of N<»va Scotia, now the north-wes- 
ternmost head ot Connecticut river has not been ascertain- 
ed ; and whereas tlml part of the boundary line between the 
dominion ol the two powers which extends from the source 
of the river St. Croix directly norlh to the abovementioned 
north-west angle ot" Nova Scotia, thence along the saui 
hig'bbnds which divide those rivers that empty themselves 
into the river St. Lawrence from those which fall mtotbe 
Atlantic ocean to the north* westernmost head of Connecticut 
river, thence down along the middle of the river to the for* 
ty-fifth degree of north latitude; thence by a line due west 
on said latitude until it strikes the river Iroquois or Cata- 
ragny , has not yet been surveyed : — It is agreed that for those 
several purposes two commissioners shall be appointed, 
sworn and authorised, to act exactly in the manner direct- 
ed with' respect to those ntentioued in the next precedmg 
article, unless^ otherwise iipecified iii the present article. 
The said commissioners shall meet at St Amlrews in 
the province of Mew-brunswick, and shall have power to 
adjourn to such other place or places as they shall think 
fit. The said commissioners shall have power to as- 
certain and determme the points abo^ e mentioned, in con- 
formity with the provisions of the said treaty of peace 
of one thousand seven hundred and eighly-thrie, and shall 
cause the boundary aforesaid^ from the source of the river 
.St. Croix to the river Iroquois or Cataragny, to be survey- 
ed and marked according to the said provisions. The said 
commissioners shall make a map of the said boundary, and 
annex io it ^ declaration under their ha ids and seals, certi- 
fying it to be the true map of the said boundary, and par- 
ticularizing the latitude and longitude of the north-west an- 
gle of Nova Scotia, of the north- western most bead of Con- 
necticnl river, aijd of such other points of the same bounda- 
ry as lliey may deem proper. And both parties agree to 
consider such map and declaration as finally and conclu- 
sively fixing the said boundary. And in the event of the 
said twocommissroners differing, or both, or either of themi 
refusing or decfmuig, or wilfullv omitting to act, such re- 
ports, declarations, or statements, shall be ♦made by them j^ 
pr either of them, aud such reference to a frien4'y sove^- 
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eignor state, shall be m^e, in. aU re«peois as in th^ latter 
part of the fourth article is coi^inedy and in asfiill a man- 
ner, as if the same was herein repealed. 

ARTICLE THE SIXTH. 

: Whereas by the former treaty of peace that portion of 
the bouudary of Ihe U. States ironi the point where the 
forlv -fifth degree of north latitude strikes t^e river Iroquois 
or Cataragny to the lake Superior, H^asdeclared to be ' along 
the middle of said river into lake Ontario, through tfa^ 
middle of said lake until it strikes the communication by 
water between that Mke and lake £rie, thence along tbe 
noiddle of said communication into lake Erie, thraqgh tbo 
piiddle of said lake until it arrives at the water commuuica* 
tion into the lake. Huron, thence thi'9^gb the middle of said 
lake to the water communication between that lake and 
lake Bu{)erior/ And whereas doubts have arisen what 
was the middle of said river, lakes, and water commuiuca- 
tions, and whether certain islands lying in the same were 
within the dominions of his Britannic majesty or of the U. 
States ; in order, therefore, finally to decide these doubts^ 
they shall be refened to two commissioners, to be appoint- 
ed, sworn, and authorised to act exactly in the manner dj-* 
reded with respect to those mentioned in the next preced- 
ing article, unless otherwise speciiied in. this present arti- 
cle. The said commissioners shall meet, in the first in«< 
stance, at Albany, ii^ the state of New* York, and shall 
have power to adjourn to such other place or places as they 
shall think fit. The said commissioners shall by a report or 
declaration, under their hands and seals, designate the 
boundary through the said river, lakes, and water commu- 
nications, and decide to which of the two contracting par-* 
ties the several islands lying within the said river, lakeSp 
and water communication^, do respectively belong, in con- 
formity with the true inient of the said treaty of one thou-r 
sand seven hundred and eighty ^tbree. And both parties 
agree to consider such designation and decision as final 
and conclusive. And in the event of the said two commis-* 
sioners differing, or both, or either of them, refusing, declin- 
ing, or wilfully omitting to act, such reports, declarations, 
or statements, shall be made by them, or eitlier of them, 
and such reference to a friendly sovereign or state shall be 
made in all respects as in the latter part of the fourth arti- 
cle is contained, and in as full a manner as if the same wall . 
i^yerein repeated. .« 
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ARTICLE THE SEVENTH. 
It is furllier agreed that the Huid two last mentioned com* 
missioners, after they shall have executed the duties assign- 
ed to them in the preceding article, shall be, and they are 
hereby authorised, upon their oaths impartially to fix and 
determine, according to the true intent of the said treaty of 
peace, of one thousand seven hundred and 'eighty-three, 
that part of the boundary between the dominions of the two 
powers, which extends from the water conlmunication be- 
ItWeen lake Huron and lake Superior, to the most north- 
western point of the lake of the Woods, to decide to which 
of the two parties the several islands lying in the lakes, wa- 
ter communications, and rivers, forming the said boundary, 
do respectively belong, in conformity with the true mterit 
of the said treaty of peace of one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-three ; and to cause such parts of the said boun- 
dary, as require it, to be surveyed and marked. The said 
commissioners shall, by a report or declaration under their 
hands and seals, designate the boundary aforesaid, state 
their decision on the points thus referred to them^ and par* 
ticularise the latitude and longitude of the most north- wes- 
ternmost point of the lake of the Woods, and of such other 
parts of the said boundary as they may deem proper. And 
tnith parties agree to consider such designation and deci- 
sion as final and conclusive. - And in the event of the said 
two commissioners differing, or both, or either of thenj re- 
fusing, declining, or wilfully omitting to act, such reports 
declarations, or statements, shall be made by them, or eith- 
er of them, and such reference to a friendly sovereign or 
state, shall be made in all respects, as in the latter part of 
the fourth article is contained, and in as full a manner as if 
the same was herein repeated. 

AKTXCLC THE EIGHTH. 

The several boaVds ot two comuussioners mentioned in 
the four preceding articles, shall respectively have power 
to appoint a secretary, and to employ such surveyors or 
other persons as they shall judge necessary. Duplicates of 
all their respective reports, declarations, statements, and de- 
cisions, and of their accounts, and of the journal of th^ir 
proceedings shall be delivered by them to the agents of his 
Britannic majesty, and to the agents of the U. States who 
may be respectively appointed and authorised to manage 
the business on behalf of theirrespective governments. The 
said commissioners shall be respectively paid in such maa- 
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ter as shall be agreed between the two contracting' parties^ 
such agreement being to be settled at the time of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this treaty. — And all other 
expences attending the said commissioners shall be defray* 
ed equally by the two parties. And in the case of death* 
sickness, resignation, or necessary absence, the place of ev- 
ery such commissioner respectively shall be supplied ia 
the same manner as such commissioner was first ai^pointed^ 
and the new commissioner shall take the same oath or af- 
firmation, and do the same duties. It is further agreed 
between the two contracting parties, that in case any of the 
Islands mentioned in any of the preceding articles, which 
were in possession of one of the parties prior to the com- 
meitcement of the present war between the two countries, 
should by the decision of any of the boards of commission- 
ers aforesaid, or of ,the sovereign or state so referred to as 
in the four next preceding articles contained, fall within 
the dominions of the other party, all grants of land made^ 
previous to the commencement cf the war by the party hav- 
ing had such possession, shall be as valid as if such Island 
or Islands, had by such decision or decisions, been adjudg- 
ed to be within the dominions of the party having had such 
possession. 

AUTICLE THE NINTH* 

The U. States of America engage to put an end, im- 
mediately alter the ratification of the present treaty, to hos- 
tilities, with all the tribes or nations of Indians with whom 
they may be at war, at the time of such ratification, and 
forthwith to restore to such tribes or nations, respectively, 
all the possessions, rights and privileges, which they may 
l|ave enjoyed or been entitled to in 1811, previous to such 
hostilities : provided always, that such tribes or nations shall 
agree to desist from all hostilities against the U. States of 
America, their citizens and subjects, upon the ratification 
of the present treaty being notified to such tribes or nations,, 
and shall so desist accordingly. And his Britannic ma- 
jesty engages, on his part, to put an end, immediately 
after the ratification of the present ti-eaty, to hostilities^ 
with all the tribes or nations of Indians with whom he 
may be at war, at the time of such ratification, and forth- 
with to restore to such tribes or nations respectively, all 
the possessions, rights and privileges, which they uiay 
Imvft enjoyed or been entitled to in the year 1811, previous 
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to sach hostilities : proTided always, Ihat such tribes or na'^ 
ttonsttbaH agree to desist from all hostilities against his Bri- 
tannic majesty and his subjects, npon the ratification of tite 
present treaty being notified to such tribes or nations, and 
shall so desist aceordingly. 

ARTICLE THE TENTH. 

Whereas the traffic in slaves is irreconcilable mih the 
principles of humanity and justice, and whereas both his 
Majesty and the United States are desirous of conliiuiing 
their efforts to promote its entire abolition, it is hereby 
agreed that both the contracting parties shall use their best 
endeavors to accomplish so desirable an objects 

ARTICLE THE ELEVENTH. ' 

' This treaty, when the same shall have heen ratified on 
both sides, without alteration by either of the coatraclingf 
parties, and the ratifications mutally exchanged, shall be 
binding on both parties, and the ratifirations shall be ex- 
changed at Washington, in the space of four months from 
this day or sooner if practicable. 

In taith whereof, we, the respective Plenipotentiaries, have 
signed this treaty, and have thereunto affixed pur seals. 
Done; in triplicate, at Ghent, the twenty-fourth d^y of 
December,one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 
(I-. s.) GAMBIER, 

(L. s.) HENRY GOULBUHN, 

(I-.S.) WILLIAM ADAMS, 

(I-.S.) . JOBN Q. ADAMS, 

(I-. s.) J. A. BAYARD, 

(I-. s.) H. CLAY, 

(i.. s.) JON A. RUSSELL, 

(I..S.) A. GALLATIN, 

Now therefore, to die end that the said treaty of peace aod amity may 
be observed with jgood faith, on the part of the U. States, I, James Madi' 
son, President as aforesaid, have caused the premises to be made pubHc; 
and I do hereby enjoin all persons bearing ofjice, civil or military, with- 
in the U. States, and all other citiKens or inhabitants thereof, or being 
within the same, fiftithfully to observe and fulfil the said treaty and everf 
e a use and Article thereof, 
in testimony whereof, 1 have caused the seal of the U. States to be aflfix- 

(b. 8.) ed to these presents, and signed the same with my hand. 
Done at the city of Washington, this eighteenth dny of February, »n *|j^ 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and of the 
sovereignty and independence of the U. States the thirty nifitb* 
By the President, JAMES MADISON. 

JAME% MONROE, Ming Secretary of State. 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIST OF VESSELS 

I'AKBN FROM &REAT BRITAIN, BY TBB TXTBZIC ANI> 
PRIVATE ARMED VESSELS OF THE UJflTED STATES, 

DURING THE WdR. 



i 

2 
3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10-20 

21 

22 

ts 

24-2,' 
26 
27 
28 



Nam£9 of vessels. 

s«h'r. Whiting* 
brig UiyeseB 
brig Gypsey 
brig Pickering 
Khip Roba &. Betsey 
ship Margaret 
iraosport No. 60* 
brig BloodbouDd^ 

sloop 

1 1 transport boats* 



•9 

CD 



I 

201 



12 



Taken by Ike 



121 60 



ihip Concord 
brig Elbe 
brig Herman 
a brig and sch'r . 
ship Jline 
ship Emperor 
ship Bzp«riikietit 

29-32 ^ sbips and brigs 

3S scb'r Wade 

34 brig Eliza 

^SSl 3 sbaHopt 

S8 brig— 

Q9 Moop Endeatror 

AO brtg Juno 

41 ship — 

42 brig— 
43-45 S scb're 



N. 



14 



46 
47 
4a{ 
49 



53 

64 

£5-58 

59 

eo 

61 
62 
63 
64-65 



brig VTabisch 
sch'r Ann 
schV Pindar 
ship Jarrett 



50-52 3 schooners 



schooner — 
sch^r Ann 
4 schooners 
brig- 
schooner— 
sohooner— 
sloop— 
Bch'r Fanny 
2 schooners 



Dpsh 

Pau I Jones 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Teazer 

Madison - 

Cora 

Y. Militia 

do. 

Fame 

do. 

Dolphin. 

do. 
Madison 
Gun Boatsf 
do. . 
do. 

ReTeaue Cutterf 

Madison 

Lion 

liion &. Snowbird 



18 



Jrrived at 

Hampton Roadi 

Norfolk 

New-York 

Gloucester 

Charleston 

Portland 

Gloucester 

AnnapoUs 

PutQig^ville 

Ogdensburg 

8alem 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Gloucester 
St^ Maiy'a 
do. 
do. 
Amelia . 
Salem 
Marblehead 
do. 



Polly 

Madison 

do. 

do. 

Jefferson 

Dolphin 

Nonpareil 

Gun Boatsf 

Fair trader 

do. 

Dolphin 

do. 

leffer &, Dolphin 

Dolphin 

Lion 

Argua 

Polly 

Dolphin 

Buckskin 



Salem 

do. 
Cape- Ann 

do. 
Satem 

do. 
Cfaarleatoii 
Amelia 
Salem 

do. 
made a cartel 
Salem 

do. 

do. 
Marblehead 
PorUand 
Salem 
Baltimore 
Salem 



' Nete. Those marked with a [«]were £f, B. 
Jbid those TvUk a [fjore (/. S.ptiJblic vessels. 

48 



Mqgesty's puUicmseh, 
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378 

jtranspoc^ fc 
[sch'r Mai^ 
ihffi Mary 
ich'r— 
Isdi'r Dilift 
2 Hchoooer 
la SHOW 
jSchV Jaoe 
^hip Ann ( 
[barque St. 
bri^ Sltanoi 
9chV Sftllj 
sch'r Neisc 
schooner— 
Mch'r 3 Brc 
barque 
brig- 
ship hlom} 
?chV Alfre 
-chV Khza 
hr L'idy S 
i>r Eliza & 
s^^ifi Bi>yd 
Dri^ Kauii^ 
^cli'r Polly 
i brigs 

ftip Hassa 
i>i ig.Harm 
brig— . 
ship Bri&^ai 
bri^ Wald< 
schV Ann 
ah PrJBce 
ship 

sehVHarri 
brig Cere» 
bfig-N 
>ri?c\Villia 
vhips* &c br; 
brio: ^L sch 
sch'r IfldtK 
sch'r Pferse 
ship Simoi 
Honduras 
bri^ Ameltti^ 
^ii^r Mary . 
schooner — . 
9ehV Union 
brie: Elizabeth 

127-129 brigs 

130-13lJ3ch'r& sloop 



76 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84p 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
9^-95 

96 

97 

98 

99 
100 
lOl 
102 
lOj 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 

i09--n.^ 

116-11 

118 

119 

120 

121 

122 

123 

124 

125. 

126 



APPENmX. 






F. Esseif 


Baltimore 


97 


do. 


ransomed 




Buckskin 


Salem 




, Dolphin 


do. 




Fair Trader 


Wiscasset 




Polly 


Salem 




Snowbird 


do. 




Rev. Cutterl 


Savannah 




Dolphin 


[Harblehead 




Gossamer 


Boston 




Rapid 


Portland 


16 


Rev. Cutlerf 


Savannah * 




Teazer 


made a cartel 




Bdckskin 


Salem 




Fame 


do. 




Wiley Reynard 


Boston 




Catheriiie 


Portland 




Polly 


ransomed 




Comet 


Baltimore 




Spencer 


do. 




Polly 


Salem 




Marenp;o 


New- York 




Gov. M'Kean 


Phrlad^lpfai» 


i 


Globe 


do. 




Matilda 


, do. 




Wiley Reynard 


Boston 




do. 


Wiscasset . 




Pai 1 Jones 


Pbiladelphiff 


20 


' do. 


Savannah 


28 


Yankee 


New York 




^do. 


made a cartel 


21 


^rom 


Baltimore 




Teazer 


Portland 




Globe 


Baltimore 


86 


Gov M'Kean 


iPhiKadeipbift 




Teaser 


Portland 




Higih Flyer 


Baltimore 




John 


Salem 




l.ynn 


Gloiicestep 




Rossie 


Boston 




de. 


iKn^nt 


08 


do. ' 


mad4 a cartet 




Benj. Franklin 


New York 




Nonsuch 


Charleston 


39 


Globe 


Norfolk 


12 


M^rV'Ami 


Gherrleston 


I0| 17 


d#. 


do. 






do. 


burnt 






do. 


rnade ft cartel 






John 


i:;^alem 


4 


^2 


John 


Salem 






do. 


ransomed 




• 


Orlando 


Gloucester 






Digiti 


.edbyGoOQk 



APP£K]|IX« 



9?« 



132 
133 
134 
1;>5 
136 
137 
138 

140 
141 
lu 
143 

144 
li5 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 

IJ^ 

154 

166 

lo6 

167 

158 

159 

1^0 

161 

162 . 

163 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

n3 

174 
175 

176 
177 
178 
179 

180 
181 
182 
183 
184 



^ng0e]i.31ak« 

brig— 
bi i^ James 
>iiip Apollo 
hip Royal Bounty 
»rig Mary 
•chr V^nus ^ 
saip Oj^biifn 
)rig l^liza 
>rig Richard 

lig Nancy 
irie;— ^ 

>chr > 

»rig Leonidas 
-chr Sky Lark 
brig Lady Prevost 
brig Friends 
brig Mary 

hip Jane 
^hip John 
schr— . 
ship Grenada 
spb*r Shadock 
barque Diana 
brig Roe buck 
shyi Guerriere* 
Htlg Ladjr Warren 
brig 4bona 
barque Harriet 
brig Dutchess 
brig Traveller 
« brig Henry 
sbip UttpeweU 
brig Hazard 
Beh*r Pboebe 
brig Thetis 
brig Alfred 
brig Aulelope 
ship Kitty 
scb'r Spunk 
Bcli'r Providence 
ship Guayana 
^ t^r duke of savoy 
•ship Pursuit 
Isbip B^ergreeiL 

»rtg ?^ew Liverpool 
ip Mary Ana 

ihi(» Elizabetii 

(Ch'r James 

Wig Pursuit 

brig Tay 

ship Britannia 

brig Howe 



10 



14 



49 



2y 

47 

n 



R^enue Cirfier-HChatlestob 



18 
30 

10 



302 



26 



BuDker Hill 
do. 
John 
Yankee 
do. 
I^zer 
. io. 
Mafrengo 

Industry 

Fair Trader 

BuKiker Hill 

Leander 

Mars 

Bunker Hill 

Marengo 

Beni. Franklin 

Rossie 
F. Presidenlf 
Teazer 
Young Eagle 

do. 
High Flyer 
Rosa man d 



F. Constitutionf '»"*'"* 



do. 
Falmoath! 
Salem 
Bunk 

made a cartd 
Portland > 

do. 
New York 
Marblehead 
Sateni 
New York 
Providence 
Savannab 
New York 

do. 
Boston 

Salem 
Philadelphia 
Portland 
iCbarlestoQ 

do. 
ISavanbah 
Norfolk 



do. 
do. 
do. 
J*. Congressf 
do. 
Yankee 
Cornet 
ship Waspt 
Squando' 
Yankee 

do. 
Dolphin 
Rossie . 
Fair Trader 



do. 

4o. 

do, 

do. 

do. 
(Newport 
Baltimoit 
iBoston 
tPortftfooath 
[burnt 

do. 
fSatem 
IPortiand 
fSaieni 



Wiley Reyaard New York 



18 



DroDio 
Decatur 
Atla% 
Do^hiD 
Yankee 
High Flyer 
Sarah- Ann 
Dolphin 
Rapid 
do. 
Thrasher 
Dart 



\Sal6m 
do. 

Philadelphia 
Salem 
New York 
Charleston 

do. 
BaltiuiiMre 
PovtlosA 

do. 

dd 

do 
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Ibrig Elizabeth 
ihip Jamaica 
Mg Alert* 
transport ship* 
brig King Ckorge 
ship-— 
brig Ocean 
brig TuDp 
ship Esther 
9ChV Veniw 
ship Quebec 
ship Richmond 
ship Adonis 
^ip Fatmoath 
brig Two Prieads 
sBow TfvoFriendv 
brig William 
schV Trial 
sch John Sf George 
^hip-^ 
brig— 

8nh*r Mary Ann 
brig Laura* 
scbV Rising States 
optg Hannah 
•ch'r illary 
brig — 

brig f^mona 
brig Devonshire 
orig Concord 
f>rig Hope 
chV Minorca 
barque ChaHotte 
nip Mariana 
tKig Diana ' 
jrig— :. 

>rig Isabella 
hip- 



las 
1S6 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
192 
19^ 
194 
195 
196 

19:^ 

198 

199 

200 

201 

202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

t07 

208 

209 

210 

211 

212 

2l;i 

214 

215 

216 

217 

218 

219 

220 

Th 

22^ 

22i-226b vessels 



20i2d 

i78 



226 
227 
228 
^29 
210 
231 
232 
23J 
$34 
235 
236 



:iip John 
ship Commerce 
frig Industry 
»nrateer Nassau 
»rivateer brig 
)n% Tor Abbey 
ig Mary 



jiiiip Princs 
chooner — 

&rig— 
rig Orient 



Amelia 



14 
7 

M 

16 
14 
12 

14 

6 



2fi 

2il 

26 

52 
25 
2fi 
30 



10 50 



2 



iO 



35 

25 
20 
30 
40 



30 



Ifecatur 
High Flyer 
F. Ksseif 
do. , 
do. 
Reyenge 
Saratoga 
Atlas 
Montgomery 
Saratoga 
do. 
Thomas 
Montgomery 
'^Thomas 
Benj. Franklin 
Dart 
Rossie 
Leander 
Regulator 
Poor Sailor 

Dart 
Black Joke 
Diligent* 
do. 
Montgomery 
do. 
Dart 
Decatur 
do. 
da 
do. 
Wasp 
Decatur 
Gov. M'Kean 
Darf{ 
Teajser 
do. 
Decatur 
Dolphin 
Comet 
Decatur 
Comet 
Dolphin 
Rapid 
Thresher 
Benl Feanklin 
KosSie 
Teazel^ 
Marengo 



S^^wpori 

Baltimore 

New-York 

inade a cartd* 

Boston 

Portland 

New York 

r^bitadelpbia 

Gloucester 

^ew York 

do. 
Portland 
Salem 
Portsmouth 
Boston 

do. 

do. 
Providence 
Boston 
\Vilmio^^|oQ 
Portland 
Norfolk 
Philadelphia 

do. 
S[alen^ 

do. 
Castine 
made a cartel 
Francit 
burnt 

made a cartel 
Savannah 
Boston 
Norfulk 
Portlaoii 

do. 

do. 
Marbtehead 
hurht 
Baltimore 
Porikmd 
W^ilmingbm 
Baltimore, 
burnt. 
Cape Ann 
CharlesloQ 
Savannah 
Portland 
Newburyport 
Portland 



Teazer 

. tt?* Those in italic are Letters of Marque vessels. 
1 This Pnvateer came inlo llie harbor, f^f Portland tnumphanlly iiipmxl- 
edonthetkckofherprizein * , r, • . ^ ^ ; 
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381 



2Sf 


9chr Jenny 


238 


flchr Adelia * 


239 


brig Point Shares 


240 


brrg San Antonio 


241 


brig Detroit* 


242 


sch'r Caledonia« 


243 


SfchV Single Cap 


244 


-ichV Fame 


245 


^hfp Phoenix 


246 


brig Concord 


247 


brig Favorite 


248 


brig sir John Ifoore 


24d 


brig ford Sheffield 


250 


sch'r Betsey Ann 


251 


brig William 


252 


bVig Henry 


253 


sch'r Pour Brothers 
sch'r Four Sons 


254 


i255-256 


2 schooners 


257 


<chV Antelope 


258 


sch'r Dawson 


259 


brig Diamond 


260 


brig George 


261 


brig Neptune 


24i3 


bhip Jane 


263 


schooner- 


264 


sloop Louisa Asn 


265 


ship Venus 


266 


br Jas & Charlotte 


267 


brig Pr. Blake 


268 


brig Swallow* 


269 


brig Porgie 


270 


ship Ned 


271 


schV Sisters 


272 


sch'r Comet 


a7S 


privateer Schorcher 


274 


sch'r Rf ary 


275 


schV Iftary Hall 


^76 


sloop Eltzabeth 


2V7 


transpbrt schooner* 


278 


brig Union 


279 


sch'r Neptune 


280 


barqup Fisher 


281 


brig Jaf OPS Bray 


282 


brig lady Harriot 


283.-285 


3 vessels 


286 


brig Freedom 


287 


schV America 


288 


brig- 


289 


packet John Bull* 


290 


ship Argo 


291 


F. >Iacedonian* 


292 


ship J. Uamiltoo 



Teazer 
Rosamond 
Baltimore 
Marengo 
78 Gun Boatsf 

16 do. 
Matilda 

Nonsuch 

17 Rlary Ann 
do. 

Industry 

do, 
Marengo 
Fame 
Montgomery 
John 
Fame 
do. 
Dart 
Rosamond 
Wasp 
Alfred 
do. 
John 
do. 
Saucy JacH 
Benj Franklin 
Two Brothers 
America 
Nonsuch 
sol F. Presidentf 
High Flyer 
1 6 John &c George 
Fame 
Rapid 
^Ol do. 

do 
ship Gen, Pikef 
do. 
do. 
Gefi. Armstrong 
Revenge 
Fox 
Bunker Hill 
orders in Council 
do 
Thorn 
Fame &c DromolSalem 

Joel Barlow New-London 
R«;ver destroyed 

U' 26 F Presidentf I Baltimore 
49 SOrf F United Statesf New- York 
U| Q0\ Dolphin JBaltimore 



Portland 

NewYork 

Baltimore 

Philadelphia 

burnt 

Black Rock 

New Orleans 

Savannah 

Charleston 

do. ' 

Lynn 

do. 
burnt 
Salem 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Portland 
Charieston 
Savannah 
Salem 

do. 

do. 

do. 
made a cartel * 
Portland 
burnt 
Salem 
Charieston 
Baltimore 
Norfolk 
Sniem 

do. 
Savannah 
burnt 
ransomed 
Sackett's Harbor 

, do. 
burnt 
Boston 
Cape Ann 
Portland 
B'iston 
New- York 
ransomed 
>Iarblehtad 
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293 
S94b 
295 
296 
297 
S07 
808 
309 
310 
311 
312 
313 
314 
315 
316 
317 
318 
319 
320 
321 
322 
323 
324 
325 
326 
327 
328 
329 
330 
334 
335 
336 
337 
338 
S;j9 
340 
341 
342 
343 
344 
345 
346 
34r 
348 
349 
360 
351 
352 
353 
354 
365 
356 
S67 



sch'r L«rfiitt - 
brig Bacchus 
brig Venua 
-306uioe vessels 

packet TowDsend« 
packet BurchalU 
Bch'r— 

trig Criterion ' 
ichV Neptu&e 
brig Neptuoe 
sch'r — 
brig Fancy 
sloop Nelly 

* brig DeYonsbire 
sch'r — 

ship James 
brig Two Brothers 
brig Active > 
brig--* 

brig Pomona 
ship Betsey 
brig Dart 
^ ship queen 

* brig Chariotte 
8ch*r Wiliiam 
brig Recovery 
brig Lucy &. Alida 

333 three vessels ^ 
sch'r Swift 
sch'r— 

sloop Reasonble 
scl^'r Maria 
BchV Catherine 
Bch'rinaiia 
ship Rio Nouva 
Bch'r Rebecca 
brig- 
privateer Richard 
ship Hope 
ship RalfHh 
ship Euphemla 
brig- 
schooner — t ' 
Bcfa'r Meadau 
ship Mary 
sch'r Erin 
;»acket Nocton« 
'y^rhr Btrrossa 
>cbV Mary 
brig Peggy* 
ship Arabella 
brig Andalusia ,, 





• 


brigArgust . 


ESMHifw Roads 






Revenge 


Phiiiadelphia 






do. 


-^aleni 


11 




. Polly 


^avaiioali ^ 






Patriot 


xuiik &i burnt 


I 


28 


Tom 


ransomed 






Highflyer 


Bahifnoce 




74 


do. 


made a cartel 






do. 


NewrYurk 






Revenge 


madiB a cartel 






R.>ba 


PorMand . 






Rrvei^ 


burnt 


■ 




J^>el Bariuw 


New London 






Revenf« 


PlMltadelphia 






Decatur 


Fra«ce 






Retaliation 


Sew York 


22 


67 


Gen -Armstrong 


destroyed 






Benj. Franklin 


NeivrYork 


10 


18 


Highflyer 


Charlesion 






J3art 


Portland ; 


8 




Leo 


Belfast. : ,4. 


5 




RpvengQ 


WUmingtoB . 


8 




America 


Salam < 


16 


40 


Gfan. Armstrong 


Wrecked 


10 




Araeriea 
. Liberty , 


Salem 


2 


ao 


Sasahnatt 






'brig Argisf 


iNewYQik 






Revenge 


No|pfolk . 






J^ck^s Favorite 


burnt . 






:Rolla 


do. 




I5g 


Rolla . 


(nade a ciirtel 




"» 


Lil^erty 


ciestrojed , 






llo. 


ransomed 


3 24j 


L^il^ Madison 


Charleston . 




J 


! jdo. 
•RoHa 


made a c?irtel 


18 


2i 


Mew-Yuric 






Jack's Favorite 


New London 






1 -Ned •. 


Gcracoke 


4 




; Hofkar . 


Savannah 


12 




JAwierica 


Marblehead 


10 




do. 


Portland 


10 




do. . 


dou 






Decatur 


France 






do. 


do. 


14 




Sp«rrotv 


ransom^ 






Rolla 


Newport 






Eagle. 


Charleston 


6 




F. Essext 


made U S. vessel 






Rolla 


Vl^rtha's Vineyard 






£a|le 


Charleston 






Hunter 


Bos^n 


8 




Growler (New London 


lOl 9( 


) ^ Yankee |Sava&iiab 






Digitized 


byGooQie 



An^Kmx4 



3M 



858^99ibri«i: &.:»loop 



860 
861 
862 
863 
364 

366-366 
. 867 
368 
869 
370 
871 
372: 
873 



374-376 



P. Juta* 

brig-* 

slilp Diligei}Ct« 

BChooncr— . 

Miip Neptune 

twe Tesscia 

ship— 

sbip volunteer 

ship— 

sch'r Elleo 

ship Jftne 

schV Pf of Wales 

ship Aurora 



4^43 b 



two TesseJs 



bri^ Pwlican 
ship — 
brig Emii4» 
brig Aim «• 
brig— 
sch'r Hnbine 
'transport CanwUHt 
brig TsBbetIa 
brig 3 Brothers 
JsloXp Mary AnuT 
'privateer Aqdalusls 
Isch'f George 
'shifiAfbion 
brig Harriot 
ship Nelson 
[ship Ifeptuae 
^'fcbip— 
brig — ' 
schooner— 
brig Shannon 
brig Ceres 
ship Mentor ^ 
s^erhV Hazzar 
brig Resolution 
ship Peacock* 
brig Antrim 
brig Fly 
schooner- 
brig Earl Percy 
brig Hero * 
hfrig Rover 
transport Alder* • 
brig Return 
brig Thonfias 



376 
377 
378 
879 
380 
381 
382 
88J 
384 
385' 
386 
387 
388 
389 
390 
391 
392 
393 
394 
395 
396 
397 
•398 
399 
400 
401 
402 
403 
404 
405 
406 
407 
408 
409 
4lO-4I2|three vessels 



Griwler 

27'. 60|East|^ort militia 
Gallioipper 
DecAior 
do. 
America 
Chesapeakef 

do. 

S.^Hbrnelf 

Spy 

Growler 

Holkar 

Mara 

do. 



74; Lady Madisoo N«wbura 
Growler JVIatblehead 
do. do. 

llnited we stand Saraianah 
Erie Militia jburnt 



20 



00 
14 



3^^ 



413^15 

418 

417-418 



hree vessels 
sloop- 
two Teasels 



Yankee ^Dspmed 
F. CpnstitutionftNirnt 



rftoeomed 

Macbias 

raoaomed 

Portland 

France 

Kemiebunk 

Portsmouth 

burnt , 

Newcastle 

New-Orleans 

ransomed 

Newport 

made cartels 

Charleston 



Paul Jones 

do. 
Dolphin 
Yankee 
do. 
do. 
Hasr.ard 
Yankee 
Decaiur 
Saratoga 
Bona 
Dolphin 
Lovely Lass 

Yankee 
Paul Jones 
'Saucy Jack 

Liberty 
ship Horuelf 

do. 

Saacj^ Jack 

Yankee 

do. 

Chesapeakef 

do. 

Alfred 

Yankee 

^ Paul Jones . 

Ya«kee 
Snap Dragon 

do. 
Divided-we Fall 



onade a cartel 

do. 
JNewYork 
burnt 
Savannah 
made a cartel 
St. Mary's 
Boston 
New Orleans 
\ do. 
Newport 
New-London 
New-Orleans 
Bristol 
Chatbaui 
i NeW'Orieank 
Savannah 
ibumt 
sank 

NewOrleaiiB 
Charleston 
Tarpaulin Cove 
New York 
burnt 
Salem 
Bristol , 
Ghatfaam 
Boston 
burnt 

made cartels 
made a tendei' 
ransomed 
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3«4 

419 (brig 
420-422 three vesfiiilb 



4i3 

424 
426 
426 
427 

428 
429 

430 

431 

4c(2 

4d5 

434 

435 

436 

437 

438 

439 

440 

441 

442 

443 

444 

445 

446 

447 

448 

449 

450 

451 

452 

453 

454 

455 

456 

457 

458 

459 

460 

461 

462 

463 

464 

465 

466 

487 

488 

489 



privateer Caledonitl 
brig Tartar 
tender Fca* 
br. London Packet 
BcbV Farmer 
schooner — 
privateer Crown 
(ship Fraacis 
'brig Malvina 
brig Charlotte 
Du. o^'GtoacQstertt 
priv. sch'r Richard 
priv. 8loop Oorcaa 
brig Edward 
sch'r Hope 
brig- 
ship Nancy 
schooner — 
sch'r Delight 
packet Mary Aan« 
ship Dromo 
brig— 

Invific. Napoiean| 
packet A.nn« 
sob V Grey tiound 
brijET Mary 

;br Kingston Faeket 
brig MjJtioy 
br S Geo. Prevost 
priv. L. Packet 
King's Packet* 
brig David 
Packet* 
ship Mary 
ship William 
lirig Harriot 
brig Mars 
sch'r Pearl 
privateer feloop 
brig— 
firig— 
brig Dinah 
^r>h'r Britannia 
^hip Loyal Sam 
*hip Veniis 
ship Susan 
ship Beaton 



Armstrong Gcori5etowri 



10 30 



W 



Al^PfiNBtXi 

> 

Divided we Falljsudk 
do. 
8| 50|sehV Nona^iehf 

Gen ' 
3| S5 . Hero 

Paul Jones 
Sparrow 
Wasp 
10| 56[nilit voltinteem 
T. B. Yankee 

Ned 
Montgomery 
ship Madison 
Uolkar 
do. 
Alexander 
do. 
Fox 
York Town 
ship Gen. Pikef 
Fame 
d8|Gov. Tompkins 
Thomas 
do. 
Young Tea«er 
do. 
do. 
Anaconda 
Globe 
do. 
Rolla 
33 Thames 
40 Anaconda 
Gov. Ftomer 
Anaconda 

.do. 

Grand Turk 

Anaconda 

Fox 

.Liberty 

do. 

Gov. Plainer 

Sctbme 

fllobe 
nd Taric 
10 30 Siro 

14 Globe 

Siro 
Paul Jones 



.8 



14 

6 
14 



ransomed 
Charleston 



40 



Mystic 

wrecked 

^ven iit^ 

IVlachlas 

Waldeborough 

Brest, (l^'rance) 

Wiimiiigton 

Salem 

Sackett*s Harbor 

Savannah 

made a curtel 

Salem 

made a cartel 

Portsraotttk 

Bri^ol 

Sackett's Harbor 

Maehias 

Boston 

Wiseasset 

Bo<yttoebay 

Portland 

do. 

do. ^ 
New London 
Ocracoke 
B^anfort 
New Orleans 
Portsmouth 
Ocracoke 
Portsmouth 
made a cartel 
New Haven 
Salem 

New Bedford 
Ports moutbv 
Savannah 
made a cartel 
burnt 

do. 
Ocracoke 
Portland 
Charleetoa 
Beaufort 
Fritnce 
burnt 



\ This ship nas originally a French prirai>pr, and caphired by WB. 
Majesty's ship Mutine ; re captured J^y the Jilexander of Satefu; re re- 
captured by his H. B Majesty's figafe Shannon, and re-hre captured %y 
the TmzerofNew'Yorky and seiU into Porltand ft! 
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Google 
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385 



4tO htifi: Uuf^et 

471 ram. Ly. Mo] 

472 urifT Morloa 
473-475 J ▼essds 
476 bH^ BMf 

brig H«ro 
bne; Rr^lntioi 
.brifr.Ej|«|io 

brig--^ 
brig- 
brig James 
brigSaUy 
brig Afiil 
brig Thomas 
brig- 
barque ^ 
ship BeUef 
shipBUfea 
kch'r Success 
»cb'r Lady €la 
sch'rSa^ 
dchV &kiBde 
Bch*r Add 
sch'r Dorcas 
sk>op Eagle* 
brig Uoioa 
s^hip Aarora 
ship — 
ship Integrity 
brig Avery 
sfa^p Susaa 
ship Fox 
sehV Leonard 
brie Betsey 
5O8..510S iFessels 

611 schV — 

612 brig — 
61^527 6 B & I4trf 
528 sch'r Three Si 

Bch'r 6en. HOi 
brig Netty 
sloop Peggy 
9ch'r Broth. & 
brig Louisa 
sloop Pox 
^loop William 
sloop Ja &L £ 
brig Chance 
Ibrig Mary 
rehip Venas 
Ibrig Moirt<rnr 



477 
478 
479 
480 
481 
482 
483 
484 
486 
486 
489^ 
488 
489 
490 
491 
492 
49;$ 
494 
495 
498 
49t 
498 
499 
500 
601 
602 
603 
504 
605 
606 
607 



629 
630 
631 
532 
633 
634 
635 
636 
637 
538 
639 
140 



America flaieii ^ 

12|t. of the LaftDtf Sacketfs flfarboff 



Gen. Armstrong Afartha's Vineyard 
orders in council Kew York* 



Yorktown 

Young Teazer 

Benj. Franklin 

Teacer 

do. 
Nancy 
F Essexf 

do. 
Marengo 



madeii cartel 

Portland 

nnsomed 

New.York 

Castine 

Portland * 

burnt 

ransomed 

N<>w Londmi 



John 
Teaaer 
, Decatur 
Holkar 
Dolphin 
Revenge 
Yankee 
Benj Franklin 
Budier Hill 
Wiley Reynarcj 
John 
do. 
Liberty 
Gun Boatsf 
T. B. Yankee 
do 
Hamblef 
T B. Yankee 
Yorktown 

do. 

brig Argtisf 

T. B. Yankee 

Jack's Favorit 

America 

Fox 
Yankee 
2 row boatsf 
Saucy Jack 
Dccanir 
Fox 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Dolphin 
Yorktown 
49 



Boston 
Portsmoutb 
made a cartel 
iNew-York 
burnt 

Wilmington 
Boston 
ransomed 
Vew-York 
Boston 
ransomed 
Salem 
ansomed 
New-York 
France 

d0. 
»l|!ecked 
Vorway 
New- Bedford 
France 
^k 

da. 
Plymontb 
nade cartels 
ransomed c^^ 
Bristol 

Sackett's Hfirbo^ 
St. Mary's 
Savannab 
burnt 
ranaomecl 

rHi#omed 

•Norway . 

France 

ransomed 

Norway 

burnt 

Salem 

WilmingtoB 



Digitized by 
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3Ba 


APPioonx* 




1 

541 


schV'Doniiiiico* 


16{88 1 Decatur | 


Cbartestw 


5^9 


<hip Lo« Trader 


2 




do. 


do. 


643-547 


live brigs 






Snap Dragon 


destroyed 


548 


privateer Ply 


6 


30 


brig Eaterprizef 


Portsmovtfa:' 


#49 


sch'r Cere* 






Yankee 


made a cartel 


660 


barque Henrietia 






'Snap Dragon 


Beaulort 


661 


brig Ann 






do. 


do. 


662 


schV Flying Fish 






Saucy Jack 


ranamned 


66;^ 


sloop Catherine 




> 


do. 


Cape Henry 


66^ 


sch'r Kate 






do.^ 


do. 


■- 656 ^ 


ship Louisa 


10 




do. 


bu^t 


666' 


brig S Brothers 


10 




do. 


St. Mary's 


667 


brig Earl of Mdre 


• 




Industry 


Macbias 


658 


schooner—^ 






Terrible 


Eastport 


569.5(50 


Uto Tessels 






Swiftsure 


Maohias 


601 


sch*r 'Louisa 


1 


26 


Expedition 


Newport 


562 


privd. Kg, of Rome 


10.40 1 


brig Argustf 


destroy edt 


66.i ' 


ship — 






P. Presidentf 


Ftdnce 


664 ' 


schooner- 






^ do. 


do. 


666-567 


three vessels 






r. B yanke© 


do. . 


668.-569 


two vessels 






,Leo 


do. 


67U 


brig— 


■^ 




Brutus 


ransomed 


671 


schooner — 






Gren* Armstrong 


burnt 


672 


hrig Bolter* 


1896 


brig Enterprizff 


Portland 


673 


schooner — 






MeUt and crew 


Castine 


574 


schooner — 






Terrible 


ransomed 


675 


bri^; Jaue 






• Snap Dragon 


Newbern 


676 


bp*^— 


, 




Urainpm 


burnt 


677. 578 


2 vessels 






Terrible 


Salem 


679 


^th'r Lilly 






PiM 


ransomed 


680 


brig Mary Ann 






do. 


do. 


681 


brig— 






Gen Armstreng 


burnt 


682-683 


H brig; and sloop 






Industry 


Machias 


684 


packet Lapwings 






Ra^lesnake. 


made a car 


686-686 


2 ships « 






T.iB. Yankee 


France 


687 


>roop Traveller 






Lark 


Machias 


68| 
589 


Duke of Montrose* 


. 




F. Presidentf 


made a cartel 


brig Jaae and Ann 






do. 


sunk 


690 


brig Daphne 






do. 


. dp. 


691 


ship Eliza 


8 




do. 


ransdmed 


692 


bri g Alert 


i 


do. 


burAt 


693 


barque Lion ^ 


8' 


do. , 


ransomed 


694 


schV High Flyer* 


^i 


do. 


Newport 


695 


ship Induflitry 




T.B Yankee 


Norway 


696 


ship Lond. Packet 


14 


Jif^^ 


Boston 


697 


brig Atlanlic 






do. 


ransomed 


693 


brig Jane 






do. 


made a cartel 


699 


brig Jane » . 






Snap Dragon 


ransomed 


600 


brig Venus . 






vdb. 


n^ade a cartel 


601 


BcVr Elizabeth 






do. 


given up 


602 


brig Harpy 


_ \ 




do. 


do. 


603 


barque Reprisal 






do. 


ransomed 


604 ■ pirvateef Dart | 




45 |R.cut.Vigiltailt 


^wport 










Digitize 


d by Google 
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9a 



^5 
«07 

eo8 

609 
610 

eu 

612 
613 
614 
61d 
616 
617 
618 
619 
620 
621 
622 
623 
624 
625 
626 



Bch'r. Salamanea 
brig Susannah 
brig Richard i 
brig Powey 
sloop Lady Francb 
traas. Barbadoee* 
trans. AHiance^ 
seh*r Cordelia 
ship Betsey 
ship Mariner 
sloop — 
brig Helena 
brig — 

brig Diana &, Betty 
ship Defiance ' 
brig Baltic 
sloof^— 
brig Belford 
pilot boat fich'r 
i>rig— 

iport Julia* 
sob'r Grow ler» 



627-62S3Gonboat8« 

630 Guu boat* 

631 Packet MorgiaM» 

632 ^hip — 
6i3 )rig Sarah 
6.i4 : *^ch*r— 

636 ^hip Ecoaemj 

636 v*iip Pax 

637 ship Diligent 

638 sch'r Liberty 

639 brig Betsey 

640 1 brig Hope 

641 Bhip Hull , 

642 ship Jol. BacheHor 

643 ship Experimcat. 

644 brig Ruby 

645 «ibip Britannia 

646 scb'r Prosperous 

647 brig Burton 

648 ship Latona 

649 ^hip Friends 

650 ship Nottingham 

651 br Westmoreland 

652 brig Brothers 

653 itloop Perseverance 

654 , !«hip Harford 

655 ship Thetis * 

656 bris; Brunswick 
657-669 1 S yessels 
f>70 Gun boat* 
671 ship Brutus 



6 


16 


f brigArguit 


destroyed 






do. 


made a carte! 






do. 


bamt 






do- 


4o. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do» 






do. 


France 






do. 


SUI& 






do. . Prance 






do. 


made a cartel 






do. 


burnt 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. • • 


do. 






do. 


n^de a caitrt 






do. 


sunk 






do.. 


do. 






do. 


do. 


12 203 slttpMadbonf | 


3acketts Harbor 


11 42 


do. 


do. 


6 45 


do, f 


do. 


2 15 


do. 


burnt 


18: 50 


Saratoga 


Newport . ,■ 






do. .burnt ' ^ 






do. 


do. 






OeQ. Stark 


Bf achies 






Scourge k^Ratl^orway 






do. f tie Snake 


do. 
do. 






: do! 


do. 






do. , 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






dow 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 




, 


do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do« 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


do. 






do. 


io. 






do. 


do. 






Leo 


burnt 


1 


60 


Morgan^ riflem 


Sacketts Harb<^ 
lBi|te a cartel 






RatUesoake 
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MS 

672 ^ scfaVFane 

6T3 ' ship St. Lawrence 

674-676 two Tesseb 

676-69U 15 vessels 
69] 

6di 

694 

695. 

697 

698 

699 

700 

701 

702 

703 



AXP^IUPSX. 



tirig — 

brig President 
brig FavQiite 
brig Mary 
696two8hi»s 
scb'r Katj 
scnooner^- 
BChV Ann 
Bloop Eliza 
brig Dart 
Bloop--. 
si G. HodgkfnsoQ 



704-7 10 seven vessels 



711 
712 
713 
714 
715 

iriB 

717 

719 

719 

720 

721 

92Z 

723 

724 

725 

726 

727 

7^8 

729 

730 

73r 

732 

733 

734 

735 

736 

737 

738 

739 

740 

741 

742 

743 

744 

745 



brig Edward 
bri^ Janstoff 
brig Loyd 
ship Vesta 
ship Fame 
8chV Joseph 
Lady Cockbum 
Sir J Sberbroke 
ship Manly 
brig— 

scfaV Messenger 
ship MtontezuBm 
-^hip Policy 
ship Geor^iana 
^hip Atlantic 
ship Greeawicli 
•;hip Hect6r 
ship Catherine 
ship Rose 

brig Jane ' 

brij( Oiani^ 

ship ftose ' 

brig-- 

brig Agne^ 

sloop Jt)hti 

brig Abel 

brig Cossack 

sch'r Jasper 

sch'r Rebecca 

schV Agnes 

brig-CriteHon 

sch'r P^nny 

ScnV Reitry 

8ch,r Maria 

ship Nereid 



Saratoga grrecked 
merica PurtsmouA 
Yankee made a carte] 
y Corc^ia destooyed 



do. 
Pblly 
Tankee 

do. 
courge 
'ankee 
ler Witch 
a Stark 
Pickering 

do. 
tport Fort 
aratoga 



?46-753IeightTtesseIs 



10 



Fox 
ihington 
^^ratoga 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
^y ;^k 
eveig. 
Celine 

Essexf 

do. 

do. 

ifo. 

do. 
^Ji Juniori 
, do. 

do: 
Jonghtssf 

do. » 

do. 
Eliza 
toy Jack 
. do 
rolise 
^^ Stark; 
troline 
Qd Turk 

do. 

iroline" 
venge 
.,oger 
do. 
Gojr. Tompkins 



nrreoked 

Savannah 

made a cartel 

Chatham 

Norway 

NewBedAird 

do 
Machuis 
Eastport 
Salem 
Eastport 
wrecked 



usburg mil Ogdensbn^ 



IS ) 



T. B. Yankee' burnt . 



IF illy Landing 

Portland 

burnt 

a^aomed 

New Yoric 

made a carle} 

ransomed 

St. Mary's 

Chariestoa 

burnt 

Witmingtoii 

Peru 

Boston 

made ships 

of war 
of 20 guns 

Peru 
do. 
made a cartel 
burnt 

made a cartel 
sunk 

Wilmington 
burnt 

ansomed 

Wilmington 

Geoge^owa 

do. 
Portsmou^ 
Prance 
StoningtoB 
Charleston 
do. 

bUNlt 

New* York 
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asd 



754 
765 
756 
757 
758 
759 
760 
761 
762 
7b3 

764b ^^ 

765-77djnioe vessels 



^>rlg Active 

hip WatsoQ 

hip Conf 
mg Eliza 

ch'r Traveller 
icii'r George 

*oop Experiment 

loop Vigilant* 
sehooner — 
or. Young Husbani 



774 

775 

776 

777 

778 

779 

780 

781 

782 

78i 

784 

785 

786 

787 

788 

789 

790 

7m 

792 

793 



brigTulloek 
ship Miner va 
ship.^ 
brig Isabella 
sloop — 
schV Harmony 
sloop Humbird 
brig- 
brig— ; 
sch'r Jtary 
sloop — 
sdip Wanderer 
ship Edvfard 

' sch-r Jonathan 
bHg Britannia 

^8chV Curfew 
brig Teruila 
ship Gralatea 
sbip James ^ 
ship— - 



794r-X9fi|^o vessels 



796 
797 
7^8 
799 
800 
801 
803 
803 
804 
805 
806 
807 
808 
809 
810 
.811 
812 
813 
814 
815 



privateer 
ship Sally 

brig Superb 
privTiteer Mars 
brig Juno 
brig Friends 
8ch'r Sea Flower 
'chV Hazard 
brig Sovereign 
ship Diana 
§ch'r William 
sreh'r Mary 
brisBykair 
3chV Hope 
tmg Rambler 
Bch'r Eliza 
ship Lady Prevost 
sch Susan U Eliza 
sch'r--^ 



B. Yankee jgivenup 

de. France 

do. do. 

do. do. 

f'o. do. 

FroHc Squara. , 

Fly Ellsworth 

do. Muchias 

iomet Wilmington 

Petapsco piavanndh 
. Tompkins JNe^poct 
Comet Isunk 
Fox Gloueester 

tio. Portsfflooth 

Tompkind made a cartjpl 
ftattiesnakef Wilminf ton 
leral SUark .wrecked 



!*errible 
Surprize 



iattlesnnkef sunk 



Po^ 
weihnian 
Hope 
President 

do. 

do. 
Mars 
Alfred. 

do. 

iasseur 
B. Yankee 

do. 

Fuolic 

Defile 



Portsmouth 
Machias 



burnt 
ransomed 
PhUadelphift 
Bunk 

do. 

do. 

New Bedford 
Marblehead 
burnt 
Beaufort 
France 

do 

destroyed : 
Cape Francois 
sunk 



Eoterprizef St. Itfary^g 



Mars 



Charleston 



tatl. ^ Entf Wiiam^taHi 
and Tnrk France , 
omede wrecked 
ickahoe Iburnt 

do. do, . 

merica PortssMuiti^ 

do. bnmt 

omede Savannah 

do. New- York 

Foi. Glouceetw. 

dmede Bristol 
atL&cEntj burnt 



do. 
nnei^ 
Mars 
Viper 



di>. 
Wilmwgtoti 
da 

Newport 
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ATPKMDIX.. 



816 


Bdx.Juf 


817 


brifl^FalDoa 


818 


brig Saperb 


8i9' 


820 


ship Jobo 


821 


brip; Brothers 


822 


ship Vietarj 


823--826 


roar ships 


827 


»hip — 


828 


brig Elizabeth 


829 


ship Aqo Cathmne 


830 


Bch'r Nimble 


831 


seh'r Jasoo 


832 


Bchr.— 


833 


schr. Trioitaria 


834-^42 


nine vessels 


843-85! 


Qiiie do. 


852-t55 


foar vessels 


858-857 


two Tessels 


858 


brig ApoHo 


859 


brig Artoe 


860 


cutter Patty 


861 


brig^ 


862 


brig Hesrjr 


863 


brig Abel 


864 


ship-- 


865 


8ch. Eneoaragement 


866 


brig Tfvo Sisters : 


867 


Bchr. Hope 


9^ 


schr. Sylph 


869 


sch'r Eclipse 


870 


Bch'r Cobham 


871 


brig Louisa 


872' 


ship Hire 


873 


Bch'r Picton* 


874 


ship Lovely Aim 


875 


sch'r Pboeoix 


876 


brig Nimble 


877 


brig Ceres 


878 


schV— 


87a . 


sch. Friends Adv*tr. 


880 


brig Fanny 


881 


brig^ 


S82 


schr. Eyza 


883 


sch'r Kentish 


834 


schr. Prince Regent 


885 


eutter Lyon 


886 


brig Portsea 


887 


brig Conway 


888 


sch FrtkDcis &. Lucy 


889 


brig James 


890-891 


two vessels 


892 


schr. i 



10 



12 



Fairy 
America 
Mary 
Viper 
Saucy Jack 
America 
Viptr 
Rattlesnake 
do. 
Caroline 
Sauey Jack . 
do. 
Caroline 
Kemp 
Saucy Jack 
Prin. ^^eufchatej 
Comet 
do. 
do. 
America 
do. . 
do. 
do. 
Gov. Tompkins 
do. 
Invincible 
Frolic 
Wasp 
America 
do. 
Wasp 
Jonqidlla 

Kemp 
Surprise 
20|F. Constitutionf 
do. 
do. 
Invincible , 
Grqmpus 
Saratoga 

Fox 
Gailoway 
Fox . 
Snap- Dragon 
Saratoj^a j 
Invincible 
do. 
do. 

do. , 

do. 
Yourtg Waap 
do. 
boatAlertf 



iWilmini^oii 
ICharleston 
New-York 
.""lewport 
Charleston 
Spain 
Camden 
Norway 
France 
Charleston 
Savannah 
Beaufort . 
burnt 

Cape Francofe 
Savannah 
Prance 
destroyed 
ransomed 
Wilmington 
Salem 

made a cart^ 
^unk 

. do. 
New York 
EliMbeth Citf 
Wilmington 
destroyed 
Philadelpha 
. burnt 
do^ 
Wrecked 
Wilmington 
Elizabeth Cit|r 
Norfolk 
sunk 

made a cartel 
sunk 
Teneriffe 
burot 

New-Bedford 
Wiscasset 
France 
burnt 
Beaufort 
Fairbavea 
ransomed 
given up 
ransomed 
Portsmoutli 
made a cartel 
France 

made cartels , 
Burlington 
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^hip^Uiuon 
iris; Fair Stranger 
traiippcKt Mary* 
brii— 

^ch r Miranda 
sloop Martha * 
899-dOO two vessels 
901 sch'r Adeline 

brig Experience 
»hip Experience 
sch'r— 
BchV Francis 
schV Appellodore 
sch'r Williaai 
sloop Irwin 
brig Bellona 
Bch'r Prince 
Bch'r Industry 
Kluop — 
brig Roebuck 
ship Equity 
ship AdstoD 
schV — 
sloop Regent 
Bchr. — 

sloop Epervier* . 
sloop Cygnet 
sch'r Diligence 
sloop Bonita 
brig Robert 
brig Fa?orite 
brig- 
ship Susan 
ship Doris 
brig Curleir 
brig— 
ship James 
brig Swift 
932' brig Camelion 
933-934 ^wo vessels 
936-944, 10 vessels 



893 
894 
895 
896 
897 
898 



902 
90S 
904 
905 
906 
907 
9Qd 
909 
910 
911 
912 
913 
914 
915 
916 
91^ 
918 
919 
920 
921 
922 
923 
924 
925 
926 
927 
928 
929 
930 
9il 



945 
946 
947 
948 
a49 
950 
951 
962 
95^ 
954 
955 
956 



sch'r Bope 
sch'r Fickrel 
ship l^elhain 
ship Fort una 
Bch'r — 
ship Pboebe 
brig KutusofiT 
sch. Young FariB^r 
Bch'r Miranda 
transport Marthait 
schr. Ann Maria 
schc. Willlaoi 



»E] 


NWX. 


/ 

391 






Rambler - 


wrecked 






Fox 


Portsmouth 




82 


Rattlesnake 


France 






Expedition 


destroyed 






Chasseur 


do. 




20 


do. 


made a cartel 






do 


destroyed 




20 


Expedition 


New-York 






Caroline 


wrecked 






Rapid 


Savannah 






Perry 


Norfolk 






' Midaa 


burnt 






do. 


do. 




29 


do. 


made a cartel 




30 


do. 


do. 






Globe 


Barracoii 






ship Adamsf 


burnt 






do. 


do. 






do. 


given up 






do. 


made a cartel 






Rattlesnake 


burnt 






do. 


sunk 






Saratoga 


Fairhaven 






do. 


sunk 






do. 


ransomed 




28 


brig Peacoekf 


Savannah n 






Saratoga 


Wilmington 






York 


destroyed 






Delisle 


do. 


i 




ZebecUltor 


Charleston 






David Porier 


given up 




10 


do. 


do. 




12 


do. 


ransomed - 






do. 


. do. 






do. 


burnt 






Rattlesnake 


t'ortsmouth • 






Young Wasp 


ransomed 




15 


ZebecUltor 


Baltimore. * 






Mauimouth 


Portsmouth . 






Caroline 


destroyed 






Tom & Leo 


France 






Pike / 


Saco 






do. 


sunk 






Saucy Jack 


Charleston 






Roger 


Beaufort 






Viper 


Newport 






Hawk 


Wilmington 




40 


Surprize 


Frankfort 






Henry Guilder 


New-York 






Chasseur 


bur^t 






do. 


made a cartel 






do. 


burnt 






do. 


do. 
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zed by Google 





992 

^^7 fshipJoSDBa 

958-959 Itiro reaeels 

960 

961 

962 

963 

964 

965 

966 

967 

968 

969 

970 

971 

972 

973 

974 

975 

976 

9*7 

978 

979 

980 

981 

982 

983 

984-988 

989 



APPEKtteX. 



^0 

99.1 

992 

993 

994 

995 

996 

997 

998. 

1000 

1001 

1002 

1003 

1004 

1005 

1006 

1007 

1008 

1009 

1010 

1011 

1012 

1013 

lOU 

1015 



BohV BrilliaBt 
Mp Symmetry 
ship Wiochester 
brig Union 
ihlp — 

sloop — 
brig Dore 
ship Jane 
brig Balize 
ihip Mermaid - 
ship Commerce 
Mp Upton 
ship Hero 
brig Provideneef 
bng Harmony 
brig Recovery 
brig Melpomene 
brig Britannia 
brig- 
schooner — 
»titp Henry Dandas 
brig Indian Lass 
(nig Catherine 
^loop Canoline 
5 GiHi Boats* 
sdl'r Traveller 
brig Cepes 
ship Cod Hook 
sch'r Vitroria 
ahip Joachim 
sch'r Rob Hartnrell 
brig Liddelle 
brig; Jesrie 
»ch'r Aon 
999 two vt^isels 
sch'rOctavra 
brig Little Pox 
ichooner — 
sch> Funchell 
ship London Packet 
brig Astrea 
privateer Dash 
schV Union 
a B Black Snake* 
ship Friendship 
!Jch'r Alert 
schV Active 
soh'r Mary Ann I 
briff Lord Nelson 
schV Nancy 
schooner-— 



19 



104 

20 



iO 



30 



180 



16 
20 
18 



40 



20 



Chasaeur 
famei Monroe 
Scour^ 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Fox 
do. 
do. 
(Sen. Pike 
Lawrence 
Diomede 
prize ehipUplon 
Diomade 
do. 
do. 
Chasseur 

do. 
Roger 
Leo 
Rattlesnake 
Grand Turk 
do. 
do. 
Appling's n^em 
Diomede 
Lawrence 
Diomede 

Hero 
Caruline 

Hero 
Amelia 
do. 
do. 
Hero 
Harrison 
sloop Frolicf 
do. 
Hero 
Chasseur 
Midas 
do, 
Amelia 
barge 
Revenge 
do. 
Fairy 
Revenfi:e 
Zebec Ullor 
do. 
do.*^ 



rank 
bu|mt 
BoiBVm 
burnt 

do. 

do. 

do. 
sunk 
burnt 

made acartcff 
Portsmouth 
Damarescotta 
Portland 
Wiscasset 
made a cartel 
sunk 

do. 

do. 
^fewport 
Beaofurt 
Norfolk . 
Newport 
made a cartel 
Baltimore 
burnt 
raneomed 
Sackett'b Harb 
Thomastown ^ 
Portland 
Castine 
Charlestoii 

do. ♦■, 
Newbern 
made a cartel 
burnt 

made a cartel 
ransomed 
Charleston - 
destroyed 

do. 
Newbern- 
Portsmouth 
Savannah 

do. 
ransomed 
Sackett'8 Harb. 
destroyed 

do. 

do 
'madeaeartd 
burnt 

do. 
do. 
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49&^ 



ai<66 fi^utter Jubilee 

a 167 sch'r Alexandfia 

J 168 brig Irish Miner 

1169 brig Mary 

1170 brig Eliza 

1171 sch'r Espcrance 

1172 $bip Loudoa 

1173 ship Poatethw ell 

1174 brig Nancy 
il75 sloop — 

1176 ship Detroit* 

1 1 77 ship Q. Charlotte* 

1178 brig Lady Prevosl^ 

1 179 brig Hunter* 

1180 sloop Little Belt* 

1181 . sch'r Chippeway* 

1182 P. Confiance* . 

1183 brig Linnet* 
.]184 sloop Chub* 
]185 sloop Finch* 
1 1 86-1 188 i dun Boats* 

1 1 89 ; transport Farnner* 

1190 brig Britannia 
1191-1193 Ihree brigs 

' 1 1 94. br. Fortune of Wai 

1 1 95 ship Corontandel 

1196 brig Cyrus 

1197 sloop Regulator 
il98 brig Q. Charlotte 

1199 'fthipMilnes 

1200 brig Lively . 
l2oi sch'r P Regent, 

1202 ship Dorris 

1203 brig Willing Maid 

1204 hrig Polly 
l2|,5 schV Sally 

1206 privateer Lively 

1 207 ihip Caledonia 

1208 brig Eagle : 

1209 brig Traveller 
l2i0 brig Wellington 
1^11 . brig Eliza 
l2i2 sch'r Ann 

1 2 1.3 transport Stianger^ 
l2 14-1216 three vessels 

1 2 1 7 Ketch Expedition . 

1 2 1 8 scb'f Chariotte Ani 
1^19 sch'r William ^ 
1^20 brig Eclipse 
1^21. brig Catherine . 
i222 sch'r Retrieve . 
1^23 . packet Leith*. 

1 224 scbh William UAA 



Fleet 



Whig 

do 

do 
'do 

60 

do 

do 

do 
Portsmouth 

do 
'erry's 

do 

do- 
do 

do 

do 
'Dono's 

do 

dp 

do 

do 
Mammoutli 

do 

do 
iGuc Boats 
York 

do 

do 
Burpoiz« 

do ' 

do 

do 

do 

do 

; do 

do 
J do 

do 
! do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Fox 
Sperk 
grampus 
Sarprize 
: Viper 
Chasseur 
Grampus > 
j »^ X r : 
o0p Peacoekf 

d<r. . 



made'a eartef 
urnt 

ladeii cartel 
estroyed 
iadeacaK«I 
uok 

do 

do 
' jrtland 

dde acartel 
•utin-Bay 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
FleetffjPlattsburgh 

do 

do 

do 
sunk : 

do ' 

do 
burnt 
Sapelo 
Baltimore 
made a cartel 
Chatham 
destroyed 
burnt 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do * 
Salem 
ransomed 

do '- 
made a cartel 

do 

.do 
Balem 

do 
given up 
N€W-York. ' 
Haco 
Salem 
Neiir-York • 

terked 
burnt 

do 

do 
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225 

226 
227 
228 

^^^t2d0k«^o 

2;i| 

232 

iSS 

234 

236 

%n 

2^7 

238 

239 

240 

241 

242 

248 

244 

245 

246 

247 

248 

249 

250 

261 

252 

253 

254 

256 

256 

258 

259 

260^1265 

266 

267 

268 

^69 

270 

271 

272 

27J 

274 

276 

276 

277 

278 

279 

280 

;i8l 

282 

283 

m 



1257 



br. F^cy tc Ann 

outter FlyiDgFiah 
brig AJaron 
brig Harvest 
yessela 
brig Steadj 
seh'r lames 
brig Coaliers 
brig HaridORy 
brig Elizabeth 
sbip-^ 

PrinceiBS Mary 
sch'r Eliza , 
brig Stranger 
sAhoorter— 
^hip Hiermes^ 
sloop Jane 
brigTritor 
Taos ship A^roim 
brig Apollo 
cutter Gen. Doyle 
sloop George 
br. Bo^wick Pael^et 
brig*^ron 
bi-ig Nymph 
brig Albion 
ship iiarmoDy ^ • 
brig Cbarlotte ^ 
^rigMary Aaa, 
brig Douglas^ . 
2l5«ui]9he8« 
onf^^o, 
sh<p> Neptune 
6 trausportsij^ 
scWrAnn 
brig 8u8an 
^p Jameoi 
brig Jane 
sch'r — 

ttan^fMirt sloops 
brigAvon# > 
brig> Concord 
brig Speculation 
br BirJ.Sherbrob^ 
»hip Advcnti^r 
ship Farmer 
Bcfa'r Ann &. ^ze 
Bfhip Urania 
strip Anisbi^ 
brig Eliza 
sbipUbbson 
BblpSalliist 
l!ei|> Chrlstiane 



sloop PeaMcfcf 

Sabine 

do. 

Yorij 

Green 



Prin. Neufcbateliburmi 
do. 
Akneiia 
do. 
do. 
« do. 

Whig 
do 
sloop Peacockf 
Leack 
P8175 Mobile Fort 



PrIn. Neufebatel burnt 



22 



12 



bnml 
8aco 
do. 
Uacbias 
destroyed 



do* 

do. 
made a cartel 
burnt 
Baltinmre 
Ituimt 

made I cartel 
burnt 
ransomed 
blovrn up 



do. 
do. 
do. 
da 
do. 
651 do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
84 do. 

201 ao. 

Amelia 
37^hauiUiey'sGigf 
her own creiv 
Fox 
I'ortsmoetb 
; Desk 
Leo 
Wg Ea^ef 
J30 |hip Wasp 
^ Siro 
Grampus 
Syvm 
ftrig Syren 
Mammoiiib 
do. 
do.., 
do. 
do; 
do; 
do. 
501 Vhisfiv 



sunk 

do. 

do* ' 

do. 

do. 

made a cartel 
sunk 

made a cartel 
burnt 
ransomed 
biirnt 

do. 
Nantucket 

do. 
aunk 

New-Tork 
Sackett's Hark. 
Maehias 
burnt 

Portsmouth 
ransomed 
\¥ilmiBgtoii 
Plattsburgh 
sunk 
made a cartel 

lie. 
bural 

do. 

do^ 

do. 

d^ 

do. 

made atcartel 
burnt 
madea cart^( 
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fMA 



1021 
1022 
1023 
1024 
1025 



1045 

1046 
1047 
1048 
1049 
lu50 
1051 
1052 
1053 
1054 
1055 
1056 
1057 
1058 
1059 
1060 
1061 
1062 



1016 in^VSambd 

1017 ichoonef— 

101 8-^101» two Tessels 

10^ ihipSt Jote 

privateer Amneily 
iloopTiekder 
ich'r Rambler 
ichV Fairy 
Befa^rBalalMKi* ' 

102e-]O43eighteen vei^la 

1044 JBliip FrendaMp 

bomb Testefon 
Bblp Hugh Jonet 
sch> Fox 
brig David 
biig Fidelitj 
teoderiF 
ich'r Ellen 
brisDukeofToik 
sloop George 
brigfS#ift 
brig DefiaDO« 
brig Priendslnp 
brig Stag 
ship Dorcas 
sloop Henrietia 
ship Berry Castle 
Bch'r Lionet 
-seh'r James 

1063-1068 six vessels 

1069 tender* 

1070 jelilp MelvUkMi 

1071 • brig— 

1 072-1 073 briit^ sobooiftf 

1074 brig Fortitude 

1 075 sch'r Geo. Oanning 

1076 |sbip Piearro 

1077 ' i — u-Espirania 

1078 brigElsinore 
1079-1062 four vessels 

1083 {sehoooer— * 

1084 jbrig Betsef 

1085 ship Alfred 

1086 ship AiitODid 
1087-IOB8^two brigs 
1089 sch'r flenry - 

(packet Elisnbeth* 

phip Hero • 

Comi^ss oT Herconrt 

packet Laodrdlle^ 
1094-1096|hvo vess^'ls* 
1096-1 400 fourteen vessels 
lUO |brig BeMy i^ Hary 



1090 
1691 
1092 
1093 



i2i 



8 
6 501 



6 



zebec tJltot 
do. 
Yankee 
do. 
Zeb6e Ulto^ 
do. 
Ferry 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Herald 
CXiaunney's gigf 
Yankea 
Surpiize 
d^ 
do. 
i^lQanBoat^o.' 
Herald 
den. Armstrong 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
dOk 
do. 
Yankee 
Snap Dragon 
do. 
Prhi. Nenfohatei 
N. London mil. 



20 
1450 



bnrnt 

madeacartal 

Portland 

do. 
burnt 
Wilmington • 

do. 

do. 

do, 
destroyed 
Wilmington 
Presque Isle 
Bristol 

rnadeacartd 
destroyed 
burnt 

Portsvnouth 
Beaufort 
buftit 

do. 
lade a cartel 
burnt 

do. 

do. 
unk 

Egg Harbor 
ransomed 
N^ew})era 
burnt 
Prance 
NewLotidoa 



Fort Niagara \blown up 



RantMer 



ransomed 



brigRattlesnake-f sunk 



Surprise 



Union 



141 



690 
4 33 



50 



den. Armstrong Thomastown 
Savannah 
do. 
do« 
ransomed 
Amelia 
Boston 
Wilmington 

do. 
burnt 

Mew Bedford 
ansomed 
flyannis 
. Wilmingfon 
I New York 
I destroyed 



Midas 
do. 
do. 
Harrison 
do;. 
York 
Harpey 
do. 
do. 
Saratoga 
Harpey 
Ida 

Sabine 
Syren 
do. 
CU)V. Tompkins [burnt 
^ if^mf jlwnit 
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II Id 

1113 

1114 

1115 

ltl6< 

1117 

1118- 

1120 

1121 

1122 

1123 

1124 

1)25 

1126 

1127 

1128 

1129 

1130 

1131 

1132 

1133 

1134 

1135 

113ti 

113> 

1138- 

1139 

lUO 

1141 

ll4vi- 

114^ 

1146 

1147 

1148- 

1U9 

1150 

1151 

1152 

1153 

1154 

1155 

1156 

ll5r 

111>8 

1159 

1160 

1161 

1162 

1163 

1164 

1165 



brig Caledooia 

br. New Frederitsk 

scbr. Contract 

transport Doris* 

shin Hoppet : 

brig tiliza 'j 

1119 two ships 

bargeie 

schooner 

ship James^ 

achr >I«ry 

bria: Hunter 
, brig Wary . 

9Chr. Favoritf^ 

»hip Paris 

lehr. Maria 

brig Wirmaa 

putt IT Wasp- 

bri;:, Dover . 

brig Fickle 

schooner 

rch Industrious Bee 

schr. Venus 

schr.LordNelsoD 

schr. Hope. 

schr. Jane 

brie fVient 

brig J »hD . 

br. KinesfoD Packet 
1143 two vessels 

shi« Sam Gumming^ 

ship Fiv«^ Sisters 

Barque Neptune 
r >rig William 

m^r Paflas 
J j^atJiot Henrietta 

ship Orange Borer 

brig Regulator 

schir. Jennys 

sloop Reindaar* 

schooner ^ 

brig 

brig Mars ,' 

bi:ig Cornwallis 

ship Vester 

bfig Horaiia 

M^ipLiddle ., 

phip Jesse 

tran^ort i^.iik*: 

praus. Perse verance« 
. ichr. Nancy*. ' 
l^ouiSr £n4eavaf* 







« Kemp 


givemip^ 




r 


do.. 


ranaomed 


1 




' do. 


do; 


1 


t 


i Roger*. 


Wihniogtoii^ 


4 


66 


Grampus 


Marblehead 




• 


SaucsrJltek 






, 


do. 


do. 






brig Syietrl* 


bmnt 




BtoningtoB MilitijSloiungtoB | 




. 


abarfce 


do. 




* 


; Portamotttb* 


Portsmouth 






Shark 


New Orleans 


16 


20corvetteAdaoa4;8iu>k 1 




I 


do. 


do 






, do. 


do 






{ doi 


do 




'• 


j do. 


do 






Yankee' 


Ryannis 




f 

1 


;Rattle«iake 


burnt 






do: 


do 






Fike 


do' 






do 


made a car 






do 


burnt 






do 


do 






do 


do 






do 


do 




250 


do 


made a caitel 






do 


6unk 






da 


burnt 






Pox 


Portland 






Herald 


Ocracoke 






Fike 


wrecked 






Dash 


ransomed 






sloop Wtopf 


destroyed 






do 


do 


2 




do 


do 






do 


made a cartel 


8 




do 


destroyed 






do 


do 






rfo. . . 


da 


2fl 


118 


do. 


burnt 






Leaah 


ransomed • 






IHero 


^^efrbern 






David Portflir 


Boston 






do 


made a cartel 


6 




da 


Boston 




I » 


do 


ransomed 






Amelia 


Naade a cartel 






dbj . 


burnt 






sbipLafwceeoe- 


Erie 


f 




do; 1 


destroyed. 


3 


2C 


: do / !. , 


do . 




' 


Suip^ce : 


do - ^ 






Digitized b 
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li3S% ftirig Gen. Mutland 

fS95 BloopMftry 

1396 schr— 

1397 8Chr. Peggy 

1398 sloop Eliza 
1;$99 . Bchr MarioeF 
1400 bfig Srephen 
1401. sloop Trinidad 
1402 brie: Equity 

140a br. Lord WeUingtoB 

1404 brig Margaret 

1406 ship Hera 

1406 brig Coliers 

1407 fichr Nancy 

1408 brig Harmony 

1409 trans. Elizabeths 

1410 BCbr. Neptune 

141 1 vetch Caroline 

1412 .brig Susannah 

1413 8chr. Mary 

1414 Ibrig Pallas 

1415 Bbip Gen. Wellealey 
141ft brig— 

1417 . Cutter Eliza 

1418 brig Good Intent 

1419 Gutter Dart 

1420 brig Christian 

1421 9chr. Atalanta 

1422 br Lord Wellington 
142a ketch Expedition 
1424 dchr. Gold Finder 
>425 transport* 

1426 dioop Gov. Hodgdon 

1427 brtg Onl^y Son 

1428 tender* 
1429^ tjansportif 

1430 ihip Jane 

1431 brig Wm. Neibou 

1 432 • s^chr. Nine Sisters 

1433 brig Louisa 

1434 ship Wm &. Alfred 

1435 transport Jane* 

1436 brig Courtney 

1437 ship St Andrew 

1438 hng Speculatof 

1439 t jbrig Patriot 

1440 • brig Oantztc 

1441 tender* 

1442 transport Cyrus* 
l44S-l449seven transport;* 

1450 briar Peter 

1451 bri^: John 
1462 [brig Nancy 



f^ 



l4 



16 
8 
8 



30 



27 



30 

18 

10 

21 

221 

21 

86 

106 



20 
12 

118 



Dash 
do. 
Fame 
Caroline 
do. 
do. 
do. 
JonquiUa 
Orlando 
Diamond 
Young Wasp 
luo 
Amelia 
do. 
do; 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Yankee 

Paul Jones ; 

I^awrence 

do. 

da. 

do. 

do. 

Expedition ' 

do. 



Portsmonth 
made a cartel 
Thomastown 
made a cartel 
sunk 
made a cartel 

do. 
burnt 
Boston 
given up 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
burnt 
ransomed 
made a cartel 
burit 
ransomed 

d^. 

made a cartel 
Philadelphia . 

dp. 
Iwrefked 
Portsmoufli 
mane a cartel , 
burnt y 

do- 

df 

do. I 

dd. 
wretked 



Young Wasp Elizabeth City 
250|Cadet &w S.Jack wrecked 
Dash [giveb U{h 
4| lOJ do. f d*. 

I 36 Bargef Charleston; 
P^.Orleansmilitia'barnt 
Harpey I do. 
do. knade a carte! 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Yankee 



do. 
do. 
Brutus 
Paul Jones 
Vire;inia militia 
L N. Orleansf 
> Launphesf 
Lawrence 
Ptrry 
do. 



tansomed 

I do. 

Hnade a cartel 

ransomed 
do. 

made a cartel 

Charleston 

Macbias 

Norfolk 

burnt 

LakeBorgne 

Beaufort 

Baltimore 

made a cartel 
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l45S 
]4H 

l4fi5 
1456 
l467 
1*58 
1 459 
l460 
l461 
l462 
l463 
1464 
l465 
]466 
l467 
l468 
l469 
l470 
l47l 



Bchr. — 

ship William 

brig— 

9cbr — 

ship Mary 

teader schr. Breath 

sloop Eaterprize 
brig Brunawiok 
' Bchr. BritaDDia 
brig Raoe Horse 
sebf . Mary 
Bcbr. Go6d InteDt 
schr. Nancy 
Bchr. Hazard 
ichr. Sea Flower 
Bchr. Lucy Aim 
brigForth 
ship Star 



1473^1479 two Teasels 



1474 

l475 
1476 
1477 
]478 
]479 
1480 
1481 
t483 
1483 
1484 
1485 
1486 
1487 
1488 
1489 
1490 
1491 
1492 
1493 
1494 
!495 
1496 
1497 



1499 
1500 
1501 
1502 
150S 
1504 
1505 
150B 



ship— - 
brig Athll! 
8cbr. George 
brig WiHJam 
brig- 
brig Susamm 
brig Flying Fish 
ship Corona 
pack LadyPeIhani« 
brig Barah 
brig Ly Tronbridg« 
ship Mary & Susan 
ich'r Arrow 
sloop St. LAwrence^ 
ship Adventure 
schr. Robert 
sloop Jubilee 
schV Hope 
ship Emulation 
schr. — 
schr. Ceres 
schr. William 
loop iTiity 
brig Daphne 
br. Crown Prince 
transport Juno« 
brig Ocean 
brig Langton 
brig Adeona 
schV Sultan 
brig Sarah 
brig Legal Tender 
brig— 



14 



£6 



14 



40 



85 



Warrior 


wrettitid 


Charles Stewart 


Bath 


Harrison 


ransomed 


do. 


do 


Little George 


Mirblebead 


Bdatsf 


Oharieston 


Kemp 


Ueracoke 


Whig ' 


ftiade acartci 


do. 


'>urnt 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Surprise 


do. 


do. 


do. 


. do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


made a cartel 


do. 


burnt 


do. 


Baltimore 


Roger 


burnt 


Ranger 


do. 


Lawrence 


France 


Dayid Porter 


made a cartel 


Lawrence 


Beaufort 


Champlain 


Portsmouth 


Sine qua non 


do. 


DaTid Porter 


New Bedford 


Chasseur 


W'ilmingtoH 


Kemp 


do. 


Warrior 


<unk 


Ino 


burnt 


Chasseur 


Savannah 




Salem 


Chasseur 


made a cartel 


do. 


OharlestoQ 


America 


destroyed 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Salem 


Syren 


Gracioso 


Macdonough 


burnt 


Reindeer 


do. 


do. 


1o. 


do. 


made a cartel 


do. 


ransomed 


Portsmouth 


Sedgwick 


do. 


made a cartel 


do. 


burnt • 


do. 


ransomed 


America 


Salem 


Morgiana 


Wilmington 


Warrior " 


burnt 


David Porter 


Machias 


Prin.Neufcbattcl 


sunk 


Digitized t 


yGooQie 



AFPSNI^gU 



w 



1285 hrig nridence 

1286 sloop Favorite 

1287 brig CornwalUs 

1288 bng Alert , 

1289 brig Harmony 

1290 ?hipCarlbury 

1291 brig Beaflower 

1292 brig Stranger 
129 J stoop Fortitude 
1294 brigVenua 
1-^95 brig Diana 

1296 sioop Leith Packet 

1297 br. WiHiam & Ami 

1298 brig Peggy &. Jane 
129V^ barque William 
1^00 ship SirEd. PeUew 
1^01 brig Bellona 
W02 brig Trittoo 

J3o3 brig Duck 

^^04 Bhi{» Mary 

1 "^05 pr. thinks I to myself 

13©6 s,;ii»r Britannia 

13o7 hrig Haliiax Packet 

1^08 brig Harvest 

*509 -ch'r Prince Regent 

'^10 iriva. Retaliation 

*3l I brig C •uimerce 

*3l2 Bloop Farmer 

1^13 brig Britannia 

13 14 schV Two Brothers 

13 15 brig Ann Eliza 
IS 16 brigUniza 

1317 brigAnsley 

1318 brig Sarah 

1«^19 brig Sir H Popham 

1320 Bcb'r Rapid 

1321 ship Champioii 
1322-1393 two vessels 

1324 sch'r Thomas 

1325 scb'r Good Intent. 

1326 brig Joseph 
13*7 * brig Eliza 

1328 . BChV— 

1329 , brig Atalanta 
<330 brig Europa 
13-^1 brig Canada 

1332 sch'rPox* 

1333 brig WiHiam 

1334 brig LuMce 
13i5 brig Boa Accord 
13 i6 tranapi^rt Mary* 
1337 brig Three firotbett 
l%iB {brigfiaebhuB 



too 

43 

16 
20 



20 



10 40 



20 
11 
10 
14 
15 
20 
19 
40 



20 



50 



60 

40 
48 

162 



CfaaaMur 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
ship Peacoekf 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

da. 

dtt. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Dash 

Harpy 

d6. 

York 

Dash 
Two Friends 

Chasseur 
Mammottth 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



/bunt 

do. 

made a cartel 
burnt 

made a cartdl 
Baltimore 
destroyed 

do. 

do. 

do. 

made a cartel 
destroyed 

do. 

do. 

do. 

inade a cartel 
destroyed 

do. 

do^ 

do. 
Porthmd 
iNimt 
PertBmotttfa 

do. * 
Portland ^ 
Barnstable 
Charleston* 
sunk 
burnt 

made a cartel 
bumf 

do. 
scuttled 
burnt 

dd. 

do. 

made a cartel 
ilestroyed 
made a cartel 

do. 

made a cartel 
given up 



C. House baige Camden 



22 
26 by 

7 

7 
10 

7 
II 



sloop Waspf 
Petapsco 
Lawrence 
her own erem 
Chasseur 
sloop Waspf 
doc 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Sayannah 
Wilittiogton 

do. 
Newbeni 

do. 
burnt 
aunk 
burnt 

do. 

do. 
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appendix; 



1339 ' jsliip- Ann Doretb J 

1 340 tmg Hiram 

1341 brig Nancy 

1342 8 Hip Lord Hood 
134^ Mg Beifield 
1344 brig Husan ^ James 
^346 sch'r Retrieve - . 

1346 brig Concord 

1 347 brig Cossac 

1348 sch'r Knk > 

1349 brig Brothers 

1350 forigBelgrade 
^351 brig'Robert Stewart 

1352 schr Crommerce > 

1353 schV Mary 

1354 ! sohV Bird 

^355 trans, ship Ocean* 

1 3 5 6 soh'r Georgiaoa 

1357 ■ sloop— 

1368 scb'r — 

1369 Bch'r Eugene. 
1360 sch* BUiuger ^ 
]56i ' BCbV Betsey 4* ^Jaih 

1362 brig^ 

1363 sloop— 
1364^ sch'r Wary 

1365 ^scb Kingstoi^afikel 

1366 sloop Cyrus 

1367 sloop Jane 

1368 Bbip Amelia 
1360 scb'r Weasel 
1^70 scb'r Jane 

1371 brig Louisa 

1372 brig Britannia . 

1373 -bip Sir Ed. PeUew 

1374 schV Mariner . 

1375 scb'r— 

1376 brigS. B. 

1377 Mp Rosabell 

1378 ^ing Portsea 

1379 t^bip Princess 

1380 ^cb'r— . » 

1381 scb'r Hazard 
i382- 138^ tiro vessels 
1384 scbVMary 
1^85 torig Courtney . 

1386 ibcb'vPoUy 

1387 scbV swift 

1388 ship Amiaitrfe.. 

1389 scb'r — . > 
'390 trunsport ship* . • 

1391 ^cfcV Mary Ann^ 

1392 Isoh'r St. John 
?393 sch'r— 



50 



12 40 



219 
52 

I 

212 

16^6 
826 
2.i4 



Saratoga 
David Porter 
Scourge 
do. 
do. 
Fox 
do. 
do. 
Sdrprize 
Grand Turk 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
S urprise 
Grand Tark 
Gen. Putnam 
Grand Turk 
Scorpion 
do. 
Midas 
do. 
Cadet 
' Jonquille 
Saucy Jack 
de. 
do. 
Packet tender 
Saucy Jack 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Macedonian 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Resolution 
Kemp 
do. 
d<K 
' do. 
Young Wasp. 
■ Surprize 
' do. 
do. 

Yankee 
Dash 
Expedition 
Roger 
Hero 
fort Bowyer 

^ Cadet 

JmiquUla 

do. 



BosfoB 
raasomei 
New York 
ournt 

do. . 

do. 

do. 

>nade a cartel 
Bost/m 
y dUnk 

do. 
nade a caiiA 
burnt 

do. 
unk 
rialem 

do. 

do. 

do. 
iiunk 

do. 

do. 

Tboraasfowa 
ransomed 

do. 

do- 

uiade a tendet 
burnt 

made a cartel 
burnt 
St Mary's 
Savannah 
burnt 

do. 
sunk 

omde a cartel 
Cbarieston 
Charleston 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Ocracoke 
burnt 

dMideacartei ^ 
burnt 
Fairfaaven 
Boston 
Macbias 
Wilniington 
Beaufort 
jM^obile ; 
Thomastown • 
ranS(Mned *> 
made a cartel 
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* 


1507 


ibip Anti|Sua 






Fox iPoqfsmonth 


1508 


Bhip Limerick 






Morgiana 


New Yoric 


1509 


brig Helen 






do. 


do. 


1510 '. 


brig Plutos 






Yoang Wasp 


given up 


1511 


Bhip Mary Add 






do. 


do 


1512 


bri? ZiOrd Duncan 






Morgiana 


burnt 


1513 


bris Cossac 


6 




do. 


made a cartel 


1514 


Bcb'r Resolution 






Kemp 


Beaufort 


1515 


Bloop^— 






do. 


eiven up 


1516 


ship Otiray 


3 




do. 


ransomed 


1517 


brig— 


18 


42 


do. 


do 


1518 


brie Alexander 






Leo 


wrecked 


]5l9 


brig £agle * 






Lawrence 


do 


15^0 


bri^c Sui^annah 






P. ConstitutioDf 


New York 


1521 


brig iSord Nelson 






do. 


burnt 


1522 


ship Arabella 






Rambler 


Macoa 


1525 


brig Madeira 






do 


iciven Qp 


1524 


•^ip Anne 


4 


26 


Zebec Ultor 


Sew York 


1526 


schr Perseverance 






do. 


burnt 


1526 


t>rig John 






do. 


do. 


1527 


t)rig Maria Arabella 






do. 


do. 


1528 


sloop Twins 






do. 


do. 


1520 


iloop L'Esperance 






do. 


do. 


1530 


iloop Constitution 






do. 


do. 


1531 


tn4g Mobawk 






do. 


Baltimore 


1532 


ship— - 






Avon 


ranfeomed 


15-^8 


Bhip- 






Jacob Jones 


do. 


1534. 


frigate Cyane« 


34 


17.^ 


ri^GonstitutioR'f 


NewYork , 


I:i35 


brig Baltic 






^rand Tark 


wrecked * 


1536 


sloop Busy 






America 


burnt 


1537 


jcb'r Black Joke 






do. 


do. . 


1538 


Ooop Enterprise 






do. 


nnade a cartel 


1539 


pack, ship Elizabeth 


8 


31 


do. 


do. 


1540 


8chr Patriot 






Rer.Cot JeflTer*; 


r^orfelk 


1541 


pilot Boat 






Custom House 


Bastpott 


1542 


schVOutario 






N Y.MilHia 


8t. Vincent^ 


1543 


ship Wiliam * 






, brigVixeiif 


New- York 


15^4 


ship Hero 






TeaBer 


Vlacbias 


1645-1546 


two schta 






Bu^in 


Salem 


1541 


brig— . 






Paul Jones 


Norfolk 


1648 


brig Reaoletioii 






Nanoy 


Portland 


1549 


brig Ranger 


10 


2li 


Matilda 


Phihideliibto 


1550 


8ch*r Peggy 






VTiley Reyn«i)PortlaBd 


1551 


ship^Oontinentia 


, 




Wasp . Chariestoa' 


1652 


ship King CJeorgc 






Esseif 


Boston 


1553 


BCh'r Two Brothers 






Ddted we stand 


Newp<irt 


1554 


s^htp Ooinmerce 






Decatur 


Portland 


1555 


ship DiaTia 






do , 


do. 


1556 


brig Conctird 






. Marengo 


New York 


1.^57 


ship-— 






Indu-try 


IVIarMehead 


1558 


ship Ned ' 10 J ^ 


Revenge Salem 


1559 


sloop Brritheca 


■ 


Saucv Jack Charleston 


^560 


8ch*r Sally 




Qen Wa^tua^ton do. ' 
51 
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t56f 

1562- 

1663 

1564 

1666 

1666 

1667 

1669 

1669 

16;q 

1671 

1572 

1673 

1674 

1576 

1676 

1677 

1678 

1579 

1680 

1681 

1682 

1681 

1684 

1686 

1686 

1687 

15^8 

1689 

1690 

1691 

1602 

169S 

1^94 

1595 

1596 

1597 - 

1-48 

1399 

loOO 

1601 

1602" 

1603 

1604 

16' '6 

1606 

1607 

1608 

1609 

1610 

l6ii 

X6j2 

t6i3 



brig John 
8cbr. Rofiiii 
sloop Garonne 
brig Ann 
Hhip Mentor 
brig ADtrlm 
bri(E Emma 
•ch'r Betsey 
8h. Ralph Nickerson 
sloop — 

8l4^op Earl Camden 
brig Elizabeth 
brij? Watson 
brig Mariner 
schr.^- 
ship Grotios 
brHr Jane Gordon 
schr. Hanter 
schr Susan 
sehr Vigilant 
brig Maria 
ach'r Falcon 
bri? Jane 

sloop' Little Phoenix 
8lO'>pFame 
sloop Change 
9ehV D^ep Nine 
sloop Watt 
slo Oharmitig Elis^ 
sloop Jamaica 
sch'r Mi^nii^ 
brig Marquis 
brig Concord 
sehr-^ 
Tender* 
ship Barcfaf 
ship AsbuiQ 
brig Trident 
brig Haddock 
sch'r Co^omhiia 
brig Fire FIj 
hrig Mary 
chr Eliza 
brig Argo 
brig— 

Itrans.LordKeitb 
schVElizabetb 
|ship Pelbam 
brig Pengtiinifr 
l<>hip Union 
hhrp Venus 
fehip Brio 
[brig Naiililim 



ID 



18 



2 



10 



20 



penj.Friiikltii 
Rerenge 
Retaliation 
Growler 
Jack's favorite 
do 
Holkar 
i^m. Primmen 
America 
OnUrio 
Tanker 
do. • 
do. 
do. 
Saney Jack 
Frolic 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



FVig. Presidentf France 



CballfstoB 

I'optland 

>^ew-York 

Salem 

New-OrleaoB 

do. 
'Newport 
Campeftchy 
Salem 

Sackett'i Harb. 
Franco ^ 

do ' ^ 

do 

do 

^ivfennp * 
Salem * 
burnt 
made a cartel 

do 
^ranaolned 



[82 



W 



ISO 



do. 
Cordelia 
do. 
do.' 
: do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do.^ 
' do.' 

Vabkee 
Rattlesnake 
Frigate Esseif 
Virginia militia 

F Esjiexf 
•p. B T«hhee 
I Scourge 

do. 
Portsmouth 

Argo 
Portsmouth 
< B^fise 
^ Grampua 
Mar9 
Globe 
do. 
Hornetf 
Peacockf 
do. 
do. 
do. 



do. 
burnt 

do. 

do. 

do. 
mad^ a cnrtel 

do. 
Bunk 

do. 

made a cartel 
New-Bedford 
Norway 
sunk 
NorMk 
Peru 
(*fttnQe 
burnt 

d^. . 
.Newburypoit 
Wilmington 
biimt 
Hachias 
Portland 

do. 
Sewpoti 
burnt 

do. 
sunk 
bJirnt 

made a cmrtel 
burnt 
given Qi 
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NEW BOOKS. 

FOR SALE BY 

B. & y. MUSSELL, 

*.*, .»,..• ,,*4« 

l^ate-Streel^-^Hartfor^ 

Sacramental Meditation^ and Advices, i^ Willison) 
price 87 1-2 cents. 
A System of FamiljrDuty-r-price 75 cents 
Life and Frayers of iVItss Rachad B^er^^ tW rieepin| 

preacber,-r-Price $1, 
Hitchcotks Poems,-r-Price 75 cents. , • 

Selector, a Poem — |Tice 75 cents. 

The Minstrel and Wreath ; a Poem.— pi;ice ^ 1-2 cents. 
History of the Greek Church in Russia, SI 1* _ 
M)»W> on self ]^nowiedg(e,-*rprice 03 1-2 cents 
Masons' S^bct remains,-~price 37 1-2 cents. 
^ Life of Capt., James Lawrence. — ^priceO^ l*2cebts. 
The darVstiiifis Pocket Coxnpanion^-^-*jpnce 35 eep^ 
Pious Reflections, for ^ very day in the month, by Feneloo, 

price 25ce(it9 
The Christitms Directory} by Wittison,-^price J2 l-2centf. 
Life of Bonaparte, it^m his birth to his arrival: on board the 
33eI]erophon,:^price 37 1-2 cents, 

Lar^ and small Bible$, Testaments, Psalm Books^ 
Hymn Books, American Oi'ators, Murray's Grammar, 
English Headers, Introduction to t^ Reader, Dictionaries, 
Account Books, Meinorandum Books and Chap Books, 
primers, toy boaks, 8cc. &c, by the Thousmnd^ Gross f Dozen* 
9r sii^ffk. 
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VALUABLE BOOKS. 

s' Anatomy— 2 vols, price Sll 

3 Wealth of Nations, — 2 vols. *S 5 

on's Sacred History, — 2 vols, in 

price 15 3. 

•'s Lectures, — price 2 Dollars 50 cts 

ts Catechism —price One Dollar 

' Holy Scriptures 75 cents. 

on the Prophecies — Three Dollars. 

, Esjsays, — price One Dollar 

ie Sweetned, — price One Dollar. 

on Prayer, — price 62 1-2 cents* 

Col. Gardinier, — price One Dollar. 

England Fathers, — ^One Dollar 25cts. 

►f Virtue, — price T5 cents. 

Exercises,-T-price 75 cents. 

y of the Pirates, — price 81, 25 cts. 
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